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US to send more troops to train Taiwan forces

By SETH RoBSON
Stars and Stripes

The United States plans to send
between 100 and 200 troops to
Taiwan, up from about 30 there a
year ago, amid rising tensions
with China, according to un-
named U.S. officials quoted in
The Wall Street Journal.

The deployment of additional
troops was planned months be-
fore a U.S. fighter shot down a
suspected Chinese spy balloon on
Feb. 4 after it flew over North
America, the officials said in a
Thursday report by the newspa-

per.
“We don’t have a comment on
specific operations, engage-

ments, or training,” Army Lt. Col.
Marty Meiners, a Department of
Defense spokesman, said of the
report in an email Friday to Stars
and Stripes.

“I'would highlight that our sup-

port for, and defense relationship
with, Taiwan remains aligned
against the current threat posed
by the People’s Republic of Chi-
na,” he said. “Our commitment to
Taiwan is rock-solid and contrib-
utes to the maintenance of peace
and stability across the Taiwan
Strait and within the region.”

The extra personnel will train
Taiwan forces on U.S. weapons
systems and military maneuvers
to counter a potential Chinese at-
tack, according to the U.S. offi-
cials quoted by the Journal.

“One of the difficult things to
determine is what really is objec-
tionable to China,” one of the offi-
cials said of the training, accord-
ing to the newspaper. “We don’t
think at the levels that we’re en-
gaged in and are likely to remain
engaged in the near future that
we are anywhere close to a tip-
ping point for China, but that’s a

question that is constantly being
evaluated and looked at specifi-
cally with every decision involv-
ing support to Taiwan.”

The Michigan National Guard
is also training Taiwanese troops,
including during multinational
exercises at Camp Grayling in
northern Michigan, the newspa-
per reported, citing other un-
named sources.

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-
wen confirmed the presence of
U.S. troops on the island in an in-
terview with CNN in October
2021. Earlier that month, the
Journal reported that about two
dozen U.S. special operations and
support troops and a contingent
of Marines were in Taiwan to
train local forces.

The boosted U.S. military pres-
ence comes amid a Chinese mil-
itary buildup and regular incur-
sions by Chinese military aircraft

into Taiwan’s airspace.

A Chinese effort to reunify Tai-
wan by force is a possibility that
many U.S. defense leaders take
seriously, based on regular
threats by Chinese President Xi
Jinping and stepped-up Chinese
military activity around the is-
land in response to an August visit
by former U.S. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi.

President Joe Biden in Sep-
tember said U.S. troops would de-
fend Taiwan if China invaded and
made a similar statement while
visiting Japan in May. Walk-
backs by his staff, however, sug-
gest a deliberate policy of strateg-
ic ambiguity meant to deter con-
flict by leaving the possibility of
U.S. intervention uncertain.

Taiwan’s Ministry of National
Defense did not immediately re-
spond to questions sent by text
message Friday.

DOD: Gun limits vital for fighting service member suicides

By SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The mili-
tary needs to restrict firearm ac-
cess in barracks and dorms and
institute an age limit and waiting
period forgun purchasesonbases
to combat suicide among service
members, according to a Penta-
gon report released Friday.

The outsized role of firearms in
the military’s suicide crisis led to
the gun safety recommendations
issued by the Suicide Prevention
and Response Independent Re-
view Committee, a group con-
vened by Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin last year to find
ways toreverse a 15-year upward
trend in military suicides.

“What we learned over the past
year was that a significant per-
centage of on-base suicides in-
volve firearms purchased onbase

at military exchanges,” said com-
mittee member Craig Bryan, an
Air Force veteran and a clinical
psychologist at Ohio State Uni-
versity. “When we look at the sci-
ence of suicide prevention,
there’s arguably only one thing
that all researchers agree on, and
that one thing is that taking steps
toslow down convenientaccessto
highly lethal methods like fire-
arms is the single most effective
strategy for saving lives.”

Guns are involved in 66% of ac-
tive-duty suicides, 72% of suicid-
es among Reserve members and
78% of suicides involving the Na-
tional Guard, according to the re-
port. Among the general public,
about half of suicides involve a
firearm, Bryan said.

Visits by the committee to nine
military installations, including
three in Alaska and one in South

Korea, showed service members
could purchase firearms with an
ease that could prove deadly for
troops in mental distress, accord-
ing to the commiittee.

“There’s a very strong scientif-
icbasis showing that waiting peri-
ods even as short as seven days
significantly reduce suicide
rates,” Bryan said. “We were
hearing of many instances of peo-
ple walking into a base exchange
and not only purchasing the fire-
arm but also purchasing the am-
munition at the same time and
then walking out.”

The committee is recommend-
ing the Defense Department im-
plement a 7-day waiting period
for purchases of firearms on mil-
itary property and an additional
4-day waiting period for buying
ammunition. It is also calling for
raising the minimum age for pur-

chasing both to 25.

Pentagon statistics from the
past decade show an inflection
point at the age of 21 when service
members begin heavily using
gunstodie by suicide, Bryan said.
That age corresponds to the mini-
mum age for handgun purchases
in many jurisdictions, he said.
About half of all military suicides
are among 17- to 25-year-olds, he
said.

The report also recommends
the repeal of alaw that prohibited
the defense secretary and other
military leaders from maintain-
ing records of which service
members lawfully acquired and
possessed firearms. The law un-
intentionally “handcuffed” mili-
tary leaders from assessing the
safety of their subordinates and
knowing who was at elevated risk
of suicide, Bryan said.
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Seoul skeptical of North's
long-range missile claims

By Davip CHot
Stars and Stripes

YONGSAN GARRISON, South Korea —
South Korea’s military on Friday ques-
tioned North Korea’s claim that it success-
fully fired four long-range cruise missiles
the previous day while Seoul and Washing-
ton conducted joint training exercises.

“There is a difference” in North Korea’s
claims and what South Korea and the Unit-
ed States determined through surveillance
and reconnaissance assets, the Ministry of
National Defense said in a news release.

The ministry provided no additional de-
tails in its release but said the U.S and South
Korea were still analyzing the North’s pur-
ported launches.

The state-run Korean Central News
Agency said Friday that North Korea’s mil-
itary “successfully” launched four cruise
missiles from North Hamgyong province in
the northeastern region of the country to-
ward the Sea of Japan, or East Sea, on

Thursday.

The drill “reconfirmed the reliability of
the weapon system,” which “precisely hit
the preset target,” according to KCNA.

North Korea’s claims about its missile ca-
pabilities have previously been cast in
doubt.

South Korean authorities questioned the
communist regime’s March 24 claim that it
launched a newer, Hwasong-17 interconti-
nental ballistic missile and said the weapon
was more likely the older, shorter-range
Hwasong-1S.

The purported launches on Friday coinci-
ded with military exercises by South Korea
and its U.S. ally.

Also on Wednesday, a military delegation
from the U.S. and South Korea at the Penta-
gon in Washington, D.C., held a tabletop ex-
ercise addressing their ability to deter or re-
spond to North Korea’s “evolving nuclear
and missile capabilities,” according to a De-
fense Department news release.

Army secretary: Recruiting issues
‘very serious’, may last into 2024

By Douc G. WARE
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Army Secretary
Christine Wormuth said Thursday that
solving the service’s recruiting problem is
her top priority, but the struggle to find new
troops could last into 2024, or longer.

“The number one priority, in my mind,
for this year ... is fixing our recruiting prob-
lem,” she said during a discussion hosted by
the Project for Media and National Security
at George Washington University. “The Ar-
my missed its recruiting target last year by
about 15,000 people. That is a very serious
situation for us.”

The Army sought 60,000 new recruits in
2022 but enlisted only 45,000. For 2023, the
service is aiming even higher — 65,000.

“We really have to get after our recruiting
challenge,” Wormuth told reporters at the
event. “This is, frankly, a challenge not just
for the United States Army but for all of the
services.”

Fewer than 25% of all young Americans
between the ages of 17 and 24 qualify aca-
demically and physically to serve in the mil-
itary, according to recent Pentagon data.

Many of them can’t pass the Armed Ser-
vices Vocational Aptitude Battery, a test
that measures potential recruits’ aptitude
and fitness to serve.

Officials in all the services have said it’s
more difficult to attract new members in the
modern landscape due to several factors,
such as childhood obesity and a lack of un-
derstanding among young people about mil-
itary life and its benefits.

The Army has begun offering new incen-
tives to boost recruiting, such as offering
promotions for referral signups, a new
recruiting ribbon, financial bonuses and let-
ting recruits choose their station when they
finish basic training.

However, the Army has said it won’t low-
er admissions standards, so solving the
problem is expected to take time.

Former soldier
charged in 2001
death of private

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A former soldier who was arrested
Thursday in Florida is charged with the
murder of a 19-year-old private on an Army
base in Germany more than 20 years ago,
law enforcement officials said.

Shannon Wilkerson, 42, faces one count of
first-degree murder in the strangulation of
Pfc. Amanda Gonzales, the Justice Depart-
ment said in a statement Thursday.

Wilkerson pleaded not guilty at a hearing
Thursday, according to a court filing.

Gonzales was four months pregnant at
the time of her death on Nov. 3, 2001.

She was a cook at Fliegerhorst Kaserne, a
since-shuttered base in Hanau.

Wilkerson was a soldier at the time of the
offense but was discharged from active du-
ty in 2004 and from the Army Reserve in
2007, according to a grand jury indictment.

Gonzales’ body was found on the floor of
her barracks room. She had been strangled,
investigators said at the time.

In 2008, Gonzales’ family members told
Stars and Stripes that Army criminal inves-
tigators had not given up on the case but that
one lead after another had failed to pan out.

“It’s frustrating as hell. That was my first
daughter, my only daughter,” Santos Gon-
zales, Amanda’s father, said at the time.

Gonzales’ mother, Gloria Bates, said
years after the killing that she was confident
justice would come one day.

“They took away my daughter and first
grandchild,” Bates said in 2008.

In 2021, when asked by Stars and Stripes
about the status of the case, Army CID
spokesman Jeffrey Castro said that investi-
gative work was ongoing.

“I can tell you that our agents will never
give up on this case, and they are deter-
mined to bring the person or persons re-
sponsible to justice,” Castro said.

Wilkerson was charged under the Mili-
tary Extraterritorial Jurisdiction Act,
which gives federal courts jurisdiction over
crimes committed outside the United States
by people who are no longer subject to the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.

If convicted, Wilkerson faces a maximum
penalty of life in prison. A trial date was set
for March 27 in Pensacola, Fla.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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LA area blanketed by snow in rare storm

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — California
got a brief break Sunday from a
powerful storm that on Satur-
day left Southern California riv-
ers swollen to dangerous levels
and brought snow to low-lying
areas around Los Angeles.

The sun came out Sunday in
Southern California, where
mountains north and east of Los
Angeles were blanketed in
white after snowfall at eleva-
tions as low as 1,000 feet. Closer
to sea level, days of downpours
swelled rivers to dangerous lev-
els and flooded roadways.

The National Weather Ser-
vice said it was one of the stron-
gest storms to ever hit south-

west California and even as the
volume of wind and rain
dropped, it continued to have
significant impact. Hills around
suburban Santa Clarita, north of
Los Angeles, were blanketed in
white, and snow also surprised
inland suburbs to the east.
Rare blizzard warnings for
the mountains and widespread
flood watches ended late Satur-
day as the storm tapered off in
the region. Forecasters said
there would be a one-day res-
pite before the next storm ar-
rives Monday. Blizzard warn-
ings go into effect at 4 a.m. and
will last until Wednesday for
much of the Sierra Nevada,
where crews were still clearing

mountain roads after last
week’s icy storm.

“Extremely dangerous and
near to impossible mountain
travel is expected due to heavy
snow and strong wind,” the Na-
tional Weather Service’s Sacra-
mento office warned on Twitter.

After days of fierce winds,
toppled trees and downed
wires, more than 67,000 Califor-
nia utility customers remained
without electricity, according to
PowerQOutage.us. Interstate S,
the West Coast’s major north-
south highway, remained
closed due to heavy snow and
ice in Tejon Pass through the
mountains north of Los Angeles.

Multiday precipitation totals

as of Saturday morning includ-
ed a staggering 81 inches of
snow at the Mountain High re-
sort in the San Gabriel Moun-
tains northeast of Los Angeles
and up to 64 inches farther east
at Snow Valley in the San Ber-
nardino Mountains.

Days of downpours have
dumped almost 11 inches of rain
in the Woodland Hills area of
LA’s San Fernando Valley,
while nearly 7 inches were re-
ported in Beverly Hills.

“Quite a remarkable storm
the last few days with historic
amounts of precip and snow
down to elevations that rarely
see snow,” the LA-area weather
office wrote.

EPA orders ‘pause’ of
train waste removal

Associated Press

EAST PALESTINE, Ohio —
Federal environmental author-
ities have ordered a temporary
halt in the shipment of contam-
inated waste from the site of a fi-
ery train derailment earlier this
month in eastern Ohio near the
Pennsylvania state line.

Region S administrator De-
bra Shore of the Environmental
Protection Agency said Satur-
day the agency ordered Norfolk
Southern to “pause” shipments
from the site of the Feb. 3 derail-
ment in East Palestine but
vowed that removal of the mate-
rial would resume “very soon.”

“Everyone wants this con-
tamination gone from the com-
munity. They don’t want the
worry, and they don’t want the
smell, and we owe it to the peo-
ple of East Palestine to move it
out of the community as quickly
as possible,” Shore said.

Until Friday, Shore said, the
rail company had been solely
responsible for the disposal of
the waste and supplied Ohio en-
vironmental officials with a list
of selected and utilized disposal

sites. Going forward, disposal
plans including locations and
transportation routes for con-
taminated waste will be subject
to EPA review and approval,
she said.

“EPA will ensure that all
waste is disposed of in a safe and
lawful manner at EPA-certified
facilities to prevent further re-
lease of hazardous substances
and impacts to communities,”
Shore said.

She said officials had heard
concerns from residents and
others in a number of states and
were reviewing “the transport
of some of this waste over long
distances and finding the appro-
priate permitted and certified
sites to take the waste.”

The Ohio governor’s office
said Saturday night that of the
20 truckloads (approximately
280 tons) of hazardous solid
waste hauled away, 1S truck-
loads of contaminated soil were
disposed of at a Michigan haz-
ardous waste treatment and dis-
posal facility while five truck-
loads had been returned to East
Palestine.

Deadly trade center bombing
remembered 30 years later

Associated Press

NEW YORK—LolitaJackson
was at her 72nd-floor desk in the
World Trade Center, feeling like
she worked at the top of the
world. Then came the boom, and
smoke started curling infrom an
elevator shaft.

Unsure what was happening,
she joined thousands of other of-
fice workers on a harrowing trek
down dark, smoky stairs,
emerging into the scene of a ter-
ror attack.

It wasn’t Sept. 11, 2001. This
was Feb. 26,1993, when a deadly
bombingkilled six people, one of
them pregnant, and injured
more than 1,000 — becoming a
harbinger of terror at the twin
towers.

Jackson hopes that Sunday’s
30th anniversary serves as a re-
minder that even though dec-
ades have passed since the seis-
mic acts of terrorismin the Unit-
ed States’ most populous city, no
one, anywhere, can say the
threat of mass violence is over.

She knows that more perso-
nally than most: On 9/11, she had
to flee the trade center’s south
tower again.

“I'm a living testament that it

can happen to you, and it can
happen to you twice.”

Victims’ relatives, survivors,
dignitaries and others planned
togather atthe trade center Sun-
day for a ceremony including
the reading of the names of the
people Kkilled in the bombing.

The noontime explosion, set
off in a rented van parked in an
underground garage, served no-
tice that Islamic extremists
yearned to destroy the trade
center’s twin towers. But the
public memory of the attack was
largely subsumed after 9/11.
Even the fountain that memo-
rialized the bombing was
crushed on Sept. 11.

But for some survivors and
victims’ relatives, the ‘93 attack
still echoes as a warning that
was unheeded, a loss that feels
overlooked and alesson that still
needs learning.

“The ‘93 World Trade Center
bombing was the powder keg for
the 9/11 attacks,” said Andrew
Colabella, a cousin of bombing
victim John DiGiovanni. “These
two historical events that have
taken place should beinstilled in
our hearts and minds, to think
united and to be united.”
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Putin: Russia can’t ignore NATO nukes

Associated Press

Russian President Vladimir
Putin indicated in an interview
set to be broadcast Sunday that
Russia suspended its participa-
tion in the New START treaty
not only because of U.S. nuclear
capabilities but those of other
NATO countries.

As he has done repeatedly
during the Ukraine war, also
Putin claimed in excerpts car-
ried by Russian news agencies
that Russia faces an existential
threat because, in his view, NA-
TO members are seeking his
country’s “strategic defeat.”

Putin announced Tuesday
that Moscow was suspending its
participation in the 2010 treaty’s
nuclear warhead and missile in-

spections. In the interview
scheduled to air on state TV
channel Russia 1 following Fri-
day’s one-year anniversary of
Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, he said his declaration
stemmed from the need to “en-
sure security, strategic stabili-
ty” for Russia.

“When all the leading NATO
countries have declared their
main goal as inflicting a strateg-
ic defeat on us ... how can we ig-
nore their nuclear capabilities
in these conditions?” Putin
asked, according to the ex-
cerpts. Putin argued a year ago
that his overarching goal in in-
vading Ukraine was to reduce
what he perceived as threats to
Russia’s security. At times dur-

ing the conflict, he has cited
those alleged threats as justifi-
cation for potentially using nu-
clear weapons in Ukraine.

As Western military aid
poured into the invaded coun-
try, the Russian leader and his
foreign minister have portrayed
the war as a de facto fight be-
tween Russia and not just Uk-
raine but NATO. Ukraine’s al-
lies have emphasized they want
to avoid becoming direct fight-
ing parties in the war while
equipping Ukraine to defend it-
self and to retake Russian-cap-
tured territory.

CIA Director William Burns
said Sunday that the real issue
behind the invasion is Putin’s
loss of control over Ukraine and

the country’s rise as an indepen-
dent, democratic state aligned
with the West.

“He’s seen that as a direct
threat to the ambition that cuts
to the core of his view as a Rus-
sian leader, and I think that’s
the backdrop to the horrific ag-
gression that he’s launched,”
Burns said on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.”

New START is the last re-
maining arms control agree-
ment between Moscow and
Washington. In suspending his
country’s participation, Putin
said Russia can’t accept U.S. in-
spections of its nuclear sites un-
der the pact while Washington
and its NATO allies seek Rus-
sia’s defeat in Ukraine.

Kremlin backers gather to protest near Ramstein

By ALEXANDER RIEDEL
Stars and Stripes

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany —
Drumbeats, cowbells and chants of “Ami,
go home!” echoed through the streets of the
small German town of Ramstein-Miesen-
bach on Sunday, as a large gathering of anti-
war protesters took to the streets with Rus-
sian flags and handwritten placards.

Organized by a mix of German right-wing
politicians and Russian expatriates, the pro-
testers made their way from Ramstein’s
small train station toward the main gates of
Ramstein Air Base, the largest U.S. Air
Force installation in Europe.

Focused on Russia’s war in Ukraine, the
protest attracted droves of people who

share the organizers’ pro-Kremlin views.
They also included nuclear disarmament
advocates and anti-vaccine activists. Ger-
man police estimated a crowd of 2,500 peo-
ple atits peak, according to a statement Sun-
day. The protest also was aimed at the U.S.
presence in the country. “Ami” is a German
abbreviated term for “American,” often
used in a derogatory way.

Roads surrounding Ramstein and the
base main gate were temporarily shut down
to vehicle traffic to provide the protesters
with safe passage.

“We respect citizens’ right to exercise
freedom of speech, expression and opi-
nion,” a spokeswoman with the 86th Airflift
Wing told Stars and Stripes ahead of the

protest. The march and rally occurred with-
out incident, police said.

The couple at the center of Sunday’s pro-
test, Elena Kolbasnikova and Max Schlund,
are known for organizing similar protests
throughout Germany.

Schlund was identified in a Reuters re-
port in January as Rostislav Teslyuk, a for-
mer Russian air force officer. A later Reu-
ters report last month stated that the couple
donated S00 euros to a Russian rifle divi-
sion, and that they received tickets from the
Berlin arm of a Russian state cultural pro-
motion agency, Rossotrudnichestvo, to
travel to Moscow for a conference ad-
dressed by Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin.

More than 70 soldiers killed in Burkina Faso

Associated Press

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina
Faso — The Islamic State group
has claimed responsibility for
killing more than 70 soldiers,
wounding dozens and taking
five hostage, in an ambush on a
military convoy in northern
Burkina Faso.

The statement, posted Friday
by Amaq, the group’s news

agency, said it attacked a con-
voy trying to advance to areas
under its control near Deou, in
the Sahel’s Oudalan province. It
said it seized weapons and
chased retreating soldiers for
miles into the desert.

Images released by the group
show 54 slain bodies in military
uniform lying in the blood-
stained dirt, as well as more

than SO seized assault rifles and
images of the five soldiers it said
were taken prisoner.

This is the deadliest ambush
on soldiers since the new junta
leader, Capt. Ibrahim Traore,
seized power in September and
analysts have said it could
threaten his grip on power.

“There’s a persistent stream
of militant attacks north of the

country, and the public is un-
doubtedly taking notice of their
government’s inability to pro-
vide security. Any further at-
tacks this colossal could threat-
en a public scene and even
threaten to unseat the junta,”
said Laith Alkhouri, CEO of In-
telonyx Intelligence Advisory,
which provides intelligence
analysis.
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Bill would eventually
ban all tobacco sales

c SACRAMENTO —
Some California law-
makers want to eventually ban
all tobacco sales in the nation’s
most populous state, filing legis-
lation to make it illegal to sell
cigarettes and other products to
anyone born after Jan. 1, 2007.

If signed into law, it would
mean by 2073 people wanting to
buy cigarettes would have to
show ID to prove they are at
least 67 years old.

“We can ensure that the next
generation of children in Cali-
fornia do not become addicted
to smoking,” said Assembly-
member Damon Connolly, a
Democrat from San Rafael and
the author of the bill.

The proposal is likely to face
strong opposition from the to-
bacco industry, which would
fight to maintain access to its
largest U.S. market.

Teen charged in rape of
student who was killed

BATON ROUGE — A

teenager has been
charged as an adult in the case
of Madison Brooks, a Louisiana
State University student who
was allegedly raped then left on
the side of a road where she was
struck and killed by a car.

A grand jury indicted Des-
mond Carter, 17, on Wednesday
on charges of first-degree rape
and third-degree rape.

If found guilty, the charge
carries a punishment of life in
prison without parole. In addi-
tion, the grand jury also
weighed whether to charge Car-
ter with second-degree kidnap-
ping but chose not to indict him.

The charges stem from Jan.
15, when Brooks, a 19-year-old

LSU student, met Carter at abar
in the Tigerland entertainment
district in Baton Rouge. Police
say Brooks asked Carter for a
ride home and left with him and
three other men.

Alligator pulled from lake
had swallowed stopper

NEW YORK — An

alligator that was
rescued from a chilly lake in
New York City had swallowed a
bathtub stopper, authorities
said.

The nearly S-foot female alli-
gator was lethargic and suffer-
ing from exposure to the cold
when it was found in Brooklyn’s
Prospect Park Lake, according
to a spokesperson for the Bronx
Zoo, where the gator is recover-
ing.

Zoo officials said in a news re-
lease that the rescued alligator
is too weak to eat on its own and
is being tube-fed. At 15 pounds,
the alligator is extremely ema-
ciated, as an alligator of its
length should weigh 30 to 35
pounds.

X-Rays show that the alliga-
tor, estimated to be S to 6 years
old, had swallowed a 4-inch
bathtub stopper, zoo officials
said, noting that the animal is
too weak for veterinarians to try
to remove it.

Bill lets parents challenge
instructional material

FRANKFORT —The

Kentucky Senate
overwhelmingly passed a mea-
sure that would give parents a
pathway to challenge school in-
structional materials they con-
sider unfit for children.

The bill aims to ensure the
right for parental responses to
books and other school materi-
als containing explicit sexual

content. It’s among a batch of
bills under consideration by the
Republican-dominated Legisla-
ture that would boost parental
input over school policies.

The measure would require
school districts to create a proc-
ess to challenge instructional
materials that parents deem
“harmful” to children.

The bill won Senate passage
on a 29-4 vote, a few hours after
it was reviewed in committee.
The proposal now heads to the
House. Republicans have su-
permajorities in both cham-
bers.

Republican Sen. Jason Ho-
well said his bill would ensure
that parents have a voice when
school materials “are in conflict
with their family’s values and
beliefs.” He acknowledged the
bill had stirred a divisive re-
sponse — some colleagues be-
lieve it goes too far and others
wish it was even stronger.

Police: Crypto mining
operation found in school

MA COHASSET — A

former employee of
a Massachusetts town set up a
secret cryptocurrency mining
operation in a remote crawl
space at a school, police said.

Nadeam Nahas, 39, faced
charges of fraudulent use of
electricity and vandalizing a
school, a spokesperson for the
Norfolk district attorney’s office
said.

Police responded to Cohasset
Middle/High School in Decem-
ber 2021 after the town’s facili-
ties director found electrical
wires, temporary duct work,
and numerous computers that
seemed out of place while con-
ducting a routine inspection of
the school, Chief William Qui-
gley of the Cohasset Police De-

partment said.

He contacted the town’s I'T di-
rector, who determined that it
was a cryptocurrency mining
operation unlawfully hooked up
to the school’s electrical system,
Quigley said. Crypto mining,
the process of validating crypto-
currency transactions and cre-
ating new cryptocurrency, con-
sumes vast amounts of electric-
ity.

Mother run over as SUV
stolen with child inside

I LIBERTYVILLE — A

suburban Chicago
woman was run over and her 2-
year-old son was temporarily
abducted by a thief who forcibly
stole her SUV, police said.

The woman had returned
home to Libertyville with her
two children and had taken one
child inside when another veh-
icle drove up and a man hopped
out and commandeered her
SUV. He battered the woman as
she tried to get to her 2-year-old
son, who was still in her vehicle,
the Lake County Sheriff’s Office
said.

As the two vehicles fled, one
of the drivers ran her over,
causing serious injuries to her
extremities, the office said. She
was hospitalized in serious con-
dition.

A short time later, someone
working at a Waukegan busi-
ness called 911 to report that two
vehicles entered its parking lot
and the driver of one of the veh-
icles abandoned a small child,
the sheriff’s office said. The
caller brought the child in from
the parking lot.

The stolen SUV was located
shortly afterward in another
parking lot, the sheriff’s office
said.

— From wire reports
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Westhrook goes from bench to starter

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Russell
Westbrook not only switched
locker rooms at Crypto.com
Arena. He went from being on
the bench to a return to the
starting lineup.

Los Angeles Clippers coach
Tyronn Lue didn’t waste much
time seeing how well West-
brook would mesh with his new
team. The eight-time All-Star
signed after he cleared waivers
on Wednesday and was the
starting point guard Friday
night in a game against the Sac-
ramento Kings.

Westbrook’s Clippers debut
was overshadowed in what end-
ed up being the second-highest-
scoring game in NBA history.
He had 17 points, 14 assists and
five rebounds in 39 minutes
during the Clippers’ 176-175
loss to the Kings in double over-
time.

“It was great to get back on
the floor. Obviously, you want
to win and that’s the most im-
portant part,” said Westbrook,

who fouled out with 1:49 re-
maining in the second over-
time.

Lue was pleased with West-
brook’s debut despite him hav-
ing only two practices with the
Clippers before the game.
Westbrook was waived by Utah
on Monday after being traded to
the Jazz by the Lakers on Feb. 9.

“I thought he was great. Still
learning the offense, still learn-
ing where guys like the basket-
ball and where to get the ball,”
Lue said. “He knew PG’s (Paul
George’s) plays and Kawhi’s
(Leonard) plays, that’s the most
important thing, and he picked
up on those right away.”

Westbrook quickly fit in by
pushing the pace and finding
his new teammates. He was the
first Clippers player to have at
least 10 assists in his team debut
since 2005.

Of Westbrook’s 14 assists, Le-
onard was the biggest benefici-
ary. Leonard scored 13 of his
season-high 44 points off passes
from Westbrook, including

three three-pointers.

Norman Powell had three
catch-and-shoot three-pointers,
but Westbrook also had to work
it inside, finding Mason Plum-
lee inside for three easy bas-
kets.

George, the biggest suppor-
ter of Westbrook joining the
Clippers, said it was quickly ap-
parent that Westbrook filled an
immediate need.

“We needed a point guard.
What you saw tonight: somebo-
dy to get us on offense and
someone to get us easy bas-
kets,” said George, who played
with Westbrook for two seasons
in Oklahoma City. “I know his
strengths. If you run with him,
he will make the game easier
for us.”

Westbrook was  7-for-13
shooting. Most of his attempts
were drives in the paint (6-
for-9) instead of pullup jum-
pers, which defined his 1% sea-
sons with the Lakers. He mis-
sed his first three three-point
attempts before making one in

the corner in the first overtime.

For all the positive flashes
that Westbrook showed, there
are things he still needs to clean
up with his game. There were
seven turnovers, with four attri-
buted to bad passes. He got
crossed up on defense late in
regulation when Malik Monk
hit a three-pointer with 1.1 sec-
onds remaining in regulation to
force overtime.

The Clippers will need West-
brook to continue to get up to
speed with only 20 games re-
maining in the regular season.
Los Angeles is fifth in the West-
ern Conference with a 33-29
record but only two games in
front of the pack in the play-in
tournament spots.

“I think it’s going to be just
learning as we go through the
process,” Lue said. “We don’t
have a lot of time to really ex-
periment, because we’ve still
got to win games. We have to
make sure we take advantage of
everything we can so we can get
up to speed.”

Morant helps power Grizzlies past Jokic, Nuggets

Associated Press
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Ja Mo-
rant had 23 points and seven re-
bounds as the Memphis Griz-
zlies raced to an early lead and
coasted to a 112-94 victory over
the Denver Nuggets on Saturday
night in a matchup of the West-
ern Conference’s top teams.
Tyus Jones finished with 17
points, and Luke Kennard, Xa-
vier Tillman and Dillon Brooks
scored 12 apiece for Memphis,
which trails Denver by six
games in the conference race.
Nikola Jokic led the Nuggets
with 15 points and 13 rebounds,
and Jeff Green added 12 points.
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope and
Christian Braun each scored 11
points as Denver’s four-game
winning streak came to an end.
Celtics 110, 76ers 107: Jay-
son Tatum buried a go-ahead

three-pointer his team with 1.3
seconds left, Joel Embiid didn’t
get his desperation heave off in
time to tie and visiting Boston
held on to beat Philadelphia.

Tatum finished with 18 points,
13 rebounds and six assists. Jay-
len Brown scored 26 points and
Derrick White added 18 for the
Celtics.

Hornets 108, Heat 103: Gor-
don Hayward scored 21 points,
rookie center Mark Williams
posted career highs with 18
points and 20 rebounds and
surging Charlotte beat visiting
Miami for its season-best fourth
straight win.

LaMelo Ball had 16 of his 19
points in the second half and fin-
ished with 13 assists for his sixth
straight double-double. Kelly
Oubre Jr. and Dennis Smith Jr.
each had 15 points off the bench

for the Hornets.

Jazz 118, Spurs 102: Lauri
Markkanenscored 27 points and
recent signee Kris Dunn added
15 as host Utah rallied from a 14-
point deficit and beat struggling
San Antonio.

Markkanen sealed the game
with 14 points in the fourth quar-
ter, and Walker Kessler record-
ed four of his five blocks in the fi-
nal minutes. Kessler added 12
rebounds and nine points.

Knicks 128, Pelicans 106:
JuliusRandle scored 28 pointsto
lead his team to a rout of visiting
New Orleans as New York cele-
brated the golden anniversary of
its 1972-73 NBA championship
team.

Six players scored in double
figures for New York, which
won its fifth straight. R.J. Bar-
rett had 25 points and a season-

high seven assists.

Pacers 121, Magic 108:
Myles Turner scored 24 points,
Tyrese Haliburton had 15 points
and 14 assists and visiting Indi-
ana ran away from Orlando in
the second half.

Bennedict Mathurin scored
19 points and Jordan Nwora had
18, both offthe bench for the Pac-
ers.

Raptors 95, Pistons 91: Pas-
cal Siakam had 29 points and
eight rebounds and visiting To-
ronto extended its winning
streak to four games with a win
over Detroit.

Gary Trent Jr. scored 19
points and Scottie Barnes added
12, all in the second half, as the
Raptors won for the seventh
time in eight games. Precious
Achiuwa chipped in 10 points off
the bench.
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Miller leads No. 2 Tide; intro will end

Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala.— Bran-
don Miller and No. 2 Alabama
eked out another close win in a
week that has proved challeng-
ing on and off the court.

Miller scored 24 points and
Mark Sears made seven of eight
free throws in the final 1:04 to
help No. 2 Alabama secure an
86-83 victory over Arkansas on
Saturday, following an overtime
win at South Carolina on
Wednesday.

Miller delivered his second
straight huge game since police
alleged in courtroom testimony
that Miller brought a gun to for-
mer teammate Darius Miles,
who is charged with capital
murder in a fatal shooting.

The recent details cast a dif-
ferent light on Miller’s regular
pregame introduction, which is
a Tide staffer giving him a pat-
down. That, coach Nate Oats
said, is over.

“I think that’s something
that’s been going on all year,”
Oats said to open his postgame
news conference. “I don’t watch
our introductions. I'm not in-
volved with them. I'm drawing
up plays at that time. Regard-
less, it’s not appropriate. It’s
been addressed, and I can as-
sure you it definitely will not
happen again the remainder of
this year.”

Miller’s fellow freshman Nick
Smith Jr. of Arkansas (19-10, 8-8
Southeastern Conference), an-
other potential NBA Draft lot-
tery pick who helped keep the
Razorbacks in it with a late
three-pointer, also scored 24
points.

Miller helped key a 15-0 run
for Alabama (25-4,15-1) by scor-
ing six straight points and eight
total for a S6-46 lead midway
through the second half — just
the second lead of the game for
the Tide.

No. 1 Houston 76, East Car-
olina 57: Marcus Sasser scored
22 points to help the visiting
Cougars clinch outright posses-
sion of the American Athletic

Conference regular-season title.

Tramon Mark added 20 points
for Houston (27-2, 15-1), while
J’Wan Roberts had 17 points and
12 rebounds in its ninth straight
victory.

No. 3 Kansas 76, West Virgi-
nia 74: Dajuan Harris was one
point shy of a career high, scor-
ing 17 points to help lift the host
Jayhawks over the Mountain-
eers.

Kansas’ stifling defense kept
West Virginia from attempting a
shot in the final 20 seconds.

No. 17 Indiana 79, No. 5 Pur-
due 71: Jalen Hood-Schifino
scored a career-high 3S points
and Trey Galloway added 10 of
his 13 in the second half to lead
the visiting Hoosiers over the
Boilermakers.

Indiana (20-9, 11-7 Big Ten)
snapped a seven-game losing
streak in West Lafayette and
pulled its first season sweep in
this bitter rivalry since 2012-13.

Zach Edey led Purdue (24-5,
13-5) with 26 points and 16 re-
bounds.

North Carolina 71, No. 6 Vir-
ginia 63: Pete Nance scored 22
points to lead the host Tar Heels
past the Cavaliers.

R.J. Davis notched the fourth
double-double of his career with
16 points and 10 rebounds for
North Carolina (18-11, 10-8 At-
lantic Coast Conference), which
got a much-needed boost to its
NCAA Tournament résumé
with its first Quadrant 1 win.

Jayden Gardner had 19 points
and 12 rebounds to lead Virginia
(21-6,13-5).

Arizona State 89, No. 7 Ari-
zona 88: Desmond Cambridge
Jr. hit a 60-foot shot at the buzzer
and the host Sun Devils rallied
from a 10-point deficit to beat
the Wildcats.

Arizona (24-5, 13-S Pac-12)
built a 10-point lead midway
through the second half before
going more than six minutes
without a field goal.

Catching the ball with 2.4 sec-
onds left, Cambridge launched a
shot from beyond half-court to

finish with 19 points and give the
Sun Devils (20-9, 11-7) a big
boost in their bid to make the
NCAA Tournament.

No. 9 Baylor 81, No. 8 Texas
72: Jalen Bridges had 17 points
for the host Bears, who over-
came a huge deficit with an im-
pressive run right after fresh-
man standout Keyonte George
left injured early and beat the
Longhorns.

Adam Flagler had 14 points
for Baylor (21-8, 10-6).

Dylan Disu had a season-high
24 points for Texas (22-7,11-5).

No. 10 Marquette 90, De-
Paul 84: Kam Jones and Tyler
Kolek each scored 22 points
while helping the host Golden
Eagles clinch a share of their
first Big East regular-season
championship in a decade.

Kolek also had 14 assists as
Marquette (23-6, 15-3) rolled to
a 49-28 halftime lead and hung
on after DePaul (9-20, 3-15) got
close down the stretch. Mar-
quette has won nine of its last 10.

No. 11 Tennessee 85, South
Carolina 45: Josiah-Jordan
James came back from missing
four games with an injury to
score 18 points to lead the host
Volunteers to a rout of the
Gamecocks.

No. 12 Gonzaga 77, No. 15
Saint Mary’s 68: Drew Timme
scored 19 points and the Bull-
dogs earned a share of the West
Coast Conference regular-sea-
son title with a win over the
Gaels.

Anton Watson had 17 points
and Malachi Smith added 13 off
the bench for Gonzaga (25-5,
14-2), which has won or shared
the conference title in 11 straight
seasons.

Logan Johnson led Saint Ma-
ry’s (25-6, 14-2) with 27 points.

Florida State 85, No. 13 Mia-
mi 84: Matthew Cleveland’s
three-pointer as time expired
capped the visiting Seminoles’
comeback from a 25-point sec-
ond-half deficit.

Jordan Miller had given Mia-
mi (23-6, 14-S) the lead on a

three-pointer with 4.9 seconds
left. But Cleveland let fly from
about 25 feet and the ball
swished to give Florida State (9-
20, 7-11 Atlantic Coast Confe-
rence) its best moment of the
season.

No. 18 UConn 95, St. John’s
86: Jordan Hawkins scored 20
points, and Adama Sanogo add-
ed 18 points and nine rebounds
to lead the visiting Huskies.

No. 14 Kansas State 73, Ok-
lahoma State 68: Markquis No-
well had 22 points, eight assists
and four steals in the visiting
Wildcats’ third straight win.

Keyontae Johnson added 17
points for Kansas State (22-7,
10-6 Big 12).

Villanova 79, No. 19 Creight-
on 67: Eric Dixon scored 18 of
his career-high 31 points in the
first half, Cam Whitmore added
17 and the host Wildcats handed
the Bluejays their third loss in
four games.

No. 22 San Diego State 73,
New Mexico 71: Lamont But-
ler’s three-pointer at the buzzer
gave the host Aztecs a win.

After Jaelen House’s steal
and end-to-end run for a layup
with 5.6 seconds left gave New
Mexico a 71-70 lead, Butler un-
hurriedly brought the ball up-
court before dropping his shot,
giving him 10 points for San Die-
go State (23-5, 14-2 Mountain
West).

Oklahoma 61, No. 23 lowa
State 50: Jacob Groves scored
16 points to lead the visiting
Sooners to an upset of the Cy-
clones.

Iowa State (17-11, 8-8) shot
just 31%.

No. 24 TCU 83, Texas Tech
82: JaKobe Coles made two
free throws with 4.3 seconds re-
maining, and the visiting
Horned Frogs won despite
blowing a 12-point lead in the fi-
nal eight minutes.

Mississippi State 69, No. 25
Texas A&M 62: Tolu Smith had
17 points and Shakeel Moore
had 14 as the host Bulldogs
knocked off the Aggies.
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Bruins goalie Ullmark scores in victory

Associated Press

VANCOUVER, British Co-
lumbia — Goaltender Linus
Ullmark scored into an empty
net in the final minute and the
NHL-leading Boston Bruins
beat the Vancouver Canucks
3-1 on Saturday night for their
sixth straight victory.

Ullmark made a save and
fired a high wrist shot the
length of the ice to become the
13th goalie in NHL history to
score a goal — and the eighth to
actually shoot the puck into the
net.

“It’s one of the dreams I al-
ways had that I wanted to score
a goal and now I had the oppor-
tunity,” Ullmark said. “I tried it
at the Winter Classic, didn’t re-
ally make it and now everything
came together.”

Defenseman Hampus Lind-
holm and Brad Marchand had
first-period goals for the
Bruins, and Ullmark made 26
saves.

Brock Boeser scored for Van-
couver.

“This was a Stanley Cup-win-
ning type team, but I thought
we hung in there,” Canucks
coach Rick Tocchet said. “We
played well, ’'m kind of proud
of the guys, some of our top
guys are a little tired.”

Lindholm opened the scoring
on a power play with 2:52 left in
the first period. beating goalie
Arturs Silovs with a one-timer
from the point.

Marchand made it 2-0 with 35
seconds left in the first, darting
to the middle on a break and
beating Silovs to the far side for
his 19th goal of the season.

Boeser scored for Vancouver
at 7:24 of the third. Silovs
stopped 32 shots.

Ducks 3, Hurricanes 2: Ja-
kob Silfverberg and Troy Terry
scored in the third period, and
John Gibson stopped 50 shots as
visiting Anaheim ended Caroli-
na’s five-game winning streak.

Devils 7, Flyers 0: Dawson
Mercer scored in his sixth
straight, Akira Schmid made 24
saves in posting his first shutout
and visiting New Jersey handed
Philadelphia goaltender Sa-
muel Ersson his first loss.

Lightning 3, Red Wings 0:
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 45
saves for his 30th NHL shutout
and visiting Tampa Bay cooled
off a Detroit team that had won
seven of its last eight games.

Stars 3, Golden Knights 2
(S0): Jason Robertson and
Roope Hintz scored in a shoot-
out to give visiting Dallas a vic-
tory over Vegas on Saturday
night in a potential Western
Conference finals preview.

Blackhawks 4, Sharks 3
(SO): Petr Mrazek had 45 saves
and stopped all three of San Jos-
e’s shootout attempts to lead
visiting Chicago to its fifth
straight win.

Capitals 6, Rangers 3: Tom
Wilson scored against the team

he’s ruffled the most during his
NHL career, T.J. Oshie had two
goals with a fight mixed in and
host Washington snapped its
six-game skid.

Blue Jackets 6, Oilers 5:
Jack Roslovic scored twice in
the third period on his way to a
four-point game, and host Co-
lumbus beat Edmonton despite
giving up a four-goal lead.

Avalanche 4, Flames 1:
Nathan MacKinnon had a goal
to extend his points streak to
seven games, Alexandar Geor-
giev stopped 28 shots from Cal-
gary and host Colorado earned
its fifth straight victory.

Penguins 3, Blues 2 (OT):
Bryan Rust scored the winning
goal 1:16 into overtime, lifting
visiting Pittsburgh over St.
Louis.

Senators 5, Canadiens 2:
Austin Watson and Drake Bath-
erson scored in a 47-second
span in the third period to help
visiting Ottawa beat Montreal.

Pitch clock violation results in Braves, Red Sox tying

Associated Press

Cal Conley of the Atlanta
Braves thought he had just won
the game with a two-out, full-
count, bases-loaded walk-off
walk on Saturday. He took a few
steps toward first base, bat still
in hand, when umpire John Lib-
ka jumped out from behind the
plate and indicated strike three.

Game over. Conley, appar-
ently thinking he had been
awarded an automatic ball four,
couldn’t believe it. He pointed
to himself and said, “Me?” His
teammates couldn’t believe it,
either. Fans booed.

Welcome to 2023, where ba-
seball’s new rules designed to
improve pace of play are com-
ing fast at everyone, particular-
ly the players.

The most dramatic moment
of the new pitch clock era ar-
rived on the first full day of
spring games, and in the most
dramatic scenario possible.

Conley, facing reliever Robert
Kwiatkowski of the Boston Red
Sox, wasn’t set in the box and
alert to the pitcher as the clock
wound under eight seconds.

The penalty is an automatic
strike, which led to the game in
North Port, Fla., finishing in a
6-6 tie. Kwiatkowski got the
strikeout after throwing only
two real strikes.

It was a far more dramatic
moment than when San Diego
Padres slugger Manny Macha-
do on Friday became the first
player to draw a pitch clock vio-
lation when he was called for an
automatic strike in the bottom
of the first inning against Seat-
tle because he wasn’t set in the
box in time.

The pitch clock is one of the
new rules designed to speed
pace of play. Players will have
30 seconds to resume play be-
tween batters. Between pitches,
pitchers have 15 seconds with

nobody on and 20 seconds if
there is a baserunner. The
pitcher must start his delivery
before the clock expires. After a
pitch, the clock starts again
when the pitcher has the ball
back, the catcher and batter are
in the circle around home plate,
and play is otherwise ready to
resume.

More sign stealing?

Could the pitch clock lead to
more on-field sign stealing, in
turn forcing managers to cut
out the third base coach as the
middleman for relaying signs?

Veteran managers Dusty
Baker and Buck Showalter
think so.

It’s an interesting point from
Baker, considering that he took
over as Houston’s manager in
2020 after A.J. Hinch was fired
following the stunning revela-
tion that the Astros had illicitly
stolen signs in 2017, when they

won the World Series, and
again in 2018.

“m concerned about that
because you’re always aware of
people stealing signs,” Baker
said Saturday when his defend-
ing World Series champion As-
tros beat Showalter’s New York
Mets 4-2 in West Palm Beach,
Fla.. “And then there’s the sen-
sitive area. OK, are you cheat-
ing? Is that part of the game,
stealing signs? If I know you’re
hitting and running, that’s what
I’'m supposed to do.”

Baker said there’s less time
for the dugout to signal the third
base coach, who in turn must
relay signs to batters and run-
ners, and therefore less time to
use decoys, making the signs
easier to decipher.

Baker believes the pitch
clock puts even more pressure
on the third base coach to be
quick — and somewhat decep-
tive.
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