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Navy to expand chaplains with fewer counselors

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The Navy plans to per-
manently assign chaplains to all
destroyers by fiscal year 2025
in hopes they can fill a shortage
of emotional, mental and spiri-
tual counselors aboard those
ships.

While the U.S. Navy Chaplain
Corps already has permanent
positions aboard larger vessels
such as aircraft carriers and
amphibious assault ships and
guided-missile cruisers, the
service is planning to add 48 po-
sitions over the next two years
to guided-missile destroyers,
Naval Surface Forces spokes-
man Cmdr. Arlo Abrahamson
said by email Feb. 16.

Chaplains historically sup-
ported destroyers at the squad-
ron level, with two assigned to

each destroyer squadron, Abra-
hamson said. Bases with large
numbers of ships, such as Naval
Station Norfolk in Virginia or
Naval Station Mayport in Flor-
ida, have more chaplains.
Many of those, however, are
being reassigned as permanent
members of destroyer crews,
part of an initiative from Naval
Surface Forces Pacific and Na-
val Surface Forces Atlantic.
The Navy has 29 destroyers
with assigned chaplains, Abra-
hamson said, with plans to add
22 more next year and another
26 by fiscal year 2025.
Chaplains serve not only as
religious advisers, but also rou-
tinely assist sailors with oper-
ational stress, family problems
and coping with life at sea, ac-
cording to Chaplain (Capt.) Ri-
chard Ryan, force chaplain for
Naval Surface Forces Pacific.

“Because of their confiden-
tiality and their easy access,
chaplains can talk with sailors
about any of their concerns and
will make referrals for those
that require unique or special-
ized care,” he said by email
Feb. 16.

The difference between hav-
ing a squadron-level chaplain
and a chaplain on the ship’s
crew is significant, Ryan said.
Destroyers with a chaplain on-
board average 31 counseling
sessions per month, compared
to just three per month for those
without chaplains, demonstrat-
ing that chaplains are “a re-
source that sailors want to util-
ize.”

Having access to mental
health resources is an impor-
tant topic to sailors, given a
spate of at least 10 suicides and
two suicide attempts since

April aboard aircraft carriers
such as the USS Ronald Re-
agan, USS Theodore Roosevelt
and USS George Washington.

During a Feb. 10 all-hands
call at Yokosuka with Master
Chief Petty Officer of the Navy
James Honea, one sailor asked
Honea if the Navy planned to
add “deployed resiliency coun-
selors” typically found aboard
aircraft carriers and amphib-
ious assault ships to smaller
vessels such as cruisers and de-
stroyers.

Honea responded that while
larger decks are more capable
of accommodating those coun-
selors, the initiative to add cha-
plains to destroyers is a poten-
tial fix and that chaplains are a
“great resource to start down
that path of any kind of services
that you might need,” such as
counseling.

Winds tear through Southern Plains; Northeast to see snow

Associated Press

Parts of the Southern Plains counted the in-
jured and surveyed the damage Monday af-
ter tornadoes and other powerful winds
swept through, while some Michigan resi-
dents faced a fifth consecutive day without
power following last week’s ice storm.

In California, the National Weather Ser-
vice said a series of winter storm systems will
continue moving into the state through
Wednesday after residents got a brief break
from severe weather Sunday.

Parts of the Northeast that have seen little
snow this winter were under a winter storm
warning. And forecasters warned of contin-
ued high winds in parts of the Plains and of
thunderstorms and possible tornadoes in the
Ohio Valley.

Police in Norman, OKla., responded Sun-
day night to storm damage in parts of the city,
about 20 miles south of Oklahoma City. Offi-
cials said there were 12 confirmed weather-
related injuries there, none considered crit-
ical.

Crews canvassed the damaged area look-
ing for others who might be injured. Possible
tornadoes and wind gusts as high as 90 mph
were reported in Oklahoma, with downed
trees and power lines, road closures and
damage to homes around Norman and Shaw-
nee.

Frances Tabler, of Norman, told KOCO-
TV she suffered a small cut on her head when
a storm hit her home, tearing off much of its
roof and sending debris flying. She said it was
amiracle her children weren’t hurt, although
her daughter was trapped for a while in a
bedroom.

“I could hear the wind coming. All of a sud-
den all the back windows, where the kids bed-
rooms are, I could hear them just crashing,
busting out. And I got up, and then the wind
just threw me back, and I’'m screaming,” Ta-
bler told KOCO. “It was just like a blizzard in
the house with all the debris flying. I was
screaming for my kids.”

A tornado touched down Sunday near Lib-
eral, Kan., the weather service said, and

more than a dozen homes were reported
damaged, according to KSNW-TV. One per-
son had minor injuries, the station said.

There were reports of nine tornadoes in
Kansas, Oklahoma and northwestern Texas,
said Bob Oravec, a lead forecaster for the
weather service. Weather service teams
planned to survey storm damage Monday to
determine the strength of the tornadoes.

While not expecting a blockbuster storm
by regional standards, southern New En-
gland braced for what could be the most sig-
nificant snowfall of what has so far been a
mild winter.

A winter storm warning covered parts of
the Northeast, including Connecticut, New
York, Massachusetts, New Jersey and Rhode
Island, with heavy snow forecast for Monday
evening through Tuesday afternoon.

Boston could get S inches and a messy
Tuesday morning commute, according to the
weather service. As much as 10 inches could
fall in western Massachusetts, northwest
Connecticut and southern Vermont.
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Navy learns from costly new ship errors

Associated Press

BATH, Maine — The U.S. Navy appears
to have learned from its costly lessons after
cramming too much new technology onto
warships and speeding them into produc-
tion as it embarks on building new de-
stroyers that are the backbone of the fleet.

Military officials say they’re slowing
down the design and purchase of its next-
generation destroyers to ensure new tech-
nology like powerful lasers and hypersonic
missiles are mature before pressing ahead
on construction.

The Navy has learned “sometimes the
hard way, when we move too fast we make
big mistakes,” said Adm. Michael Gilday,
chief of naval operations.

“Let’s be deliberate. Let’s not have our
eyes become bigger than our stomach and
get too far ahead of ourselves,” Gilday said
last week at an event for defense industry
officials in San Diego.

The Navy wants to turn the page on recent
shipbuilding blunders.

Several newer combat ships designed for
speed are being retired early after being be-
set by problems. A $13.3 billion aircraft car-
rier experienced added costs from new cat-
apults that launch airplanes. Workers com-
pleted construction of a stealth destroyer
before its advanced gun system, already in-
stalled, was scrapped.

For the new ship, the Navy is reducing

risk by conducting more land tests and bor-
rowing the radar and targeting system from
the latest destroyers that’ll soon join the
fleet, said Lt. Cmdr. Javan Rasnake, spokes-
man for the assistant secretary of the Navy
for research, development and acquisition.

It’s also working with shipbuilders and
designers to refine the ship’s blueprint, cost
estimates, and workforce and supply fore-
casts, Rasnake said.

The Navy still plans to field some new
technologies on the destroyer.

Last week, it awarded Lockheed Martin a
$1.2 billion contract for hypersonic missiles
that travel at five times the speed of sound,
and can be fired from destroyers. Last sum-
mer, it awarded the first design contract for
the new ship outfitted with those missiles
and lasers powerful enough to shoot down
aircraft.

Matt Caris, a defense analyst with Avas-
cent, said it’s important that the Navy gets it
right by balancing the best technology that’s
reliable, affordable and attainable.

“The Navy is trying to thread the needle
with some potentially revolutionary capa-
bilities in as low risk and evolutionary proc-
ess as possible. This was a lesson learned by
the Navy’s laundry list of shameful acquisi-
tion programs,” he said.

Some worry about history repeating it-
self.

There are new Navy leaders overseeing

many programs and “it’s easy to imagine
them making similar mistakes again with a
new cast of characters,” said Loren Thomp-
son from the Lexington Institute, a security
think tank.

The Navy is in the midst of juggling its
priorities as it seeks not just a new destroyer
but also a new attack submarine and a re-
placement for the F/A-18 Super Hornet
fighter jet.

The Navy is in a difficult spot because the
Biden administration is not interested in
dramatically increasing the military bud-
get, said Bryan Clark, a defense analyst at
the Hudson Institute. Research and devel-
opment alone would cost an extra $10 billion
to $20 billion for the destroyer, submarine
and jet, he said, representing a big chunk of
the $220 billion Navy budget.

A series of speedy, coast-hugging war-
ships embodied shipbuilding mistakes that
the Navy is trying to avoid. Critics said early
versions were too lightly armored to survive
combat. One version of the craft, known as a
littoral combat ship, had propulsion prob-
lems. Some of the ships broke down and had
to be towed. Plans for a submarine detection
system were scrapped.

Combined, the costs of the first ships in
that program, the stealthy Zumwalt de-
stroyer and Ford-class aircraft carrier grew
by $6.8 billion in today’s dollars, according
to the Congressional Budget Office.

Boeing retiring its F/A-18 Super Hornet fighter jets

Bloomberg

Boeing plans to end production of its F/
A-18 Super Hornet, the fighter jet that
wowed movie audiences in last year’s “Top
Gun: Maverick,” after more than 2,000 de-
liveries over 40 years.

The aerospace giant will stop manufac-
turing the fighters after it hands over the
last Super Hornet to the U.S. Navy in late
2025, according to a statement Thursday.
Boeing expects to move the 1,500 workers
who support the jet — from mechanics to fi-
nance staff — to other military aircraft pro-
grams, such as the T-7 trainer, a spokeswo-
man said.

The decision to shutter the Super Hornet
assembly line will free up resources to sup-
port new military aircraft programs, Boe-
ing said. The planemaker plans to expand

the workforce in its St. Louis defense hub
for the next five years and build three new
facilities there for advanced crewed and un-
crewed aircraft.

A Boeing spokeswoman wouldn’t discuss
the planes it plans to build in the new facil-
ities but noted that the company does work
on classified programs for the U.S. govern-
ment as well as the company’s secretive
Phantom Works research arm in the region.

The Super Hornet is the second storied
Boeing aircraft to glide into retirement this
month after the Arlington, Va.,-based pla-
nemaker delivered its final 747 jumbo jet on
Feb. 1. The fighter has been a key franchise
for Boeing’s defense division since the com-
pany merged with McDonnell Douglas in
1997.

Originally developed by McDonnell Dou-

glas in the 1970s, the F/A-18 Hornet was the
first aircraft to have carbon-fiber wings and
the first tactical jet fighter equipped with
digital, fly-by-wire controls. The Hornets
entered active duty in 1983 and flew their
first combat missions three years later on
the USS Coral Sea. The fighters played key
roles during the 1991 Persian Gulf War and
provided around-the-clock battlefield cov-
erage in Afghanistan a decade later.

The Super Hornet, a larger version with
more powerful engines, began service in
1999. Both models of the fighters have been
workhorses flown from the decks of U.S.
Navy aircraft carriers and the aircraft pilot-
ed by the service’s Blue Angels flight dem-
onstration squadron.

The jets were eventually eclipsed by
Lockheed Martin’s newer, stealthier F-35.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Pentagon: Giant US flags
on NFL fields violate code

By ALEXANDER RIEDEL
Stars and Stripes

The Defense Department has a message
for the service members being cheered on
as they unfurl giant American flags horizon-
tally at the Super Bowl and other major
events: You're not following the rules.

In a Feb. 10 memo to its public affairs of-
fices, the department said that having ser-
vice members carry the U.S. flag horizon-
tally or land it on the ground after a para-
chute jump is no longer acceptable.

The department’s leaders have ex-
pressed concern over proper flag protocol
and alignment with Title 4, United States
Code, more commonly known as the U.S.
Flag Code.

The code, which is referenced in DOD
regulations, provides guidance on how to
properly display the American flag, includ-
ing rules about its size, placement and han-
dling. It states that the flag should be treated
with dignity and respect.

“In recent years, some sporting events
have asked military members to hold large,
horizontal flags during events, and some
military units have carried them in pa-
rades,” Cmdr. Nicole Schwegman, a De-

fense Department spokeswoman, told Stars
and Stripes in a statement Monday. “While
many, including service members, find
these events moving and patriotic, accord-
ing to the code, the flag should never touch
the ground or be carried flat or horizontal-
ly.«

The memo also generally bans the flying
of flags by military parachutists, because
the Flag Code states that “the flag should
never touch anything beneath it, such as the
ground, the floor, water or merchandise.”

The exception is when the U.S. flag is
used to cover a casket during funeral hon-
ors, so long as it isn’t lowered into the grave
or allowed to touch the ground.

While some may see the policy as limiting
their ability to show patriotism, the depart-
ment’s leaders say the restriction is neces-
sary.

It prohibits uniformed service members
from participating directly in the “unfur-
ling, holding, and/or carrying of giant hori-
zontal U.S. flags” and bars DOD jump teams
from incorporating the U.S. flag in their
demonstrations if it “cannot be caught re-
liably and handled respectfully by ground
personnel.”

US and allies holding large-scale
naval drills in Mediterranean Sea

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. and its allies launched large-
scale naval drills Monday in the Mediterra-
nean Sea, where Russian warships have
been transiting in increasingly high num-
bers.

The Dynamic Manta drill, which brings
together ships, submarines and aircraft, is
being held off the Sicilian coast, NATO’s
Maritime Command said in a statement.

Anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare
tactics are the focus of the exercise, which
involves units rehearsing how to hunt down
and evade enemy forces.

“The submarines will take turns hunting
and being hunted, closely coordinating
their efforts with the air and surface partici-
pants,” the command said.

The exercise, which includes nine differ-
ent countries, comes amid what some allies

have said is an uptick in Russian activity in
the Mediterranean.

Italy’s top Navy officer, Adm. Enrico Cre-
dendino, said last week that Russian mili-
tary vessels are transiting the Mediterrane-
an at a higher rate than even during the Cold
War.

The influx, linked to the war in Ukraine,
has raised added concerns about potential
military miscalculations.

“The risk of an incident is possible, and
when there is an incident of this nature, you
never know where you might end up,” Cre-
dendino told the Italian news agency Ansa.

NATO made no reference to Russian
forces in its announcement about maritime
exercises in the Mediterranean this week.

U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Stephen Mack said
Dynamic Mantra is intended to showcase
the “strategic defense of the alliance” by
countering multiple threats.

CIA chietf: China
has doubt on
Taiwan invasion

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. intelligence
shows that China’s President Xi Jinping
has instructed his country’s military to “be
ready by 2027” to invade Taiwan though he
may be currently harboring doubts about
his ability to do so given Russia’s experi-
ence in its war with Ukraine, CIA Director
William Burns said.

Burns, in atelevision interview that aired
Sunday, stressed that the United States
must take “very seriously” Xi’s desire to ul-
timately control Taiwan even if military
conflict is not inevitable.

“We do know, as has been made public,
that President Xi has instructed the PLA,
the Chinese military leadership, to be ready
by 2027 to invade Taiwan, but that doesn’t
mean that he’s decided to invade in 2027 or
any other year as well,” Burns told CBS’
“Face the Nation.”

“I think our judgment at least is that
President Xi and his military leadership
have doubts today about whether they
could accomplish that invasion,” he said.

Taiwan and China splitin 1949 after a civ-
il war that ended with the Communist Party
in control of the mainland. The self-govern-
ing island acts like a sovereign nation yet is
notrecognized by the United Nations or any
major country. In 1979, President Jimmy
Carter formally recognized the govern-
ment in Beijing and cut nation-to-nation
ties with Taiwan. In response, Congress
passed the Taiwan Relations Act, creating a
benchmark for a continuing relationship.

Taiwan has received numerous displays
of official American support for the island
democracy in the face of growing shows of
force by Beijing, which claims Taiwan as
part ofiits territory. President Joe Biden has
said that American forces would defend
Taiwan if China tries to invade. The White
House says U.S. policy has not changed in
making clear that Washington wants to see
Taiwan’s status resolved peacefully. Itis si-
lent as to whether U.S. forces might be sent
in response to a Chinese attack.

In Sunday’s interview, Burns said the
support from the U.S. and European allies
for Ukraine following Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of that country
may be acting as a potential deterrent to
Chinese officials for now but said the risks
of a possible attack on Taiwan will only
grow stronger.
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UN: ‘Massive’ rights abuses in Ukraine

Associated Press

GENEVA — Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine has
triggered “the most massive vi-
olations of human rights” in the
world today, the head of the
United Nations said Monday, as
the war pushed into its second
year with no end in sight and
tens of thousands dead.

The Russian invasion “has
unleashed widespread death,
destruction and displacement,”
U.N. Secretary-General Anté-
nio Guterres said in a speech to
the U.N.-backed Human Rights
Council in Geneva.

After failing to capture Kyiv
in the opening weeks of the in-
vasion on Feb. 24 last year and
suffering a series of humiliating
setbacks during the fall, Russia
has stabilized the front and is
concentrating its efforts on cap-
turing four provinces that Mos-
cow illegally annexed in Sep-

tember — Donetsk, Kherson,
Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia.
Ukraine, meanwhile, hopes
to use battle tanks and other
new weapons pledged by the
West to launch new counterof-
fensives and reclaim more of
the occupied territory.
Guterres said “attacks on ci-
vilians and civilian infrastruc-
ture have caused many casual-
ties and terrible suffering.”
The intense fighting for terri-
tory in eastern Ukraine was in
sharp focus Sunday at a Ukrai-
nian field hospital treating
wounded from the intense bat-
tle for the city of Bakhmut,
which is devastated. A constant
flow of battered and exhausted
soldiers came in on stretchers.
Anatoliy, the chief of the
medical service, said his team
treats dozens of soldiers every
day and barely has time to eat.
“My medics work practically

non-stop. Before the full-scale
invasion we had S0-60 wounded
in a nine-month rotation, and
now sometimes we have more
(than that) in one day,” he told
The Associated Press. He pro-
vided only one name for secur-
ity reasons.

Guterres’ remarks came as
the Ukrainian military said
Russia launched attacks with
exploding drones on several re-
gions of the country from late
Sunday until Monday morning,
Kkilling two people.

Meanwhile, Belarusian oppo-
sition activists claimed a mili-
tary air base outside Belarus’
capital that hosts Russian war-
planes came under attack Sun-
day by Belarusian guerrillas.

BYPOL, an online messaging
app channel run by the activ-
ists, and several other online re-
sources operated by the Belaru-
sian opposition, said an A-S0

early warning and control air-
craft was seriously damaged in
the attack at the Machulishchy
base near Minsk.

The activists provided no evi-
dence to support the claims,
which couldn’t be independent-
ly verified. Belarusian and Rus-
sian officials made no com-
ment, but Belarus’ President
Alexander Lukashenko urged
top military and security offi-
cials on Monday to tighten dis-
cipline.

Russia used the territory of
its ally Belarus to invade Uk-
raine a year ago. Belarus con-
tinues to host Russian troops,
warplanes and other weapons.

Guterres, in his Geneva
speech, cited cases of sexual vi-
olence, enforced disappearanc-
es, arbitrary detention and vio-
lations of the rights of prisoners
of war documented by the U.N.
human rights office.

DeSantis eyes own path
to GOP presidential bid

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Republican
presidential contenders typically
fight for prime speaking slots at
the Conservative Political Action
Conference. But as conservative
activists gather in Maryland this
week, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
will be courting donors more than
a thousand miles away in Texas
and California.

The apparent CPAC snub is
nothing new for DeSantis, who
has emerged in the early phase of
the 2024 presidential election as a
leading contender for the GOP
nomination even as he ignores
many conventions of modern pol-
itics. DeSantis is a frequent voice
in conservative cultural fights on
cable television, but he often
avoids gatherings of fellow Repu-
blican governors and party lead-
ers, who are quick to complain in
private about his approach.

Heistheonly top-tier presiden-
tial prospect yet to court voters in

the states hostingthe GOP’s open-
ing presidential primary con-
tests. And he is often at odds with
the press, refusing even to notify
local media of last week’s three-
state tour with law enforcement.
Indeed, as DeSantis moves to-
ward a White House run, it is be-
coming increasingly clear that
the 44-year-old Republican gov-
ernor will manage his presiden-
tial aspirations in his own way, on
his own timeline, with or without
allies in national GOP leadership
or relationships with the press.
“DeSantis has, in his style and
the actions he’s taken as gover-
nor, shown a willingness to fight
the traditional powers that be, the
establishment,” said David
MclIntosh, president of the Club
for Growth, an influential conser-
vative group. McIntosh de-
scribed DeSantis’ style as ‘“re-
freshing” and suggested the GOP
is ready to move on from former
President Donald Trump.

Slain model’s ex, in-laws
detained in Hong Kong

Associated Press

HONG KONG — The ex-hus-
band and former in-laws of a
slain Hong Kong model were
detained Monday on charges in
her Kkilling after police found
body parts in a refrigerator and
a pot. The case has gripped
many in a Chinese territory
where any violent crime is rare.

Ex-husband Alex Kwong, his
father Kwong Kau and his
brother Anthony Kwong were
charged with murdering model
Abby Choi a day earlier. Alex
Kwong’s mother, Jenny Li, fac-
es one count of perverting the
course of justice. None of the
four was granted bail.

Choi, a 28-year-old model
with more than 100,000 follow-
ers on Instagram, disappeared
Feb. 21, according to a report
filed later with the Hong Kong
Police. Her last post was Feb.
19, featuring a photo shoot she
had done with fashion magazine

L’Officiel Monaco.

On Friday, police found her
dismembered body in a refrig-
erator in a house rented by
Kwong Kau in a suburban part
of Hong Kong approximately a
30-minute drive from mainland
China.

Authorities later discovered a
young woman’s skull believed
to be Choi’s in a cooking pot
seized from the house. Officials
said there was a hole in the
skull.

The defendants have not yet
entered pleas, and it does not
appear that their lawyers have
commented on the case to the
media. The case was adjourned
until May.

Choi had financial disputes
involving millions of dollars
with her ex-husband and his
family, police said earlier, add-
ing that “some people” were un-
happy with how Choi handled
her finances.
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Man gets 10 years for
meth-laced fake Adderall

R PROVIDENCE — A

man who admitted to
having more than 665,000 coun-
terfeit Adderall pills containing
methamphetamine has been
sentenced to 10 years in federal
prison.

Dylan Rodas, 27, of Cumber-
land, R.I,, pleaded guilty in Sep-
tember to possession with intent
to distribute S00 grams or more
of methamphetamine. He was
sentenced on Thursday.

It is believed to be the largest
seizure of methamphetamine-
laced fake Adderall pills in the
U.S., as well as among the largest
seizures of methamphetamine in
DEA New England Field Divi-
sion history, said Zachary Cun-
ha, U.S. attorney for Rhode Is-
land.

The drugs, with a street value
of about $4.6 million, were seized
during two court-authorized
searches in Cumberland last
March.

Sheriff’s office faces civil
rights abuse allegations

c LOS ANGELES —
The California attor-
ney general on Thursday opened
a civil rights investigation into
the Riverside County Sheriff’s
Office, one of the largest law en-
forcement agencies in Southern
California, after deaths in county
jails hit a two-decade high last
year and other allegations of ex-
cessive use of force surfaced.
Attorney General Rob Bonta
announced the investigation in
Los Angeles following what he
called “deeply concerning” alle-
gations of misconduct within the
sheriff’s office and confinement
conditions at the sheriff’s jails.

He did not give examples.

While Bonta said no specific
incidents were a tipping point to
prompt the civil rights investiga-
tion, there have been patterns in
data — including disparate im-
pacts on communities of color —
that, in his words, have been
“disturbing for some time.”

Bonta called the status of the
trust between the department
and the public “in peril” and al-
luded to the recent line-of-duty
deaths of two Riverside deputies
in shootings that rocked the
county.

“Ensuring public trust and
keeping our communities and of-
ficers safe is not mutually exclu-
sive,” Bonta said.

Sheriff Chad Bianco, in a video
response posted online, called
the investigation “a political
stunt” and said Bonta, a Demo-
crat, was bowing to anti-law en-
forcement activists’ demands.

Man pleads guilty to
supporting ISIS group

F ST. PETERSBURG —

A Florida man ac-
cused in 2020 of plotting terror
attacks in the United States and
acquiring an arsenal of weapons
has pleaded guilty to attempting
to provide material support to
the Islamic State extremist
group.

Mohammed Al-Azhari, a 25-
year-old U.S. citizen, also agreed
to accept an 18-year prison sen-
tence during the plea hearing be-
fore U.S. Magistrate Judge An-
thony Porcelli in Tampa federal
court. A formal sentencing date
has not been set.

Al-Azhari admitted in court
papers that he scouted potential
terrorism targets around Tampa
Bay, sought to acquire multiple
weapons and pledged an oath of

allegiance to ISIS. The FBI rec-
orded many conversations be-
tween Al-Azhari and confiden-
tial or undercover sources in
which he discussed avenging im-
prisoned ISIS fighters and using
violence to oppose U.S. military
actions in the Middle East.

An FBI affidavit says Al-Az-
hari was recorded as expressing
admiration for Omar Mateen,
the deceased shooter at the Or-
lando Pulse nightclub massacre
in 2016. In a conversation with a
confidential informant, the FBI
says, Al-Azhari said, “That’s how
I want to die, to be honest.”

Federal agency suggests
spotted owl protection

c SAN FRANCISCO —

Federal wildlife offi-
cials announced a proposal to
classify one of two dwindling
California spotted owl popula-
tions as endangered after a law-
suit by conservation groups re-
quired the government to reas-
sess a Trump administration de-
cision not to protect the brown
and white birds.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice proposed that California
spotted owls that have their hab-
itats in coastal and Southern Cal-
ifornia be protected under the
Endangered Species Act.

That population “does not
have a strong ability to withstand
normal variations in environ-
mental conditions, persist
through catastrophic events, or
adapt to new environmental con-
ditions throughout its range,”
wildlife officials said.

The other California spotted
owl population, which lives in
Sierra Nevada forests in Califor-
nia and western Nevada, would
be classified as threatened, the
agency said.

The habitat of the medium-
sized brown owl with white spots
on its head and chest and a
barred tail is under serious
threat from current logging
practices and the effects of cli-
mate change.

13 alleged leaders of
MS-13 gang indicted

NEW YORK — Fed-

eral prosecutors an-
nounced charges against more
than a dozen alleged high-rank-
ing leaders of the international
gang MS-13, accusing them of di-
recting criminal activities in-
cluding murder in the United
States, El Salvador, Mexico and
other countries over the past two
decades.

Anindictment unsealed by the
U.S. Department of Justice in the
Eastern District of New York de-
tails charges against 13 defen-
dants including racketeering
conspiracy, conspiracy to pro-
vide or conceal material support
to terrorists and narco-terrorism
conspiracy.

Four of the alleged gang lead-
ers were expelled from Mexico
and arrested by the FBI at
George Bush Intercontinental
Airport in Houston, according to
aJustice Department statement.
They face additional charges
and could receive the death pen-
alty if convicted, prosecutors
said.

Four co-defendants are at
large, while the rest are believed
to be in custody in El Salvador
pending extradition, the state-
ment said.

In El Salvador the alleged
gang leaders operated military-
style training camps for firearms
and explosives, according to the
indictment.

— From wire reports
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Deals made as NHL trade deadline nears

Associated Press

The NHL’s top contenders did not wait
until the last minute to do their shopping
before the trade deadline.

League-leading Boston got bigger and
tougher by adding Dmitry Orlov and Gar-
net Hathaway. Toronto got defensive by
trading for Ryan O’Reilly. The Rangers an-
swered their New York-rival Islanders’
move for Bo Horvat by acquiring Vladimir
Tarasenko — and they’re not done yet.

A handful of big moves already have
been made around the league, including a
few Sunday, and more are expected before
the trade deadline Friday at 3 p.m. Eastern.
Patrick Kane going from Chicago to the
Rangers is the most highly anticipated deal
on the docket, and yet plenty of uncertainty
remains about what else will shake out.

“l am certainly not going to predict
where the market goes next,” Bruins gen-
eral manager Don Sweeney said last week
after making what could be his first big
trade or his only big one. “That’s for all
teams, all 32 teams, to continue to discuss
and those discussions will continue.”

Discussions led to a flurry of trades Sun-
day.

San Jose traded winger Timo Meier to
New Jersey, Tampa Bay gave Nashville a
boatload for forward Tanner Jeannot, Stan-
ley Cup champion Colorado reacquired
veteran defenseman Jack Johnson in a
trade with Chicago in exchange for An-
dreas Englund, St. Louis sent forward Ivan
Barbashev to Vegas for 20-year-old pros-
pect Zach Dean, and Dallas got 20-goal-
scorer Evgenii Dadnov from Montreal for
Denis Gurianov.

More are ongoing around Kane, San Jos-
e’s Erik Karlsson, Arizona’s Jakob Chy-

chrun, Philadelphia’s James van Riemsdyk
and Washington’s handful of pending free
agents after the perennially contending
Capitals went from buyers to sellers.

Prices have been high on a lot of players,
most notably Chychrun, who is the top
player left to change places by the dead-
line.

“I can see the marketplace taking to-
wards the end of the week to sort out for
some teams,” said Hart Levine of PuckPe-
dia, a website that tracks the salary cap and
player movement.

What has already happened

The Islanders made their splash in late
January, getting Horvat, a 30-goal scorer,
from Vancouver and signing him to an
eight-year extension. The Rangers, after
the All-Star break in early February, got
Tarasenko and big defenseman Niko Mik-
kola from St. Louis to start loading up to try
to repeat or improve on their trip to the
Eastern Conference finals.

“You want to win, and you want to be a
part of good hockey teams who can win,”
Mikkola said. “The whole team is good, and
we can go deep. We all know that.”

The Maple Leafs want to go deep, but
they haven’t won a playoff series since 2004
— before the NHL had a salary cap. Ac-
quiring O’Reilly, a playoff MVP in 2019
when the Blues won the Stanley Cup, and
tough depth forward Noel Acciari sets
them up better for that pursuit.

What’s about to happen

The worst-kept secret in the sport is
Kane’s connection to the Rangers.

After New York got Tarasenko, thinking
the price for Meier or Kane would be too

high, Kane said: “If things were going to
happen ... that was a team that I was defi-
nitely looking at.”

Not much of a poker face, but Kane has a
full no-movement clause, meaning the
three-time Cup champion who was league
MVP in 2015-16 can choose where he wants
to go. Rangers GM Chris Drury took care of
his end of the money aspect Saturday by
trading Vitali Kravtsov to Vancouver and
waiving Jake Leschyshyn.

Chychrun has been on the trade block
since before last season, and the 24-year-
old defenseman with two seasons left on his
contract after this one figures to finally get
dealt.

What may or may not happen

Sellers also are buying while still selling
— mass hysteria. Well, not quite hysteria,
but it’s not as simple as the haves and the
have-nots at this deadline.

St. Louis, even after trading Tarasenko,
Mikkola, O’Reilly, Acciari and Barbashev,
could also be in the market for Chychrun or
other players signed beyond this season.
Same goes for Washington, which won the
Cup in 2018 and has made the playoffs ev-
ery year since 2014, but has been beset by
injuries and other events that could end the
streak.

The Capitals sent Orlov and Hathaway to
the Bruins and still could trade forwards
Lars Eller, Conor Sheary and Marcus Jo-
hansson and defenseman Nick Jensen, Tre-
vor van Riemsdyk and Erik Gustafsson, all
of whom are pending free agents.

“It’s a little bit emotional, and it’s not
fun,” said Eller, who scored the Cup-
clinching goal five years ago. “Just try to
stay in the moment, stay in the present.”

Kaprizov’s hat trick lifts Wild over Jackets in overtime

Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Kirill Kaprizov scored
with 20 seconds left in overtime, completing a
natural hat trick and lifting the Minnesota
Wild past the Columbus Blue Jackets 3-2 on
Sunday.

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 22 for the
Wild, whotrailed 2-0 heading into the third pe-
riod.

Mathieu Olivier and Liam Foudy scored for
Columbus, while Elvis Merzlikins made 42
saves.

The Wild have earned points in eight of
their previous nine games (6-1-2)), but their

offense hasbeen sputtering, averagingjust1.7
goals over their previous 10 contests.

Maple Leafs 5, Kraken 1: Auston Mat-
thews had two goals and Mark Giordano
scored in his first game back in Seattle since
being traded to Toronto last season.

Penguins 7, Lightning 3: Sidney Crosby
started a second-period surge and helped host
Pittsburgh win its second straight following a
four-game losing streak

Rangers 5, Kings 2: Vincent Trocheck had
two goals and an assist, Igor Shesterkin made
26 saves and host New York ended a four-
game losing streak.

Islanders 4, Jets 0: Semyon Varlamov
picked up a shutout with a 23-save effort and
visiting New York handed Winnipeg its third
straight loss.

Sabres 7, Capitals 4: Dylan Cozens had the
first three-goal game of his career and added
an assist, and host Buffalo won its third
straight.

Alex Ovechkin scored his team-leading
33rd goal and registered his 1,467th career
point to tie Stan Mikita for 16th on the NHLlist.

Predators 6, Coyotes 2: Roman Josi
scored two goals and visiting Nashville won its
third in a row, beating Arizona.
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Busch gets 1st RCR win in Fontana farewell

Associated Press

FONTANA, Calif. — Kyle
Busch still smiles at the memory
of getting thrown out of Califor-
nia Speedway during his first
competitive trip there in 2001.
The 16-year-old upstart dom-
inated a NASCAR Truck Series
practice, only to be told he
couldn’t run in a race sponsored
by Marlboro because he was too
young to smoke.

“That was my ‘Welcome to
NASCAR’momentand my ‘Wel-
come to California Speedway’
moment,” Busch said.

Anger, conflict and disrespect
have always appeared to be
Busch’s favorite fuels, and the
record-setting veteran burned
plenty of them Sunday while re-
warding his new team — and
sending this beloved track off in
style.

Busch stormed up from the
back after an early speeding
penalty to earn his first victory
for Richard Childress Racing,
winning on the two-mile South-
ern California track for the fifth
and final time.

Busch held off Chase Elliott

and Ross Chastain in the NAS-
CAR Cup Series’ final race on
the gloriously weathered as-
phalt at Auto Club Speedway,
which will soonbe demolished to
make room for a proposed half-
miletrack. Busch asked Fontana
officials for a chunk of that as-
phalt as a souvenir after he
burned it up one last time on his
way to Victory Lane.

“That’s what I enjoy the most
about this racetrack,” Busch
said. “It’s big. It gets spread out.
But man, you can move around
and you can spread out and you
can make your own destiny by
trying to find something that will
work for your race car. It’s asad
day for me to see this racetrack
in its last race being a two-mile
configuration. Glad I was able to
win the final run here.”

Busch drove his Chevrolet to
victory in only his second race
with RCR, which scooped him
upinDecember afterhis15-year
tenure with Joe Gibbs Racing
ended. This win was Busch’s
firstsince Bristol last seasonona
dirt track, and his first on pave-
ment since Poconoin 2021.

With his 61st career victory,
Buschearned awinin hisrecord
19th consecutive Cup season,
breaking a tie with Richard Pet-
ty. Busch said he set his focus on
Petty’s longevity record “along,
long time ago.”

“I'm just so thankful for the
opportunity to set that bar, and
would love to continue to keep
raising it,” Busch said.

The victory was also the com-
bined 95th win by Kyle and Kurt
Busch, breaking the NASCAR
record for brothers previously
held by Bobby and Donnie Alli-
son.

Elliott finished 2.998 seconds
behind Busch in his Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet. Daniel
Suarez finished fourth, and Ke-
vin Harvick was fifth in the Ba-
kersfield native’s 750th Cup
start.

“Congratulations to Kyle,” El-
liott said. “For him to leave and
then to go get the job done like
that is pretty cool. He’s always
been really good to me, so happy
for them.”

Afterthatteenage trouble, the
Las Vegas native has enjoyed

plenty of highlights down the
I-1S at Fontana. Busch got his
first Cup victory at this speed-
way back in 2005 in a Hendrick
Motorsports Chevrolet,and only
Jimmie Johnson (6) earned
more Cup victories here.

Even the California fans ap-
preciate a driver who typically
gets boos after his triumphs.
Fontana serenaded him with
cheers as he claimed another
surfboard trophy.

“There’s nothing more re-
warding than being able to go to
Victory Lane,” Busch said. “I
death-gripped that wheel
throughout the second half of
thatrace,butwe got the victory.”

Busch was sent to the back
early in the race for speeding on
pit road, and the penalty infu-
riated him. To absolutely no-
body’s surprise, he roared
through the field in response,
passing Michael McDowell for
the lead with 20 laps to go.

“That’s why he’s won as many
races as he has,” said Randall
Burnett, Busch’s crew chief.
“Because he always pushes it to
the limit.”

Fury hands Paul first ring defeat by split decision

Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — YouTube star
Jake Paul took the first defeat of his profes-
sional boxing career Sunday night, losing a
split decision to Tommy Fury.

Paul (6-1) knocked down Fury with a
short left hand early in the final round of
their cruiserweight bout, but the younger
half-brother of heavyweight champion Ty-
son Fury controlled long stretches of the
eight-round meeting at Diriyah Arena.

Two judges scored the bout 76-73 for Fu-
ry (9-0,4 KOs), while the third favored Paul,
75-74.

“I've already won every single way in
life,” Paul said. “I made it farther than I ev-
er thought I would, and beyond. This is a
humbling experience. I’ll take it on the chin
and come back.”

Fury is the first actual professional boxer
fought by Paul, who built his lucrative sec-
ond career by taking on mixed martial art-
ists and a fellow YouTuber in boxing bouts

that generated huge social media attention
despite featuring more enthusiasm than
skill.

Fury is also much better known as a ce-
lebrity sibling — and much more accom-
plished as a reality television star — than as
a boxer, leading to a relatively even match-
up with Paul. Fury’s unbeaten record enter-
ing the bout was built against a series of
wildly overmatched opponents with a com-
bined record of 24-176-S.

“In my first main event, 23 years old, I
had the world on my shoulders, and I came
through,” Fury said. “This, to me, is a world
title fight. I trained so hard for this. This was
my destiny.”

Both fighters had good moments in the
first four rounds in front of a star-studded
crowd in Saudi Arabia, but Fury landed
more significant shots behind a consistent
jab that allowed him to keep Paul at a dis-
tance.

Paul appeared to stun Fury with an accu-

rate left hook early in the fifth round, but he
also lost a point when the referee penalized
him, apparently for pushing down on Fury’s
head in a clinch. The referee then took a
point from Fury in the sixth, apparently for
excessive clinching.

Fury had a strong seventh round despite a
cut near his left eye from a clash of heads,
repeatedly tagging Paul with combinations.
But Paul abruptly reversed the momentum
with a perfectly timed left that wobbled Fu-
ry, who put his left glove on the canvas to
steady himself and bounced up immediate-
ly.

Fury finished strong and claimed the de-
cision.

The crowd in the arena outside Riyadh in-
cluded Al Nassr forward Cristiano Ronaldo,
comedian Kevin Hart and a collection of
boxers including Mike Tyson, Deontay Wil-
der, Devin Haney and Tyson Fury, who had
publicly urged his younger sibling to inter-
rupt Paul’s career with a knockout.
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Lillard scores 71 points in Blazers™ win

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore.— The cel-
ebration surrounding Damian
Lillard’s record-breaking per-
formance was short-lived.

Lillard set franchise and ca-
reer marks with 71 points —
tied for the mostin the NBA this
season — and 13 three-pointers
in the Portland Trail Blazers’
131-114 victory over the Hous-
ton Rockets on Sunday night.

“Ienjoy those moments in the
game when I'm just going after
people,” Lillard said, “when
I’'m in attack mode.”

But soon after the streamers
fell to the court and the crowd
headed for the exits, Lillard
was summoned for a drug test.
Turns out, the seven-time All-
Star who’s unafraid of taking a
three-pointer from half court is
afraid of needles.

“I know I’'ve got a lot of tat-
toos, but when you’re doing a
blood draw, it’s different from
tattoos. It brought me down
from here to the floor,” Lillard
said gesturing with his hand
raised then dropping it.

And Lillard got tested on the

night he tied Cleveland’s Dono-
van Mitchell for the most points
in a game this season after
Mitchell also scored 71 in a win
over Chicago on Jan. 2. His 13
three-pointers were also one
shy of the NBA record set by
Golden State’s Klay Thompson
in 2018.

Lillard broke his own fran-
chise mark of 61 points, which
he’d done twice, on a three-
pointer with 4:42 left.

Bucks 104, Suns 101: Jrue
Holiday scored 33 points,
Brook Lopez made a tiebreak-
ing layup with 24.8 seconds left
and host Milwaukee edged
Phoenix for its 14th consecutive
victory.

Devin Booker scored 24
points, Deandre Ayton had 22
and Chris Paul added 18 for
Phoenix. Ayton also had 11 re-
bounds.

Lakers 111, Mavericks 108:
Anthony Davis had 30 points
and 1S rebounds, including a
putback dunk for the late lead,
and visiting Los Angeles erased
a 27-point deficit to beat Dallas.

LeBron James scored 26

points as the Lakers won their
fourth in five games by turning
a showcase of stars from a
laugher into a thriller that fea-
tured 13 lead changes in the
fourth quarter.

Luka Doncic scored 26 points
and Kyrie Irving had 21 points
and 11 rebounds for Dallas.

Hawks 129, Nets 127: Trae
Young sank a buzzer-beating
jumper over Spencer Dinwid-
die to lift host Atlanta over
Brooklyn a few hours before
the Hawks announced they
hired Quin Snyder to replace
the fired Nate McMillan as
coach.

Young finished with 34
points for the Hawks.

Nuggets 134, Clippers 124
(OT): Nikola Jokic had 40
points, 17 rebounds and 10 as-
sists to lead host Denver to an
overtime victory against Los
Angeles in a matchup of West-
ern Conference contenders.

Paul George nearly won it for
the Clippers with an incredible
shot at the end of regulation,
but his long heave from just in
front of the three-point line in

the backcourt came just after
the buzzer.

It was the 23rd triple-double
of the season for Jokic and his
14th in the past 19 games.

Bulls 102, Wizards 82: De-
Mar DeRozan scored 29 points,
Zach LaVine added 27 and host
Chicago overcame its shooting
woes from long range to beat
Washington.

Cavaliers 118, Raptors 93:
Donovan Mitchell scored 35
points and Jarrett Allen had 23
points and 11 rebounds, sending
host Cleveland past Toronto.

Kings 124, Thunder 115:
De’Aaron Fox had 33 points
and eight assists and visiting
Sacramento defeated short-
handed Oklahoma City.

Keegan Murray scored 20
points and Domantas Sabonis
added 14 points, 15 rebounds
and eight assists for the Kings,
who won their third straight.

Warriors 109, Timberwolves
104: Klay Thompson scored 32
points, including a key three-
pointer with 2:0S to play, and
host Golden State held off Min-
nesota.

Maryland cruises in 2nd half, tops No. 21 Northwestern

Associated Press

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — No
matter what the postseason holds
for the Maryland Terrapins,
they’ll be able to point to some re-
al accomplishments in Kevin
Willard’s first season as their
coach.

For example, they won all
their Big Ten home games.

Jahmir Young scored 18 points
and Don Carey added 13 to help
Maryland wrap up an undefeat-
ed home season in conference
play with a 75-59 victory over No.
21 Northwestern on Sunday.

“Going 10-0 in this conference
at home, that’s pretty impressive
for this group,” Willard said. “I
just think it shows you how great
of a program this is, how great of
afanbaseitis.”

The Terrapins (20-9, 11-7) fin-

ished 16-1 overall at home, and
they used unusually impressive
three-point shooting to turn back
the Wildcats (20-9, 11-7). Mary-
land’s win also clinched atleast a
share of the Big Ten title for No. S
Purdue.

The Boilermakers (24-5, 13-5)
now have a record 25 Big Ten
championships, three more than
Indiana, which is one of several
teams that can still tie Purdue at
the top this year. Remarkably,
Maryland and Northwestern al-
so are in that group. The Terps
have made huge strides since
Willard arrived from Seton Hall,
and Chris Collins’ Wildcats en-
tered the AP Top 25 this week be-
fore losing to Illinois and Mary-
land.

“This league is hard. You play
good teams,” Collins said. “We’re

not down in any way. We’re still
excited. We've got a big week
coming up again, and you’ve just
got to learn from these games
and go home and try to make it
right when you get another op-
portunity to play.”

The Terrapins entered Sunday
at 31% from beyond the arc but
went 14-for-22 against North-
western. Young and Carey made
four each.

“I was feeling it from three
early on, so just trying to get a
shot up,” said Young, who scored
16 of his points before halftime.

A three by Carey capped a12-2
run that put Maryland up 67-51,
and it was smooth sailing from
there.

Chase Audige led Northwest-
ern with 16 points.

No. 4 UCLA 60, Colorado 56:

Jaime Jaquez Jr. scored 17 points
and Tyger Campbell had 13 of his
14 points in the second half as the
visiting Bruins hung on and
claim the Pac-12 regular-season
title.

Amari Bailey added 11 points
for UCLA (25-4, 16-2 Pac-12),
which won its eighth in a row to
close out an unbeaten February.

No. 20 Providence 88,
Georgetown 68: Ed Croswell
scored a career-high 25 points
and the visiting Friars easily dis-
patched the last-place Hoyas de-
spite leading scorer Bryce Hop-
kins matching his season low
with six points.

Providence (21-8, 13-5) got
double-digit performances from
Jared Bynum, who had 18 points,
and Noah Locke and Devin Car-
ter, who each added 12.
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