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WASHINGTON — A panel of military 
experts and leaders urged lawmakers on 
Wednesday to revamp a woefully outdated 
officer promotion system that has plagued 
recruiting and retention efforts.

The system, born of a 1980 law called the 
Defense Officer Personnel Management 
Act, standardized military promotions and 
established an “up or out” career path for 
servicemembers.

Experts testifying before a subpanel of 
the Senate Armed Services Committee 
seem to agree that the policy, also known 
as DOPMA, is a one-size-fits-all approach 
that the military has outgrown. 

“The bureaucracy still treats troops like 
interchangeable draftees. It’s not only dis-
respectful but short-sighted and this can’t 
be fixed until DOPMA is fixed,” Timothy 
Kane, a Hoover Institution fellow at Stan-
ford University, said during testimony to 
the subpanel. “Our enlistees and our offi-
cers are fantastic, but how they get treated 
is not so fantastic. That’s why we have, re-
peatedly, a retention crisis.” 

The comments before the Senate Armed 

Services subcommittee on personnel is-
sues marked a far-reaching discussion on 
military personnel practices that could in-
fluence the development of this year’s Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. 

Military leaders at the hearing said they 
are facing a more competitive job market 
now and need to offer more to recruit and 
retain servicemembers, especially ones 
with specialty skills. Life-work balance 
must become a bigger priority, military 
leaders and experts agreed. 

“We are in a war for talent. The propen-
sity to serve is declining amidst an improv-
ing economy and it’s adversely impacting 
both recruiting and retention,” said Navy 
Vice Adm. Robert P. Burke, deputy chief of 
naval operations. “Sailors leaving the Navy 
continue to express frustration with the in-
dustrial-age personnel systems and inflex-
ible and complex personnel processes.” 

Lawmakers seem to agree that the mil-
itary’s personnel management law needs 
to be updated. The current system limits 
the military’s ability to respond quickly to 
unforeseen threats, restricts rapid changes 
to force levels due to budget demands and 
doesn’t allow the services to differentiate 
among themselves, said Sen. Thom Tillis, 

R-N.C., chairman of the subpanel. 
“DOPMA’s authors never envisioned 

the post-Cold War military as presently 
constructed. Today’s force is 43 percent 
smaller than the military of 1980, and is 
constantly engaged in ways never pre-
dicted during the Cold War,” Tillis said. 
“Repeated overseas combat deployments 
strain the more traditional warfighting 
career fields, while at the same time new 
military domains require entirely different 
officer skill sets. We must ask ourselves, 
can a personnel system designed for an 
 industrial-age military be successful in the 
information age?”

  Military experts and leaders from each 
of the services testified they need more 
flexibility to allow servicemembers to fol-
low their own career paths. 

“We now believe it’s time to consider 
changes needed to more effectively and ef-
ficiently recruit, assess, retain the talented 
officers needed to sustain our ready force 
and to better manage and employ individ-
ual talents and specialize emerging skills,” 
said Lt. Gen. Thomas C. Seamands, the 
Army’s deputy chief of staff. 

Experts, leaders: Promotion system outdated

Bloomberg

Efforts to improve the reliability of 
Lockheed Martin’s F-35 are “stagnant,” 
undercut by problems such as aircraft sit-
ting idle over the last year awaiting spare 
parts from the contractor, according to the 
Pentagon’s testing office.

The availability of the fighter jet for mis-
sions when needed — a key metric — re-
mains “around 50 percent, a condition that 
has existed with no significant improvement 
since October 2014, despite the increasing 
number of aircraft,” Robert Behler, the 
Defense Department’s new director of op-
erational testing, said in an annual report 
delivered Tuesday to senior Pentagon lead-
ers and congressional committees.

The F-35 section, obtained by Bloomberg 
News, outlined the status of the costliest 
U.S. weapons system as it’s scheduled to 
end its 16-year-old development phase this 
year. Starting in September, the program 

is supposed to proceed to intense combat 
testing that’s likely to take a year, an exer-
cise that’s at least 12 months late already. 
Combat testing is necessary before the 
plane is approved for full-rate production 
— the most profitable phase for Lockheed.

Lockheed Martin defended the aircraft’s 
progress.

“We are confident in the F-35’s trans-
formational capability that continues to be 
demonstrated through the steady progress 
in development, production and sustain-
ment operations,” Lockheed spokeswoman 
Carolyn Nelson said in a statement. She said 
the company is working with the Pentagon’s 
F-35 program office to improve repair ca-
pability and the ordering of spare parts.

Nelson said that “the F-35 weapons sys-
tem reliability continues to improve lot over 
lot” and “newer jets are averaging greater 
than 60 percent availability and some op-
erational squadrons are consistently at or 

above 70 percent availability.”
Pentagon officials including Deputy 

Defense Secretary Patrick Shanahan and 
chief weapons buyer Ellen Lord have high-
lighted the need to reduce the F-35’s $406.5 
billion projected acquisition cost and its es-
timated $1.2 trillion price tag for long-term 
operations and support through 2070. Still, 
the Defense Department is moving to ac-
celerate contracting and production for the 
fighter despite the persistence of technical 
and reliability issues disclosed in the cur-
rent phase of development testing.

A final version of the plane’s complex 
software has gone through 31 iterations 
and has yet to be deployed because of “key 
remaining deficiencies,” the report found. 

The upcoming testing, “which provides 
the most credible means to predict combat 
performance, likely will not be completed 
until” December 2019, according to the 
testing office. 

Tester F-35’s reliability stalled at ‘about 50 percent’
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 BY WYATT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — 
This summer’s Rim of the Pa-
cific naval exercise in Hawaii 
is expected to include one of 
the Navy’s newest amphibious 
warfare vessels as its flagship, 
the Army firing a Navy missile 
into the sea and a first-ever in-
novation fair.

The  USS Portland  has been 
tentatively  chosen  to serve 
as RIMPAC’s flagship, Capt. 
Brian Metcalf, the program 
manager for LPD  amphibious 
warfare vessels, said earlier 
this month at the Surface Navy 
Association’s annual sympo-
sium in Arlington, Va., accord-
ing to USNI News. 

 The final decision on that 
flagship designation will not 
be made until a RIMPAC plan-
ning meeting in early April, 
Navy officials said.

The Portland will become the 
Navy’s 11th San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport dock 
ship after its ceremonial com-
missioning  event scheduled for 
April in Portland, Ore .

The ship is slated this fall to 
be fitted with the next genera-
tion of the Navy’s laser weapon 
system for testing, according to 
USNI. The previous iteration 
was tested in the Middle East 
aboard the USS Ponce.

All 26 nations, including 
China, that participated in the 
2016 RIMPAC have been in-
vited formally to the 2018 bi-
ennial international maritime 
exercise, the world’s largest.

New this year will be the 
Army’s land-based launch-
ing of a Navy missile to sink 
a ship at sea. The missile will 
be launched from  an Army  
heavy expanded mobility tacti-
cal truck, said Col. Christopher 
Garver, a U.S. Army Pacific 
spokesman. The missile will 
be fired from Pacific Missile 
Range Facility Barking Sands 
on the Hawaiian island of 

Kauai, he said. 
A Japanese unit also will fire 

a missile during a sinking exer-
cise, Garver said.

The decommissioned frigate 
USS McClusky and the retired 
tank landing ship USS Racine 
are expected to be used as tar-
gets during the sinking exer-
cises, the Navy said.

The Army’s missile drill was 
prompted by a challenge in 
2016 by U.S. Pacific Command 
chief Adm. Harry Harris for 
the Army to operate outside 
its typical land-based domain, 
Garver said.

“Simply put, this concept 
provides us a way to ensure ac-
cess to the global commons in 
the run-up to war and  fight in 
those same commons should 
war come,” Harris said last 
year of the multidomain bat-
tle concept that spawned the 
coming missile drill. “Compo-
nents must increase their agil-
ity and provide support to each 
other across the warfighting 
domains.”

This year’s RIMPAC will 
continue to build on the grow-
ing importance of experimen-
tation during the exercise by 
holding the first-ever innova-
tion fair at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam.

The four-day event — slat-
ed for June 28 through July 
1 — will include exhibitions, 
displays, contests and special 
events.

 Unlike innovation fairs in 
which vendors and industry of-
ficials showcase technology or 
products for sale, this event is a 
chance for government offices 
and government-sponsored ac-
ademic institutions — both U.S. 
and foreign — to display and 
demonstrate technological ca-
pabilities they are developing.

The displays are intended to 
focus on port and harbor secu-
rity, robotics systems, virtual 
and augmented reality, green 
energy  and disaster relief, 
among others. 

USS Portland might 
be RIMPAC flagship

Air Force Super Bowl flyover 
is billed as a training flight

 BY STEPHEN CARLSON
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Super 
Bowl LII will feature a fly-
over by two A-10 Thunderbolt 
II ground attack aircraft and 
an F-16 Fighting Falcon plane 
— a training flight that could 
cost the Air Force hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

Katie Spencer, a sports out-
reach manager for the Air 
Force, said the Feb. 4 flyover in 
Minneapolis will be the first in 
four years that does not involve 
the Air Force Thunderbirds or 
the  Navy Blue Angels, which 
typically alternate every year 
for the Super Bowl. The dis-
play will be paid for out of ap-
propriated funds for training, 
she said, declining to reveal the 
cost.

“They will be at no additional 

cost to the taxpayer. They are 
using allocated flying hours,” 
she said. “Formation flying is 
very important in Air Force 
operations. It serves as time-
on-target training as well.”

Air Combat Command will 
cover the costs from its exist-
ing training budget, said Air 
Force spokeswoman Jennifer 
Bentley . “The flights are coor-
dinated with existing training 
schedules and are paired with 
required pilot qualification 
training.”

The planes, deploying from 
Davis- Monthan Air Force Base 
outside Tucson, Ariz., will be 
joined by an additional F-16 as 
backup.

There has been a military 
flyover at every Super Bowl ex-
cept the first game in 1967, ac-
cording to the NFL. 

 Associated Press

HANOI, Vietnam  — A U.S. 
Navy aircraft carrier is ex-
pected to make a port visit to 
Vietnam in March,  Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis said 
Thursday. It would be the first 
such visit in the postwar era.

The planned visit to Danang 
is likely to irritate China, which 
is critical of U.S. moves to add 
to its military muscle in the 
region.

Mattis and his counterpart, 
Ngo Xuan Lich, discussed the 
planned carrier visit during 
a closed-door meeting, said 
Pentagon spokesman Navy 
Capt. Jeff Davis . Davis said the 
Vietnamese are awaiting final 
approval by more senior gov-
ernment authorities, but Mat-
tis appeared to indicate it was 
a done deal.

“Thank you for the increas-
ing partnership with our air-
craft carrier coming in to 

Danang here in March,” Mat-
tis said in remarks opening a 
meeting with Communist Party 
General Secretary Nguyen Phu 
Trong.

Mattis also thanked him for 
Vietnam’s support for tough-
ening United Nations Secu-
rity Council sanctions against 
North Korea.

The Vietnamese Defense 
Ministry said separately that 
the two defense agencies had 
submitted their proposals for 
a U.S. carrier port visit to their 
leaders. The idea was floated 
last summer when Lich met 
Mattis at the Pentagon.

 In a written statement after 
Mattis’  meeting with Lich, the 
Vietnamese Defense Minis-
try said Lich had given Mattis 
“war artifacts of U.S. military 
personnel in the war.” It did not 
elaborate.

The visit also included a 
meeting with President Tran 
Dai Quang. 

US likely to send first 
aircraft carrier to 
Vietnam since war
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 Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump declared he’s “looking forward” to 
being questioned — under oath — in the 
special counsel’s probe of Russian election 
interference and Trump’s possible obstruc-
tion in the firing of the FBI director.

Trump said he would be willing to an-
swer questions under oath in the interview, 
which special counsel Robert Mueller has 
been seeking but which White House of-
ficials had not previously confirmed the 
president would grant.

“I’m looking forward to it, actually,” 
Trump said late Wednesday when asked by 
reporters at the White House. As for tim-
ing, he said, “I guess they’re talking about 
two or three weeks, but I’d love to do it.”

He said, as he has repeatedly, that 
“there’s no collusion whatsoever” with the 
Russians, and he added, “There’s no ob-
struction whatsoever.”

The full scope of Mueller’s investigation, 
which involves hundreds of thousands of 
documents and dozens of witness inter-
views, is unknown. And there have been no 
signs that agents aren’t continuing to work 
on ties between Trump’s campaign and a 
Russian effort to tip the 2016 election.

But now that Mueller’s team has all but 
concluded its interviews with current and 
former Trump officials and expressed in-
terest in speaking with the president , the 
focus seems to be on the post-inauguration 
White House. That includes the firing of 
FBI Director James Comey and discus-
sions preceding the ouster of White House 
national security adviser Michael Flynn.

The timing and circumstances of a 
Trump interview are not set. But soon it 
will probably be the president himself who 
will have to explain to Mueller how his ac-
tions don’t add up to obstruction of justice. 
That conversation will be dominated by 
questions tied to whether he took steps to 
thwart an FBI investigation.

Asked if he thinks Mueller will be fair, 
Trump replied, “We’re going to find out.” 
He then reiterated that there is “no collu-
sion.” In a potential signal of his defense, 
Trump suggested that he didn’t obstruct 
— he simply fought back against a false 
accusation.

So far, witness interviews and the special 
counsel’s document requests make clear 
Mueller has a keen interest in Comey’s 
May 9 firing and the contents of Comey’s 
private conversations with the president, as 
well as the ouster months earlier of Flynn 
and the  conversations leading up to it.

A focus on potential obstruction has 

been evident almost since Mueller’s ap-
pointment . And recent interviews with 
administration officials, including Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, have shown 
that Trump is dealing with prosecutors 
who  have amassed a wealth of knowledge 
about the events he’ll be questioned about. 
Prosecutors have interviewed numer-
ous Trump aides, including  White House 
counsel Don McGahn, former chief of staff 
Reince Priebus and the president’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner.

Sessions, who had urged Comey’s fir-
ing, was interviewed for hours, becoming 
the highest-ranking  administration official 
known to have submitted to questioning. 
Mueller also wants to interview former ad-
viser Steve Bannon, who has called Com-
ey’s firing perhaps the biggest mistake in 
“modern political history.”

The White House initially said the fir-
ing was based on the Justice Department’s 
recommendation and cited as justification 
a memo that faulted Comey’s handling of 
the Hillary Clinton email investigation. 
But Trump himself said later he was think-
ing of this “Russia thing” and had intended 
to fire Comey anyway.

Sessions, the target of the president’s ire 
since he stepped aside in March from the 
Russia investigation, would have been able 
to offer close-up insight into the president’s 
thinking ahead of the termination. He 
also could have been able to speak to the 
president’s relationship with Comey, which 
Comey documented in  memos about con-
versations with Trump that bothered him.

 Mueller has been investigating the events 
leading up to Flynn’s dismissal from the 
White House, including how officials re-
sponded to information from former acting 
Attorney General Sally Yates that Flynn 
had misled them by saying that he had not 
discussed sanctions. Despite that warn-
ing, and despite an FBI interview days 
after Trump’s inauguration, Flynn was not 
forced to resign until Feb. 13 — the night 
of media reports about Yates’ conversation 
with McGahn. Mueller will likely want to 
know what Trump understood, before ask-
ing Comey to let the Flynn investigation 
go, about Flynn’s interview with the FBI 
— and whether he had made false state-
ments — and about his conversation with 
the Russian ambassador.

Four people have  been charged in the 
Mueller investigation, including Flynn and 
former Trump campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort. Flynn and former campaign for-
eign policy adviser George Papadopoulos 
have pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI. 

Trump ‘looking forward’ 
to questioning on RussiaBY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany — U.S. Africa 
Command said Wednesday  it is investigat-
ing internet pictures and the existence of 
a video that claim to show the body of a 
U.S. soldier killed in an October ambush in 
Niger.

“We are reviewing the post and deter-
mining the veracity of the tweet and the as-
sertions that there is an associated video,” 
AFRICOM said. “We cannot comment fur-
ther on this issue.”

On Oct. 4, four U.S. soldiers were killed 
during a patrol with Nigerien forces near 
Niger’s border with Mali. The contingent 
was ambushed, but for three months no 
group claimed responsibility.  In January, a 
local Islamic State affiliate claimed it was 
responsible for the attack.

AFRICOM is conducting an investigation 
into the incident and what went wrong. The 
findings of the probe are expected within 
weeks. The roughly 40-person U.S.-Niger-
ien patrol included about 12 U.S. soldiers.

Killed in the ambush were Staff Sgts. 
Bryan C. Black, Jeremiah W. Johnson and 
Dustin M. Wright and Sgt. La David John-
son, all assigned to the 3rd Special Forces 
Group at Fort Bragg, N.C.

 The U.S. maintains a drone site in Niger, 
which has emerged as the centerpiece for 
U.S. operations across a vast expanse of 
terrain. A mix of extremist groups operate 
in the region, including the Nigerian-based 
Boko Haram and al-Qaida affiliates. 

About 700 U.S. troops are stationed in 
Niger where work on a new drone facility 
is underway.

Purported photos, 
video of GI killed 
in Niger probed

US: 4 Americans were killed, 2 
wounded in Kabul hotel attack

 WASHINGTON  — The United States 
says four American citizens were killed 
and two others were wounded in the Tal-
iban attack over the weekend on the Inter-
continental Hotel in Kabul, Afghanistan.

State Department spokeswoman Heath-
er Nauert said the U.S. condemns the at-
tack and offers condolences to the family 
and friends of those killed.

She said the State Department won’t 
comment further out of respect for the rel-
atives of those who died.

The department had previously con-
firmed that multiple Americans were 
killed and injured, but had declined to give 
an exact figure until family members could 
be properly notified.
 From The Associated Press
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 BY KIM GAMEL
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea is preparing for a massive 
military parade that could put 
new missiles on display on the 
eve of the Olympics, according 
to satellite images.

The North raised the possibil-
ity Tuesday when it announced 
that it’s changing the date of a 
national holiday honoring its 
army to Feb. 8, the day before 
the Winter Games begin in South 
Korea.

A parade putting columns of 
goose-stepping soldiers, tanks 
and new missiles on display 
would threaten to renew tensions 
that had ebbed after North Korea 
agreed during negotiations with 
the South to participate in the 
Olympics.

The two Koreas will march to-
gether under a “unification” flag 
during the opening ceremony 
and will compete with a com-
bined women’s ice hockey team. 
The North Korean athletes ar-
rived Thursday in South Korea.

The state-run Korean Central 
News Agency didn’t mention a 
parade, but said the North would 
“significantly mark”  Army 
Building Day, which previously 
had been celebrated on April 25.

South Korea’s Defense Minis-
try said the military was closely 

monitoring possible preparations 
for a parade.

Commercial satellite images 
monitored since November also 
show an increase in activity out-
side the Mirim parade training 
facility near the capital, Pyong-
yang, according to 38 North, a 
website that monitors activity in 
the reclusive communist state.

  “These military parades are 
of great interest to outsiders, as 
North Korea has frequently used 
them to showcase new military 
equipment and its latest weap-
ons systems,” defense expert 
Joseph Bermudez Jr. said in an 
analysis.

North Koreans in Pyongyang 
have been assembling  in frigid 
temperatures to practice for an 
apparent mass rally, and the 
area around Kim Il Sung square 
has been sporadically closed to 
traffic, The Associated Press 
reported.

North Korea last staged a 
parade on April 15 to mark the 
birthday of Kim Il Sung, the 
grandfather of current leader 
Kim Jong Un.

 On Wednesday, President 
Donald Trump’s administration 
slapped new sanctions on North 
Korean financial and business 
networks in China and Russia as 
well as five North Korean ship-
ping companies and six of its 
vessels. 

N. Korea preps for military 
parade ahead of Olympics

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Presi-
dent Donald Trump says he’s 
open to an immigration plan 
that would provide a pathway 
to citizenship for hundreds of 
thousands of young people who 
were brought to the country 
as children and are now here 
illegally.

“We’re going to morph into 
it,” Trump told reporters 
Wednesday. “It’s going to hap-
pen, at some point in the future, 
over a period of 10 to 12 years.”

Trump’s pronouncements 
came as the White House an-
nounced it would unveil a 

legislative framework on immi-
gration next week that it hopes 
can pass both the House and 
the Senate. The president’s re-
marks amounted to a preview 
of that framework. He said he’ll 
propose $25 billion for building 
a wall on the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der and $5 billion for other se-
curity measures.

But immediately after 
Trump spoke, a senior White 
House official stressed the idea 
of a pathway to citizenship so-
called “Dreamers” was just a 
“discussion point” in the plan 
that the White House intended 
to preview to the House and 
Senate.

The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to preview 
the administration’s thinking 
on a contentious issue that has 
roiled lawmakers for months.

Despite his previously harsh 
rhetoric, Trump told report-
ers he had a message for the 
Dreamers. “Tell ’em not to be 
concerned, OK? Tell ’em not to 
worry. We’re going to solve the 
problem.”

Trump repeatedly has said 
that any deal to protect those 
immigrants from deportation 
is contingent on money for the 
border wall and other security 
measures. Trump also wants 
to limit the family members 

 whom immigrants are able to 
sponsor to join them in the U.S. 
and either to replace or trans-
form a visa lottery aimed at in-
creasing diversity.

Trump has given Congress 
until March to come up with 
a plan to protect the nearly 
700,000 young people who had 
been protected from deporta-
tion and had been given the 
right to work legally in the 
country under the Obama-era 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, or DACA. 
Trump announced last year 
that he was ending DACA . 

Trump open to ‘Dreamers’ citizenship path

Deal on shutdown 
cut taxes further

 Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The deal 
that ended the government 
shutdown also cut taxes further, 
adding billions of dollars more 
to the national deficit.

The tax cuts were a little-
 noticed element of the much-
discussed deal, which provided 
funding to keep government 
agencies operating for about 
three weeks and renewed a pop-
ular health insurance program 
for poor children. They were 
added to entice Republicans to 
line up behind the temporary 
spending bill  even before the 
Democrats dug in and forced 
the three-day shutdown.

The bill enacted late Mon-
day suspended three taxes that 
came in under the Affordable 
Care Act, President Barack 
Obama’s signature health care 
law: a tax on medical devices, 
one on high-cost health care 
plans offered by employers, and 
another on health insurance 
companies.

The Republicans were re-
lieved when enough Democrats 
flipped and supported the spend-
ing bill so that the government 
could reopen. And, they were 
gleeful at the chipping away of 
the health care law by delaying 
or suspending the three taxes.

Just a few weeks after the Re-
publicans catapulted a sweep-
ing, $1.5 trillion tax plan into 
law, here they were cutting 
taxes again, they told the public. 
Even the shutdown “couldn’t 
keep this Congress from finding 
new ways to cut taxes and let the 
American people keep more of 
their hard-earned money,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell said Tuesday.

Delaying the three taxes will 
add $32 billion over 10 years 
to the deficit, according to the 
nonpartisan Tax Policy Cen-
ter, a joint venture of the Urban 
Institute and the Brookings In-
stitution, in addition to the an-
ticipated $1.5 trillion in federal 
red ink from the new GOP tax 
law.

Amid the furious negotia-
tions over the spending bill, 
GOP leaders used the tax cuts 
as “sweeteners” to attract the 
support of balking Republican 
conservatives in the House..

 The taxes also are opposed 
by plenty of Democrats. That’s 
in contrast to many of the tax 
levies, credits and deductions in 
the comprehensive tax legisla-
tion, which starkly split Repub-
licans and Democrats in a bitter 
battle last year. 
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No students hurt after 
bus slides on icy street

MA SUTTON  — Offi-
cials in a Massachu-

setts town said no one was hurt 
when a school bus full of middle 
school and high school students 
slid backward down an icy road 
and crashed into a stopped car.

A nearby resident captured 
video of the crash early Tues-
day in Sutton. Neither vehicle 
was badly damaged, and the 
bus continued on to school after 
the crash.

Later Tuesday, a Sutton 
school van crashed into a pole. 
Two adults and a child were 
hospitalized after that crash.

Sutton Superintendent Theo-
dore Friend  said most main 
roads had been treated before 
the first crash, but some small-
er roads had not. 

Cop feeds critter for 
Squirrel Appreciation Day

CA CLOVIS  — You may 
have overlooked 

Squirrel Appreciation Day, but 
the police force in Clovis  didn’t 
forget.

The Fresno Bee reported that 
on Sunday the Clovis Police 
Department posted a video on 
its Facebook page showing Of-
ficer John McGrory give a nut 
to a squirrel that scampered 
over to him.

The squirrel  took the nut and 
went  back to a tree as McGrory 
laughed.

Squirrel Appreciation Day is 
celebrated every Jan. 21. 

Museum looks to ID 
soldiers in sketches

NY SARATOGA 
SPRINGS — More 

than a dozen sketches of Ameri-
can soldiers who served during 
World War II have been posted 
on a New York museum’s web-

site in the hopes the men can be 
identified.

The sketches made by Stan 
Dube  were posted Tuesday on 
the New York State Military 
Museum’s website. Dube drew 
portraits of 17 fellow soldiers 
while serving with the Army’s 
27th Infantry Division in Ha-
waii in 1943. He died in 2009.

 The soldiers in two of the 
sketches have been identified 
and the artwork was sent to 
relatives. The IDs of the other 
15 remain a mystery. 

Man arrested after 
biting of police dog

NH BOSCAWEN  — A 
New Hampshire man 

 was charged with resisting ar-
rest and biting a police dog.

Police said the man unsuc-
cessfully tried to hide under a 
pile of clothes to evade arrest 
over the weekend and then put 
the police dog in a chokehold 
and bit it on the head.

State police were asked to 
help deal with a shooting  last 
weekend in Boscawen . They 
said two men in a home were 
wanted on outstanding war-
rants and both resisted arrest 
before one exchanged bites 
with the dog.

Police  said the man who bit 
the dog faces charges includ-
ing resisting arrest, interfering 
with a police dog and assault-
ing an officer. 

Student seeks Claudia 
after dating app mishap

MO SPRINGFIELD  
— A Missouri State 

University student who feared 
he swiped a potential sweet-
heart  out of his life with a dat-
ing app mishap  emailed every 
Claudia on campus to find her.

The freshman meant to 
swipe right on the woman’s 
Tinder profile — a sign that he 
wanted to meet her. Instead he 

swiped left, rejecting her. All 
he knew was her first name 
and that she also was a Mis-
souri State student. Over the 
weekend, he  emailed the 22 
Claudias on campus, offering to 
take the one that got away out 
for doughnuts.

When freshman Claudia 
Alley got the email, she knew it 
was about her because it refer-
enced a joke in her bio. She told 
the Springfield News-Leader 
she’s agreed to the doughnut 
date. 

 Felines airlifted from 
island in frozen bay

VA TANGIER — The Na-
tional Guard had to 

fly groceries to an island in the 
Chesapeake Bay when Decem-
ber’s cold snap froze the water. 
But there was another mission 
underway: helping the island’s 
homeless cats.

The Baltimore Sun reported 
 that last month marked the 
first  “cat lift” from Virginia’s 
Tangier Island. The island’s es-
timated 500 felines outnumber 
humans in this isolated fishing 
and tourist community.

Helen Woods, a flight instruc-
tor from Laurel, M d., said she 
asked fellow pilots to bring cat 
food and possibly rescue some 
cats. One resident had just died, 
leaving 14 cats homeless. 

 1 dead after attempt to 
clear clogged drain

IL GRAND TOWER  — Au-
thorities in southern Il-

linois said a man is dead after 
mixing drain cleaner with 
bleach in an attempt to clear a 
clogged drain.

The Southern Illinois of Car-
bondale reported that the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Office said 
in a news release that a prelim-
inary investigation shows the 
man created a poisonous gas 
that killed him.  

Authorities said a woman es-
caped the home “due to the fast 
thinking of the dispatcher” who 
realized a deadly exposure oc-
curred. She was taken to a St. 
Louis hospital. 

 Officials seize hundreds 
of animals from home

NV LAS VEGAS — Hun-
dreds of animals 

including horses, chickens, pi-
geons and turtles  were seized 
from a Las Vegas home after 
officials found the animals liv-
ing in what were described as 
deplorable conditions.

Animal control officers  on 
Sunday went to the home after 
neighbors said a horse was 
loose, Lt. Grant Rogers said. 
They put it in a trailer and 
found the rest of the animals at 
the owner’s home, Rogers said.

Authorities removed 13 hors-
es, 150 roosters and hens, 400 
pigeons, four turtles and two 
guinea pigs. A criminal inves-
tigation is underway . 

 Girl bitten on finger
by rodent at zoo

CT BRIDGEPORT  — A 
small child visiting a 

Connecticut zoo  was bitten on 
the finger by a rodent native to 
South America.

Lisa Clair, a spokeswom-
an for the Beardsley Zoo in 
Bridgeport, told the Connecti-
cut Post the “toddler-aged” 
girl was visiting Sunday when 
she was bitten by a red-rumped 
agouti, which is about the size 
of a large guinea pig.

The animal is kept in an en-
closure of clear acrylic panels 
and it appears the girl stuck 
her finger in a gap between two 
panels. The zoo took action to 
secure the enclosure.

Clair said the bite was not 
serious but the child’s mother 
took the girl to a hospital for an 
evaluation. 

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

From wire reports
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NEW YORK — Over 600 home runs. More 
than 600 saves. A .300 career average.

In the age of baseball analytics, there’s 
still room in the Hall of Fame for big, round 
numbers you can count on.

Chipper Jones, Jim Thome, Vladimir 
Guerrero and Trevor Hoffman were re-
warded Wednesday, easily elected in the 
newest class headed for Cooperstown.

“I don’t know how you tabulate or calcu-
late WAR,” Jones said, referring to a saber-
metric stat that didn’t exist for much of his 
career.

“Yes, you can dig deeper,” he said. But he 
added: “What I want to see is batting aver-
age, on-base percentage, runs produced.”

Designated hitter Edgar Martinez came 
close after a grass-roots campaign to pro-
mote him. Boosted by advanced metrics, 
he’ll get his last chance on the ballot next 
year.

Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens, both 
tainted by the steroids scandal, edged up 
but again fell far short.

A switch-hitter who batted .303 with 468 
home runs, Jones was an eight-time All-
Star third baseman for the Atlanta Braves.

He was a force for most of the Atlanta 
teams that won 14 straight division titles 
— his election put another member of those 
Braves clubs in the Hall, along with pitch-
ers John Smoltz, Tom Glavine and Greg 
Maddux, manager Bobby Cox and general 
manager John Schuerholz.

Of the four new members, Jones was the 
only one to win a World Series. He joined 

Ken Griffey Jr. as the lone overall No. 1 
draft picks to reach the Hall.

Jones and Thome made it 54 players 
elected in their first year of eligibility by 
members of the Baseball Writers’ Associa-
tion of America. Jones drew 97.2 percent 
(410 of 422) of the vote and Thome was at 
89.8 percent — 75 percent is needed for 
election.

“It was waterworks,” Jones said after re-
ceiving the call.

Thome hit 612 home runs, ranking him 
eighth on the career list, and launched a 
record 13 walk-off homers. The five-time 
All-Star played mostly for Cleveland.

Thome was known for his pre-swing 
routine, standing absolutely still in the box 
while pointing his bat at the pitcher. He 
said the posture helped him relax, slow 
down and “not be so tense.”

The slugger praised his longtime hitting 
coach, Charlie Manuel, for all the work 
they did together.

“It’s about sweat equity, and getting after 
it,” Thome said on MLB Network.

Guerrero was elected in his second try, 
getting 92.9 percent. The nine-time All-
Star played half his career with the Mon-
treal Expos.

The outfielder batted .318 with 449 hom-
ers and 1,496 RBIs, and was a notorious 
bad-ball hitter. He said he developed that 
talent as a kid in the Dominican Republic, 
playing a game similar to cricket in which 
hitters swung broomsticks while pitchers 
tried to bounce balls past them and knock 
over folded license plates.

“That opened up my hitting zone,” Guer-
rero said through a translator.

Dominican Republic President Danilo 
Medina, who was in Switzerland, congratu-
lated Guerrero, saying on his Twitter ac-
count that “it fills all Dominicans with pride 
that he has carried our flag to the top.”

CDN television in the Dominican Repub-
lic showed images of fireworks and people 
celebrating in the streets in Nizao, Guerre-
ro’s hometown located 30 miles west of the 
capital in Santo Domingo.

Hoffman was chosen in his third year, get-
ting 79.9 percent after missing by just five 
votes last time. The former Padres closer 
used an outstanding changeup to post 601 
saves, second to Mariano Rivera’s 652, and 
revved up fans in San Diego with rocking 
entrances to “Hells Bells” by AC/DC.

Hoffman became the sixth pitcher who 
was mostly a reliever to make the Hall, 
along with Goose Gossage, Bruce Sutter, 
Dennis Eckersley, Rollie Fingers and Hoyt 
Wilhelm.

As for his wait, Hoffman said: “You can’t 
do anything to enhance your career after 
not getting that call. I’m not worried about 
whatever year it is. I’m ecstatic to get in.”

It took 317 votes to be elected. There 
were 422 ballots submitted, including one 
blank entry.

 The four new members will be inducted 
on July 29. They will be enshrined with 
pitcher Jack Morris and shortstop Alan 
Trammell, picked last month by a com-
mittee that considered older players and 
executives. 

Jones, Thome, Guerrero, Hoffman elected

NHL roundup

Penalty shot lifts Maple Leafs over Blackhawks
Associated Press

CHICAGO — The Toronto 
Maple Leafs found themselves 
in yet another tight game. Wil-
liam Nylander found a way to 
make sure they got two points 
this time.

Nylander scored on a penalty 
shot 6 seconds into overtime 
to lift the Maple Leafs to a 3-2 
win over the sagging Chicago 
Blackhawks on Wednesday 
night.

Nylander was awarded the 
attempt after he broke in alone 
on Jeff Glass from the opening 
faceoff in the extra period, but 
was hooked from behind by 

Chicago’s Duncan Keith. Ny-
lander scored the game-win-
ner and his 10th goal by faking 
Glass and then burying a high 
backhander to send the Black-
hawks to their fourth straight 
defeat.

“I thought I needed to throw a 
little harder fake on him so he’d 
bite,” Nylander said. “I went to 
the backhand on the two previ-
ous breakaways. Third time’s 
the lucky charm.”

Nylander was stopped by 
Glass with 4:02 left in the third 
period when he pounced on 
Jordan Oesterle’s turnover and 
cut in alone.

“I’ve had breakaways in the 

previous games and hadn’t 
scored,” Nylander said. “So it’s 
nice to score on one.”

Eight of Toronto’s last nine 
games have been decided by 
one goal, including three over-
time losses and one in regula-
tion. In the Maple Leafs’ 4-2 
loss to Colorado on Monday, the 
Avalanche’s Gabriel Landeskog 
finished the scoring with a late 
empty-netter.

“That’s the way it is every 
night,” said Maple Leafs coach 
Mike Babcock, whose team 
won for the second time in 
seven games. “I still think we 
can play way better.”

Toronto’s Nazem Kadri con-

nected for his 15th goal, a 
power-play score that snapped 
a seven-game scoring drought 
and was just his second goal in 
20 games. Mitch Marner also 
scored for the Maple Leafs. 

Kings 2, Flames 1 (OT): 
Tanner Pearson scored with 
26.1 seconds left in overtime to 
lead visiting Los Angeles past 
Calgary.

Pearson took a pass from 
Drew Doughty and shot the 
puck past Mike Smith to help 
the Kings beat the Flames for 
the first time this season after 
losing the previous two meet-
ings between the teams. 
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MELBOURNE, Australia 
— For the second time in the 
tournament, Simona Halep 
faced match points and knew 
one mistake would mean an 
exit from the Australian Open 
and the likely loss of her No. 1 
ranking.

For the second time in just 
over a week, she attacked rath-
er than take the safe approach. 
The 26-year-old Romanian 
saved two match points and 
needed four of her own against 
2016 champion Angelique Ker-
ber before winning 6-3, 4-6, 9-7 
in the semifinals.

Halep will face No. 2 Caro-
line Wozniacki in the final on 
Saturday, with one of them 
guaranteed to win a first Grand 
Slam title. The winner will also 
be No. 1 when the next rankings 
are released. Wozniacki, who 
beat Elise Mertens 6-3, 7-6 (2) 
in 1 ½ hours in the first semifi-
nal, hasn’t held the top ranking 
in six years.

For Halep, playing in her first 
Grand Slam as the top seeded 
player, it’s a first major final be-
yond the clay courts of Roland 
Garros. She lost French Open 

finals to Jelena Ostapenko last 
year — having led by a set and a 
break — and to Maria Sharapo-
va in 2014.

For Wozniacki, it’s her first 
Grand Slam final outside of 
America. The two-time U.S. 
Open runner-up also had to 
save match points to reach her 
first Australian Open final. She 
rallied from 5-1 down in the 
third set of her second-round 
win and said she’s been “play-
ing with the house money” ever 
since.

Previous Australian Open 
winners have saved match 
points en route to the final, but 
no woman has done it in two 
matches.

Halep is hoping to change 
that, saying that saving triple 
match point in her third-round 
win against Lauren Davis that 
finished 15-13 in the third set 
had set her up mentally for the 
pressure of the semifinals.

“Definitely was very tough. 
I’m shaking now, I’m really 
emotional because I could win 
this match,” Halep said imme-
diately after beating Kerber in 
another marathon. “I’m glad I 
could resist. Not easy in the tour-

nament to have these matches, 
but I have just to enjoy.”

Marin Cilic is also enjoying 
his run, following up his quar-
terfinal upset of top-ranked Ra-
fael Nadal with a 6-2, 7-6 (4), 6-2 
win over No. 49 Kyle Edmund 
on Thursday. In his first Aus-
tralian final in his 10th attempt, 
the 2014 U.S. Open champion 
will face the winner of Friday’s 
semifinal between defending 
champion Roger Federer and 
Hyeon Chung.

Cilic lost to Federer in last 
year’s Wimbledon final, where 
he was injured and struggling 
at the end. 

“I’m feeling really, really 
good physically,” he said. “I 
played a great tournament so 
far with my level of tennis.

Halep twisted her left ankle 
in the first round, and said she’d 
made the decision then to risk it 
all at Melbourne Park and take 
a rest later.

“This match I had two match 
balls and I lost them so I said 
that if she came back, I can do 
it. I had just confidence in my-
self,” she said.

Halep has a new resolve 
after back-to-back first-round 

exits previously at Melbourne 
Park. She won a lot of the long, 
intense rallies against Kerber 
and hit 50 winners, which sur-
prised even her. She raced to a 
5-0 lead in the first set, and led 
3-1 in the second, but didn’t wilt 
as Kerber came back.

“I try to be very calm, but 
today I was like a roller coaster, 
up and down,” she said. “But I 
didn’t give up, not even a ball. 
I’m really proud of myself, 
actually.”

It wasn’t too different for Ker-
ber, who was the only Grand 
Slam champion still in the 
women’s draw after she beat 
Sharapova in the third round.

“I had the two match points, 
but even I did two chances, she 
played good, so I couldn’t do 
anything,” Kerber said. “It was 
just a battle at the end. It’s just 
one or two points which decides 
the match. I gave everything.”

Wozniacki appeared to be 
coasting, getting breaks in the 
middle of each set of her semi-
final match, but got tight when 
she was serving for the match 
at 5-4. From 30-15, she dou-
ble-faulted twice and Mertens 
passed her with a forehand win-
ner to level the set at 5-5. 

Halep, Wozniacki earn berths in final
Australian Open

Michigan State president resigns in wake of scandal
Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
— Michigan State President 
Lou Anna Simon submitted her 
resignation Wednesday amid 
an outcry over the school’s 
handling of allegations against 
Larry Nassar.

The announcement that 
Simon was stepping down 
came hours after the sentenc-
ing of Nassar, who worked at 
Michigan State as a doctor and 
received 40 to 175 years in pris-
on for molesting young girls 
and women under the guise of 
medical treatment. Several of 
the 150-plus victims who spoke 
at the hearing were former ath-
letes at the school, and many 
victims accused the university 

of mishandling past complaints 
about Nassar.

“As tragedies are politicized, 
blame is inevitable,” Simon said 
in her resignation letter . “As 
president, it is only natural that 
I am the focus of this anger.”

Simon was promoted to school 
president in 2005 after moving 
up the ranks while flourishing 
in various administrative roles.

“We agree with Dr. Simon 
that it is now time for change,” 
Board of Trustees Chairman 
Brian Breslin said in a state-
ment. “President Simon has 
served with distinction as 
MSU’s President for 13 years 
and has been a constant pres-
ence at the university for more 
than 40 years. She literally has 
devoted her entire professional 

life to this institution, and more 
than anyone else has helped 
make MSU a national and in-
ternational leader in higher 
education.”

Simon’s resignation was wel-
comed in Michigan’s Legisla-
ture, where pressure had been 
building for her to step down.

Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr., a Dem-
ocrat from East Lansing, where 
the campus is located, called it 
“an important step in moving 
the university forward.”

“We need to create a cul-
ture at Michigan State where 
survivors are listened to and 
believed,” Hertel said. “I don’t 
think that’s happened — not 
just in this case. I don’t think 
anyone could say that Lou Anna 
Simon hasn’t had great accom-

plishments. But I think in this 
case, her actions did not meet 
the leadership that we need at 
Michigan State.”

Hertel, who graduated from 
Michigan State, said further 
investigation is needed. State 
Attorney General Bill Schuette 
will review how Michigan State 
handled the allegations against 
Nassar. And the NCAA has 
asked the school for information 
regarding potential violations 
related to Nassar.

 Former Michigan State gym-
nastics coach Kathie Klages 
resigned last year after she was 
suspended for defending Nas-
sar over the years. Klages is 
accused of downplaying com-
plaints made by two teens in 
1997. 
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PHILADELPHIA — Ben 
Simmons had 19 points, 17 re-
bounds and 14 assists for his 
fifth triple-double of the season 
to lead the Philadelphia 76ers 
to a 115-101 victory over the 
Chicago Bulls on Wednesday 
night.

Dario Saric added 21 points 
and 10 rebounds and Joel Em-
biid had 22 points for the 76ers, 
who have won seven of 10.

Bobby Portis scored 22 
points and Zach LaVine had 21 
for the Bulls.

Philadelphia played without 
guards JJ Redick (left leg), 
T.J. McConnell (personal) and 
Jerryd Bayless (left wrist), but 

Simmons picked up the slack.
The rookie was just two as-

sists away from a triple-double 
in the first half when he helped 
the 76ers to a 55-41 halftime 
lead with 11 points, 13 rebounds 
and eight assists. His slam 
dunk with 7:40 left in the third 
quarter was part of a dominat-
ing period for Philadelphia.

Rockets 104, Mavericks 
97: James Harden scored 25 
points after getting named 
to his sixth straight Western 
Conference All-Star team and 
Houston beat host Dallas.

 Celtics 113, Clippers 102: 
Kyrie Irving scored 20 points, 
Jayson Tatum had 18 and vis-
iting Boston defeated Los An-

geles to snap a season-high 
four-game losing streak.

 Trail Blazers 123, Timber-
wolves 114: Damian Lillard 
had 31 points a day after get-
ting his third All-Star nod and 
host Portland beat Minnesota.

 Spurs 108, Grizzlies 85: At 
Memphis, Tenn., Pau Gasol fin-
ished an assist short of a triple-
double, Patty Mills scored 15 
points and San Antonio beat the 
Grizzlies.

 Pelicans 101, Hornets 96: 
Jrue Holiday and Anthony 
Davis each scored 19 points, 
DeMarcus Cousins had 16 
points and 13 rebounds and 
New Orleans defeated host 
Charlotte for its sixth win in 

the last seven games.
 Pacers 116, Suns 101: 

Thaddeus Young scored 22 
points, Victor Oladipo had 21 
points and nine assists and In-
diana pulled away from host 
Phoenix. 

Jazz 98, Pistons 95 (OT): 
Joe Ingles made a tying layup 
in the final seconds of regula-
tion, then added two straight 
three-pointers in overtime to 
lift visiting Utah over Detroit.

 Raptors 108, Hawks 93: 
Jonas Valanciunas had 16 
points and 13 rebounds, and 
well-rested Toronto used 
strong three-point shooting to 
beat host Atlanta. 

NBA roundup

Simmons’ 5th triple-double lifts Sixers

College basketball roundup

Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Point guard 
Quentin Goodin scored 13 of 
his team-high 15 points while 
No. 8 Xavier took control in 
the first half, and the Muske-
teers routed Marquette 89-70 
on Wednesday night to remain 
unbeaten at home.

The Musketeers (19-3, 7-2 
Big East) surged ahead by 26 
and were never threatened as 
they beat the Golden Eagles 
for the second time this season. 
Xavier has won eight of the last 
10 games between the schools.

Trevon Bluiett scored 13 
and became the fifth Muske-
teers player with 2,000 career 
points.

Markus Howard had 33 for 
Marquette (13-7, 4-4), which 
entered second in the nation in 
three-pointers. But the Golden 
Eagles went only 6-for-23 from 
outside the arc, matching their 
season low for threes.

No. 9 Cincinnati 75, Temple 
42: Gary Clark had 17 points 
and 10 rebounds, and Jarron 
Cumberland scored 11 of his 

13 in the first half to help the 
Bearcats extend the nation’s 
longest home winning streak 
with a victory over the Owls.

Kyle Washington had 13 
points and nine rebounds for 
Cincinnati (17-2, 7-0 American 
Athletic Conference), which 
won its 11th consecutive game 
and 37th straight at home while 
completing a regular-season 
sweep of the Owls. 

No. 19 Auburn 91, Mis-
souri 73: Jared Harper scored 
21 points for the visiting Ti-
gers (18-2, 6-1 Southeastern 
Conference).

Bryce Brown and Desean 
Murray each added 16 points 
as five Auburn players scored 
in double figures.  

South Carolina 77, No. 20 
Florida 72: Wesley Myers 
scored a season-high 22 points, 
Chris Silva added a double-dou-
ble and the visiting Gamecocks 
upset the Gators.

 Wyoming 104, No. 23 Ne-
vada 103: Hayden Dalton 
scored seven of his 25 points 
in the second overtime and 
the host Cowboys outlasted the 

Wolf Pack.
Justin James had 33 points 

and 10 rebounds for Wyoming 
(13-7, 4-3 Mountain West). 
Louis Adams added 17 points, 
including a free throw that put 
the Cowboys up 104-100 with 
6.2 seconds left. 

No. 24 Rhode Island 78, 
Fordham 58: Andre Berry 
scored 20 points on 9-for-12 
shooting, Jared Terrell had 17 
points and six assists, and the 
visiting Rams won easily.

Stan Robinson added 16 
points, seven steals and six re-
bounds for newly ranked Rhode 
Island (16-3, 8-0 Atlantic 10), 
which moved into the AP Top 25 
this week for the first time since 
November 2016. Rhode Island 
has won 11 straight games for 
the first time in 70 years. 

Service academies
Bucknell 87, Navy 67: 

Stephen Brown scored a ca-
reer-high 27 points with seven 
three-pointers and the visiting 
Bison beat the Midshipmen for 
their seventh straight victory.

Bucknell (14-8, 8-1) main-

tained sole possession of first 
place in the Patriot League 
with its sixth straight road win 
of the season — equaling its 
longest in the last six years.

  Bryce Dulin scored 10 points 
of Navy’s first 13 points and 
finished with 14 points. Shawn 
Anderson added 13 points for 
the Midshipmen (13-9, 4-5), 
who have lost 17 of the last 18 
meetings in the series.

Utah St. 71, Air Force 49: 
Sam Merrill scored 21 points 
with five three-pointers, Koby 
McEwen added 20 points, and 
the host Aggies opened the sec-
ond half with a big run to beat 
the Falcons and end a four-
game skid.

   Ryan Swan led the Falcons 
(8-11, 2-5) with 10 points.

Colgate 81, Army 78: Jor-
dan Robertson scored 14 points 
with a career-best eight re-
bounds and the visiting Raiders 
survived a last-gasp three-point 
attempt as time ran out, allow-
ing them to hang onto a come-
from-behind victory over the 
Black Knights. 

Goodin leads No. 8 Xavier past Marquette
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