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Caudle eyes fleet growth, sailor health

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — The show of hands by
sailors in answer to a question
about their well-being was not
what the Navy’s highest-ranking
active-duty officer was hoping to
see during a recent visit to this At-
lantic Ocean base.

Adm. Daryl Caudle, chief of na-
val operations, wanted to find out
whether the more than 200 sailors
in attendance at ameeting Friday
know that he considers them his
top priority.

Only about 10% raised their
handinaffirmation,aresponse he
called disappointing.

But the sailors’ candor re-
vealed important lessons, among
them that better communication
is needed regarding his efforts to
improve their quality of life, Cau-
dle said during the meeting.

Caudle told the sailors at Rota
that he is their “strongest advo-
cate” for what they need tobe suc-
cessful, and he wants to know if
their expectations are not being
met.

Skepticism may also have been
behind the lack of affirmative re-
sponse from service members,
who have heard those promises
before, Caudlelatertold Stars and
Stripes. Allaying doubts will re-
quire visible investment and re-
sults, he added.

“It’s OK that they challenge me
on that,” Caudle said. “I want to
rally behind what we'’re talking
abouthere sothat (oureffortsare)
palpable and measurable.”

The Rota stopover by Caudle
and Master Chief Petty Officer of
the Navy John Perryman fol-
lowed a similar two-day visit at
U.S. Naval Support Activity Na-
plesin Italy.

Those personal check-ins
dovetailed with separate appear-
ances at both bases by Secretary
of the Navy John Phelan.

In the visits to Rota and Naples,
sailors were more interested in
learning Caudle’s thoughts on the
threats in Europe, the Indo-Pacif-
ic and Middle East than answers
to the more granular work-relat-
edissueshe usually addresses, he
said.

For example, he fielded ques-
tions about the safety of sailors
and their families in the Middle
East, what carrier would deploy
next and where (spoiler: Caudle
doesn’t know where the George
H.W. Bush Carrier Strike Group
will go) and the Navy’s operations
in the Caribbean Sea.

Those queries and others re-
veal that sailors there are motiv-
ated, focused, ready to do their
jobsand proud to be serving, Cau-
dle said.

The visits to both bases in the
U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Afri-
ca/U.S. 6th Fleet command by the
Navy’s highest officials demon-
strate their significance to U.S.
defense, particularly in the East-
ern Mediterranean Sea, which
Caudle characterized asthe “cen-
ter of gravity” in the region.

The Navy’s capabilities and
reach there allow incomparable
synergy among U.S. European
Command, U.S. Africa Command
and U.S. Central Command thea-
ters, an area stretching from NA-
TO’s southern flank into Africa
and the Middle East, Caudle said.

In addition to his experiences
with sailors in Naples and Rota,
Caudle discussed his Sailors First
initiative and efforts tomodernize
and grow the fleet, among other
topics.

Sailors First is a key initiative
for Caudle in revamping the Na-
vy’s efforts to foster sailors’ well-
being through top-notch combat
platforms, training, education
and support.

The effort includes ensuring
that the service meets or exceeds
expectations in such areas as

housing, recreation, day -care,
grocery shopping, food service
and schools.

Better quality of life

Soon after officially taking his
postin August, Caudle ordered an
end to the practice of having sail-
ors live on ships when they aren’t
underway, an effort he character-
ized as a no-brainer in improving
quality of life.

Todothat, the service wouldin-
vest in unaccompanied and fam-
ily housing and help sailors make
good use of a recent increase in
their basic allowance for housing.

The directiveisin line with rec-
ommendations in a 2023 Navy in-
vestigation into the suicides of
several sailors assigned to the air-
craft carrier USS George Wash-
ington.

Junior sailors were living in
poor conditions on and offthe ship
while the carrier was undergoing
agrueling yearslong overhaul, in-
vestigators found.

The investigation included 48
recommendations to better the
quality of life for sailors.

In tackling the issue, Caudle
learned that an estimated 7,500 to
10,000 sailors were assigned to
live on ships. Today, that number
has been reduced by more than
half, to between 2,500 and 3,000,
Caudle said at NSA Naples last
week.

“No sailor’s mailing address
should be a ship,” he said.

Caudle hopes to see the num-
ber reduced to zero as soon as
nextyear. Commands willneed to
be creative in using barracks and
off-base housing to achieve that
goal, he said.

A small number of sailors may
want to continue living on their
ships, he added.

Caudle also intends to moder-
nize galleys so they meet the nu-
tritional and dietary needs of sail-
ors. Ensuring affordable, availa-

ble and durable uniforms and
free Wi-Fiin barracks also are on
the list, according to the memo.

Future of the force

Caudle acknowledges that the
demand for Navy forces is grow-
ing across theaters, including a
carrier presence in waters off the
coast of Venezuela.

But the need demonstrates the
unique benefits and advantages
the service offers to the Joint
Command, he said in his talks
with sailors.

Forexample,the Navyrecently
postured forces including the air-
craft carrier USS Abraham Lin-
colnin the Arabian Seato address
growing tensions with Iran while
it maintains a similarly sized
force in the Caribbean, he told
sailors at both Naples and Rota.

Meanwhile, five destroyers
maintain Navy presence in Eu-
rope, and a carrier strike group
and other forces are on patrol in
the Indo-Pacific to address con-
cerns about China.

The Navy’s force structure lets
the service easily mobilize its
forces across the world, he said,
adding that “the fact that it just
doesn’tmatter” where Bushis de-
ployed is “the greatest comple-
ment“ a person in his position
could have.

And that degree of capability
will only improve with the growth
initiative known as the Golden
Fleet, Caudle said.

It proposes to preserve existing
Navy platforms such as aircraft
carriers, destroyers, submarines
and amphibious assault ships
while adding new vessels, such as
a battleship designed to deliver
superior firepower.

The plan also prioritizes
drones, robots and autonomous
systems as central in reshaping
and strengthening the Navy for
future conflicts, Defense News
reported in December.
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New helmets set for Marine, Navy pilots

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

Some Navy and Marine Corps
aviators will get lighter, more ca-
pable helmets in the coming
years as the services replace the
headgear their pilots have worn
for decades with a modern mod-
el.

The Navy in January awarded
Gentex Corp. a $22.6 million con-
tract to produce more than 5,000
Next-Generation Fixed Wing
Helmets for Navy and Marine pi-
lots flying F/A-18 Hornets and
Super Hornets, EA-18G Grow-
lers and other fixed-wing air-
craft, Naval Air Systems Com-
mand announced Feb. 4. The
new helmets will replace the
Gentex-built HGU-S5/P and
HGU-68P that pilots have worn
since the 1980s and 1990s, re-
spectively.

The helmets were designed
with extensive input from cur-

rent Navy and Air Force flyers,
according to Gentex. The new
helmets are much lighter than
the legacy headgear and easy to
upgrade to incorporate digital
advancements — like moder-
nized heads-up displays and
night-vision capabilities — to fu-
tureproof them for the foreseea-
ble future, according to the com-
pany.

The new helmet, dubbed the
NGFWH, “delivers meaningful
advancements in aircrew safety,
comfort, and mission perfor-
mance, ensuring Naval aviators
and Naval flight officers are
equipped with technology that
keeps pace with the rapidly
evolving demands of modern
aviation,” Robert McCay, Gen-
tex’s vice president for aircrew
systems, said in a news release.
“We are honored to continue our
trusted partnership with the U.S.
Navy and look forward to provid-

ing the US military and interna-
tional allies with the [new] hel-
met system for decades to
come.”

Those advances will “improve
both aircrew health and combat
effectiveness,” according to the
Navy.

The advanced -carbon-fiber
construction reduces the amount
of weight pilots feel on their
heads and an “optimized center
of gravity” is designed to address
chronic neck and back strain pi-
lots have reported for decades
from long missions with heavy
headgear, according to the Navy.

“The NGFWH is a leap for-
ward in aircrew ergonomics. By
utilizing a lighter, more balanced
carbon-fiber shell, we are signif-
icantly reducing the long-term
physical toll on our aviators,”
Capt. Joseph Kamara, the Naval
Aircrew Systems program man-
ager, said in a news release.

“This isn’t just a piece of safety
gear; it’s amodular platform that
allows us to rapidly integrate the
next generation of digital cockpit
technology without needing to
field an entirely new helmet ev-
ery few years.”

The latest helmet comes as the
Navy, Marine Corps and Air
Force have all worked in recent
years to upgrade pilots’ head-
gear. The new helmets will not
be available to F-35 Lightning IT
stealth fighter pilots, who wear a
highly advanced helmet specifi-
cally built for that aircraft. The
$400,000 F-35 helmet takes pi-
lots about two days to have per-
sonally fitted to their bodies, De-
fense Department officials have
said.

The Navy said the NGFWH
contract awarded to Gentex is
open-ended and more of the hel-
mets could be produced after the
initial 5,000-helmet order.

Europeans to take charge at two NATO commands

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
Leadership of two NATO com-
mands will shift from U.S. to Eu-
ropean handsin connection with
ashakeup aimed at having allies
shoulder more responsibility in
the 32-nation bloc, according to
an organization insider.

NATO Joint Force Command
in Norfolk, Va., and a similar
headquarters in Naples, Italy,
both led by American officers,
will eventually transfer to Euro-
pean officers, the NATO official
told Stars and Stripes on Tues-
day.

Unaffected by the planislead-
ership of NATO’s Supreme Al-
lied Commander Europe slot,
which has always been in the
hands of an American officer.

“Allies have agreed on a new
distribution of senior officer re-
sponsibility across the NATO

command structure in which
European allies, including NA-
TO’s newest members, will play
amore prominentrolein the alli-
ance’smilitaryleadership,” said
the official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The official described the ar-
rangement as “Europe moving
to the fore, and Americans abso-
lutely committed to NATO.”

In a related move, responsi-
bility for NATO’s Maritime
Command in the United King-
dom will be shifted to the leader
of the Naples-based U.S. Naval
Forces Europe-Africa.

The plan would give the head
of NAVEUR-AF dual-hatted
NATO command responsibili-
ties in a similar manner to the
leaders of U.S. Army Europe
and Africaand U.S. Air Forcesin
Europe and Air Forces Africa,
who oversee corresponding NA-
TO land and air command head-

quarters.

A NATO statement Tuesday
offered more detail about the ar-
rangement.

The U.K. will lead Joint Force
Command Norfolk, and Italy
will do the same for the Naples
headquarters. Meanwhile, Ger-
many and Poland will share
leadership of Joint Force Com-
mand Brunssum in the Nether-
lands on a rotational basis.

The change puts Europeansin
charge of all three of NATO’s
four-star commands, whichlead
at the operational level in crisis
and conflict, the statement said.

The developments, first re-
ported by Politico on Monday,
come ahead of a NATO defense
ministers meeting Thursday in
Brussels, where allies are ex-
pected to discuss U.S. force pos-
ture in Europe.

During the past year, Ameri-
can officials including Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth have
emphasized the need for alliesin
Europe to shoulder more re-
sponsibility for NATO and the
defense of Europe.

In particular, the Pentagon
wants allies to provide the lion’s
share of military capabilities
whenitcomesto the convention-
al defense of the Continent.
Those priorities also now extend
to NATO’s command structure
as Europeans take on more
prominent roles.

Matthew Whitaker, the U.S.
ambassadortoNATO, said Mon-
day that the U.S. remains com-
mitted to the alliance but that al-
lies must follow through on
plans to beef up their own de-
fenses.

“We are not trying to disman-
tleNATO,” Whitaker said at a fo-
rum in Munich ahead of a major
security conference in that city
later this week.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Dems unhappy with White House ICE deal

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Demo-
cratic leaders say a proposal
from the White House is “in-
complete and insufficient” as
they are demanding new re-
strictions on President Donald
Trump’s immigration crack-
down and threatening a shut-
down of the Homeland Security
Department.

Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer and House
Democratic leader Hakeem
Jeffries said in a statement late
Monday that a White House
counterproposal to the list of de-
mands they transmitted over
the weekend “included neither
details nor legislative text” and
does not address “the concerns
Americans have about ICE’s
lawless conduct.” The White
House proposal was not re-
leased publicly.

The Democrats’ statement
comes as time is running short,

with another partial govern-
ment shutdown threatening to
begin Saturday.

Among the Democrats’ de-
mands are a requirement for
judicial warrants, better identi-
fication of DHS officers, new
use-of-force standards and a
stop to racial profiling.

They say such changes are
necessary after two protesters
were fatally shot by federal
agents in Minneapolis last
month.

Earlier Monday, Senate Ma-
jority Leader John Thune, R-
S.D., had expressed optimism
about the rare negotiations be-
tween Democrats and the White
House, saying there was “for-
ward progress.”

Thune said it was a good sign
that the two sides were trading
papers, and “hopefully they can
find some common ground
here.”

But coming to an agreement

on the charged issue of immi-
gration enforcement will be dif-
ficult, especially as rank-and-
file lawmakers in both parties
were skeptical about finding
common ground.

Republicans have balked at
the Democrats’ requests and
some have demands of their
own, including the addition of
legislation that would require
proof of citizenship before
Americans register to vote and
restrictions on cities that they
say do not do enough to crack
down on illegal immigration.

And many Democrats who
are furious about Immigration
and Customs Enforcement’s ag-
gressive crackdown have said
they won’t vote for another pen-
ny of Homeland Security fund-
ing until enforcementis radical-
ly scaled back.

“Dramatic changes are need-
ed at the Department of Home-
land Security before a DHS

funding bill moves forward,”
Jeffries said earlier Monday.
“Period. Full stop.”

Congress is trying to renego-
tiate the DHS spending bill after
Trump agreed to a Democratic
request that it be separated out
from alarger spending measure
that became law last week. That
package extended Homeland
Security funding at current lev-
els only through Feb. 13, creat-
ing a brief window for action as
the two parties discuss new re-
strictions on ICE and other fed-
eral officers.

Democrats made the de-
mands for new restrictions on
ICE and other federal law en-
forcement after ICU nurse Alex
Pretti was shot and killed by a
U.S. Border Patrol officer in
Minneapolis on Jan. 24, and
some Republicans suggested
that new restrictions were nec-
essary. Renee Good was shot by
ICE agents on Jan. 7.

US official admits meeting
Epstein despite early claims

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Under
questioning from Democrats
Tuesday, Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick acknowledged
that he had met with Jeffrey Ep-
stein twice after his 2008 con-
viction for soliciting prostitu-
tion from a child, reversing Lut-
nick’s previous claim that he
had cut ties with the late finan-
cier after 200S.

Lutnick once again down-
played his relationship with the
disgraced financier who was
once his neighbor in New York
City as he was questioned by
Democrats during a subcom-
mittee hearing of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. He de-
scribed their contact as a hand-
ful of emails and a pair of meet-
ings that were years apart.

“I did not have any relation-
ship with him. I barely had any-
thing to do with him,” Lutnick

told lawmakers.

But Lutnick is facing calls
from several lawmakers for his
resignation after the release of
case files on Epstein contradict-
ed Lutnick’s claims on a podcast
last year that he had decided to
“never be in the room” with Ep-
stein again after a 200S tour of
Epstein’s home that disturbed
Lutnick and his wife.

The commerce secretary said
Tuesday that he and his family
actually had lunch with Epstein
on his private island in 2012 and
he had another hour-long en-
gagement at Epstein’s home in
2011. Lutnick, a member of
President Donald Trump’s Cab-
inet, is the highest-profile U.S.
official to face bipartisan calls
for his resignation amid revela-
tions of his ties to Epstein. His
acknowledgment comes as law-
makers are grasping for what
accountability looks like.

Governors won’t meet Trump
after only Republicans invited

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Governors Association
will no longer hold a formal
meeting with President Donald
Trump when the group of state
leaders meets in Washington
later this month after the White
House planned to invite only
Republicans.

“NGA staff was informed that
the White House intends to limit
invitations to the annual busi-
ness meeting, scheduled for
February 20, to Republican gov-
ernors only,” Oklahoma Gov.
Kevin Stitt, a Republican who is
the chairman of the NGA, said
in a letter to fellow governors
obtained by The Associated
Press. “Because NGA’s mission
is to represent all SS governors,
the Association is no longer
serving as the facilitator for that
event, and it is no longer includ-
ed in our official program.”

The NGA is scheduled to
meet in Washington from Feb.
19-21. Representatives for Stitt,
the White House and the NGA
didn’timmediately comment on
the letter.

The governors group is one of
the few remaining venues
where political leaders from
both major parties gather to dis-
cuss the top issues facing their
communities. In his letter, Stitt
encouraged governors to unite
around common goals.

“We cannot allow one divisive
action to achieve its goal of di-
viding us,” he wrote. “The solu-
tion is not to respond in kind, but
to rise above and to remain fo-
cused on our shared duty to the
people we serve. America’s gov-
ernors have always been mod-
els of pragmatic leadership, and
that example is most important
when Washington grows dis-
tracted by politics.”
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IRS: $1,776 payment to troops tax-free

MassLive

The Internal Revenue Service
has confirmed that a widely dis-
cussed $1,776 payment distrib-
uted to service members will not
be subject to federal income tax-
es, resolving a major point of un-
certainty as tax filing season be-
gins.

The payment, called the
“Warrior Dividend,” qualifies
as anon-taxable military benefit
under federal law. Because the
funds were issued as a supple-
mental basic allowance for
housing rather than standard in-
come or bonus pay, recipients

will not include the amount in
their taxable gross income for
2025.

The confirmation puts to rest
questions on whether the pay-
ment — a symbolic nod to 1776
and the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary—would increase tax liabil-
ities or affect credits and deduc-
tions this filing cycle.

Pentagon press officials wel-
comed the clarification, noting
that service members will keep
the full $1,776 without federal
tax withholding.

“The tax-free Warrior Divi-
dend places $1,776 directly in

the hands of our warfighters and
their families,” a Pentagon
spokesperson said in a January
statement.

The payment’s origins trace
back to a December announce-
ment from the White House,
when the administration intro-
duced the Warrior Dividend as a
thank-you gesture for active ser-
vice personnel and select Re-
serve members.

“In honor of our nation’s
foundingin1776, we are sending
every soldier $1,776,” President
Donald Trump said during the
Dec. 17 announcement.

The dividend applies to 1.28
million active-duty service
members who were in qualify-
ing service status as of Nov. 30.

It also includes 174,000 Re-
servists and National Guard
members who were on active-
duty orders for at least 31 con-
secutive days as of Nov. 30, 2025.

The payments exclude gener-
al and flag officers in pay grades
above 0-6. It also does not in-
clude veterans, retirees, civilian
Defense  Department em-
ployees or most National Guard
members not on qualifying or-
ders.

EU drafts concessions list
for Russia in bid for peace

Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The European
Unionis drafting alist of conces-
sions it believes Russia must
make to secure any long-term
peace in Ukraine, the bloc’s top
diplomat said Tuesday, as U.S.-
run talks to end four years of war
show little sign of progress.

Russian forces used cluster
munitions in an attack on a mar-
ket in Ukraine Killing seven as
envoys from Moscow and Kyiv
met in Abu Dhabi last week for
another round of U.S.-brokered
talks. No breakthrough was
made, although a new prisoner
swap was agreed.

After saying in 2024 that he
could end the war in a day, then
100 days, President Donald
Trump has now given Ukraine
and Russia until June to come to
an agreement.

The EUis convinced Russiais
not negotiating seriously and it
doubts European and Ukrainian
interests are being represented
by the Trump administration, so
work has begun on “a sustaina-
ble peace plan” that might force
Moscow’s hand.

“We have just seen increased
bombing by Russians during
these talks,” EU foreign policy
chief Kaja Kallas said, including

the targeting of Ukraine’s elec-
tricity grid during whathasbeen
the coldest winter of the war.

Kallas said the 27-nation bloc
is “very grateful” for U.S. diplo-
matic efforts so far, but “to have
sustainable peace also, every-
body around the table including
the Russians and the Americans
need to understand that you
need Europeans to agree.”

“We also have conditions,”
Kallas told reporters in Brus-
sels. “And we should put the con-
ditions not on Ukrainians that
have already been pressured a
lot, but on the Russians.”

A draft list of conditions is
likely to be shared among EU
member countries in coming
days for a possible discussion
when the bloc’s foreign minis-
ters meet Feb. 23.

Kallas said the Europeans do
not want to start a separate track
of peace talks, which Russia
would likely dismiss, but that it
is important “to change the nar-
rative.”

“Everybody wants this war to
stop, except the Russians,” she
said. “We can push them into the
place where they actually want
to end this war. They’re not
there yet. Unfortunately, it’s not
an easy solution.”

Top Iran official in Oman,
site of nuke talks with US

Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates— A top Iranian security of-
ficial traveled Tuesday to
Oman, the Mideast sultanate
now mediating talks between
Tehran and Washington over
the Islamic Republic’s nuclear
program aimed at halting a pos-
sible American strike.

The visit by Ali Larijani, a for-
mer Iranian parliament speak-
er who now serves as the secre-
tary to the country’s Supreme
National Security Council, like-
ly focused on what comes next
after the initial round of indirect
talks held last week in Muscat
with the Americans.

Larijani’s entourage shared
photos of him meeting with
Omani Foreign Minister Badr
al-Busaidi, the chief intermedi-
ary in the United States-Iran
talks, with what appeared to be
a letter sheathed in plastic and
sitting alongside the Omani dip-
lomat.

Iran has in the past commun-
icated its positions in writing
when dealing with the Ameri-
cans — and famously, Japan’s
then-Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe tried to hand Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei a letter from Presi-

dent Donald Trump in 2019 that
he refused to take.

Iranian media had said Lari-
jani would deliver an important
message. Iranian state televi-
sion hours after that meeting,
however, described al-Busaidi
as having “handed over a letter”
to Larijani. It did not elaborate
from where the letter came.

Larijani also met with Oman’s
Sultan Haitham bin Tariq for
nearly three hours, the state-
run IRNA news agency report-
ed. Neither Iran nor Oman of-
fered any details on what had
been discussed in Larijani’s
meetings. Larijani was later to
travel to Qatar, which hosts a
U.S. military installation that
Iran attacked in June after the
U.S. bombed Iranian nuclear
sites during the 12-day Iran-Is-
rael war.

Iran and the U.S. held new nu-
clear talks last week in Oman.
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi, speaking Sunday to diplo-
mats at a summit in Tehran, sig-
naled that Iran would stick to its
position that it must be able to
enrich uranium — a major point
of contention with Trump. That
war disrupted earlier rounds of
nuclear talks between Washing-
ton and Tehran.
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Ex-principal avoids jail
after party at her home

F ORLANDO — A for-

mer Brevard County
school principal accused of al-
lowing a raucous, alcohol-
fueled party for minors at her
home last year accepted a plea
deal Monday that allows her to
avoid jail time.

Prosecutors said the party at
the home of Elizabeth Hill-Bro-
digan, the former principal of
Roosevelt Elementary School in
Cocoa Beach, on the night of
Jan. 19, 2025, led to one minor
being evaluated by paramedics
for alcohol poisoning and anoth-
er being arrested for driving un-
der the influence.

Hill-Brodigan, who accord-
ing to a warrant affidavit has a
relative that attends Cocoa
Beach High School, was sen-
tenced Monday to two years of
probation after pleading no con-
test to holding an open house
party and contributing to the de-
linquency or dependency of mi-
nors as part of the deal, prose-
cutors announced that day.

Cocoa Beach police respon-
ded to Hill-Brodigan’s home
that night after receiving multi-
ple calls about the party. There
was an active party at the home
when police initially arrived,
the former principal’s arrest
warrant affidavit said.

Teacher suspended after
report of porn in class

N HILLSBOROUGH
— A Cedar Ridge
High School teacher has been
suspended after students re-
ported being shown a porno-
graphic image in class, accord-
ing to a parent and district offi-

cials.

The parent, who did not want
to be named because of retalia-
tion fears, told The Raleigh
News & Observer that civics
teacher Francis Felicelli began
showing a slide presentation to
his ninth-grade students Thurs-
day morning.

But the third image on the
screen had one or more naked
women engaged in a sex act
with a naked man, their stu-
dents told them.

Orange County Schools dis-
trict spokesman Kevin Smith
confirmed Felicelli has been
suspended with pay while an in-
vestigation is being conducted.

Harvard proposes cap on
A’s amid grade inflation

MA BOSTON — Har-

vard University is
proposing to limit the number of
top grades awarded to under-
graduate students, responding
to concerns that grade inflation
may weaken the meaning of a
degree from the school.

The plan would cap A grades
at 20% of undergraduates, with
some flexibility, across courses
and departments if it’s ap-
proved by faculty ahead of the
2026-27 school year, Amanda
Claybaugh, dean of undergrad-
uate education, said in an email
on Friday that included a 19-
page outline of the plan.

Claybaugh announced a com-
mittee to study grading policies
and possible alternatives in No-
vember 2024. At the start of the
current semester, she said the
share of “flat A’s” had fallen to
53%, from 60% previously.

The proposal on Friday cites
concerns from employers and
admissions officials who have
said that “Harvard transcripts

no longer provide them useful
information about the perfor-
mance and distinction of Har-
vard students.”

Oyster season prompts
calls for disaster aid

M ANNAPOLIS —

Maryland officials
are asking for federal help after
what they describe as one of the
worst oyster seasons in state
history, a collapse they say
threatens both watermen and a
cornerstone of the Chesapeake
Bay economy.

U.S. Rep. Andy Harris, R-
Md., this week asked the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration to declare an
economic fishery disaster un-
der the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Act. Such a designa-
tion can unlock emergency fed-
eral assistance for fisheries
harmed by natural or market
conditions.

“Severe weather this year,
combined with shrinking mar-
ket access and increased com-
petition, left many crews effec-
tively tied to the dock,” Harris
said in a statement. He said im-
mediate relief is needed to off-
set financial losses.

Lawmakers also warned of
environmental consequences if
the industry stalls. State Sen.
Johnny Mautz, R-Middle Shore,
said working oyster bars helps
prevent sediment buildup and
supports oyster reproduction.

Judge rules against

on-campus voting sites

N GREENSBORO—A
federal judge on

Sunday ruled against a coalition
of college students from three

North Carolina universities —
including the nation’s largest
HBCU — who sought to compel
the state to host early voting
sites on their campuses.

The judge, William Osteen
Jr., wrote that it would be poten-
tially impossible for the court to
force universities to open early
voting sites on such short notice,
given that in-person voting be-
gins this coming week.

Students from Western Car-
olina University, UNC Greens-
boro and NC A&T State Univer-
sity sued the state in late Janu-
ary after election officials re-
jected their efforts to secure
on-campus early voting sites for
the March 3 primary election.

Skiers on lift witness
man’s fatal fall on slope

c LOS ANGELES — A
skier died at Mam-
moth Mountain on Thursday
following a fatal accident in full
view of other skiers riding a
nearby lift. It was the fourth
death at the resort this season.

The skier, who has not been
identified, was attempting a run
called Dropout 2 — among the
steepest marked trails in Cali-
fornia — which descends from
the summit ridge of the 11,000-
foot mountain.

The run falls about 1,200 ver-
tical feet below a slow, three-
person lift that ferries expert
skiers to some of Mammoth’s
most adventurous terrain.

The man fell hard enough to
pop out of his skis in the steep,
icy moguls near the top of the
run before sliding headfirst for
hundreds of yards, apparently
unable to stop himself, accord-
ing to witnesses who posted on
Reddit.

— From wire reports
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Shiffrin’s woes persist in team combined

Associated Press

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO0, Ita-
ly — Mikaela Shiffrin didn’t of-
fer any excuses. No sense of an-
ger, frustration or tears for that
matter either.

The most decorated slalom
racer in history could tell the
snow under her skis didn’t feel
right as she made her way down
the Tofane Alpine Skiing Center
in the first Olympic women’s
team combined event on Tues-
day.

Something about the feed-
back she was getting seemed ...
off.

By the time Shiffrin crossed
the finish line, the slim lead
Breezy Johnson handed her af-
ter a brilliant and gutsy down-
hill was gone. So was a shot at
the gold, which went to Aus-
tria’s Ariane Raedler and Kath-
arina Huber.

Silver and bronze disap-
peared too, with fellow Team
USA members Jackie Wiles and
Paula Moltzan holding off their
two friends for third to earn the
first Olympic medals of their
lengthy careers.

Four years removed from a
forgettable two weeks in Beijing

when she went 0 for 6 and failed
to even reach the finish line
three times, Shiffrin’s fourth
Olympics began with a run that
started slow and never came to-
gether. She lost time at every
checkpoint, sending her and
Johnson sliding down to fourth.

How sluggish was Shiffrin?
Her time of 45.38 was 15th fas-
test out of the 18 skiers who
reached the bottom. For com-
parison, Shiffrin hadn’t finished
that low in an individual slalom
she finished since 2012, when
she still was a teenager and her
rise to three Olympic medals
and a record 108 World Cup ti-
tles (and counting) was still be-
yond her wildest dreams.

It wasn’t a confidence issue.
Shiffrin took the chair lift up to
the top of the course inspired by
Johnson, who backed up a gold-
medal performance in the wom-
en’s downhill on Sunday by
storming her way to the front to
give Shiffrin a slim lead of .06
seconds heading into the sla-
lom.

Shiffrin, who knows a thing or
two about attention, marveled at
Johnson’s ability to focus given
the whirlwind that comes when

you break through at the Olym-
pics. She leaned forward at the
start intent on giving Johnson
her second gold in 48 hours.

Down at the finish, Wiles and
Moltzan sat in third torn be-
tween rooting for their team-
mates and dreading having a
medal snatched away by the
best to ever do it.

“We were asking for a mira-
cle,” said Wiles.

They got one. Shiffrin stood in
the finish area after her time
was posted and was immediate-
ly embraced by Johnson. Hugs
with Moltzan and Wiles — well
aware of the bullet they dodged
— soon followed.

“I think if you let Michaela go
run that course (again), I think
she’d come down at least a sec-
ond (faster),” Moltzan said.

Only she didn’t. Not this time
anyway. Whatever personal dis-
appointment Shiffrin might
have felt was offset by watching
two friends she’s skied along-
side for the better part of two
decades have their Olympic
moment years in the making.

Wiles, who cried while talk-
ing to the media after a fourth-
place finish in the downhill, be-

came the oldest woman to med-
al in an alpine event at 33 years
and seven months.

“There’s so much sweet about
the day,” Shiffrin said. “So
we’re taking that and I will have
some learning to do like al-
ways.”

Shiffrin was careful to not put
too much pressure on herself,
having learned that every
Olympic experience is differ-
ent. There was joy in Sochi in
2014 and Pyeongchang four
years later. There was dismay
in China after her ambitious
schedule was pockmarked with
baffling DNFs that left her sit-
ting in the snow wondering
what went wrong.

Shiffrin will spend Wednes-
day recovering. On Thursday,
she’ll point to the rest of an
Olympics that may still have
plenty to offer. Just not on Tues-
day, when the comfort level she
needed to get to full speed never
arrived.

“I'm going to have to learn
what to do, what to adjust in the
short time we have before the
other tech races,” she said.
“There’s always something to
learn.”

German Taubitz dominates women'’s single luge race

Associated Press
CORTINA D’AMPEZZO0, Ita-
ly — Julia Taubitz added a new
chapter to Germany’s Olympic
luge dominance. Elina Bota
made some history for Latvia.
And Ashley Farquharson was
moved to tears — after giving
USA Luge just the seventh med-
al in its Olympic history.
Taubitzrolled to the win in the
women’s singles race at the Mi-
lan Cortina Olympics, finishing
her two-day, four-run strut to
the gold in 3 minutes, 30.62S sec-
onds — nearly a full second
ahead of Bota, who got the silver.
Farquharson got the bronze,
the third singles medal ever for
USA Luge at the Olympics and
matching the best finish by an

American women’s slider. Chris
Mazdzer got silver in men’s sin-
gles at the 2018 Pyeongchang
Games, and Erin Hamlin got the
women’s bronze at the 2014 So-
chi Olympics.

This time, it was Farquhar-
son’s turn.

Taubitz got the 17th gold med-
al awarded in women’s singles
luge, and the 13th that went to a
German slider.

The Olympic singles gold
medal was the only thing mis-
sing on Taubitz’s resume.

She’s a two-time women’s sin-
gles world champion, a five-
time World Cup overall cham-
pion, a winner of more than 30
World Cup races and none of
that takes into account how she

has piled up medals as part of
Germany’s  near-unbeatable
team relays.

And now, the biggest medal.
The shiniest one, too. She’s the
Olympic champion, taking over
that crown from now-retired
German great Natalie Geisen-
berger, who won the last three
gold medals.

Emily Fischnaller was 12th
for the Americans in 3:33.03S,
falling from fifth after three
runs with some trouble in her fi-
nal heat. Summer Britcher of
the U.S., a two-time World Cup
race winner this season and now
a four-time Olympian, was 14th
in 3:33.553.

Taubitz and Merle Fraebel
were so far ahead of the field en-

tering Tuesday that the only way
they wouldn’t win gold and sil-
ver was if someone committed a
huge mistake.

Fraebel did exactly that.

It took about one second for
her gold chance — or any medal
chance — to be gone. Fraebel
badly botched the start of her
third run, bouncing off the wall
and ping-ponging her way down
the rest of the track. She went
from second entering the third
run to 10th entering the last, way
out of medal contention.

And that meant, for the fourth
run, Taubitz didn’t even have to
get into fourth gear. With a lead
0f0.704 seconds going into the fi-
nal heat, there was no doubt that
Taubitz would get gold.
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Kansas hands Arizona first loss of season

Associated Press

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Flory
Bidunga had a double-double
and No. 9 Kansas defeated top-
ranked and previously unbeat-
en Arizona 82-78 on Monday
night.

The Wildcats (23-1, 10-1 Big
12) entered Allen Fieldhouse
with the second-longest winning
streak in Division I men’s bas-
ketball.

The Jayhawks (19-5, 9-2)
played without freshman guard
Darryn Peterson, who was alate
scratch with flu-like symptoms.
Peterson has missed 11 games
with a combination of hamstr-
ing, calf and ankle issues.

Arizona held a three-point
lead at halftime and led by as
many as 11 before Kansas took
its first lead of the game at the
9:32 mark in the second half.

Bidunga put the Jayhawks
ahead with a layup, which
capped a personal seven-point

run. He finished with 23 points
on 8-for-11 shooting and added
10 rebounds.

The Wildcats closed within
one point with 34 seconds left in
the game, but senior guard Mel-
vin Council Jr. shot 3 of 4 from
thelineinthe finalminute and 10
of 11 in the game to help seal the
victory for Kansas. He finished
with 23 points. Tre White also
added a pair of late free throws.

No. 7 St. John’s 87, Xavier
82 (0T): Zuby Ejiofor scored six
of his 25 points in overtime and
the host Red Storm outlasted the
pesky Musketeers at Madison
Square Garden for their 10th
consecutive victory.

With his 904th career win on
the court, Hall of Fame coach
Rick Pitino passed Roy Wil-
liams for third place in Division
T history behind Mike Krzyzew-
ski (1,202) and Jim Boeheim
1,116).

It was Pitino’s second victory

in 17 days over his son, Richard,
the first-year coach of Xavier. In
the previous meeting, the elder
Pitino earned his 900th win
when St. John’s rallied from a
16-point deficit in the second
half for an 88-83 victory at the
Musketeers.

Bryce Hopkins added 19
points and nine rebounds for the
Red Storm (19-5, 12-1 Big East),
who won for the 15th time in 17
games and tied No. 6 UConn
atop the conference standings.

Tre Carroll, the Big East’s
leading scorer, had 21 points and
eight rebounds for the Muske-
teers (12-12, 4-9), who have lost
five of six and eight of 11.

No. 24 Louisvile 118, NC
State 77: Mikel Brown Jr. had
10 3-pointers and scored an At-
lantic Coast Conference fresh-
man single-game record 45
points as the host Cardinals
routed the Wolfpack.

Ryan Conwell added 31 and

Louisville (18-6, 8-4 Atlantic
Coast Conference) shot 60% for
the game.

Brown eclipsed the previous
ACC freshman record of 42
points, set last season by Duke’s
Cooper Flagg. The 4S5 points also
tied Hall of Famer Wes Unseld’s
single-game Cardinals scoring
mark, set Dec. 1, 1967, against
Georgetown College.

After up-and-down scoring
outputs in five games since re-
turning from a lower back inju-
ry, the heralded freshman
guard had 21 points with five 3s
by halftime before erasing La-
Bradford Smith’s school fresh-
man mark of 32 midway through
the second.

Ven-Allen Lubin had 20
points and Tre Holloman 19 for
N.C. State (18-7,9-3), which had
won six in a row and entered 6-0
in ACC road games. The Wolf-
pack shot41% and made just18%
from deep.

Raiders hire Kubiak as coach after title with Seahawks

Associated Press

HENDERSON, Nev. — The Las Vegas
Raiders made it official Monday by an-
nouncing Seattle Seahawks offensive coor-
dinator Klint Kubiak will be their next head
coach.

Kubiak arrived in Las Vegas on Monday
fresh off a 29-13 Super Bowl victory over the
New England Patriots on Sunday.

Among the questions facing Kubiak, who
was formally introduced Tuesday, as he
takes over:

B Who he will hire as his coordinators on
offense and defense?

If Kubiak brings coaches with him from
Seattle, he could consider quarterbacks
coach Andrew Janocko for offensive coor-
dinator and Aden Durde on the defensive
side. Though it would be a promotion for Ja-
nocko, Kubiak might still call the plays.
Durde is the Seahawks’ DC, but he would
have the opportunity to have full control of
the defense, unlike in Seattle where coach
Mike Macdonald calls plays on that side of
the ball.

B What to do about defensive end Maxx
Crosby?

Two NFL reporters have said that the

Raiders’ star pass rusher wants out. He
wasn’t happy about being placed on injured
reserve with two games left this past season
and might not have the appetite for another
rebuild attempt. Crosby said on “The Herd
with Colin Cowherd” that no such talk came
from him, but he also didn’t deny he wanted
out.

Las Vegas could get a haul by trading the
28-year-old Crosby and perhaps even accel-
erate the rebuild. Dallas got two first-roun-
ders and three-time Pro Bowl defensive
tackle Kenny Clark by shipping Micah Par-
sons to Green Bay.

B How will he prepare for free agency
and the draft?

The Raiders have the No. 1 pick and more
than $91 million in salary cap space, accord-
ing to overthecap.com, so they have the op-
portunity to greatly upgrade their roster.
It’s almost certain they will use that top pick
on Fernando Mendoza, who won the Heis-
man Trophy and quarterbacked Indiana to
the national championship.

But Las Vegas will need to surround Men-
doza with a lot more talent than is currently
on the roster. Their top priorities will likely
be improving the offensive line and finding

a No. 1 wide receiver. The defense doesn’t
have a glaring weakness, but can use help
throughout that side of the ball.

Kubiak, 38, confirmed during an on-field
interview with NFL Network after the Sea-
hawks won the Super Bowl on Sunday that
he was heading to Las Vegas. Not that it was
a surprise.

Kubiak and the Raiders began working
toward finalizing an agreement more than a
week ago for him to take the job, a person
with knowledge of the discussions said at
the time. The person spoke to The Associat-
ed Press on the condition of anonymity be-
cause no contract was in place and no an-
nouncement could be made until after the
Super Bowl in Santa Clara, Calif.

He’ll be the third coach in three seasons
for Las Vegas and fifth full-time leader
since they moved in 2020. He succeeds Pete
Carroll, who went 3-14 in one season with
the Raiders after a storied run in Seattle that
included two Super Bowl appearances and
one championship.

Kubiak oversaw a Seahawks offense that
went from being ranked 18th the year be-
fore in scoring to third in the NFL this sea-
son and from 14th to eighth in yardage.
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Pistons’ win vs. Hornets ends with brawl

Associated Press

Cade Cunningham had 33
points and nine rebounds, and
the Detroit Pistons hung on to
beat Charlotte 110-104 on Mon-
daynight, snapping the Hornets’
nine-game winning streak in a
wild game that included a fight
and four player ejections.

Charlotte coach Charles Lee
was also ejected after having to
be restrained from going after
an official while arguing a no-
call in the fourth quarter.

Duncan Robinson scored 18
points for Detroit and Jalen Du-
ren added 15 before being eject-
ed when he ignited the brawl by
hitting Moussa Diabate with an
open right hand in the third
quarter.

Brandon Miller scored 24
points for the Hornets, while La-
Melo Ball and Kon Knueppel
each had 20.

Midway through the third
quarter, Duren was driving to-
ward the basket when he was
fouled by Diabate. Duren got
face-to-face with Diabate and
the two appeared to butt heads.
Duren then hit Diabate in the
face with his openright hand, ig-
niting a confrontation thatlasted
more than 30 seconds.

“Emotions were flaring,” Du-
ren said. “At the end of the day,
we would love to keep it basket-
ball, but things happen. Every-
body was just playing hard.”

While Pistons forward Tobias
Harris was holding Diabate
back, Diabate threw a punch at
Duren. Duren walked away and
Miles Bridges charged at him,
throwing a left-handed punch.

Duren retaliated with a
punch. Diabate attempted to
charge again at Duren and had
to be held back. Isaiah Stewart
left the bench to confront Bridg-
es, who responded with a punch,
and the players tussled.

Diabate, Bridges, Duren and
Stewart were ejected.

Duren said that opposing
NBA teams have been trying to
“get in our head” all season.

“This isn’t the first time that
people have tried to be like extra

aggressive with us and talk tous,
whatever the case may be,” Du-
rensaid. “Butasagroup we have
done an OK job of handling that
energy and intensity. At the end
of the day, emotions got high
with everybody being competi-
tive. Things happen.”

Charlotte did not make Bridg-
es and Diabate available for in-
terviews after the game.

Bridges, however, took to In-
stagram late Monday night to
say: “Sorry Hornets Nation! Sor-
ry Hornets Organization! Al-
ways gonna protect my team-
mates forever”.

“Itlooked like two guys got in-
to a heated conversation and it
justkind of spiraled from there,”
Lee said.

Nets 123, Bulls 115: Nic
Claxton scored 28 points and
had 10 rebounds to lead host
Brooklyn over Chicago.

Noah Clowney added 20
points for the Nets, who won
their second in a row. Drake Po-
well had 14 points off the bench,
rookies Danny Wolf and Nolan
Traore each had 13 and Ziaire
Williams added 11.

Brooklyn won three of the
four meetings between the East-
ern Conference teams that are
rebuilding.

Jazz 115, Heat 111: Brice
Sensabaugh made a go-ahead 3-
pointer with 47 seconds remain-
ing to lift visiting Utah over Mia-
mi.

The Jazz won for only the fifth
time in their last 23 games.

Andrew Wiggins scored 26
points, Bam Adebayo had 23
points and 11 rebounds and Kas-
paras Jakucionis finished with
20 points for the Heat.

Pelicans 120, Kings 94: Trey
Murphy IITmade five 3-pointers
and finished with 21 points, Jer-
emiah Fears scored 14 of his 20
in the second half and host New
Orleans sent Sacramento to its
13th straight loss.

The Kings have their most
consecutive losses since the
franchise moved from Kansas
City to Sacramento ahead of the
1985-86 season.

Murphy has made 23 3-point-
erson 40 attempts (72.5%) inthe
last three games. Zion William-
son scored 18 points on 7-of-11
shooting and had six assists for
the Pelicans.

Cavaliers 119, Nuggets 117:
Donovan Mitchell scored 32
points, including two free
throws with 0.9 seconds left af-
ter James Harden’s tying 3-
pointer, and visiting Cleveland
rallied to beat Denver.

Harden finished with 22
points and 10 rebounds in his
second game with the Cavaliers.
Harden, acquired from the Los
Angeles Clippers on Feb. 4,
scored 23 pointsin his Cleveland
debut three nights later.

Nikola Jokic had 22 points, 14
rebounds and 11 assists, but
missed a potential winning 3-
point shot at the buzzer. Two
nights after Jokic passed Oscar
Robertson for second place in
career triple-doubles, he
notched his 183rd.

Trail Blazers 135, 76ers
118: Toumani Camara scored a
career-high 30 points and shot 8
of 10 from 3-point range, Deni
Avdija had 26 points and 10 re-
bounds, and host Portland used
a huge third quarter to cruise to
avictory over Philadelphia.

Jerami Grant and Donovan
Clingan each added 1S points for
the Trail Blazers, whotrailed 65-
64 at halftime before outscoring
the 76ers 49-22 in the third to
take control.

Joel Embiid, who scored 33
pointsin awin at Phoenix on Sat-
urday night, sat out against Port-
land to rest his right knee after
an off day.

Thunder 119, Lakers 110:
Jalen Williams scored 15 of his
23 pointsin the second half of his
return fromal0-gameinjury ab-
sence, and visiting Oklahoma
City snapped its two-game skid
with a victory over Los Angeles.

Reigning league MVP Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander and cur-
rent NBA scoring leader Luka
Doncic both sat out due to inju-
ries, leaving their supporting
casts to play a Thunder-style

physical game featuring 52 com-
bined free throws.

The Lakers ended their three-
game winning streak ended with
another ineffective defensive
performance.

Magic 118, Bucks 99: Antho-
ny Black scored 26 points, Des-
mond Bane added 25 and host
Orlando beat Milwaukee to snap
the Bucks’ season-long three-
game win streak.

Magic forward Franz Wagner
played 17 minutes after missing
23 of the last 25 games due to a
high ankle sprain. Wagner came
off the bench for the first time in
his career and finished with 14
points and five rebounds.

Kevin Porter Jr. led Milwau-
kee with 28 points and seven as-
sists, but the Bucks committed
20 turnovers and gave up 67
points in the second half.

Timberwolves 138, Hawks
116: Anthony Edwards scored
21 of his 30 points in the first half
as host Minnesota used a dom-
inant second quarter to cruise to
a win against short-handed At-
lanta.

Edwards led seven Timber-
wolves players scoringindouble
figures, pushing them to a com-
manding win after a pair of dis-
appointing losses to New Or-
leans and the Los Angeles Clip-
pers.

CJ McCollum had 38 points
for the Hawks, who have lost
four of five and were playing
without Jalen Johnson (leftknee
inflammation), Antonio Daniels
(right ankle inflammation) and
newly acquired Jonathan Kumi-
ga (left knee bone bruise).

Warriors 114, Grizzlies 113:
Gui Santos made a go-ahead lay-
up with 19 seconds left and Al
Horford stole the ball from Cam
Spencer moments later after he
rebounded a Memphis miss,and
host Golden State rallied late to
beat the Grizzlies.

Jahmai Mashack scored 17
points off the bench and Mem-
phis reserves scored 68 points,
the most the Warriors have giv-
en up to an opponent’s backups
this season.
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