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WASHINGTON — The Ma-
rine Corps will institute a sex-
neutral scoring physical fitness
test for Marines with a combat
arms primary military occupa-
tional specialty, the service an-
nounced.

“Our combat arms MOSs re-
quire rigorous physical readi-
ness for direct ground combat,”
Col. James Derrick, director of
the Training Standards Division
at the Marine Corps Training
and Education Command, said
in a statement last week. “These
changes ensure all combat arms
Marines meet the same high
sex-neutral standards.”

The Marines’ changes to
physical fitness and body com-
position standards take effect

Jan. 1 and are in accordance
with the Pentagon’s fitness stan-
dards issued Sept. 30.

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth at the time summoned the
top military brass to Quantico,
Va., and announced a series of
directives that included combat
field tests for combat arms
units, emphasizing “male-lev-
el” standards for fitness, and
seeing that every member of the
joint force — including four-star
generals — take a fitness test
twice a year and meet height
and weight requirements.

“Frankly, it’s tiring to look out
at combat formations, or really
any formation, and see fat
troops. Likewise, it’s completely
unacceptable to see fat generals
and admirals in the halls of the
Pentagon,” Hegseth said.

The physical fitness test will
require combat arms Marines
to achieve a minimum score of
210 points — 70% of the total
possible points — using the
male, age-normed scoring stan-
dard outlined in the changes.
The physical fitness test will
continue to be administered an-
nually Jan. 1 to June 30, the ser-
vice announced. Non-combat
arms Marines will continue to
follow existing sex- and age-
normed standards.

The service is also revising its
body composition evaluation
process. The current height and
weight standards, along with
the tape test, will be replaced by
a waist-to-height ratio metho-
dology. 

The Marine Corps will pub-
lish service-specific standards

upon receipt of additional guid-
ance from Hegseth, the service
said. In the interim, the current
height, weight and tape tests
will continue.

Although the new physical fit-
ness test standards will begin on
Jan. 1, updates to Manpower In-
formation Systems are expect-
ed to take 6 to 8 months, with full
implementation projected with-
in a year.

“The Marine Corps is com-
mitted to ensuring a smooth
transition and will continue to
coordinate with stakeholders to
support these changes,” the ser-
vice said. “These changes en-
sure that the Marine Corps’
physical fitness standards con-
tinue to support operational ef-
fectiveness and combat readi-
ness.”

Marine combat arms test to get revamp
BY MATTHEW ADAMS

Stars and Stripes

The Trump administration
reversed a Biden-era policy that
prohibited the use of antiper-
sonnel land mines except on the
Korean Peninsula, according to
a Dec. 2 document reviewed by
The Washington Post. The pre-
viously unreported memo,
signed by Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth, says the reversal
would give the U.S. military a
“force multiplier” against ene-
mies during “one of the most
dangerous security environ-
ments in its history.”

In the memo, Hegseth calls
for a review of the land mine
policy and for a new one to be
recommended within 90 days.
He outlines five objectives for
the new policy — including lift-
ing geographic limits on the use
of land mines, which would al-
low for their use globally, and

giving combatant commanders
the authority to use the explo-
sives. It would also limit the de-
struction of land mines in U.S.
inventory only to those that are
“inoperable or unsafe,” the me-
mo says, reversing policy to de-
stroy stockpiles that are not re-
quired to defend South Korea.

Human rights groups have
long called for a global ban on
antipersonnel land mines —
small explosive charges buried
in or placed on the ground — be-
cause of their propensity to kill,
maim or blind civilians often
years after conflicts have end-
ed. In 2024, nearly 2,000 people
were killed by land mines and
explosives left behind from war,
according to the International
Campaign to Ban Landmines.

The Pentagon said in a state-
ment Friday night that Hegseth
is “committed to maintaining

our competitive advantages to
address any contingency.” He
has “directed the Department
to explore how best to meet our
warfighting requirements
while reducing the risk of harm
to non-combatants,” the state-
ment added.

The interim policy says the
United States will use “remotely
delivered” antipersonnel land
mines only if the mines have
“compliant self-destruction
mechanisms and self-deactiva-
tion features.” Ordnance experts
have long warned that even
mines that can be deactivated,
called “nonpersistent” mines,
have high rates of failures.

On the removal of geographic
constraints, the new policy says
that steps will be taken to limit
civilian harm and limitations on
their use will be made on a case-
by-case basis.

More than 160 countries,
though not the United States,
signed a treaty banning the
stockpiling, use and production
of antipersonnel land mines.
Several countries, including
Ukraine — which has used tens
of thousands of mines to frus-
trate the Russian army’s ad-
vance — have withdrawn or an-
nounced their intention to with-
draw from the landmark 1997
treaty this year.

The United States had previ-
ously banned through domestic
legislation the use of land mines
outside the Korean Peninsula
and called for destroying stock-
piles that were not slated for the
defense of South Korea. In 2024,
the Biden administration sent
antipersonnel land mines to Uk-
raine in an apparent undoing of
its own policy banning the
transfer of the explosives.

Hegseth reverses policy restricting land mines
The Washington Post
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WASHINGTON — Marine
Corps Lt. Gen. Frank Donovan
has been nominated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump to lead the
U.S. Southern Command, the
Pentagon announced Friday.

Donovan has served as the
vice commander of U.S. Special
Operations Command since
September 2022.

He replaces Adm. Alvin Hol-
sey, who retired this month
with two years left in his tenure.

The change comes amid ris-
ing tensions with Venezuela
from seizing an oil tanker and
more than 20 strikes on alleged

drug smuggling boats.
The U.S. has conducted at

least 28 strikes since Sept. 2 and
killed at least 104 people.

Holsey announced his retire-
ment in October. In a closed-
door meeting with senior law-
makers on Tuesday, Holsey in-
sisted his decision was personal
and had nothing to do with the
operations in his command, ac-
cording to comments by Rep.
Mike Rogers, R-Ala., the chair-
man of the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee, published in
Politico. 

In his farewell remarks, Hol-
sey did not address operations
or reasons for his retirement.

He did urge his successor to
uphold long-standing partner-
ships in the region by standing
firmly behind the shared values
of democracy and support for
the rule of law. 

“I concluded my final com-
manders conference yesterday,
and I was clear with my team to
be a trusted partner. We must
be credible, present and en-
gaged,” Holsey said. 

Reuters reported that Holsey
was pushed out by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth after
the secretary had grown frus-
trated with SOUTHCOM as he
sought to flex U.S. military op-
erations and planning in the re-

gion. 
Spokespeople for Hegseth

previously have denied that
there was tension between Hol-
sey and Hegseth.

The House on Wednesday re-
jected two measures aimed at
stopping President Donald
Trump from carrying out addi-
tional strikes on suspected drug
boats or attacking Venezuela
without congressional approv-
al.

Democrats continue to push
for the public release of uned-
ited videos showing the initial
Sept. 2 strike and a controver-
sial follow-up strike that killed
two survivors. 

Trump nominates new SOUTHCOM leader
BY MATTHEW ADAMS

Stars and Stripes 

Marine Corps Maj. Gen. Sean
Salene has been nominated to
lead a key security operation in
Jerusalem as President Donald
Trump’s administration seeks
to push the Gaza ceasefire
agreement into its second
phase. 

If confirmed by the Senate,
Salene will be promoted to lieu-
tenant general and take the
helm of the Office of the Secur-
ity Coordinator in Israel’s capi-
tal. He is currently performing
the duties of deputy command-
er for U.S. Central Command.

The head of U.S. Army Cen-
tral, Lt. Gen. Patrick Frank, has
also been nominated to take
over the role of deputy CENT-
COM commander, according to
the Pentagon.

In his current role, Frank also
serves as the co-lead of the Civil
Military Coordination Center in
Kiryat Gat, Israel, the U.S. mil-
itary’s hub for facilitating aid in-
to Gaza. 

Neither the Pentagon nor
CENTCOM immediately re-
sponded to questions about how
Frank’s nomination will affect
his role at the center. 

The office Salene is nominat-
ed to lead was established more
than 20 years ago to build the ca-
pacity of the Palestinian Au-
thority’s security forces and fa-
cilitate coordination with Israeli
forces, according to the State
Department. 

It has since become an impor-
tant vehicle for training Palesti-
nian Authority personnel who
govern parts of the West Bank
and could play a role in a post-
war Gaza security force, ac-
cording to the Israel Policy Fo-
rum, a U.S.-based think tank
that advocates for a two-state
solution. 

While the office is led by an
American three-star general,
nearly a dozen other nations
contribute to its mission, ac-
cording to the think tank. They
include the U.K., Turkey and
Germany. 

2-star general picked for
Jerusalem security post

BY LARA KORTE
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Adm. Ke-
vin Lunday has been con-
firmed as the Coast Guard’s
commandant after the service
revised its guidance on hate
symbols, prompting Senate
Democrats to lift their holds on
his nomination.

The Senate approved Lun-
day’s promotion on Thursday
night following the deletion of
language in the Coast Guard’s
new workplace harassment
policy that had recast swasti-
kas and nooses from symbols
of hatred to “potentially divi-
sive.”

Previous policy had said the
display of such imagery consti-
tuted “a potential hate inci-
dent.”

Media reporting on the
change led Lunday in Novem-
ber to declare a prohibition on
hate symbols but the policy
manual went into effect Mon-
day with the incendiary lan-

guage that appeared to soften
the Coast Guard’s policy on
such symbols still in it.

Sens. Jacky Rosen, of Neva-
da, and Tammy Duckworth, of
Illinois, blocked Lunday’s nom-
ination last week in protest, ac-
cusing Lunday of backtracking
on his commitment to combat
antisemitism and hate crimes.
They dropped their holds
Thursday once the controver-
sial language was stripped out.

The Department of Home-
land Security, which oversees
the Coast Guard in peacetime,
has maintained that there “was
never a ‘downgrade’ ” in policy
language.

“The pages of superseded
and outdated policy will be
completely removed from the
record so no press outlet, entity
or elected official may misrep-
resent the Coast Guard to poli-
ticize their policies and lie
about their position on divisive
and hate symbols,” said Home-
land Security Secretary Kristi
Noem in a post on X.

Coast Guard commandant
confirmed after revisions

BY SVETLANA

SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes 
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NEW YORK — At least 16 files
disappeared from the Justice De-
partment’s public webpage for
documents related to Jeffrey Ep-
stein — including a photograph
showing President Donald
Trump — less than a day after
they were posted, with no expla-
nation from the government and
no notice to the public.

The missing files, which were
available Friday and no longer ac-
cessible by Saturday, included
images of paintings depicting
nude women and one showing a
series of photographs along a cre-
denza and in drawers. In that im-
age, inside a drawer among other
photos, was a photograph of
Trump, alongside Epstein, Mela-
nia Trump and Epstein’s long-
time associate Ghislaine Max-
well. 

The Justice Department didn’t

answer questions Saturday about
why the files disappeared but said
in a post on X that “photos and oth-
er materials will continue being
reviewed and redacted consistent
with the law in an abundance of
caution as we receive additional
information.”

Online, the unexplained mis-
sing files fueled speculation about
what was taken down and why the
public was not notified, com-
pounding long-standing intrigue
about Epstein and the powerful
figures who surrounded him.
Democrats on the House Over-
sight Committee pointed to the
missing image featuring a Trump
photo in a post on X. 

The episode deepened con-
cerns that had already emerged
from the Justice Department’s
much-anticipated document re-
lease. The tens of thousands of
pages made public offered little

new insight into Epstein’s crimes
or the prosecutorial decisions that
allowed him to avoid serious fed-
eral charges for years, while
omitting some of the most closely
watched materials, including FBI
interviews with victims and inter-
nal Justice Department memos
on charging decisions.

Some of the most consequential
records expected about Epstein
are nowhere to be found in the
Justice Department’s initial dis-
closures, which span tens of thou-
sands of pages. Missing are FBI
interviews with survivors and in-
ternal Justice Department me-
mos examining charging deci-
sions — records that could have
helped explain how investigators
viewed the case and why Epstein
was allowed in 2008 to plead
guilty to a relatively minor state-
level prostitution charge.

The records, required to be re-

leased under a recent law passed
by Congress, hardly reference
several powerful figures long as-
sociated with Epstein, renewing
questions about who was scruti-
nized, who was not, and how
much the disclosures truly ad-
vance public accountability.

There was a series of never-be-
fore-seen photos of former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton but fleetingly
few of Trump. Both have been as-
sociated with Epstein, but have
since disowned those friendships.

Despite a Friday deadline set
by Congress to make everything
public, the Justice Department
said it plans to release records on
arolling basis. It blamed the delay
on the time-consuming process of
obscuring survivors’ names and
other identifying information.
The department has not given any
notice when more records might
arrive.

DOJ releases some Epstein files to public
Associated Press

An autopsy determined that
the man suspected in last week-
end’s attack at Brown University
and the fatal shooting of a Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology
professor days later had been
dead for two days when his body
was found, New Hampshire’s at-
torney general’s office said Fri-
day

Authorities found Claudio
Neves Valente, 48, dead from a
self-inflicted gunshot wound at a
New Hampshire storage facility
on Thursday night, said
Providence’s police chief, Col.
Oscar Perez.

The autopsy determined that
Neves Valente, a Portuguese na-
tional who had been living in the
U.S., died on Tuesday, the same
day that his countryman, MIT
professor Nuno F.G. Loureiro,
died at a hospital, New Hamp-
shire Attorney General John For-
mella’s office said in a statement. 

Authorities believe that after

killing two students and wound-
ing nine others last Saturday at
Brown, where he was a graduate
student studying physics during
the 2000-01 school year, Neves
Valente shot Loureiro at his Bos-
ton-area home on Monday night.

Investigators on Friday were
still trying to sort out why Neves
Valente allegedly opened fire on
the campus decades after he
dropped out and later killed Lou-
reiro. Perez said as far as investi-
gators know, Neves Valente acted
alone.

Neves Valente and Loureiro at-
tended the same academic pro-
gram at a university in Portugal
between 1995 and 2000, U.S. at-
torney for Massachusetts Leah B.
Foley said. Loureiro graduated
from the physics program at In-
stituto Superior Técnico, Portu-
gal’s premier engineering school,
in 2000, according to his MIT fac-
ulty page. Also in 2000, Neves Val-
ente was let go from his tempor-
ary position at the university.

Brown U suspect died 2 days
before his body was found

Associated Press 
MADISON, Wis. — Wisconsin

Republicans threatened Friday
to impeach embattled Judge
Hannah Dugan if she doesn’t re-
sign immediately after she was
convicted of obstruction for help-
ing an immigrant evade federal
officers, saying her time serving
the people of the state is over.

Federal prosecutors in April
accused the judge of distracting
federal officers trying to arrest a
Mexican immigrant outside her
courtroom and leading the man
out through a private door. A jury
convicted her of felony obstruc-
tion Thursday.

Dugan faces up to five years in
prison when she’s sentenced,
though federal judgescan go low-
er. No date has been set. 

The Wisconsin Constitution
bars convicted felons from hold-
ing public office. The state Judi-
cial Commission, which disci-
plines state judges, and Milwau-
kee County Chief Judge Carl Ash-

ley, Dugan’s boss, didn’t
immediately respond to ques-
tions about when Dugan’s office
will officially become vacant. 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos
and Majority Leader Tyler Au-
gust, both Republicans, on Friday
threatened to impeach Dugan if
she doesn’t immediately resign.

On April 18, immigration offi-
cers went to the Milwaukee Coun-
ty courthouse after learning 31-
year-old Eduardo Flores-Ruiz
had reentered the country illegal-
ly and was scheduled to appear
before Dugan for a hearing in a
state battery case. Dugan con-
fronted agents outside her court-
room and directed them to Ash-
ley’s office. After the agents left,
she led Flores-Ruiz and his attor-
ney out a private jury door.
Agents spotted Flores-Ruiz in the
corridor, followed him outside
and arrested him. The U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security
announced in November he had
been deported.

GOP demands judge resign
after her felony conviction

Associated Press
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BEKKERSDAL, South Afri-
ca — Nine people have died and
at least 10 others were wounded
after a group of gunmen carried
out a shooting at a South African
pub during the early hours of
Sunday, authorities said.

The incident occurred just
before 1 a.m. in the township of
Bekkersdal which is located 28
miles west of Johannesburg. It
is the second mass shooting in
South Africa in three weeks.

About 12 unknown suspects
in a white minibus and a silver
sedan opened fire at pub pa-
trons at KwaNoxolo tavern, in
the Tambo section of Bekkers-
dal and continued to shoot ran-
domly as they fled the scene. 

“Some victims were random-
ly shot in the streets by un-
known gunmen,” the police said
of the incident that left nine peo-
ple dead and 10 hospitalized.

Maj. Gen. Fred Kekana, the
acting provincial commissioner
of Gauteng, told the AP at the
scene that the gunmen, some of
whom wore balaclavas, had one
AK-47 rifle and several 9-mil-
limeter pistols. 

Police did not release infor-
mation about the victims, but
police spokesperson Brigadier
Brenda Muridili confirmed that
an e-hailing driver was among
those caught in the crossfire.
She said the driver had just
dropped off a client.

“He was shot and killed,” she

told The Associated Press.
The motive for the shooting is

unknown. A manhunt for the
suspects in the multiple gunshot
event has been initiated by Gau-
teng Serious and Violent Crime
Investigations in collaboration
with the Crime Detection Trac-
ing Unit.

There have been several
mass shootings at bars — some-
times called shebeens or ta-
verns in South Africa — in re-
cent years, including a mass
shooting carried out by multiple
suspects in an unlicensed bar
near the South African capital
that left at least 12 people dead
and 13 injured earlier this
month. 

Another shooting killed 16

people in the Johannesburg
township of Soweto in 2022. On
the same day, four people were
killed in a mass shooting at a bar
in another province.

The second-largest political
party in South Africa called for a
task force to probe the two re-
cent shootings in the province.

With almost 26,000 homicides
in 2024, or more than 70 per day
on average, South Africa has
one of the highest homicide
rates in the world. Firearms are
by far the leading cause of death
in homicides. Although the na-
tion of 62 million has compara-
tively stringent gun control
laws, officials say many mur-
ders are carried out using illegal
firearms.

Multiple gunmen open fire at South African pub
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Thousands of mourners gath-
ered under tight police security
at Sydney’s iconic Bondi Beach
on Sunday evening to mark a
week since two gunmen target-
ing a Jewish festival killed 15
people. Since then, Australian
governments have been galvan-
ized into action on countering
antisemitism and tightening al-
ready strict national gun con-
trols.

Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese, his predecessors John
Howard and Scott Morrison and
Governor-General Sam Mos-
tyn, who represents King
Charles III, were among the
dignitaries at the commemora-
tion that drew more than 10,000
people. 

“This has to be the nadir of
antisemitism in our country,”
New South Wales Jewish Board
of Deputies President David Os-
sip told the crowd. “This has to
be the moment when light starts
to eclipse the darkness.” 

Images of the victims, aged 10
to 87, were projected at the com-

memoration. “Waltzing Matil-
da” was sung in honor of the
youngest victim, whose Ukrai-
nian parents gave their Austra-
lian-born daughter what they
described as the most Austra-
lian name they knew.

A widely acclaimed hero of
the massacre, Ahmed al
Ahmed, sent a message of sup-
port from his hospital bed. The
Syrian-born immigrant was
shot after wrestling a shotgun
from one of the gunmen.

His father, Mohamed Fateh al
Ahmed, was invited to light a
candle on the menorah on the fi-
nal night of Hanukkah.

Beyond the famous beach,
people around Australia united
with Sydney’s stricken Jewish
community by lighting candles
and observing one minute of si-
lence at their homes at 6:47 p.m.
to remember the moment the
massacre unfolded. 

The federal and New South
Wales state governments de-
clared Sunday a national Day of
Reflection to mark Australia’s
worst mass shooting since 35
died in Tasmania state in 1996.

Thousands mourn victims
at Bondi Beach gathering

Associated Press
TEL AVIV, Israel — Israel’s

Cabinet has approved a propos-
al for 19 new Jewish settlements
in the occupied West Bank, the
far-right finance minister said
Sunday, as the government
pushes ahead with a construc-
tion binge in the territory that
further threatens the possibility
of a Palestinian state.

That brings the total number
of new settlements over the past
few years to 69, a new record,
according to Finance Minister
Betzalel Smotrich, who has
pushed a settlement expansion
agenda in the West Bank. The
latest ones include two that
were previously evacuated dur-
ing a 2005 disengagement plan.

The approval increases the
number of settlements in the
West Bank by nearly 50% dur-
ing the current far-right gov-
ernment’s tenure. In 2022, there
were 141 settlements across the
West Bank. After the latest ap-
proval, there are 210, according
to Peace Now, an anti-settle-
ment watchdog group. Settle-
ments are considered illegal un-

der international law.
The approval comes as the

U.S. pushes Israel and Hamas to
move ahead with the second
phase of the Gaza ceasefire,
which took effect Oct. 10. The
U.S.-brokered plan calls for a
possible “pathway” to a Palesti-
nian state, something settle-
ments are aimed at preventing.

The Cabinet decision includ-
ed a retroactive legalization of
some previously established
settlement outposts or neigh-
borhoods of existing settle-
ments and the creation of settle-
ments on land where Palesti-
nians were evacuated. 

Settlements can range in size
from a single dwelling to multi-
ple high-rises.

Israel’s government is dom-
inated by far-right proponents
of the settler movement, includ-
ing Smotrich and Cabinet Min-
ister Itamar Ben-Gvir, who
oversees the nation’s police
force.

Settler expansion has been
compounded by a surge of at-
tacks against Palestinians in the
West Bank in recent months.

Israel approves 19 new
settlements in West Bank

Associated Press
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Man who sold body parts
gets 8-year prison term

PA WILLIAMSPORT —
A former manager of

the Harvard Medical School
morgue in Boston was sen-
tenced to eight years in prison
for stealing and selling body
parts “as if they were baubles.”

Authorities said Cedric
Lodge was at the center of a
ghoulish scheme in which he
shipped brains, skin, hands and
faces to buyers in Pennsylvania
and elsewhere after cadavers
donated to Harvard were no
longer needed for research.

His wife, Denise Lodge, was
sentenced to just over a year in
prison for assisting him. They
appeared Tuesday in federal
court in Williamsport, Pa.

In one example, Cedric Lodge
provided skin to a buyer so it
could be tanned into leather and
bound into a book, a “deeply
horrifying reality,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Alisan Martin
said in a court filing. She said
Lodge 58, of Goffstown, N.H.,
treated the parts of “beloved hu-
man beings as if they were bau-
bles to be sold for profit” and
collected thousands of dollars,
from 2018 through March 2020.

2 men sentenced for fatal
hit-and-run of bicyclist

NV LAS VEGAS — Two
Nevada men were

given lengthy prison sentences
Tuesday after pleading guilty to
the fatal hit-and-run of a man
who had been biking alongside a
road in Las Vegas. They record-
ed the collision on video and
laughed as they drove off.

A judge sentenced 20-year-
old Jesus Ayala to 20 years to
life and 18-year-old Jzamir
Keys to 18 years to life for sec-

ond-degree murder with a
deadly weapon, the Clark Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office an-
nounced Wednesday. 

The two pleaded guilty in Oc-
tober in a deal with prosecutors.

Retired California police
chief Andreas “Andy” Probst,
64, was riding his bicycle on
Aug. 14, 2023, when he was in-
tentionally struck by a stolen
vehicle, according to the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office. 

Kennedy Center adds
Trump’s name after vote

DC WASHINGTON —
The Kennedy Cen-

ter on Friday quickly added Do-
nald Trump’s name to the per-
forming arts center Congress
designated as a living memorial
to John F. Kennedy, a day after
the center’s board of trustees
voted to make the change.

Blue tarps were hung in front
of the building to obscure work-
ers on scaffolding as they exe-
cuted the transformation.
Hours later it had a new name:
The Donald J. Trump and The
John F. Kennedy Memorial
Center for the Performing Arts.

The board of trustees, hand-
picked by Trump, voted unani-
mously Thursday to add his
name to what was enshrined as
a living memorial to the Demo-
cratic president. Trump, a Re-
publican, also is the board’s
chairman. The Kennedy Center
said the vote recognized
Trump’s work to revitalize the
institution.

Critics of the vote, including
Democratic members of Con-
gress who are ex-officio board
members, as well as some histo-
rians, insist that only Congress
can change the name.

Congress named the per-
forming arts center as a living

memorial to Kennedy in 1964,
the year after he was assassinat-
ed. The law explicitly prohibits
the board of trustees from mak-
ing the center into a memorial to
anyone else, and from putting
another person’s name on the
building’s exterior.

State set to legalize
medically assisted suicide

NY ALBANY — New
York is set to become

the latest state to legalize med-
ically assisted suicide for the
terminally ill under a deal
reached between the governor
and state legislative leaders an-
nounced Wednesday.

Democratic Gov. Kathy
Hochulplans to sign the propos-
al next year after pushing to add
a series of “guardrails” in the
bill, she announced in an op-ed
in the Albany Times Union.

A dozen other states and the
District of Columbia have laws
to allow medically assisted sui-
cide, according to advocates.

New York’s Medical Aid in
Dying Act requires that a termi-
nally ill person who is expected
to die within six months make a
written request for life-ending
drugs. Two witnesses would
have to sign the request to en-
sure that the patient is not being
coerced. The request would
then have to be approved by the
person’s attending physician as
well as a consulting physician.
China sues state seeking to
collect on $25B judgment

MO KANSAS CITY —
Missouri’s top

prosecutor said China is suing
after the state pressed federal
officials for help collecting on a
roughly $25 billion court judg-
ment related to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Attorney General Catherine

Hanaway said Tuesday in a
news release that China is de-
manding a public apology from
the state in a complaint filed in
the Intermediate People’s Court
of Wuhan. The Chinese govern-
ment also is seeking compensa-
tion equivalent to $50.5 billion
plus legal fees and the right to
claim further compensation.

At issue is a lawsuit Missouri
filed alleging that China hoard-
ed personal protective equip-
ment during the early months of
the pandemic, harming the
state and its residents. A federal
judge ruled for Missouri earlier
this year after China declined to
participate in the trial. It called
the lawsuit “very absurd ” when
it was filed in 2020.

The lawsuit was originally
filed by state Attorney General
Eric Schmitt, who subsequently
won election to the U.S. Senate,
and alleged that Chinese offi-
cials were to blame for the pan-
demic. 
Court blocks state ban on
minors’ conversion therapy

MI DETROIT — A fed-
eral appeals court on

Wednesday blocked Michigan’s
ban on conversion therapy for
minors who are LGBTQ+, de-
claring it violates the First
Amendment rights of therapists
and counselors.

In a 2-1 opinion, the court said
the law illegally restricts speech
that reflects the moral beliefs of
therapists.

“The Michigan law discrimi-
nates based on viewpoint —
meaning the law permits
speech on a particular topic on-
ly if the speech expresses a
viewpoint that the government
itself approves,” Judge Ray-
mond Kethledge wrote, joined
by Judge Joan Larsen.

— From wire reports
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COLLEGE STATION, Texas
— Malachi Toney’s tiebreaking
11-yard touchdown reception
with less than two minutes left
lifted No. 10 seed Miami to a 10-3
victory over No. 7 Texas A&M
on Saturday in the College Foot-
ball Playoff.

Mark Fletcher Jr. had a ca-
reer-high 172 yards rushing to
help the Hurricanes (11-2) ad-
vance to the Cotton Bowl to face
second-seeded Ohio State on
Dec. 31.

Miami has won five straight
since dropping two of three
games.

“Forty-plus days ago, we
were lower than low and found a
way to just bring a different lev-
el of energy every single day
and lift each other and the pro-
gram up,” coach Mario Cristo-
bal said. “And here we are with
a chance to keep playing, and
that’s all that matters now, 1-0.”

Toney’s big play came a se-
ries after what looked a devas-
tating mistake for the freshman.
He made a reception, but Dal-
ton Brooks knocked the ball out
and Daymion Sanford reco-
vered it on the Texas A&M 47
with about seven minutes to go.
Teammates surrounded a visi-
bly upset Toney on the bench,
encouraging him and trying to
keep him positive.

“You saw the entire team just
go right to him after the fum-
ble,” Cristobal said. “Every-
body trusts him. A lot of the rea-
son why we are here today is his
playmaking ability ... they knew
that there was going to be some
more football to be played, and
he was going to be a big part of
the reason why we were going to
have a chance to pull out the
game.”

He and Miami’s offense got
another chance when Rueben
Bain Jr. sacked Marcel Reed on
two of three plays on the ensu-
ing drive to force a punt.

A career-long 56-yard run by
Fletcher on the first play of the
next drive got the Hurricanes to
the Aggies 30 with about three

minutes to go. Miami used four
more runs by Fletcher to get in-
to scoring position before Toney
took the short toss from Carson
Beck and dashed into the end
zone.

Texas A&M had a chance to
tie it after that, but Bryce Fitz-
gerald intercepted a pass for the
second time — this time in the
end zone — to end it.

The Hurricanes used a suffo-
cating defensive performance
to stifle the Aggies’ powerful of-
fense, which entered the game
averaging 36.3 points a game.
They harassed Reed into a mis-
take-filled performance that in-
cluded a first-quarter fumble
along with the interceptions.
They sacked him seven times
and flushed him out of the pock-
et and forced him to try to make
tough throws again and again.

He was 25-for-39 for 257
yards, but was unable to get
Texas A&M in the end zone for
the first time this season.

“We thought this season ob-
viously could have been a lot
better than what it ended at, but
we’re proud of what we accom-
plished,” Reed said. “We’re
growing.”

No. 6 Ole Miss 41, No. 11 Tu-
lane 10:New Rebels coach Pete
Golding spent the last minutes
of his high-stakes debut taking
in the smiling faces of his
players on the sideline.

“To know what they’ve been
through, and know the direction
that they could have gone,”
Golding said, alluding to coach
Lane Kiffin’s departure for
LSU. “They came here for some
guys that looked like they left
them, and they were able to bat-
tle through that. And for them to
get the outcome that they de-
serve was awesome.”

Trinidad Chambliss ran for
two touchdowns and passed for
another, and Mississippi looked
unfazed by Kiffin’s absence,
beating the Green Wave.

“The juice was there for
sure,” Chambliss said. “We exe-
cuted really well.”

Scoring runs of 20 yards by

Kewan Lacy and 4 yards by
Chambliss gave the Rebels
(12-1) a 14-0 lead before eight
minutes had elapsed, and Tu-
lane never got closer than 11
points after that.

Lacy’s score capped a drive
that covered 75 yards in just
three plays and took a mere 59
seconds.

“Super excited for our pro-
gram, more importantly for our
players, to go play again,” said
Golding, who was promoted
from defensive coordinator af-
ter Kiffin left Nov. 30. “That
was the message to them
throughout: You’re playing to
play again and not let the season
end.”

Next up for Golding and Ole
Miss: a CFP quarterfinal
against No. 2 Georgia in the Sug-
ar Bowl on Jan. 1.

“We are excited and thrilled
for PG,” Chambliss said. “He
deserved it.”

Tulane (11-3) and quarter-
back Jake Retzlaff moved the
ball effectively at times, but the
Rebels — who beat the Green
Wave 45-10 on Sept. 20 — re-
mained comfortably ahead
throughout. Cornerback Jaylon
Braxton had an early intercep-
tion, and Mississippi’s defense
had multiple fumble recoveries
and fourth-down stops.

“We just could not situation-
ally capitalize on opportunities
to maybe get some momentum
going to where we could have a
fighting chance,” said Tulane
coach Jon Sumrall, who already
has been named Florida’s
coach, but unlike Kiffin was
permitted to lead the Green
Wave through the postseason.

Sumrall’s hopes of returning
to Tulane’s home city of New
Orleans to prepare for the Sugar
Bowl were dashed, and he’ll be
packing up for Gainesville, Fla.

“While the outcome tonight
sucks — I’m not happy with it
and there’s nothing about it I
feel good about — I still feel
good about this football team
because we hoisted (an Ameri-
can Conference) championship

trophy two weeks ago,” Sumrall
said.

No. 5 Oregon 51, No. 12
James Madison 34: Had the
first College Football Playoff
game at Autzen Stadium ended
at halftime, it still would have
been a clinical performance by
the Ducks.

Even with a lackluster second
half, Oregon breezed by the
Dukes on the heels of four
touchdown passes by Dante
Moore, who also ran for a score.

“The whole team under-
stands this wasn’t our best
game,” Moore said. “But, at the
end of the day, we won the foot-
ball game.”

The Ducks (12-1) advanced to
face Texas Tech in a quarterfi-
nal game at the Orange Bowl on
Jan. 1. Oregon won a playoff
game for the first time since
2014, when it beat Florida State
in the Rose Bowl semifinal be-
fore losing to Ohio State.

JMU (12-2) dropped Group of
Five teams to 0-4 in CFP games.
No. 17 Tulane fell 41-10 at No. 6
Mississippi as well Saturday.

Moore completed a 41-yard
touchdown pass to Jamari John-
son less than two minutes into
the game to give the Ducks a
lead they would not relinquish.
Johnson hauled in Moore’s pass
with his right hand, and romped
into the end zone while dragging
a pair of defenders.

The Dukes responded with a
30-yard field goal from Morgan
Suarez on their next drive, one
which required 15 plays and
burned 8:03. Oregon took over
from there, rattling off four
straight touchdowns before
James Madison snuck in anoth-
er field goal from Suarez ahead
of halftime, which brought the
score to 34-6.

“The first couple of drives
were great,” Moore said. “We
executed, we knew a lot of their
defensive schemes coming into
this game. (Offensive coordina-
tor Will Stein) and the offensive
crew did a great job dissecting
their defense. But overall, it was
a great game.”

Miami shuts down Texas A&M to open CFP
Associated Press
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CHICAGO — Caleb Williams
felt it as soon as the ball left his
hand. Then, in a flash, the Bears
were celebrating yet another
wild win.

Williams threw a 46-yard
touchdown pass to DJ Moore in
overtime, and Chicago overcame
a 10-point deficit late in the
fourth quarter Saturday night for
a 22-16 win over the Green Bay
Packers, who lost quarterback
Jordan Love to a concussion.

The Bears (11-4) extended
their lead in the NFC North to 1½
games over the Packers (9-5-1)
with two to play and got some
payback for a loss at Lambeau
Field two weeks earlier. It was
Chicago’s sixth win this season
after trailing in the final two min-
utes and its most incredible —
Green Bay had a win probability
of 99%.

Chicago moved closer to its
first postseason trip since 2020
with a rare victory in the NFL’s
longest-running rivalry. Count-
ing the playoffs, the Bears are 7-
30 against Green Bay since 2008. 

In overtime, the Packers had
fourth-and-1 at the Chicago 36
when backup quarterback Malik
Willis fumbled the snap. Chicago
took over at the 36 and, four plays
later, Moore hauled in the win-
ning TD from Williams with Kei-
sean Nixon draped all over him,
setting off a wild celebration. 

Already missing Micah Par-
sons after the star pass rusher
sustained a season-ending knee
injury in a loss at Denver last
week, the Packers had to get by
without Love, who took a helmet-
to-helmet hit from Chicago’s
Austin Booker in the second
quarter. Love jogged to the med-
ical tent and then headed to the

locker room.
Eagles 29, Commanders 18:

This was not a terrific perfor-
mance by the reigning Super
Bowl champions, from a fumble
on the opening kickoff to a pair of
penalties on the tush push to
three wide-left field-goal tries to
a halftime deficit. Still, Saquon
Barkley, Jalen Hurts and visiting
Philadelphia eventually got go-
ing in the right direction and
clinched their division yet again
by beating Washington.

The game included a late
brawl when Barkley tacked on a
2-point conversion that in-
creased the Eagles’ lead to 19
points before the Commanders
scored a meaningless TD.

Hurts completed 22 of 30
throws — with 15 of those caught
by A.J. Brown or DeVonta Smith
— for 185 yards, two touchdowns
and no turnovers. He connected

with Smith from 5 yards out in
the first half and with Dallas
Goedert from 15 in the third
quarter to cap a 17-play, 83-yard,
10½-minute drive.

Barkley added a 12-yard TD
run for the Eagles, part of his 21-
carry, 132-yard performance
that raised his season rushing to-
tal above 1,000 yards.

A year after going 12-5, the
Commanders have lost nine of 10
to fall to 4-11.

Chants of “E-A-G-L-E-S, Ea-
gles!” frequently rang out in the
Commanders’ stadium, and cries
of “Cooooop!” greeted Cooper
DeJean’s interception of Josh
Johnson, Washington’s third-
string quarterback, who came in
when Marcus Mariota went out
after the opening drive in the
third quarter with an injured
right hand while Washington led
10-7.

Williams, Bears defeat Packers in OT
Associated Press 

DENVER — Kevin Durant
scored 31 points, Reed Sheppard
scored the final 11 points of the
third quarter to blow open a close
game, and the Houston Rockets
rolled past the Denver Nuggets
115-101 on Saturday.

Sheppard was 6-for-9 from long
range and scored 28 points. His
last bucket came on a steal and a
slam after the Nuggets’ reserves
had trimmed a 21-point deficit to
107-97 in the closing minutes.

The Rockets avenged a loss
earlier in the week at Denver and
snapped the Nuggets’ six-game
winning streak. Durant was 5 for
6 from 3-point range and Jabari
Smith was 5-for-11 from long
range for 22 points.

The Rockets shot 19-for-35
from long range (54%) to Den-
ver’s 8 of 29 (27%).

Nikola Jokic led Denver with 25
points and Jamal Murray scored
16.

76ers 121, Mavericks 114:
Tyrese Maxey scored 38 points,

including seven during a key
fourth-quarter stretch, and VJ
Edgecombe added 26 as host Phi-
ladelphia defeated Dallas.

The 76ers have won six of eight.
Cooper Flagg and Anthony Da-

vis each scored 24 points for Dal-
las.

Celtics 112, Raptors 69: Pay-
ton Pritchard scored 19 of his 33
points in the third quarter, Der-
rick White and Anfernee Simons
each had 15, and short-handed
visiting Boston beat Toronto.

Neemias Queta scored 14
points as the Celtics won their
third straight meeting with To-
ronto.

Pelicans 128, Pacers 109:
Zion Williamson came off the
bench for the third consecutive
game and matched his season
high with 29 points as host New
Orleans beat Indiana for their sea-
son-high fourth straight win.

Pascal Siakam scored 22 points
to lead the Pacers. 

Pistons 112, Hornets 86:
Cade Cunningham had a triple-

double and Jalen Duren added 19
points and 11 rebounds as host De-
troit beat Charlotte.

Kon Knueppel and Miles
Bridges each scored 19 points for
Charlotte, which had won five of
its last nine after a 4-14 start. 

Wizards 130, Grizzlies 122:
CJ McCollum and Kyshawn
George scored 28 points each,
keying a second-half comeback as
visiting Washington erased a 20-
point deficit and defeated Mem-
phis.

The Wizards snapped a seven-
game losing streak in Memphis,
where they hadn’t won since Jan.
5, 2018. 

Warriors 119, Suns 116: Ste-
phen Curry had 28 points, nine re-
bounds and six assists, Jimmy
Butler scored 25 points, and host
Golden State snapped a three-
game losing streak by beating
Phoenix.

Devin Booker scored 38 points
for the Suns.

Magic 128, Jazz 127 (OT):
Desmond Bane scored 32 points,

including the winning layup with
0.9 seconds left in overtime, to
help visiting Orlando edge Utah.

Orlando snapped a two-game
losing streak on the road.

Keyonte George led Utah with
27 points and nine assists.

Trail Blazers 98, Kings 93:
Deni Avdija had 24 points, 10 as-
sists and seven rebounds and vis-
iting Portland beat Sacramento to
sweep a home-and-home series.

The Trail Blazers beat the
Kings 134-133 in overtime at
home Thursday night on Avdija’s
late free throws. 

The Kings have lost five in a
row and nine of 10 to fall to 6-22.

Clippers 103, Lakers 88: Ka-
whi Leonard scored a season-high
32 points and the slumping Los
Angeles Clippers rode their 3-
point shooting to a home victory
over LeBron James and the short-
handed Los Angeles Lakers,
snapping a five-game skid.

James, who turns 41 on Dec. 30,
led the Lakers with a season-high
36 points. 

Durant leads Rockets to snap Nuggets’ win streak
Associated Press 
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ST. PAUL, Minn. — Matt Bol-
dy scored twice, Filip Gustavs-
son made 28 saves and the Min-
nesota Wild beat the Edmonton
Oilers 5-2 on Saturday for their
seventh straight victory.

Ryan Hartman, Vladimir Ta-
rasenko and Nico Sturm also
scored, Mats Zuccarello had two
assists and Minnesota set a fran-
chise record with a 14-game
home points streak, going 12-0-2
at Grand Casino Arena since
Nov. 1.

Gustavsson is 8-1-1 in his last
10 starts. The Wild have allowed
just 11 goals during the winning
streak, giving up no more than
two in any game.

Connor McDavid and Andrew
Mangiapane scored for Edmon-
ton, and Calvin Pickard stopped
32 shots. The Oilers had won four
of five and six of eight.

Leon Draisaitl had two assists
to reach 50 points for the 11th
straight season, tying Glenn An-
derson and Mark Messier for

Edmonton’s record.
Red Wings 5, Capitals 2: Mo-

ritz Seider had a goal and an as-
sist and visiting Detroit beat
Washington.

John Leonard and James van
Riemsdyk — siblings of side-
lined Capitals players Ryan Leo-
nard and Trevor van Riemsdyk
—also scored for the Red Wings.
So did Elmer Soderblom and Dy-
lan Larkin.

Rangers 5, Flyers 4 (SO):Mi-
ka Zibanejad tied it late in the
third period, and host New York
killed off two penalties in over-
time on the way to beating Phila-
delphia in a shootout.

The comeback for just a fifth
win in 18 home games this season
potentially came at a great cost,
with captain J.T. Miller leaving
in pain after taking a big hit from
Nick Seeler with just over eight
minutes left.

Lightning 6, Hurricanes 4:
Jake Guentzel scored a pair of
third period goals and host Tam-
pa Bay rallied past Carolina.

Gage Goncalves, Brayden
Point and Jack Finley all scored
second-period goals for the
Lightning.

Flames 6, Golden Knights 3:
Mikael Backlund scored two
goals and host Calgary beat Ve-
gas.

Joel Farabee, Ryan Lomberg,
Adam Klapka and Jonathan Hu-
berdeau also scored as the
Flames won for the seventh time
in their last nine games at home.

Predators 5, Maple Leafs 3:
Luke Evangelista broke a tie at
9:18 of the third period to help
host Nashville beat Toronto.

Evangelista drove down the
right side and made a moveat the
right dot before lifting a back-
hander over Joseph Woll.

Senators 6, Blackhawks 4:
Three third-period goals, includ-
ing a pair from David Perron, po-
wered host Ottawa over Chicago.

Sabres 3, Islanders 2 (SO):
Josh Norris got the deciding
goal in the shootout and host
Buffalo beat New York for its

fifth straight win.
Blues 6, Panthers 2: Visiting

St. Louis got a pair of goals from
Jake Neighbours and Robert
Thomas in a win over Florida.

Canadiens 4, Penguins 0:Ja-
cob Fowler made 31 saves for his
fourth NHL start for his first shu-
tout and host Montreal beat
Pittsburgh to open a home-and-
home set.

Canucks 5, Bruins 4 (SO):
Liam Ohgren was the only one to
score in a seven-round shootout,
and visiting Vancouver beat
Boston for its fourth straight vic-
tory.

Ducks 4, Blue Jackets 3: Pa-
vel Mintyukov slid a shot from
the slot past Elvis Merzlikins
with 3:29 left and host Anaheim
beat Columbus.

Kraken 4, Sharks 2: Ryan
Lindgren had the tiebreaking
goal early in the third period for
his first score with Seattle, and
the visiting Kraken beat San Jose
to snap a four-game losing
streak.

Boldy helps Wild top Oilers for 7th straight victory
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Christian An-
derson scored 23 of his 27 points
in the second half, including the
tiebreaking free throw with 3.4
seconds left, and No. 19 Texas
Tech rallied from 17 down to beat
third-ranked Duke 82-81 on Sat-
urday night at Madison Square
Garden.

Anderson was fouled by Caleb
Foster and made the front end of a
1-and-1 before missing his second
attempt. Isaiah Evans grabbed
the rebound with 1.6 seconds re-
maining, and the Blue Devils
called a timeout to set up a play.

Foster inbounded near the Red
Raiders bench, but Cameron
Boozer’s 3-point try bounced off
the rim — and the shot might have
come after the final horn, anyway.

No. 1 Arizona 68, San Diego
State 45: Koa Peat scored 11
points, Tobe Awaka grabbed 15

rebounds and the host Wildcats
smothered the Aztecs in the Nais-
mith Hall of Fame Series.

Arizona (11-0) held San Diego
State (6-4) to 26% shooting from
the floor and 1-for-14 from 3-
point distance, turning a tight
game into a runaway.

No. 6 Purdue 88, No. 21 Au-
burn 60: Trey Kaufman-Renn
had 18 points and six rebounds,
and Braden Smith added 11
points and a season-high 14 as-
sists to help the host Boilermak-
ers blow out the Tigers.

Purdue (11-1) shot 55.9% from
the field in winning its third
straight game.

No. 8 Houston 94, No. 14 Ar-
kansas 85: Emanuel Sharp
scored 22 points, Kingston Flem-
ings added 21 and the Cougars
used some excellent long-range
shooting to beat the Razorbacks.

Houston (11-1) shot 44% from

3-point distance and 52% from
the field overall.

No 9 Michigan State 79, Oak-
land 70: Coen Carr scored 16 of
his 22 points in the second half to
help the host Spartans hold off
the Golden Grizzlies.

Michigan State (11-1) has won
three straight since losing its only
game this season, a six-point set-
back to No. 3 Duke.

No. 11 Louisville 94, Montana
54: Sananda Fru scored a sea-
son-high 18 points to lead five
players in double figures as the
host Cardinals beat the Grizzlies.

Isaac McKneely finished with
16 points and made 4 of 6 3-point-
ers for Louisville, which shot
52.3%. Ryan Conwell added 14,
and J’Vonne Hadley scored 13.

No. 12 North Carolina 71,
Ohio State 70: Henri Veesaar
dunked in the winning basket
with 7.2 seconds remaining off a

pass from stumbling Seth Trim-
ble, and the Tar Heels held off the
Buckeyes.

Trimble wanted to shoot but
tripped as he spun into the lane.
As the senior guard was falling to
the court, he managed to dish the
ball to Veesaar, who slipped past
his defender for the emphatic
slam.

Kentucky 78, No. 22 St.
John’s 66: Otega Oweh scored
20 points, Jayden Quaintance
made a big first impression and
the Wildcats stifled the Red
Storm in the second half, beating
former coach Rick Pitino.

No. 23 Virginia 80, Maryland
72: Dallin Hall scored a season-
high 20 points, Jacari White had a
spectacular dunk and scored 15,
and the host Cavaliers beat the
Terrapins in the first meeting
since 2018 between the former
ACC rivals.

Texas Tech’s 17-point rally stuns Duke
Associated Press
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