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WASHINGTON — Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth defend-
ed strikes on alleged drug cartel
boats during remarks Saturday at
the Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library, saying President Donald
Trump has the power to take mil-
itary action “as he sees fit” to de-
fend the nation.

Hegseth dismissed criticism of
the strikes, which have killed
more than 80 people and now face
intense scrutiny over concerns
that they violated international
law. Saying the strikes are justi-
fied to protect Americans, Heg-
seth likened the fight to the war on
terror following the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks. 

“If you’re working for a desig-
nated terrorist organization and
you bring drugs to this country in
aboat, we will find you and we will

sink you. Let there be no doubt
about it,” Hegseth said during his
keynote address at the Reagan
National Defense Forum. “Presi-
dent Trump can and will take de-
cisive military action as he sees fit
to defend our nation’s interests.
Let no country on Earth doubt
that for a moment.”

The most recent strike brings
the death toll of the campaign to at
least 87 people. Lawmakers have
sought more answers about the at-
tacks and their legal justification,
and whether U.S. forces were or-
dered to launch a follow-up strike
following a September attack even
after the Pentagon knew of survi-
vors.

Though Hegseth compared the
alleged drug smugglers to al-Qai-
da terrorists, experts have noted
significant differences between
the two foes and the efforts to

combat them.
Hegseth’s remarks came after

the Trump administration re-
leased its new national security
strategy, one that paints Euro-
pean allies as weak and aims to
reassert America’s dominance in
the Western Hemisphere.

During the speech, Hegseth al-
so discussed the need to check
China’s rise through strength in-
stead of conflict. He repeated
Trump’s vow to resume nuclear
testing on an equal basis as China
and Russia — a goal that has
alarmed many nuclear arms ex-
perts. China and Russia haven’t
conducted explosive tests in dec-
ades, though the Kremlin said it
would follow the U.S. if Trump re-
started tests.

The speech was delivered at
the Reagan National Defense Fo-
rum at the Ronald Reagan Presi-

dential Foundation and Institute
in California, an event that brings
together top national security ex-
perts from around the country.
Hegseth used the visit to argue
that Trump is Reagan’s “true and
rightful heir” when it comes to
muscular foreign policy.

By contrast, Hegseth criticized
Republican leaders in the years
since Reagan for supporting wars
in the Middle East and democra-
cy-building efforts that didn’t
work. He also blasted those who
have argued that climate change
poses serious challenges to mili-
tary readiness.

“The war department will not
be distracted by democracy
building, interventionism, unde-
fined wars, regime change, cli-
mate change, woke moralizing
and feckless nation building,” he
said.

Hegseth defends strikes on alleged drug boats
Associated Press

TOKYO — Japan and Austra-
lia urged calm on Sunday after
Chinese military aircraft locked
radar on Japanese fighter jets, a
month after the Japanese lead-
er’s recent remarks on Taiwan
that stirred tensions between To-
kyo and Beijing.

Defense Minister Shinjiro Koi-
zumi said Japan formally protest-
ed the incident, calling it “an ex-
tremely regrettable” act and “a
dangerous” one that “exceeded
the scope necessary for safe air-
craft operations.”

“We have lodged a strong pro-
test with the Chinese side and de-
manded strict preventive mea-
sures,” Koizumi said.

Japan’s Defense Ministry said
China’s military aircraft J-15 took
off from the Chinese carrier
Liaoning near the southern island
of Okinawa on Saturday and “in-

termittently” latched its radar on
Japanese F-15 fighter jets on two
occasions Saturday, for about
three minutes in the late after-
noon and for about 30 minutes in
the evening. It was not made clear
whether the radar lock incident
involved the same Chinese J-15
both times.

Japanese fighter jets had been
scrambled to pursue Chinese
ones that were conducting air-
craft takeoff and landing exercis-
es in the Pacific. They were pur-
suing the Chinese aircraft at a
safe distance and did not take ac-
tions that could be interpreted as
provocation, Kyodo News agency
said, quoting defense officials,
when the radar lock happened.
There was no breach of Japanese
airspace, and no injury or dam-
age was reported from the inci-
dent. 

Senior Colonel Wang Xue-

meng, spokesperson for the Chi-
nese navy, defended China’s
flight training near the island of
Miyako on Saturday, saying Beij-
ing announced the exercises be-
forehand and accused Japanese
aircraft of “harassment.”

“We solemnly asked the Japa-
nese side to immediately stop
slandering and smearing, and
strictly restrain its frontline ac-
tions. The Chinese Navy will take
necessary measures in accord-
ance with the law to resolutely
safeguard its own security and le-
gitimate rights and interests,”
Wang said in a statement posted
Sunday on the Chinese Ministry
of Defense website.

Relations between Japan and
China have worsened after Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi said in early November its
military could get involved if Chi-
na were to take action against Tai-

wan, the self-governing island
that Beijing claims as its own.

Takaichi later Sunday called
the radar lock-in “extremely dis-
appointing.” 

“We will act calmly and reso-
lutely,” she said, vowing to do the
utmost in carrying out surveil-
lance operations around Japa-
nese waters and airspace, while
closely watching Chinese mili-
tary activity around Japan.

Japan and Australia, whose de-
fense ministers held their sched-
uled talks in Tokyo on Sunday, ex-
pressed worry over the develop-
ment. 

“We are deeply concerned by
the actions of China in the last 24
hours,” Australian Defense Min-
ister Richard Marles told a joint
news conference Sunday after
holding talks with Koizumi. “We
expect those interactions to be
safe and professional.”

Japan protests after Chinese military jets lock radar
Associated Press
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The Army shuttered its lar-
gest command on Friday to ac-
tivate in its place a new organi-
zation focused on soldiers’ ef-
forts in the Western Hemi-
sphere as the service continues
a major shakeup of its top levels
ordered early this year.

U.S. Army Forces Command
cased its colors and inactivated
Friday afternoon during a for-
mal ceremony at Fort Bragg,
N.C., where the new U.S. Army
Western Hemisphere Com-
mand was activated as a four-
star headquarters. Army Gen.
Joseph Ryan — he received a
fourth star — took command of
the new formation. Army Gen.
Andrew Poppas, who led FOR-
SCOM from 2022 through its in-

activation, was set to retire.
“Today is much more than a

change of command ceremo-
ny,” Poppas said. “It’s a major
step toward the merger of three
powerhouse Army headquar-
ters into one operational, trans-
regional team that will face the
nation’s top strategic priori-
ties.”

The transformation efforts
grew from Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth’s April orders for
the military to reduce general
officer billets across the force
and to refocus troops’ efforts to-
ward protecting the U.S. home-
land after more than two dec-
ades of war in the Middle East
and southwest Asia.

“Western Hemisphere Com-
mand is designed for speed,
flexibility and relevance to ef-

fectively respond to challenges
in our complex times,” Army
Chief of Staff Gen. Randy
George said. “By consolidating
these headquarters and align-
ing the theater, we will stream-
line processes, eliminate redun-
dant efforts and free up talent
and resources. This will allow
us to better support our fighting
formations.”

In recent months, the Army
has merged two other four-star
commands, Training and Doc-
trine Command and Futures
Command, into a single new or-
ganization called Transforma-
tion and Training Command,
which it headquartered in Aus-
tin, Texas. That command,
known as T2COM, also ab-
sorbed the service’s three-star
Recruiting Command and Ar-

my Materiel Command, which
was downgraded from a four-
star to a three-star headquar-
ters.

Western Hemisphere Com-
mand next year will absorb two
more general officer-led com-
mands. Three-star-led U.S. Ar-
my North and two-star-led U.S.
Army South will be inactivated
and folded into the new com-
mand with responsibility for
providing Army forces for mis-
sions in the Northern Command
and Southern Command areas
of responsibility.

The Army anticipates those
moves coming by March, but it
will be based on conditions and
not on a set calendar timeline,
said Col. Mike Burns, a spokes-
man for Army Western Hemi-
sphere Command.

Army Forces Command ends; new HQ begins
BY COREY DICKSTEIN

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — A Fort
Hood physician under criminal
investigation over reports that
he secretly recorded patient ex-
ams is now in jail because he vi-
olated conditions to remain un-
restrained during the legal
process, according to base offi-
cials.

Maj. Blaine McGraw, a sus-
pended OB-GYN at Carl R. Dar-
nall Army Medical Center, was
detained Tuesday and is being
held in pretrial confinement at
Bell County Jail, the county
where Fort Hood is located. He
violated conditions of liberty
imposed by his commander,
Fort Hood officials said Thurs-
day.

There is no evidence to sug-
gest he violated a military pro-
tective order related to alleged
victims, according to Fort Hood.

Army Criminal Investigation

Division began an investigation
into McGraw on Oct. 17, after a
patient accused him of record-
ing an exam without her con-
sent. He was suspended from
the hospital that same day.

The Army has notified rough-
ly 3,000 former patients of
McGraw’s that he is under in-
vestigation and encouraged
them to fill out a questionnaire
about their experiences with
him.

Those patients saw him at
Fort Hood as well as his previ-
ous duty station, Tripler Army
Medical Center in Hawaii.

Since his suspension,
McGraw, 47, has spent time in
an inpatient care facility, ac-
cording to Bell County court
records.

Criminal investigators said
Wednesday they have conduct-
ed hundreds of interviews and
are sifting through more than
half a terabyte of digital media.

Suspended Fort Hood doctor
jailed during investigation 

BY ROSE L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes 

The Pentagon wants allies in
Europe to take over the bulk of
defense responsibilities on the
Continent no later than 2027, ac-
cording to a new report that
could carry significant implica-
tions for how American troops
are deployed.

Defense Department officials
told their Western counterparts
in Washington this month about
the new deadline, Reuters re-
ported Friday, citing five uni-
dentified sources.

U.S. officials said during a
meeting that they remain unsat-
isfied with the progress allies
are making when it comes to
bolstering their own military
capabilities and that if allies
miss the 2027 deadline the U.S.
could stop participating in some
NATO activities, Reuters re-
ported.

The report did not detail how

the U.S. could scale back its mis-
sions or what specific conven-
tional military capabilities
might be withdrawn. 

Top Pentagon officials have
repeatedly said the U.S. expects
other NATO countries at some
point to take on the bulk of the
conventional security burden
on the Continent, a reference to
various non-nuclear capabili-
ties.

NATO members have agreed
to increase their military spend-
ing levels to 5% of gross domes-
tic product by 2035 in line with a
demand by Trump that NATO’s
defense spending benchmark
be elevated.

Still, security analysts have
noted that it will take years for
allies in Europe to develop the
capabilities the U.S. brings to
the table. An American military
withdrawal from Europe by
2027 could leave capability
gaps.

US sets 2027 deadline
for Europe to lead NATO 

BY JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes 
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WASHINGTON — The man
accused of planting a pair of
pipe bombs outside the head-
quarters of the Republican and
Democratic national parties in
Washington on the eve of the
U.S. Capitol attack told investi-
gators he was “disappointed” in
the outcome of the 2020 presi-
dential election lost by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, the top fed-
eral prosecutor for the nation’s
capital said Friday.

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro
told ABC News Live that she be-
lieves it is “unmistakable” that
Brian Cole Jr. was responsible
for placing the pipe bombs
based on evidence collected by
investigators. Pirro also sug-
gested Cole may have been mo-
tivated by claims by Trump and

his Republican allies that the
2020 election was stolen from
him. 

“He was disappointed in vari-
ous aspects of the election, but
this guy was an equal opportu-
nity bomber,” Pirro said. “He
was disappointed to a great deal
in the system. Both sides of the
system.” 

Cole confessed to planting the
devices on Jan. 5, 2021, two peo-
ple familiar with the matter told
The Associated Press. 

Cole also indicated that he be-
lieved conspiracy theories
around the 2020 election and ex-
pressed views supportive of
Trump, said the people, who
were not authorized to discuss
by name an ongoing investiga-
tion and spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Cole spoke to law enforce-
ment officers for more than four
hours after his arrest, a federal
prosecutor, Charles Jones, said
Friday during Cole’s initial
court appearance.

The details add to a still-
emerging portrait of the 30-
year-old suspect from Wood-
bridge, Va., and it was not im-
mediately clear what other in-
formation or perspectives he
may have shared while cooper-
ating with law enforcement fol-
lowing his arrest Thursday.

Surveillance video captured
the suspect’s movements
through the area where the pipe
bombs were placed and the sur-
rounding neighborhood. The
suspect, whose face was ob-
scured by a mask, was wearing
a hooded sweatshirt, gloves and

Nike Air Max Speed Turf shoes.
“He told us that he had those

sneakers and that he got rid of
them after he placed the pipe
bombs,” Pirro said.

The FBI said a comparison of
records from nearby cell towers
and for Cole’s cellphone indi-
cate he was near the RNC and
DNC around the same time that
the pipe bombs were placed
there.

“In my mind, they were on the
right path when it was clear that
the cellphone was pinging in the
exact locations where we had
the video of the suspect walking
along the area,” Pirro said. “Ev-
erywhere he walked, his cell-
phone was pinging at the cell
tower. So it is unmistakable that
he was the guy who was walking
along and placing those items.”

DC bomb suspect was ‘disappointed’ in election
Associated Press

Homeland Security Secreta-
ry Kristi Noem said in a federal
court filing Friday evening that
she was the one who decided
Venezuelan detainees aboard
two airplanes bound for El Sal-
vador in March would be hand-
ed over to that country despite a
judge’s order temporarily bar-
ring their removal.

Noem’s declaration came as a
federal judge in D.C. resumes a
long-stalled inquiry into wheth-
er she or any other official
should be referred for a poten-
tial contempt prosecution for
disobeying the order.

Chief U.S. District Judge
James Boasberg of the District
of Columbia is looking into
whether a criminal contempt
referral is warranted after the
Trump administration, justify-
ing their actions under the little-
used Alien Enemies Act, contin-
ued to fly two planeloads of
mostly Venezuelan migrants to
El Salvador to be held in the
country’s notorious Terrorism
Confinement Center, or CE-

COT, despite the order to halt
the removals.

Noem’s declaration Friday
came in response to an order
from Boasberg that officials in-
volved in the decision to contin-
ue the flights provide written
statements that “detail their
roles in such decision.” 

The lack of details in Noem’s
declaration, as well as those
from two other Trump adminis-
tration officials Friday, may
prompt Boasberg, who has said
he intends to learn why his or-
der was not followed, to seek
testimony from them in court.

Justice Department attor-
neys remained defiant in the
face of that possibility Friday in
a filing accompanying Noem’s
declaration.

If Boasberg “continues to be-
lieve” his “order was sufficient-
ly clear in imposing an obliga-
tion to halt the transfer of custo-
dy for detainees who had al-
ready been removed from the
United States, the Court should
proceed promptly with a refer-
ral,” the filing said.

Noem offers few details on
migrant flights to El Salvador

The Washington Post 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Police
in North Carolina have charged
a 33-year-old man with critical-
ly injuring another person in a
stabbing on a Charlotte commu-
ter train, just a few months after
a Ukrainian refugee riding one
of the city’s trains was killed in
an unrelated knife attack.

Oscar Solarzano, 33, was
charged with attempted first-
degree murder, assault with a
deadly weapon and other
crimes stemming from the Fri-
day afternoon attack in which
he wielded a large knife, Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg police said
in a news release. 

Police said the victim suf-
fered a stab wound and was hos-
pitalized in critical but stable
condition.

Solarzano was being held in
jail Saturday without bond. 

A magistrate judge said in a
court filing that the suspect was
in the U.S. illegally and had pre-
viously been deported. 

He faced a hearing Monday

morning in Mecklenburg Coun-
ty District Court.

An arrest warrant filed in a
North Carolina court says that
Solarzano appeared to be intox-
icated and was slurring his
words when he challenged the
victim to a fight.

Online court and jail records
did not list an attorney for Solar-
zano.

The attack comes less than
four months after a 23-year-old
woman from Ukraine was killed
on a Charlotte commuter train
in an apparently random assault
captured on video.

The victim, Iryna Zarutska,
had been living in a bomb shel-
ter in Ukraine before coming to
the U.S. to escape the war, her
relatives said.

A suspect, Decarlos Brown
Jr., has been charged first-de-
gree murder for Zarutska’s kill-
ing in a North Carolina state
court, and was also indicted in
federal court on a charge of
causing death on a mass trans-
portation system.

Man wounded in stabbing
on NC commuter train 

Associated Press 
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COTONOU, Benin — A coup
that was announced in Benin
on Sunday has been “foiled,”
the interior minister said in a
video on Facebook.

“In the early morning of
Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025, a small
group of soldiers launched a
mutiny with the aim of desta-
bilizing the state and its insti-
tutions,” Alassane Seidou said.
“Faced with this situation, the
Beninese Armed Forces and
their leadership, true to their
oath, remained committed to
the republic.”

Earlier, a group of soldiers
had appeared on Benin’s state
TV Sunday to announce the
dissolution of the government
in an apparent coup, the latest
of many in West Africa.

The group, which called it-
self the Military Committee for
Refoundation, announced the
removal of the president and
all state institutions. Lt. Col.
Pascal Tigri was appointed
president of the military com-
mittee, the soldiers said.

Following its independence
from France in 1960, the West
African nation witnessed mul-

tiple coups, especially in the
decades following its indepen-
dence. Since 1991, the country
has been politically stable fol-
lowing the two-decade rule of
Marxist-Leninist Mathieu Ké-
rékou.

There has been no official
news about President Patrice
Talon since gunshots were
heard around the presidential
residence. However, the signal
to the state television and pub-
lic radio that was cut off has
now been restored.

The regional bloc Economic
Community of West African

States condemned the short-
lived coup in a statement.

“ECOWAS strongly con-
demns this unconstitutional
move that represents a subver-
sion of the will of the people of
Benin. ... ECOWAS will sup-
port the Government and the
people in all forms necessary
to defend the Constitution and
the territorial integrity of Be-
nin,” the bloc said in a state-
ment.

Talon has been in power
since 2016 and was due to step
down next April after the pres-
idential election.

Benin official says coup attempt foiled
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land — Police in New Zealand
said Friday they recovered a
James Bond-inspired Fabergé
pendant after six days of closely
watching the man accused of
swallowing the jewelry in an
Auckland store. 

They said the pendant was re-
covered Thursday night after it
exited the suspect’s gastrointes-
tinal tract naturally without
medical intervention. 

The limited-edition, Fabergé
egg pendant was inspired by the
1983 James Bond film “Octopus-

sy,” in which a jewel-smuggling
operation involves a fake Faber-
gé egg. 

A less glamorous photo sup-
plied by New Zealand’s police
Friday showed a gloved hand
holding the recovered pendant
and its long, gold chain with an
intact price tag showing the je-
welry’s $19,000 value.

The man was arrested inside
Partridge Jewelers in Auckland
on Nov. 28 shortly after the al-
leged theft.

He made a court appearance
Nov. 29, when he didn’t enter a
plea to a charge of theft. Since

then, he’s been in police custody
and officers had been stationed
around the clock with the man to
wait for the evidence to ree-
merge. 

The 32-year-old man has not
been publicly named. He is due
to appear in Auckland District
Court on Monday and will re-
main in police custody until
then.

“Given this man is in Police
custody, we have a duty of care
to continue monitoring him giv-
en the circumstances of what
has occurred,” Inspector Grae
Anderson said in a statement

Wednesday. 
The store’s website says the

egg, one of only 50 made, was
crafted from gold, painted with
green enamel and encrusted
with 183 diamonds and two sap-
phires. The pendant is 3.3 inches
tall and is mounted on a stand.

“The egg opens to reveal an
18ct yellow gold octopus nestled
inside, adorned with white dia-
mond suckers and black dia-
mond eyes,” an item description
said. “The octopus surprise pays
homage to the eponymous anta-
gonist at the center of the ‘Octo-
pussy’ film.”

Police recover swallowed Fabergé egg pendant
Associated Press

LONDON — Four protesters
were arrested Saturday after
splattering food on the display
case of a priceless diamond-
encrusted crown at the Tower
of London.

The Crown Jewels display
was temporarily closed after
members of a group called
Take Back Power smeared ap-
ple crumble and poured yel-
low custard — two staples on
British dessert menus — on
the case containing the Impe-
rial State Crown worn by King

Charles III as he left his coro-
nation ceremony in 2023 and
during his speech to open Par-
liament in 2024.

The hefty crown, containing
2,868 diamonds, 17 sapphires,
11 emeralds, four rubies and
269 pearls, was crafted for the
coronation of Charles’ grand-
father, George VI, in 1937. 

Police said the protesters
were arrested on suspicion of
criminal damage. 

But the invaluable jewels
that are a major tourist draw
were unharmed, Historic Roy-

al Palaces said.
The civil disobedience group

that advocates for a perma-
nent citizens’ assembly and
wants to tax extreme wealth
said two of its members had
thrown the food and two oth-
ers were also arrested and tak-
en into “custard-y.” 

The stunt is one of many
that has targeted prized trea-
sures and artworks to draw at-
tention to a political cause.
Petroleum protesters were im-
prisoned last year for tossing a
can of tomato soup on glass

protecting Van Gogh’s “Sun-
flowers” at London’s National
Gallery.

Video of the act at the Tow-
er of London, once a royal pal-
ace also known as the prison
where Anne Boleyn, Thomas
More and others were execut-
ed, showed two protesters at-
tacking the case as other vis-
itors stepped back in shock. 

After an employee inter-
vened and radioed for help,
the two demonstrators unfur-
led a sign saying, “Democracy
has crumbled. Tax the rich.” 

4 arrested for splattering food on Crown Jewels case
Associated Press 
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Man who had clown mask
and chain saw convicted 

NY ALBANY — A man
who wore a clown

mask and brandished a chain
saw during a frightful episode in
an upstate New York neighbor-
hood was convicted Wednesday
of two felony charges.

A jury in Albany County
Court found the 35-year-old
man guilty of first-degree me-
nacing and third-degree crimi-
nal possession of a weapon in
connection with the May 1 inci-
dent in Cohoes.

Lee Kindlon, the county’s dis-
trict attorney, said the man was
seen on surveillance video foot-
age walking in the neighbor-
hood wearing the clown mask
and a football jersey and carry-
ing a red chain saw in the mid-
afternoon.

A resident confronted the
masked man, who pulled a
sheath off the chain saw and
raised it in a threatening man-
ner, Kindlon said. During a
fight, the resident subdued the
man until police arrived, the
prosecutor said. 

Ex-officer admits taking
nude photos from phones

MO ST. LOUIS — A
former suburban

St. Louis police officer admitted
that over several months last
year, he pulled over 20 women’s
vehicles and searched their
phones for nude photos and vid-
eos.

In a deal with federal prose-
cutors entered Tuesday, former
Florissant Officer Julian Alcala,
30, pleaded guilty to 20 counts of
willfully depriving someone of
their right to be free from un-
reasonable search and seizure. 

According to the plea deal, Al-

cala pulled over a woman in
February 2024 and took her
cellphone to his vehicle, saying
he needed to confirm her insur-
ance information. Instead he
found a video of the woman en-
gaged in sexual activity on her
phone and texted it to his own
phone. He also found a nude
photo of the woman and used his
phone to take a picture of it.

Over the next three months,
he took 19 other women’s
phones back to his vehicle dur-
ing traffic stops, the plea deal
states. He then looked for nude
images and took photos of ones
he found. He was caught after
the first victim looked in her de-
leted texts and learned that the
video of her engaged in sexual
activity had been sent to an un-
known number. She called the
FBI, which traced the number
to Alcala. 

Escaped monkey finds
new home at refuge

NJ TRENTON — A mon-
key who spent several

days on the lam after escaping
from a truck that crashed on a
rural Mississippi highway ear-
lier this year now has a perma-
nent home at a New Jersey wild-
life refuge.

Forrest, a rhesus macaque,
was among 21 monkeys being
transported for biomedical re-
search when the truck they
were in overturned Oct. 28 on
Interstate 59, just north of Hei-
delberg. Five monkeys were
killed as law officers searched
for them in the immediate after-
math of the crash. 

Forrest and two other mon-
keys eluded officers at the crash
site and eventually escaped.
The other two were later shot
and killed by civilians, while
Forrest spent about a week on

the run. He was captured by
workers from one of the compa-
nies that had been transporting
the truckload of monkeys, offi-
cials have said.

Police find decomposed
body following standoff 

CT STAMFORD — Con-
necticut police found

a decomposed body and numer-
ous explosives inside a home in
the aftermath of an hours-long
standoff with a man who had
barricaded himself and ex-
changed gunfire with law en-
forcement officers.

Stamford police responded to
the house Tuesday after a state
marshal called 911 while trying
to evict the man under a court
order, authorities said. The man
opened fire at officers several
times during the day.

The 63-year-old man was
found dead later in the day of
what police believe was a self-
inflicted gunshot wound.

Officers who were clearing
the home afterward found a de-
composed body on the second
floor, as well as numerous ex-
plosives including pipe bombs,
grenades and Molotov cock-
tails, Police Chief Timothy
Shaw said in a statement.

Activist gets jail time over
purloined Perdue poultry

CA SANTA ROSA — A
California animal

welfare activist who took four
chickens from a major Perdue
Farms poultry plant was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail after be-
ing convicted of felony conspi-
racy, trespassing and other
charges.

Zoe Rosenberg, 23, did not de-
ny taking the animals from Pet-
aluma Poultry but argued she
was rescuing the birds from a

cruel situation. A jury found her
guilty in October.

Rosenberg was ordered to re-
port to the Sonoma County Jail
on Dec. 10. She will serve the 90
days, but 60 of those may in-
volve jail alternates, such as
house arrest, the county’s dis-
trict attorney’s office said.

The group named the birds —
Poppy, Ivy, Aster and Azalea —
and placed them in an animal
sanctuary.

Lifeguards rescue dog
swept out to sea

CA SAN DIEGO — A
pup that was swept

out to sea by a rip current must
be feeling doggone lucky after
her unlikely rescue off the San
Diego coast.

Sadie, a black Labrador re-
triever-mix, stole away from the
home where her owners were
staying last month, the San Die-
go Fire-Rescue Department
said. While her owners tracked
Sadie down the coast using an
Airtag on her collar, surfers in
Ocean Beach alerted lifeguards
that a dog had been swept into
the rip current near the jetty, of-
ficials said.

A Coast Guard boat and life-
guards searched the area, offi-
cials said. Lifeguards Garrett
Smerdon and Jack Alldredge
joined the search on personal
watercraft and spent more than
an hour looking. When they
were called off, Alldredge
thought he saw something.
They raced over and saw Sadie.

Sadie, who was about a half-
mile offshore near South Mis-
sion Beach when she was found,
was transferred to a surf boat
that brought her to shore, where
she was reunited with her own-
ers, officials said.

— From wire reports
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INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana
quarterback Fernando Mendo-
za made all the big plays Satur-
day night.

Then his Hoosiers teammates
and their fans celebrated like it
was 1967.

Mendoza’s neatly tucked 17-
yard pass to Elijah Sarratt gave
the No. 2 Hoosiers the lead they
needed, and the defense shut
down No. 1 Ohio State the rest of
the way in a 13-10 win for their
first Big Ten title in nearly half a
century while likely locking up
the No. 1 seed in the College
Football Playoff.

“We were never supposed to
be in this position, but now
we’re the flipping champs,”
Mendoza shouted on television
before he was selected the
game’s MVP. “We are brothers,
we know how to stick together
and we’re the toughest glue ev-
er.”

They did it in style — extend-
ing the best season in school
history to 13-0, snapping a 30-
game losing streak against the
Buckeyes that stretched to
1988, ending major college
football’s longest winning
streak at 16 and moving to the
precipice of earning the first

No. 1 ranking in school history.
Heck, Mendoza could be-

come the first Heisman Trophy
winner to play for Indiana, too.

And they sealed it with a re-
markable 33-yard pass from
Mendoza to Charlie Becker on
third down, a play that took the
clock down to the 2-minute ti-
meout.

“The Hoosiers are real and
we are here,” Becker said after
hauling in six passes for 126
yards.

Ohio State fell to 12-1 overall,
though its quest to win back-to-
back national championships
for the first time will likely be-

gin with the No. 2 seed and a
first-round bye.

The Buckeyes had a chance to
retake the lead on fourth-and-1
from the Hoosiers 5-yard line
late in the third quarter. But a
replay review overturned the
call on the field, determining
Julian Sayin came up short.
They also had a chance to tie the
score with 2:48 to play, but Jay-
den Fielding missed a 29-yard
field goal wide left.

“There’s going to be a lot of
hard conversations over the
next two weeks,” Ohio State
coach Ryan Day said. “It hurts,
it stings.”

Indiana tops Ohio State for Big Ten title
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Gunner Stockton and
Georgia finally put an end to Alabama’s mas-
tery of the rivalry between Southeastern
Conference powers.

Stockton threw three touchdown passes as
the third-ranked Bulldogs solidified their po-
sition for a first-round bye in the College Foot-
ball Playoff and beat No. 10 Alabama in the
SEC championship game for the first time,
pounding the Crimson Tide 28-7 on Saturday.

Stockton, who completed 20 of 26 passes
for 156 yards and rushed for 39 yards, was
named the game’s MVP. It was the first victo-
ry over Alabama for Georgia’s fourth-year
players, including Stockton.

“We approached it the same, like it was a
big game, and didn’t make it bigger than it
was,” Stockton said.

The Bulldogs (12-1, No. 3 CFP) had been 0-4
against the Tide in the SEC title game and 1-7
against Alabama under coach Kirby Smart.
Playing in its fifth straight league champion-
ship game, Georgia earned its fourth title un-
der Smart and 16th overall.

During a team meeting at the start of the
week, Bulldogs players who had a win over
the Crimson Tide were asked to stand up.

“None of them stood up,” Smart said.
Now Georgia can stand. It can also brag

about winning back-to-back SEC champion-
ships.

“I thought it hit right between the eyes of
doing it for the seniors,” Smart said.

The lopsided loss forced Alabama (10-3,
No. 9 CFP) to worry about its standing with
the College Football Playoff selection com-

mittee. The Tide were believed to be in good
position when they moved up one spot in last
week’s CFP ranking, but the loss to the Bull-
dogs provides renewed cause for concern
that Alabama could miss the playoff for the
second consecutive season under coach Ka-
len DeBoer.

“We fell short today, but I’m proud of our
season,” DeBoer said. “Getting to the SEC
championship, getting to this great game,
there’s a lot to build off of.”

Big 12
No. 5 Texas Tech 34, No. 11 BYU 7:Once

again, Jacob Rodriguez and the Red Raiders
were asked questions about all the money in-
vested in their team this season.

Texas Tech has so far gotten quite a return
on those millions of dollars spent in the trans-
fer portal. It has its first Big 12 Conference ti-
tle and is going to the College Football Playoff
for the first time, almost certainly with a first-
round bye.

“If we are gonna buy a team, why not be the
best,” Rodriguez said after the Red Raiders’
win over the Cougars in the Big 12 champion-
ship game Saturday.

“Man, I can’t wait to see where the CFP is
going to put us,” fourth-year Tech coach Joey
McGuire said. “We’re looking forward to the
bye. You know, we’re hoping and expecting
that’s where we’ll be.”

Rodriguez had 13 tackles and Ben Roberts
overcame an early injury scare with two in-
terceptions in the second half when the Red
Raiders (12-1, No. 4 CFP) forced four turn-
overs while holding BYU to a season-low 200

total yards. The two linebackers have both
played more than 40 games for a defense
transformed by additions in the transfer por-
tal.

ACC
Duke 27, No. 16 Virginia 20 (OT): The

Blue Devils have their first outright Atlantic
Coast Conference football championship
since 1962.

Now they want a little more.
Duke coach Manny Diaz wasted little time

Saturday night advocating for his team to
make the 12-team College Football Playoff af-
ter the Blue Devils beat the Cavaliers.

“The ACC champion should go to the Col-
lege Football Playoff this year and every
year,” Diaz said.

Duke threw the CFP selection process into
chaos when Darian Mensah connected with
Jeremiah Hasley for a 1-yard touchdown on a
fourth-down play in overtime and Luke Mer-
gott sealed the game with an interception.

But winning the first overtime game in
ACC championship history isn’t expected to
be enough to get the Blue Devils and their 8-5
record into the CFP. Duke’s victory opens the
door for a second Group of Five team — likely
James Madison — to make it.

Virginia (10-3), the ACC regular-season
champion, would have reached the CFP for
the first time in school history with a victory
but fell short when Chandler Morris was in-
tercepted by Mergott on the Cavaliers’ first
offensive play of OT.

Coach Tony Elliott described his team as
having “the heart of a champion.”

Georgia ends drought against Alabama for SEC crown
Associated Press 
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WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —
Milan Momcilovic scored 20
points and Iowa State sank 11 3-
pointers to propel the No. 10 Cy-
clones to a dominant 81-58 win
over No. 1 Purdue on Saturday.

Momcilovic, Killyan Toure
and Joshua Jefferson all hit
three 3-pointers. Toure scored
13, Blake Buchanan 12, and Jef-
ferson 11 for Iowa State (9-0).
The Cyclones shot 59% in the
second half.

The 23-point margin tied the
record for the largest home loss
by a No. 1 team, the NCAA said,
matching No. 15 Villanova’s 96-
73 win over No. 1 UConn on Feb.
18, 1995. It also tied for the eighth-
largest loss overall by a No. 1.

Leading 35-31 at halftime, Io-
wa State used an 11-0 run to take
a 48-33 lead with 17:17 left. Ta-
min Lipsey, Momcilovic and
Toure sank three consecutive 3-
pointers to finish the spurt.

No. 3 Michigan 101, Rutgers
60:Morez Johnson Jr. scored 22
points on 9-of-11 shooting, and
the host Wolverines won their
fifth consecutive game by 25 or
more points, beating the Scarlet
Knights.

Michigan scored more than
100 points for the third consecu-
tive game, a feat last accom-
plished during its 1989 national
championship season.

No. 4 Duke 66, No. 7 Michi-
gan St. 60: Cameron Boozer
scored 18 points, including 16 in
the second half, and Caleb Fos-
ter added 12 points to help the
visiting Blue Devils hold on for a
victory over the Spartans in a
game that had the intensity of an
NCAA Regional Final.

Boozer, who entered averag-
ing nearly 27 points a game, also
had 15 rebounds for Duke (10-0).
The Blue Devils’ start is their
best open to a season since win-
ning the first 11 games in 2017-18.

No. 6 Louisville 87, No. 22 In-
diana 78: Ryan Conwell had 21
points and the visiting Cardinals
turned a fast start into a victory
over the Hoosiers.

Conwell made a triumphant
return to his hometown, where
he starred at Pike High School.
The senior point guard made
three 3-pointers and went 10 for
11 at the free-throw line. The Xa-
vier transfer is averaging a
team-high 19.5 points per game.

No. 8 Houston 82, Florida

State 67: Emanuel Sharp
scored 27 points, Kingston
Flemings added 21 and the host
Cougars beat the Seminoles.

Flemings and Sharp each
scored 13 points in the first half
and were a combined 10 of 15
from the floor as Houston (8-1)
held a 41-33 halftime lead.

No. 14 Illinois 75, No. 13 Ten-
nessee 62: Tomislav Ivisic and
Keaton Wagler each scored 16
points and the visiting Fighting
Illini beat the Volunteers in the
second part of the Music City
Madness.

Illinois (7-2) came in rested af-
ter an eight-day break with this
its last of four Top 15 opponents
over a seven-game stretch. The
Illini snapped a five-game skid
on neutral courts against ranked
opponents and also gave coach
Brad Underwood his first win in
three tries against Tennessee.

No. 23 St. John’s 63, Missis-
sippi 58: Zuby Ejiofor had a ca-
reer-high eight blocks along
with 15 points and nine re-
bounds, anchoring a strong de-
fensive performance that car-
ried the host Red Storm past the
Rebels at Madison Square Gar-
den.

Ejiofor scored all but two of his
points in the second half, and St.
John’s (5-3) held on after leading
by 14 with eight minutes remain-
ing. He blocked six shots in the
first half to go with three steals.

Washington 84, No. 24
Southern Cal 76:Hannes Stein-
bach had 24 points and tied his
career high with 16 rebounds,
and the visiting Huskies rallied
from an 18-point, first-half defi-
cit to beat the Trojans, snapping
an 11-game skid to Southern Cal-
ifornia with their first win in Los
Angeles since 2017.

Desmond Claude added 22
points and Wesley Yates III had
16 for Washington (6-3, 1-1 Big
Ten).

No. 25 Arkansas 82, Fresno
State 58: Darius Acuff Jr.
scored 18 points to lead the host
Razorbacks to a win over the
Bulldogs at Simmons Bank Are-
na.

Arkansas (7-2) blew open the
game with a 22-6 run to open the
second half and led by as many
as 32 points. It outscored Fresno
State 26-11 in transition and went
11 for 30 (36.7%) from 3-point
range compared to Fresno
State’s 4 for 26 (15.4%).

No. 10 Iowa State blows out No. 1 Purdue
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Jalen Johnson had his
second straight triple-double and fourth of
the season, finishing with 30 points, 12 re-
bounds and 12 assists in the Atlanta Hawks’
131-116 victory over the Washington Wi-
zards on Saturday night.

Onyeka Okongwu added 21 points for the
Hawks. They snapped a three-game losing
streak and avenged a 132-113 loss in Wash-
ington on Nov. 25.

Johnson is averaging 23.8 points, 10.5 re-
bounds and 7.8 assists, all significant im-
provements from a 2024-25 campaign that
was easily his best.

CJ McCollum scored 28 points for the
last-place Wizards, who lost their third in a
row and second straight at home following
two consecutive home wins. He hit seven 3s
as Washington stayed in the game on 17-
of-28 shooting beyond the arc.

Nets 119, Pelicans 101: Michael Porter
Jr. tied his season high with 35 points, Nic
Claxton had his second triple-double and
host Brooklyn beat New Orleans.

Claxton finished with 14 points, 11 re-
bounds and 10 assists. He’s the first Nets
player with multiple triple-doubles in a sea-
son since James Harden (nine) and Kevin
Durant (four) in 2021-22, and the second
Brooklyn center with multiple career tri-
ple-doubles. Shawn Bradley had five from
1995-97.

Warriors 99, Cavaliers 94: Pat Spencer
scored a career-high 19 points in his first
NBA start and visiting Golden State shook
off an awful-shooting first quarter to defeat
Cleveland.

Gui Santos added 14 points, Buddy Hield
scored 13 in his first start of the season and
Quinton Post had 12. The short-handed
Warriors have won three of four, despite

missing Stephen Curry, Draymond Green,
Jimmy Butler and Al Horford.

Pistons 124, Bucks 112: Cade Cunning-
ham had 23 points and 12 assists and Detroit
beat Milwaukee to end the Bucks’ 15-game
winning streak in Detroit.

Kings 127, Heat 111: Zach LaVine had
season highs of eight 3-pointers and 42
points, and visiting Sacramento got its first
double-digit win of the season by topping
Miami.

Timberwolves 109, Clippers 106: Naz
Reid made a go-ahead 3-pointer with 13 sec-
onds remaining, Jaden McDaniels scored
27 points and host Minnesota beat Los An-
geles.

Mavericks 122, Rockets 109: Anthony
Davis scored 29 points and host Dallas beat
Houston to finish a back-to-back coming off
a blowout loss at defending champion Okla-
homa City.

Johnson’s triple-double leads Hawks over Wizards
Associated Press
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NEW YORK — Nathan MacK-
innon scored 2:46 into overtime
for his second goal of the game,
helping the Colorado Avalanche
top Artemi Panarin and the New
York Rangers 3-2 on Saturday.

MacKinnon finished Colora-
do’s third win in four games
when he beat Igor Shesterkin for
his NHL-best 24th goal. He also
batted the puck past Shesterkin
at 15:26 of the third, lifting the
Avalanche to a 2-1 lead.

MacKinnon has 10 goals and
five assists in his last nine games.

Parker Kelly also scored for
Colorado, and Martin Necas had
three assists. The NHL-leading
Avalanche bounced back nicely
after losing 6-3 at the New York
Islanders on Thursday night.

Panarin and Conor Sheary
scored for the Rangers. Shester-
kin made 39 saves.

Panthers 7, Blue Jackets 6
(OT):Sam Bennett scored 4:56 in-
to overtime, lifting Florida to a
wild home victory over Colum-
bus.

Bennett and Brad Marchand
each had a goal and three assists
for Florida, which trailed 4-1 mid-
way through the second period.
Carter Verhaeghe had two goals
and an assist, and defenseman

Seth Jones had a goal and an as-
sist.

Bruins 4, Devils 1: Morgan
Geekie scored his 22nd goal, Jer-
emy Swayman made 29 saves
and host Boston beat New Jersey,
sending the Devils to their sea-
son-high fifth straight loss.

Elias Lindholm set up Geekie’s
score early in the second period.
Geekie has the second-most
goals in the league, trailing Col-
orado’s Nathan MacKinnon by
two.

Islanders 2, Lightning 0: Ilya
Sorokin stopped all 32 shots he
faced for his third shutout of the
season, tying the Islanders’ fran-
chise record for career shutouts,
and host New York beat Tampa
Bay.

Jonas Johansson finished with
17 saves for Tampa Bay, which
lost its third consecutive game. 

Hurricanes 6, Predators 3:
Jackson Blake had two goals and
an assist to help host Carolina
beat Nashville.

Michael Bunting, Matthew
Wood and Filip Forsberg scored
for the Predators, who were
thwarted in securing their first
three-game winning streak of the
season. 

Flames 2, Mammoth 0: Dus-
tin Wolf stopped 28 shots for his

fifth career shutout and host Cal-
gary beat Utah.

Yegor Sharangovich and Con-
nor Zary scored for Calgary in its
sixth win in nine games (6-2-1).

Vitek Vanecek had 21 saves
while taking his sixth straight
loss (0-5-1). Utah, which came in
with two straight wins, finished 2-
4-0 on a six-game road trip. 

Canadiens 2, Maple Leafs 1
(SO):Cole Caufield scored in reg-
ulation and the shootout, Alex-
andre Texier had the winner in
the tiebreaker and visiting Mon-
treal beat Toronto.

Jakub Dobes made 22 saves to
help Montreal improve to 15-9-3.

Scott Laughton scored for To-
ronto, and Dennis Hildeby
stopped 33 shots. The Maple
Leafs dropped to 13-11-4. They
had won three in a row.

Kings 6, Blackhawks 0:
Brandt Clarke scored twice to
help Los Angeles break out of an
offensive funk, Darcy Kuemper
made 23 saves and host Los An-
geles beat Chicago to split a two-
game set.

Warren Foegele, Andrei Kuz-
menko, Mikey Anderson and
Alex Turcotte also scored after
the Kings had been held to two
goals or fewer in seven of their
past nine games. 

Spencer Knight made 26 saves
for the Blackhawks. 

Blues 2, Senators 1:Joel Hof-
er made 41 saves, Jake Neigh-
bours scored twice and visiting
St. Louis beat Ottawa.

Fabian Zetterlund scored, and
Linus Ullmark made 18 saves for
Ottawa. The Senators have lost
four of five games.

Oilers 6, Jets 2:Leon Draisaitl
and Evan Bouchard each had a
goal and an assist and host Ed-
monton raced past Winnipeg.

Edmonton has won three of
four to improve to 13-11-5.

Winnipeg has lost seven of nine
to fall to 14-13-1.

Canucks 4, Wild 2: Aatu Raty
had two goals and an assist, and
host Vancouver beat Minnesota
to snap a four-game skid.

Tom Willander and defense-
man Elias Pettersson also scored
for the Canucks, and Nikita Tolo-
pilo stopped 27 shots.

Red Wings 4, Kraken 3: Pa-
trick Kane scored the tiebreaking
goal with 2:29 remaining in the
third period and visiting Detroit
beat Seattle.

Brandon Montour, Adam
Larsson and Chandler Stephen-
son scored for the Kraken, who
have lost five straight (0-4-1).
Joey Daccord stopped 21 shots. 

MacKinnon’s OT goal lifts Avalanche 
Associated Press 

ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates — McLaren driver
Lando Norris clinched his first
Formula 1 title at the season-
ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
on Sunday.

Red Bull driver and defending
champion Max Verstappen won
the race with Norris placing
third behind his McLaren team-
mate Oscar Piastri in second,
which allowed Norris to finish
two points ahead of Verstappen
in the season-long standings.

Piastri was also in contention
for his first F1 title and finished
third in the standings, 13 points

behind Norris.
The 26-year-old Norris be-

came the first British champion
since Lewis Hamilton in 2020,
and he also denied Verstappen a
fifth straight title.

Norris entered the three-way
battle 12 points ahead of Ver-
stappen and 16 ahead of Piastri.

Verstappen started from pole
position for Red Bull with Norris
on the front row beside him and
Piastri third on the grid. Ver-
stappen needed Norris to be
fourth or lower and Norris had to
finish outside the top five if Pias-
tri won.

Verstappen’s astounding late-

season charge came close to un-
seating both McLaren drivers
after they had shared the lead
throughout the season and then
were undone by driver and
team-strategy errors.

But even Verstappen’s sea-
son-leading eighth win and 71st
of his career could not stop Nor-
ris, who kept his composure
Sunday having been under se-
vere pressure in recent weeks.

The McLaren motorhome
erupted with joy and CEO Zak
Brown congratulated Norris on
the team radio in his usual jovial
manner.

“Lando, this is Zak from

McLaren. Is this the world
champion hotline? You did it!
You did it! Awesome,” Brown
said.

Norris didn’t know whether to
laugh or cry. He did both.

“Oh my God, thanks so much.
I love you guys. Thanks for ev-
erything,” Norris said and then
broke down in tears.

After crossing the line, Norris
stayed in his car for a few mo-
ments, visibly emotional. His
parents were on the side of the
track and he went over to hug
them before celebrating with his
McLaren engineers and me-
chanics.

Verstappen wins race, but Norris wins his 1st F1 title
Associated Press


	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_01_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_02_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_03_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_04_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_05_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_06_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_07_071225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_08_071225

