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Pentagon chief praises AFRICOM troops

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth started his day here Tues-
day lifting weights with Green
Berets and ended it by giving
special recognition to a U.S.
Africa Command team that as-
sisted with a recent airstrike on
Islamic militants in Somalia.

The Pentagon chief, on his
firstinternational trip in his new
job, met with rank-and-file
troops and two combatant com-
manders forhigh-level briefings
on threats ranging from mili-
tants in Africa to Russia’s war in
Ukraine.

“No offense, general,” Heg-
seth told AFRICOM’s Gen. Mi-
chael Langley during a news
conference. “I probably connect
more with those guys (young
troops) than I do with four-star
generals.”

Hegseth’s stop in Stuttgart,
home to AFRICOM and U.S. Eu-
ropean Command headquar-
ters, came ahead of meetings
with NATO allies in Brussels,

where Hegseth said he will de-
liver President Donald Trump’s
message that allies need to step
up defense spending.

In Europe, there is uncertain-
ty about the America’s future
troop commitment on the Conti-
nent. At the end of Trump’s first
term, he sought to pull 12,000
troops out of Germany in frus-
tration over Berlin’s low levels
of military spending.

Concerns over China have
raised the prospect of shifting
more Pentagon capabilities to
the Pacific.

However, Hegseth said Tues-
day that it’s too early to talk
about pulling forces from Eu-
rope.

“There are no plans right now
in the making to cut anything,”
Hegseth told reporters at the
end of his stop in Stuttgart.
“There is an understanding that
we’re going to review force pos-
ture across the world.”

The same is the case for the
AFRICOM mission in Somalia,
Hegseth said. There are now
several hundred U.S. special op-

erations troops working with lo-
cal forces in their long-running
campaign against the al-Shabab
group and other militants.

At the end of Trump’s first
term, he withdrew American
forcesfromthe country,butthey
were later sent back in by Presi-
dent Joe Biden. The rationale at
the time was that militants were
gaining ground without the con-
stant U.S. presence.

“I want to listen to command-
ers on the ground first and fore-
most, as does the president,”
Hegseth said of the Somalia mis-
sion.

Hegseth said he would seek to
carry out counterterrorism mis-
sions in the most effective way
but also look to capitalize on re-
mote intelligence capabilities to
keep threats in check.

He cited the Feb. 1 airstrike
against Islamic State fighters in
Somalia, the first since Trump’s
return to office, as an example.

Trump has “been very clear
that we’re not trying to have
American boots all over the
globe where we can do counter-

terrorism effectively over the
horizon,” Hegseth said. “That’s
the preference. But we’ll review
the force posture (in Somalia.)”

Hegseth added that he consid-
ers AFRICOM’s role critical.

“That’s a mission very much
worth resourcing,” he said.
“Africais very much on the front
lines of a fight from Islamists to
Christian populations that are
under siege in Africa and have
beenignored for far too long.”

Less than amonth into the job,
Hegseth has made quick chang-
es to the Defense Department,
many of them geared toward
eliminating military programs
on cultural issues such as diver-
sity, equity and inclusion.

Other measures have in-
volved the elimination of identi-
ty-related events, such as Black
History Month. Hegseth has ar-
gued that such programs are di-
visive.

He echoed those views during
a town hall meeting with troops
in which he said his focus is on
building a stronger “warrior
ethos” in the military.

Fort Liberty base name is now once again Fort Bragg

By JosEPH DITZLER
Stars and Stripes

Fort Liberty, the Army’s lar-
gest post, is once again Fort
Braggbut without the Confeder-
ate tie.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth ordered the base renamed
Monday while en route to Stutt-
gart, Germany, from Joint Base
Andrews, Md., aboard an Air
Force C-17 Globemaster III, ac-
cording to Pentagon -chief
spokesman John Ullyot.

“Braggis back,” Hegseth said
after signing the order that
changes the name to Fort Ro-
land L. Bragg, according toavid-

eo on the Defense Visual Infor-
mation Distribution Service.

The name change refers not to
Confederate Gen. Braxton
Bragg, for whom the base was
namedin1918,butto Pfc. Roland
L. Bragg, “a World War II hero
who earned the Silver Star and
Purple Heart for his exceptional
courage during the Battle of the
Bulge,” Ullyot said in a news re-
lease.

“This change underscores the
installation’s legacy of recogniz-
ing those who have demonstrat-
ed extraordinary service and
sacrifice for the nation,” the re-
lease states.

Bragg, a building mover and
sawmill operator from Sabba-
tus, Maine, was an Army para-
trooperin Europe who “saw con-
siderable action during World
War II” and died in Nobleboro,
Maine, at age 75in 1999, accord-
ing to his obituary on MaineMa-
son.org.

Bragg,aMason, was captured
briefly during the war by a Ger-
man soldier, also a Mason, who
let Bragg escape, his daughter
Linda French said in the online
obituary.

“The guy said, ‘hit me overthe
head andtake off,’ and he did and
took off with an ambulance,”

French said in the obituary.
Bragg drove the ambulance,
with other prisoners on board,
through enemy fire to safety.

The North Carolina base was
renamed Fort Liberty in 2023 af-
ter a yearslong process mandat-
ed by Congress at the end of
President-elect Donald
Trump’s first term torid the mil-
itary of ties to the Confederacy.

Trump promised on the cam-
paign trail last year that he
would reinstate Fort Bragg as
the Army post’s name and work
to return Confederate-linked
names to eight other Southern
bases changed in 2023.
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Transgender recruits halted from service

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth has
stopped new  transgender
recruits from joining the military
and halted medical procedures
for service members diagnosed
with gender dysphoria, accord-
ing to a new memorandum.

“Effective immediately, all
new accessions for individuals
with a history of gender dyspho-
ria are paused,” Hegseth wrote in
the memo dated Friday and filed
Monday with the U.S. District
Court in Washington. “All un-
scheduled, scheduled or planned
medical procedures associated
with affirming or facilitating a
gender transition for service
members are paused.”

Hegseth said individuals with
gender dysphoria already in the
military would be “treated with
dignity and respect.”

The move follows four execu-
tiveorderssigned Jan. 27 by Pres-
ident Donald Trump that directly
impacted the U.S. military, in-
cluding revising the Defense De-
partment’s transgender policy.

Trump’s executive order does
not ban transgender troops but
requires the Defense Depart-
ment to update medical stan-
dards “to establish high stan-
dards of readiness, lethality ...
and integrity.” It will end the use
of pronouns in the military “that
inaccurately reflect an individu-
al’s sex” and prohibits men from
“sharing sleeping, changing, or
bathing in facilities” designated
forwomen. The order alsoapplies
to women using facilities for men.

The executive order also di-
rected the Pentagon to determine
a policy for service members
based on readiness within 30
days.

A U.S. judge last week asked

lawyers for Trump’s administra-
tion to ensure six troops who sued
to stop the executive order target-
ing transgender troops are not re-
moved from service before fur-
ther court proceedings are held,
Reuters reported.

Former President Joe Biden
ended Trump’s de facto ban on
transgender service members
and allowed individuals who
meet military entrance qualifica-
tions to enlist, serve in their self-
identified gender and access care
deemed medically necessary for
gender transition. In July 2017,
Trump issued a series of tweets
announcing his intention to ban
transgender men and women
from serving “in any capacity.”
The Pentagon’s de facto ban on
transgender men and women en-
listing in the military went into ef-
fect in April 2019, following near-
ly two years of legal battles.

The Pentagon insisted its poli-

cy was not a blanket ban because
of its protections for those trans-
gender service members who
came out after the 2016 policy,
and a waiver process that could
allow some transgender people to
join the military. But the policy
barred nearly all people diag-
nosed with gender dysphoria —
described by the American Psy-
chiatric Association as “a conflict
between aperson’s physical oras-
signed gender and the gender
with which he/she/they identify.”
It did allow people to enlist with a
diagnosis of gender dysphoria
who had doctor certification that
they had remained stable in their
biological sex for 36 months.

The Pentagon in March 2021,
when the department unveiled
the policy change to allow trans-
gender troops, estimated the
number of service members who
identified as transgender ranged
from 1,000 to 8,000.

Service academies’ board
members ousted by Trump

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

Members of boards that pro-
vide oversight at the U.S. service
academies are no longer in their
posts, after President Donald
Trump fired them for what he
said was their promotion of “woke
leftist” ideology.

In a message Monday on social
media platform Truth Social,
Trump said he had ordered the
immediate dismissal of the
boards of visitors at the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy, the U.S. Naval
Academy, the U.S. Air Force
Academy and the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy. The 15-member
boards provide oversight and ad-
vice on curriculum, teaching
methods, financial matters, mo-
rale and discipline.

“Our Service Academies have

been infiltrated by Woke Leftist
Ideologues over the last four
years,” Trump wrote. “We will
have the strongest Military in
History, and that begins by ap-
pointing new individuals to these
Boards.”

It wasn’t immediately clear
whether Trump was dismissing
the boards in their entirety or just
members who were appointed by
former President Joe Biden.

Historically, the president ap-
points six members to each board
for three-year terms, while the
speaker of the House selects four,
the vice president selects three
and the House and Senate armed
services committees choose one
each. In 2021, Biden dismissed 18
Trump-appointed members of
the boards, six each at West Point,
the Air Force Academy and the
Naval Academy.

North Korea calls US sub
docking in South a ‘threat’

By Davip CHoI
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea’s state-run media lashed
out at the United States on Tues-
day over the arrival of a fast-at-
tack submarine in South Korea’s
largest port, calling it an “unde-
niable threat” and an effort to es-
calate tensions on the peninsula.

The nuclear-powered USS
Alexandria, a Los Angeles-class
vessel based in San Diego, docked
Monday at Busan, U.S. Naval
Forces Korea spokesman Lt. j.g.
Tony Curtis said by email Tues-
day. No additional details were
immediately available, he said.

The U.S.is “openlyignoring the
security concern of [North Ko-
rea],” the Korean Central News
Agency reported, adding that Py-
ongyang will “make clearer our
... mode of counteraction against

ourrivals.”

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff “has no particular opinion”
on the North’s remarks, spokes-
man Nam Ki-soo said Tuesday.

Commissioned in 1991, the
Alexandria is designed to track
and engage enemy vessels. The
6,900-ton submarine is more than
360feetlongand hasacrew of143,
according to the U.S. Navy’s web-
site. American fast-attack sub-
marines carry conventional, rath-
er than nuclear, weapons.

The last U.S. submarine to visit
Busan wasthe Virginia-class USS
Vermont, based at Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. It
arrived on Sept. 23 in a visit that
Submarine Group 7 said reflect-
ed America’s “commitmenttothe
region and complements the
many exercises ... and other mil-
itary cooperation activities.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Trump wants more money for military

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said he wants to
increase the amount of money
for the U.S. military, a goal that
runs counter to efforts from his
top ally — Elon Musk — to slash
trillions of dollars of federal
spending.

“We want to raise defense
spending. I think we have to
have it,” Trump said in an inter-
view with Fox News’ Bret Baier,
taped last week and broadcast
Monday.

Trump added that he might
seek to pull back on military
budgets in the future, saying
that he plans to talk to Chinese
President Xi Jinping and Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
about curbing defense spend-
ing.

Military spending accounted
for nearly half of the $1.8 trillion
worth of U.S. discretionary

spending in fiscal year 2024,
making it the largest pool of fed-
eral money outside of mandato-
ry spending on entitlement pro-
grams like Social Security,
Medicare and other benefits.
The U.S. spends more on de-
fense than the next nine largest
countries combined, according
to data compiled by the Peter G.
Peterson Foundation.

Trump’s suggestion to boost
military spending comes at an
uncertain moment for federal
agencies and the contractors
that work with them.

The president said in an inter-
view over the weekend that
Musk’s group of cost cutters,
known as the Department of
Government Efficiency, or
DOGE, would soon take a look
at the Defense Department’s fi-
nancial records.

Musk, the world’s richest
man, has been critical of many

Pentagon efforts, calling for
some weapons programs to be
“completely redone” and for
“immediate and dramatic
changes.”

DOGE teams have fanned out
across the federal bureaucracy
to review payments, systems
and employee communications.
The Trump administration has
moved quickly to curb spending
at some of the first agencies that
the DOGE campaign has sin-
gled out.

At the most maximal levels,
they’ve effectively halted all
work at the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development and
the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, prompting law-
suits challenging the legality of
those acts.

Musk’s tactics have generat-
ed aseries of practical, legal and
political questions as to how
DOGE — set up as an office in

the White House — could ac-
complish such ambitious goals
with only limited authority.

Musk, the chief executive of-
ficer of Tesla Inc. and SpaceX,
has said he wants to cut as much
as $2 trillion worth of federal
spending, an amount that ac-
counts for more than all U.S.
discretionary spending in a sin-
gle year.

Hisrole in auditing the Penta-
gon’s expenses has also raised
conflicts of interest questions.
SpaceX has received billions of
dollars in federal contracts, in-
cluding at the Department of
Defense in recent years.

Any attempt to slash defense
programs and other spending is
likely to touch off a fierce debate
in Congress. The U.S. Constitu-
tion gives Congress the power to
direct federal spending, limit-
ing the White House’s ability to
act unilaterally.

Ukraine offers rare earth
deal to Trump for US aid

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — UKraine
has offered to strike a deal with
President Donald Trump for
continued American military
aid in exchange for developing
Ukraine’s mineral industry,
which could provide a valuable
source of the rare earth ele-
ments that are essential for
many kinds of technology.

Trump said that he wanted
such a deal earlier this month,
and it was initially proposed last
fall by Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy as part of
his plan to strengthen Kyiv’s
hand in future negotiations with
Moscow.

“We really have this big po-
tential in the territory which we
control,” Andrii Yermak, chief
of staff to the Ukrainian presi-
dent, said in an exclusive inter-
view with The Associated Press.
“We are interested to work, to

develop, with our partners, first
of all, with the United States.”
Rare earth elements are a set
of 17 elements that are essential
to many kinds of consumer

technology, including cell-
phones, hard drives and electric
and hybrid vehicles.

China, Trump’s chief geopol-
itical adversary, is the world’s
largest producer of rare earth
elements. Both the U.S and Eu-
rope have sought to reduce their
dependence on Beijing.

For Ukraine, such a deal
would ensure that its biggest
and most consequential ally
doesn’t freeze military support.
That would be devastating for
the country, which has been at
war for nearly three years.

The idea also comes at a time
when reliable and uninterrupt-
ed access to critical minerals is
increasingly hard to come by
globally.

Military exits recruiting
event due to DEI purge

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

Military organizations have
backed out of an engineering,
science and technology confe-
rence set for this weekend as
part of a new Pentagon policy
that bans diversity-focused
events.

The Becoming Everything
You Are Conference — former-
ly known as the Black Engineer
of the Year Award Conference
— has a record of supporting
and celebrating military em-
ployment as a civilian or service
member and has consistently
helped the Defense Department
recruit hundreds of young pro-
fessionals, said Tyrone Taborn,
publisher, chairman and CEO
of Career Communications
Group, which is behind the
nearly 40-year-old event.

The conference — held each
February in Baltimore — is fo-

cused on careers and mentor-
ship in science, technology, en-
gineering and math. Last year,
the Army recruited about 300
people, he said.

But given the push from Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration to end all forms of diver-
sity, equity and inclusion, or
DEI, the Defense Department
has ordered all its organizations
cancel official participation in
this weekend’s event.

The federal government had
committed to spend about $1.5
million on the event, Taborn
said.

Pentagon officials responded
to the cancellations by pointing
to a policy released Jan. 31 by
Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth called “Identity Months
Dead at DoD” that bars use of
any official resources for cele-
brations, events or cultural
awareness months.
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Netanyahu threatens to exit Gaza ceasefire

Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu on Tuesday threat-
ened to withdraw from the cea-
sefire in the Gaza Strip and re-
sume its fight against Hamas if
the militant group does not go
ahead with the next scheduled
release of hostages Saturday.

Hamas said Monday — and
reiterated Tuesday — that it
planned to delay the release of
three more hostages after ac-
cusing Israel of failing to meet
the terms of the ceasefire, in-
cluding by not allowing enough

tents and other aid into Gaza.

President Donald Trump has
emboldened Israel to call for
the release of even more re-
maining hostages Saturday, but
it wasn’t immediately clear
whether Netanyahu’s threat re-
ferred to the release of all re-
maining hostages in Gaza, or
just the three scheduled for re-
lease Saturday.

Earlier Tuesday, an Israeli
official said Netanyahu or-
dered the army to add more
troops in and around the Gaza
Strip. Netanyahu also ordered
officials “to prepare for every

scenario if Hamas doesn’t re-
lease our hostages this Satur-
day,” according to the official,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a private
meeting.

During the first six-week
phase of the ceasefire, Hamas
committed to freeing 33 host-
ages captured in its Oct. 7,
2023, attack on Israel, while Is-
rael said it would release near-
ly 2,000 Palestinian prisoners.
The sides have carried out five
swaps since Jan. 19.

The war could resume in
early March if no agreement is

reached on the second phase of
the ceasefire, which calls for
the return of all remaining
hostages and an indefinite ex-
tension of the truce.

But if Israel resumes the
war, it will face a drastically
different battlefield. After forc-
ing hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians to evacuate to
southern Gaza in the early
stages of the war, Israel al-
lowed many of those displaced
people to return to what is left
of their homes, posing a new
challenge to its ability to move
troops through the territory.

n

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump said Monday
that he is banning federal use of
paper straws, saying they “don’t
work” and don’t last very long.
He instead wants the govern-
ment to exclusively move to
plastic.

“I’'s a ridiculous situation.
We’re going back to plastic
straws,” Trump said as he
signed an executive order to re-
verse federal purchasing poli-
cies that encourage paper
straws and restrict plastic ones.

The order directs federal

agencies to stop buying paper
straws “and otherwise ensure
that paper straws are no longer
provided within agency build-
ings.”

The move by Trump — who
has long railed against paper
straws, and whose 2020 reelec-
tion campaign sold Trump-
branded reusable plastic straws
for $15 per pack of 10— targets a
Biden administration policy to
phase out federal purchases of
single-use plastics, including
straws, from food service oper-
ations, events and packaging by
2027 and from all federal oper-

ations by 2035.

While plastic straws have
been blamed for polluting
oceans and harming marine
life, Trump said Monday that he
thinks “it’s OK” to continue us-
ing them.

Several U.S. states and cities
have banned plastic straws, and
some restaurants no longer au-
tomatically give them to cus-
tomers.

But plastic straws are only a
small part of the problem. The
environment is littered with sin-
gle-use plastic food and bever-
age containers — water bottles,

I'rump bans federal use of paper straws

takeout containers, coffee lids,
shopping bags and more.

Many multinational compa-
nies have moved away from
plastic straws and have made
reducing plastic use across
their operations central to their
future sustainability goals,
making Trump’s reversal of
policy an outlier in the business
world.

More than 390 million straws
are used every day in the United
States, mostly for 30 minutes or
less, according to advocacy
group Straws Turtle Island Res-
toration Network.

Trump plan

Associated Press

BOSTON — President Do-
nald Trump’s plan to downsize
the federal workforce remains
on hold after a courtroom hear-
ing Monday afternoon.

It’s the latest example of how
the Republican president’s am-
bitious plans have become en-
snared in the judicial system.

U.S. District Judge George
O’Toole Jr. had paused the de-
ferred resignation program,
commonly described as a
buyout, last week.

On Monday, he said the stay

to push out

would remain in place until he
issues a ruling. It’s unclear
when that could happen.

Trump wants to use financial
incentives to encourage gov-
ernment employees to quit.
Under the plan, employees
could stop working and get
paid until Sept. 30.

According to the White
House, 65,000 workers had tak-
en the government up on its of-
fer as of Friday.

The deferred resignation
program has been spearheaded
by Elon Musk, who is serving

federal workers on hold

as Trump’s top adviser for re-
ducing federal spending.

But labor unions have said
the plan is illegal. They asked
for O’Toole to keep it on hold
and prevent the Office of Per-
sonnel Management from so-
liciting more workers to sign
up.

Elena Goldstein, speaking
for the workers, said there
were ‘“serious questions” about
the plan’s rationale and legal-
ity.

“OPM seems to be making
this up as they are going

along,” she said.

She said the program was an
“unprecedented action” on an
“unprecedented timeline,” and
she described it as a pretext to
remove workers and replace
them with people aligned with
the administration.

Eric Hamilton, a Justice De-
partment lawyer, called the
plan a “humane off ramp” for
federal employees who may
have structured their lives
around working remotely and
have been ordered to return to
government buildings.
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Halftime performer held

after unfurling flag
NEW ORLEANS — A
performer in Ken-

drick Lamar’s Super Bowl half-
time show who was detained on
the field after unfurling a com-
bination Sudanese-Palestinian
flag with “Sudan” and “Gaza”
written on it will not face
charges, New Orleans police
said Monday.

The member of the 400-mem-
ber field cast stood on a car used
as a prop for Lamar’s perfor-
mance and held up the flag. The
NFL said “the individual hid the
item on his person and unveiled
it late in the show” and that “no
one involved with the produc-
tion was aware of the individu-
al’s intent.”

“The individual will (be)
banned for life from all NFL sta-
diums and events,” NFL
spokesperson Brian McCarthy
said in an emailed statement
Sunday.

Researchers use saliva
to prove bat migration

FLAGSTAFF — Sci-

entists have long sus-
pected that Mexican long-nosed
bats migrate through southeas-
tern Arizona, but without cap-
turing and measuring the night-
flying creatures, proof has been
elusive.

Researchers say they now
have a way to tell the endan-
gered species apart from other
bats by analyzing saliva the noc-
turnal mammals leave behind
when sipping nectar from
plants and residential hum-
mingbird feeders.

Bat Conservation Interna-
tional, a nonprofit group work-

ing to end the extinction of bat
species worldwide, teamed up
with residents from southeas-
tern Arizona, southwestern
New Mexico and west Texas for
the saliva swabbing campaign.

The samples of saliva left
along potential migration routes
were sent to a lab at Northern
Arizona University in Flagstaff,
where researchers looked for
environmental DNA — or eD-
NA — to confirm that the bats
cycle through Arizona and con-
sider the region their part-time
home.

Man with gun fatally
shot by deputy at arcade

c DENVER — A man

died after being shot
by a sheriff’s deputy responding
to a reported active shooter in-
side an arcade and entertain-
ment center in suburban Den-
ver on Saturday night, author-
ities said.

A sheriff’s deputy who was
near the Main Event in High-
lands Ranch found the man
armed with a handgun in the
parking lot when he arrived,
Douglas County Sheriff Darren
Weekly said.

The man refused several or-
ders to drop his weapon and was
shot after he turned toward the
deputy, he said.

Investigators learned that a
woman had been shot and
wounded by another woman in-
side the crowded venue, Weekly
said.

Investigators believe the man
who was shot by the deputy was
connected to the shooting in-
side, he said.

The woman who was shot is
expected to survive and the 23-
year-old suspect was taken into
custody, the sheriff’s office said.

“The situation could have

been much worse,” Weekly
said.

Main Event offers a variety of
activities including bowling, la-
ser tag and mini golf in addition
to video games.

Lawmakers mull ending
daylight saving time

MCALLEN — Texas
lawmakers are re-
viving efforts to eliminate the
decades-long practice of chang-
ing the clocks twice a year.
Several members of the Tex-
as House and Senate have filed
legislation meant to put an end
to the seasonal tradition of los-
ing an hour of sleep in the spring
due to the start of daylight sav-
ing time, only to gain the hour
back in the fall when clocks re-
vert back to standard time.
Texas is on standard time
right now and will begin observ-
ing daylight saving on March 9.
Most of the bills filed aim to
adopt daylight saving time year-
round, an effort that was pushed
during the 2023 legislative ses-
sion However, state Sen. Judith
Zaffirini, D-Laredo, is trying a
different approach. Her bill
would adopt standard time
year-round in Texas, the only
option allowed under federal
law.

Police issue apology
for mistaken allegation

NEW YORK — New

York City police apo-
logized for mistakenly accusing
ateenager of a fatal shooting at a
Brooklyn parade, then failing to
retract the false allegation for
nearly five months, despite
knowing it was incorrect.

In a statement sent to news
outlets Sunday, the NYPD said
an image it circulated on social
media of Camden Lee, a 15-

year-old Brooklyn resident,
“mistakenly stated that he was
wanted for the fatal shooting” at
the West Indian American Day
Parade in September.

“The NYPD should have im-
mediately corrected this mis-
statement,” added the depart-
ment’s chief spokesperson, De-
laney Kempner.

“We apologize for the error
and will continue to seek justice
for the victims of this shooting.”

Stricter rules for lobster

fishing are scrapped
ME PORTLAND —
Fishing industry

regulators have decided to
scrap stricter new lobster fish-
ing standards off New England
in the wake of months of protest
from lobster fishermen that the
rules were unnecessary and
would bankrupt harvesters.

The regulators were planning
to institute new rules this sum-
mer that increased the mini-
mum legal harvest size for lob-
sters in some of the most impor-
tant fishing grounds in the
world. The Atlantic States Ma-
rine Fisheries Council, which
manages the fishery, said the
changes were important to pre-
serve the future of a lobster pop-
ulation that has shown recent
signs of decline.

Many commercial fishermen
adamantly opposed the chang-
es, which would have required
them to throw back previously
market-ready lobsters.

An arm of the commission
voted on Feb. 4 to initiate a re-
peal of the new rules in the face
of “fervent industry concerns
about the potential economic
impacts” of the changes, the
commission said in a statement.

— From wire reports
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Hockey's long wait for global tournament ends

Associated Press

It has been more than a dec-
ade since the NHL last partici-
pated in the Olympics and al-
most nine years since the
league’s top players took part in
an international tournament.

That wait is about to end
when the puck drops on the 4
Nations Face-Off involving the
United States, Canada, Sweden
and Finland. The slimmed-
down event taking place in
Montreal and Boston lacks his-
tory, tradition and some of the
top talent from elsewhere on
Earth, but the prolonged gap be-
tween the 2016 World Cup of
Hockey and this makes it a
must-see, premier showcase of
the sport.

“It’s been a while,” U.S. cap-
tain Auston Matthews said. “It’s
something that the players have
been craving and looking for-
ward to, and I think the fans, as
well. I think it’s going to be great
for the game.”

Matthews in red, white and

blue alongside Jack Eichel and
Matthew Tkachuk. Sidney
Crosby, Connor McDavid and
Nathan MacKinnon suiting up
with Canada’s Maple Leaf on
their chests. Sweden and Fin-
land renewing the Scandina-
vian nations’ intense rivalry.
Everything from the star power
to the format to the anticipation
of a return to the Olympics in
Milan in 2026 has players and
coaches thrilled to be a part of it.

“When you put guys together
representing their countries, I
think it brings out the best in
them,” said Crosby, who helped
Canada win Olympic gold in
2010 and 2014. “If you look at the
rosters, I think there’s a lot to
get excited about when you look
at that and you look at the
matchups and best on best —
everyone competing against
each other internationally. For
people that are hockey fans,
that’s what you love to see. I
think for that reason alone and
the fact thatit’s been a while will

just add to it.”

Sweden has 2020 playoff
MVP and two-time Stanley Cup
champion Victor Hedman. Fin-
land has reigning Cup-winning
captain Aleksander Barkov,
who was very early in his career
when he helped his country take
home bronze in Sochi 11 years
ago.

“I remember every single
moment there,” said Barkov,
who’s one of eight Florida Pan-
thers players at the 4 Nations.
“We’ve been talking about this
tournament for a long time. Now
it’s here.

“Hopefully we can go to the
Olympics as well in a year from
now, but now we have this tour-
nament ahead of us, playing
against the best players in the
world and it’s a great challenge
for us as individuals and as a
team, as well,” Barkov said.
“Everyone wants to do really
well and everyone wants to win,
and that’s what we’re going to go
there and do.”

Canada-Sweden on Wednes-
day will air on TNT, U.S.-Fin-
land on Thursday on ESPN and
the Saturday games will be on
ABC. TNT has Canada-Finland
and Sweden-U.S. on Monday,
while the championship game
on Feb. 20 will be on ESPN.

The U.S. and Canada are co-
favorites on BetMGM Sports-
book.

“Every team’s got great
depth, great players,” U.S. de-
fenseman Adam Fox said. “It’sa
star-studded tournament.”

Unlike the Olympics, there
isn’t a surefire spot in the quar-
terfinals of an elimination tour-
nament this time, so every game
matters. Each team faces one
another in round-robin play,
with the top two meeting in the
championship.

“I truly believe this is a tour-
nament where you’re basically
playing three Game 7s,” Cana-
da coach Jon Cooper said.
“There’s no, really, margin for
error.”

Teams start 4 Nations Face-Off with little time to spare

Associated Press

BROSSARD, Quebec — The
last time Jon Cooper coached
an international tournament
featuring the NHL’s best
players, the 2016 World Cup of
Hockey came with a training
camp and a slate of exhibition
games to get ready.

The 4 Nations Face-Off has
none of that. Cooper’s Canada,
the United States, Sweden and
Finland took the ice Monday
for each team’s first practice
knowing there’s no time to
spare. Canada and Sweden get
just two practices and a game-
day morning skate before
playing each other, and the
lack of a ramp-up period puts
an emphasis on developing
chemistry right away.

“This one we have to jump
right in,” Cooper said. “Being
in these situations, it’s not al-
ways the best players that win.

It’s the best team that wins.
And I think the team that jells
the quickest and kind of plays
for each other, especially in
such a short tournament, will
have the advantage.”

Establishing that advantage
began Sunday night with team
Super Bowl parties. The Phila-
delphia Eagles crushing the
Kansas City Chiefs turned out
to be background noise for
bonding.

“Unfortunately the Super
Bowl wasn’t too close of a
game, but we still had a great
time and it was good to see ev-
eryone,” Sweden captain Vic-
tor Hedman said. “Some of the
guys I barely got a chance to
hang out with before. No, it’s
been great. Now you have to
switch gears and focus on this
and kind of put everything else
away.”

All four rosters are full of

Stanley Cup champions and
All-Stars, but Canada’s first
practice stood out for the in-
credible amount of talent on
the ice at the same time. The
top power-play unit includes
Sidney Crosby, Connor McDa-
vid, Nathan MacKinnon, Cale
Makar and Sam Reinhart.

That’s what U.S. coach Mike
Sullivan means when he says,
“They’re all dream teams.”
His group and Finland get
some extra prep before their
opening game Thursday night
in Montreal, but the principles
of figuring it out fast still ap-
ply.

“Becoming a team is the big-
gest challenge,” Sullivan said.
“It’s going to take more than
talent to win. I think a big part
of it is becoming a team in the
true sense of the word, and
that’s the challenge. We’re go-
ing to try to do our best. It’s

everything from the chemistry
on the ice with our line combi-
nations, defense pairs, whatev-
er it may be, to accepting and
embracing roles.”

Advantage, Finland? The
small Scandinavian country of
5.5 million people might not
have big-name talent that
jumps off the page, but playing
the same style of hockey as a
national team has the chance
to be a major benefit.

“Finland is known for being
together,” captain Aleksander
Barkov said. “Growing up in
the Finnish system, the nation-
al team system, you kind of
know how to play. But the
most important thing (is) we
play together no matter what
the systems are. Everyone’s
going to give their best, and
that’s why Finland has been
successful and it’s no different
here.”
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Doncic makes Lakers debut after injury

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Luka Don-
cic was the last starter intro-
duced by the Los Angeles Lak-
ers, an honor normally reserved
for LeBron James. When Don-
cic jogged into the spotlight on a
darkened court through a cor-
don of his new teammates, his
new fans stood and roared while
wearing thousands of gold T-
shirts with his name and num-
ber.

Even a young superstar could
feel the magnificence of the mo-
ment.

“I was a little nervous be-
fore,” Doncic said. “I (don’t re-
member) the last time I was
nervous before the game. But
once I stepped on the court
again, it was fun. Just being out
there, it felt amazing.”

Doncic’s debut with the Lak-
ers was brief and successful
Monday night, but it piqued the
anticipation of everybody in-
volved for his days and years
ahead in Los Angeles.

Doncic scored 14 points while
playing just 23 minutes, imme-
diately getting into the flow with
James and his teammates dur-
ing Los Angeles’ 132-113 victory
over the Utah Jazz. Doncic add-
ed five rebounds and four as-
sists — none prettier than a
three-quarter-court strike to
James for alayup late in the first
half.

Doncic was grateful to be
playing basketball after nearly
seven weeks of injury absence,
and he was happy to begin to
move past the upheaval in his
life ever since the Dallas Ma-
vericks shocked the sports
world 10 days ago by trading
their 2S5-year-old centerpiece
and NBA scoring champion.

Doncic got multiple standing
ovations from a Lakers crowd
wearing thousands of No. 77
shirts, but his pregame intro-
duction was something he’ll re-
member for a long time.

“Just the amount of cheering
there was in the arena was abso-
lutely unbelievable,” Doncic
said. “That was my favorite part

— and to play again.”

Doncic said James texted him
in the morning and offered to do
anything to help — and Doncic
took him up on it by taking the
final intro spot. They’ll swap for
LA’s next home game next
week, Doncic said with a grin.

“Shows what kind of person
he is,” Doncic said. “He let me
have my moment.”

The Slovenian scorer’s first
bucket was a 3-pointer in the
opening minutes on his second
shot. Doncic scored 11 points
while the Lakers streaked out to
a 25-point halftime lead, and he
sat down for good with 3:07 left
in the third quarter with Los An-
geles far ahead in its sixth con-
secutive victory.

The game was Doncic’s first
since he strained his left calf on
Christmas. After a full week to
settle with the Lakers and to re-
turn to full strength, Doncic
joined James, Austin Reaves,
Rui Hachimura and Jaxson
Hayes as starters for streaking
LA, which had won 11 of 13 even
before adding a five-time All-
NBA selection to its lineup.

The Lakers have Doncic on a
minutes restriction after his in-
jury absence. His legs aren’t
quite there yet — he went 1-
for-7 on 3-point attempts in his
debut — but his playmaking im-
mediately meshed with his new
teammates.

Doncic’s first touch was an al-
ley-oop assist to Hayes, and he
hit his 3-pointer moments later.
He was serenaded with “Lukal!
Luka!” chants at the first dead
ball, and several times thereaf-
ter.

The crowd included Dirk No-
witzki, who overlapped with
Doncic for one season in Dallas
and served as his mentor. Don-
cic appeared to be the natural
heir to the German Hall of Fam-
er’s incredible run in Dallas —
until current Mavericks general
manager Nico Harrison decid-
ed otherwise.

Warriors 125, Bucks 111:
Stephen Curry scored a season-
high 38 points and visiting Gold-

en State pulled away in the
fourth quarter to beat Milwau-
kee.

Jimmy Butler had 20 points,
nine rebounds and six assists in
his second game with the War-
riors.

The Bucks were playing their
sixth consecutive game without
two-time MVP Giannis Anteto-
kounmpo, who will be out
through the All-Star break as he
deals with a left calf strain.

Damian Lillard scored 38
points for Milwaukee.

Cavaliers 128, Timber-
wolves 107: Evan Mobley
scored 28 points, fellow All-Star
Donovan Mitchell added 23 and
host Cleveland had little trouble
against Minnesota.

The East-leading Cavaliers
scored the game’s first 16
points. They welcomed new ad-
dition De’Andre Hunter and im-
proved to 25-4 at home.

All-Star Anthony Edwards
led the Timberwolves with 44
points.

Hawks 112, Magic 106: Trae
Young scored 11 of his 19 points
in the fourth quarter as Atlanta
won at Orlando.

Young was 6-for-17 from the
field and committed nine turn-
overs. But he also had eight as-
sists and five rebounds on the
same day he was added to the
All-Star roster as an injury re-
placement for Milwaukee for-
ward Giannis Antetokounmpo.

Franz Wagner led the Magic
with 3S points. Paolo Banchero
added 31 points, including a ca-
reer-high 20 in the third quar-
ter.

Spurs 131, Wizards 121:
Victor Wembanyama had 31
points and 1S rebounds to help
San Antonio hold off host Wash-
ington.

De’Aaron Fox contributed 30
points for the Spurs, and Chris
Paul had 10 assists. Rookie Ste-
phon Castle added 16 points.

Tristan Vukcevic led the Wi-
zards with 18 points.

Celtics 103, Heat 85: Jayson
Tatum scored 33 points, Kris-
taps Porzingis added 17 and vis-

iting Boston rolled past Miami.

Bam Adebayo scored 22
points and grabbed 12 rebounds
for the Heat, who were without
Tyler Herro and Jaime Jaquez
Jr. — both sidelined by illness.

Andrew Wiggins had 11
points in his Miami debut. The
Heat shot 33.7% and have been
held under 90 points in each of
their past five matchups with
the Celtics.

Nuggets 146, Trail Blazers
117: Nikola Jokic scored 40
points, Christian Braun added
26 and surging Denver beat vis-
iting Portland for its seventh
straight victory.

The seven-game winning
streak is the longest of the sea-
son for the Nuggets, who played
without Michael Porter Jr. for
the second straight game due to
hamstring tightness.

Donovan Clingan scored a ca-
reer-high 21 points and Dalano
Banton added 22 for the Trail
Blazers, who lost their second
straight after winning 10 of 11.

Nets 97, Hornets 89: Nic
Claxton scored 16 points and
host Brooklyn pulled away after
LaMelo Ball was lost to another
ankle injury and beat Charlotte.

Moussa Diabate had a career-
high 21 points and grabbed 10
rebounds for the Hornets be-
fore he was forced out of the
game with a right eye abrasion.
Tidjane Salaun scored 16 points.

Thunder 137, Pelicans 101:
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 31 points in three quar-
ters as host Oklahoma City rout-
ed New Orleans.

Trey Murphy III scored 23
points and Zion Williamson add-
ed 17 for the Pelicans.

Kings 129, Mavericks 128
(OT): DeMar DeRozan scored a
season-high 42 points, including
abaseline floater with 2 seconds
left in overtime, and visiting
Sacramento beat depleted Dal-
las.

Kyrie Irving scored 30 points
for the Mavericks. Irving was
added to the All-Star roster ear-
lier in the day, replacing new
teammate Anthony Davis.
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Shiffrin, Johnson win team combined at Alpine

Associated Press

SAALBACH-HINTER-
GLEMM, Austria — Mikaela
Shiffrin won a record-equaling
15th world championship medal
and Breezy Johnson became
double world champion Tues-
day when the American pair
took gold in the new team com-
bined event.

Shiffrin was third-fastest in
the slalom at the Alpine skiing
worlds, just over three hours af-
ter Johnson had clocked the
fourth-best time in the downhill,
astogether they beat silver med-
alists Lara Gut-Behrami and
Wendy Holdener of Switzerland
by 0.39 seconds.

Stephanie Venier and Katha-
rina Truppe of Austria took
bronze.

The gold was Shiffrin’s 15th
career medal from world cham-
pionships, and she matches the
record set in the 1930s by Ger-
man skier Christl Cranz.

It’s the second gold medal for
Johnson, who won the downhill
last Saturday, two months after
she returned from a 14-month
ban for three violations of the
“whereabout” anti-doping rules.

“It’s pretty crazy. I think if you

would have told us when we met
that we would team up to win a
world championship medal, I
think neither of us would have
believed it,” said Johnson, who
hasbeen friends, and skied, with
Shiffrin since their youth.

Shiffrin said: “So many things
had to happen in the last ... how
longit’sbeensince we werell.In
order for this to happen we need-
edanew evententirely. This was
an amazing day for me up there,
nerve-racking because Breezy
did her job just spectacularly
this morning. It was so much fun
to watch all these days, day in
day out, she has been executing
... So, really, really unbelieva-
ble.”

Reacting to Shiffrin’s 15th ca-
reer medal in the worlds, John-
son quipped, “If we keep adding
team events, maybe we can get
32 for her or something,” before
adding, “she is a legend, it’s su-
per cool to be hitting my stride
and she’s obviously been on hers
for adecade.”

The team combined entails
one racer competing in a down-
hill run and another in a slalom,
with their two times added up to
determine the final results.

The team combined will make
its debut at next year’s Milan-
Cortina Olympics.

Lauren Macuga had posted
the fastest time in the downhill,
but her American team dropped
to fourth and missed a medal by
0.11 seconds after Paula Molt-
zen’s slalom.

Lindsey Vonn finished the
downhill 2.51 seconds off the
lead in 21st position out of 26
starters and ended up in 16th
with teammate AJ Hurt.

Recovered from an abdom-
inalinjury that required surgery
in December, Shiffrin competed
in her first event at the worlds.

She initially planned torace in
the giant slalom, as defending
champion, and the slalom but
skip the team combined, then
changed her mind Monday
when she felt not ready yet to
compete in Thursday’s GS.

With GS training off her
schedule, shethen decidedtoen-
ter the team combined.

Vonn had campaigned to race
with Shiffrin on an American
team that would have united the
two most successful skiers in
World Cup history, but the
coaching staff decided to form

the teams based on “season-best
results” inboth downhill and sla-
lom.

“It would have been a cool
thing if those two greats would
have raced together, but at the
moment others are stronger in
their performance,” American
speed coach Alex Hoedlmoser
said. “We had to make sure to
bring the fastest pairings togeth-
er, and it was very obvious that
Breezy was the fastest in the
downhill and therefore would
race with Mikaela.”

After her downhill display,
American star Vonn said: “I had
nospeedatall...Itried togive my
best, as always. Unfortunately it
was not my world champion-
ships. The skis are fast, but for
me something is wrong with my
boots and in the turns I don’t get
any speed. I stayed in my tuck,
but I was a turtle the whole way
down.”

Vonn came out of retirement,
after nearly six years, at age 40
this season with a new titanium
knee. She scored two top-10 fin-
ishes on the World Cup circuit in
January, but did not finish the
super-G and placed 15th in the
downhill at the worlds.

No. 23 Clemson back in rankings, rolling in ACC with UNC win

Associated Press

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson returned to
the national rankings Monday. The 23rd-
ranked Tigers showed a few hours later that
they plan to be part of the national picture
going forward this season.

Clemson followed up a 77-71 win over
then-No. 2 Duke on Saturday night by dis-
mantling the Atlantic Coast Conference’s
other traditional power in North Carolina,
85-65.

“Very proud of this team,” said Viktor
Lakhin, the Cincinnati transfer who had 22
points with a season-high four 3-pointers
and helped the Tigers take control in the
opening half by building a 49-33 lead.

“What we’re doing, we’re obviously not
done yet,” added Lakhin, who also had 22
points against Duke two nights earlier.
“That’s why we came here, because of the
team’s success last year. We just joined to
keep it going.”

Chase Hunter, the team’s top scorer this
season, added 19 points and Zackery had 16
in taking down the Tar Heels. Clemson im-
proved to 20-S, Brownell’s third straight
season with 20 or more wins.

At 12-2 in the Atlantic Coast Conference,
the Tigers are a game behind the league-
leading Blue Devils and tied in the loss co-
lumn with surprising Louisville.

Zackery was glad to be back in the Top 25
this week, but whether Clemson was or
wasn’t doesn’t change its focus on what’s
ahead.

“We know there’s a whole thing that we
weren’t in it,” Zackery said. “People were
mad about it. But we don’t really care about
that. We just come out and just prove our-
selves every night.”

The Tigers outrebounded North Carolina
41-28 — including 15-10 on the offensive
end.

“Our inability to keep them off the offen-

sive glass and our inability to get to the of-
fensive glass is something that we just
couldn’t overcome,” Tar Heels coach Hub-
ert Davis said.

No. 6 Houston 76, Baylor 65: L.J. Cryer
scored 14 points, Milos Uzan added 12
points and six assists, and the host Cougars
beat the Bears for their third straight victo-
ry.

Terrance Arceneaux had 11 points and
J’Wan Roberts scored 10 for Houston (20-4,
12-1 Big 12). Emanuel Sharp also finished
with 10 after missing two games with an an-
Kle injury.

The Cougars shot 51% and went 10-for-24
on 3-pointers. They reached 20 wins for the
10th consecutive season.

Norchad Omier scored 19 points and
Langston Love added 15 for Baylor (15-9,
7-6), which shot S8% — including 9-for-15
on 3s. VJ Edgecombe had 14 points and
Robert Wright III finished with 10.
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