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Admiral: No order to kill all on boat

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Navy
admiral told lawmakers Thurs-
day that there was no “kill them
all” order from Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth as Congress
scrutinizes an attack that killed
two survivors of an initial strike
on an alleged drug boat in inter-
national waters near Venezue-
la.

Adm. Frank “Mitch” Bradley
“was very clear that he was giv-
en no such order, to give no
quarter or to kill them all. He
was given an order that, of
course, was written down in
great detail,” said Sen. Tom Cot-
ton, who heads the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, as he exited
a classified briefing.

Cotton defended the attack,
but a Democrat who also was
briefed said that while there
was no “Kill them all” order
from Hegseth, he was still deep-
ly concerned by video of the
second strike.

“What I saw in that room was
one of the most troubling things

T've seen in my time in public
service,” Connecticut Rep. Jim
Himes, the top Democrat on the
House Intelligence Committee,
told reporters. “You have two
individuals in clear distress
without any means of locomo-
tion, with a destroyed vessel
were Kkilled by the United
States.”

Bradley was joined at the
Capitol by Gen. Dan Caine,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, for sessions that came at a
potentially crucial moment in
the unfolding congressional in-
vestigation into how Hegseth
handled the military operation
in international waters near Ve-
nezuela. There are mounting
questions over whether the
strike may have violated the
law.

Lawmakers want a full ac-
counting of the strikes, after a
Washington Post report about
the Sept. 2 attack on two survi-
vors stated it was to comply with
Hegseth’s directive to “kill ev-
erybody.” Legal experts say the

attack amounts to a crime if the
survivors were targeted, and
lawmakers on both sides of the
aisle are demanding accounta-
bility.

Among those briefed were
the leaders of the House and
Senate Armed Services com-
mittees and the Intelligence
Committee in each chamber.
Most of the lawmakers in the
briefings declined to comment
as they exited.

Congress is seeking answers
to questions such as what orders
Hegseth gave regarding the op-
erations and what the reasoning
was for the second strike.

Democrats are also demand-
ing that the Trump administra-
tion release the full video of the
Sept. 2 attack, as well as written
records of the orders and any di-
rectives from Hegseth. While
Republicans, who control the
national security committees,
have not publicly called for
those documents, they have
pledged a thorough review.

“The investigation is going to

be done by the numbers,” said
Sen. Roger Wicker of Mississip-
pi, who leads the Senate Armed
Services Committee. “We’ll
find out the ground truth.”

President Donald Trump has
stood behind Hegseth as he de-
fends his handling of the attack,
but pressure is mounting on the
defense secretary.

Hegseth has said the after-
math of an initial strike on the
boat was clouded in the “fog of
war.” He has also said he
“didn’t stick around” for the
second strike, but that Bradley
“made the right call” and “had
complete authority” to do it.

Also on Thursday, the De-
fense Department’s inspector
general released a partially re-
dacted report into Hegseth’s
use of the Signal messaging app
in March to share sensitive in-
formation about a military
strike against Yemen’s Houthi
militants. The report found that
Hegseth endangered service
members by doing that on his
personal phone.

Survey: Larger military, NATO backed by Americans

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes
STUTTGART, Germany —
U.S. support for NATO, Uk-
raine and a larger American
military is on the rise, accord-
ing to a new survey that also
found strong public backing
for bombing suspected drug
traffickers in the Caribbean.
The Ronald Reagan Institute
on Thursday released its an-
nual survey on security issues,
which also showed growing bi-
partisan support for the United
States playing a central role on
the international stage.

A record 64% of Americans
want the United States to take
the lead in international af-
fairs, including 79% of self-de-
scribed MAGA Republicans
and 57% of Democrats, accord-
ing to the survey’s findings.

A large majority of those
polled said American influence
should be backed by hard pow-
er, with 87% saying it was im-
portant for the United States to
have the most powerful mil-
itary in the world.

“Across demographics and
party lines, the American peo-
ple want the U.S. military to

remain the most powerful
fighting force in the world,”
the institute said in a state-
ment.

But while there was broad
bipartisan support for a strong
U.S. military and correspond-
ing favorability for long-stand-
ing alliances such as NATO,
there was a sharp partisan di-
vide on social issues and other
hot button topics related to the
military.

For example, S9% of those
polled disapproved of renam-
ing the Defense Department
the Department of War.

But the partisan division was
severe, with S8% of Republi-
cans supporting the name
change compared to only 17%
of Democrats.

NATO favorability reached
its highest level, with 68% of
those polled supporting the se-
curity bloc.

The upswing was largely
thanks to an increase in Re-
publican support for the orga-
nization, which jumped from
S0% in June to 60% when the
poll was taken between Octo-
ber and November, according
to the survey’s findings.



PaGE 2

e STRIPES LITE °

Thursday, December 4, 2025

Report: Afghan effort doomed from start

By LARA KORTE
Stars and Stripes

The failed U.S. bid to rebuild
Afghanistan over two decades
cost $148 billion and nearly
2,500 American lives, according
to the final report from the
agency tasked with oversight of
the gargantuan undertaking.

Incoherent strategy, corrup-
tion, waste and unrealistic ex-
pectations led to the deteriora-
tion of the U.S.-backed govern-
ment in Kabul and the ensuing
takeover by the Taliban amid
the Pentagon’s military with-
drawal four years ago, as de-
tailed in the audit released
Wednesday by the Special In-
spector General for Afghanis-
tan Reconstruction.

“The rapid collapse of the Af-
ghan government in August
2021 laid bare the fragility that
had been concealed by years of
confident assertions of pro-
gress,” the agency, known as SI-
GAR, wrote in its report. “The
gap between ambition and real-
ity was vast.”

In the end, the entire endea-
vor cost far more than the U.S.
spent on the Marshall Plan, the
strategy to reconstruct western
European economies after
World War II, the agency said.

The audit released this week
is the first summary of the total-
ity of SIGAR’s work overseeing
U.S. reconstruction in Afghan-
istan during a war that lasted
from 2001 to 2021. It’s also the fi-
nal report before the agency
permanently shuts down next
month.

SIGAR identified a number of
“fundamental flaws” in the
United States’ mission, includ-
ing continuous failures to devel-
op a coherent strategy for what
it hoped to achieve, unrealistic
timelines that prioritized rapid
spending and led to increased
corruption, and a failure to tai-
lor its efforts to Afghanistan’s
complex social, economic and
political dynamics.

Although the U.S. initially en-
tered Afghanistan with a simple
security mission, it quickly ex-

panded into a broader nation-
building effort that may have
been doomed from the start, the
audit says.

Unlike the post-World War I1
reconstruction efforts in Eu-
rope and Japan, where the U.S.
sought to rebuild countries with
modern economies, industry
and infrastructure, Americans
in Afghanistan were attempting
to create systems and institu-
tions that the nation had never
possessed.

Furthermore, the report said,
Americans failed to appreciate
how an ongoing war could ham-
per those reconstruction ef-
forts.

The seeds of failure had been
sown long before the U.S. with-
drawal, according to senior offi-
cials and others interviewed for
the report.

“Many (interviewees) con-
cluded that success, when mea-
sured against the U.S.’s ambi-
tious goals, may have never
been achievable, regardless of
strategies adopted or resources

invested,” auditors wrote.

From 2002 to 2025, funding
for security initiatives, at $88.8
billion, made up the largest por-
tion of appropriated funds sent
to Afghanistan, followed by
$35.9 billion for governance and
development, $16.3 billion for
agency operations, and $7.1 bil-
lion for humanitarian aid.

The counternarcotics pro-
gram the U.S. instituted in Af-
ghanistan was one of the largest
sources of waste, costing $7.3
billion, a 2018 report by the
agency said.

Despite the billions spent by
the U.S. to stem the drug mar-
ket, Afghanistan at the time was
still the world’s largest opium
supplier, the earlier SIGAR re-
port said.

The U.S. also wasted $4.7 bil-
lion on ineffective programs to
build and reform government
institutions in Afghanistan,
which were meant to help locals
peaceably manage conflict and
prevent a resurgence of vio-
lence, according to SIGAR.

Confident of war success, Putin refuses

The Washington Post

Five hours of talks in Moscow
between the U.S. delegation
and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin over a U.S. plan to re-
solve the war in Ukraine ended
without a “compromise option,”
the Kremlin said Wednesday,
adding that its military victo-
ries had swayed the Americans.

Even without a comprehen-
sive briefing on what tran-
spired during the lengthy talks
Tuesday, it did not appear as if
the swift end to the conflict de-
sired by President Donald
Trump is near.

Ukrainian and European offi-
cials expressed doubt on
Wednesday about Putin’s inter-
est in ending the war diplomat-
ically.

“So far no compromise option
has been found, but some
American proposals appear
more or less acceptable,” said
Putin’s top foreign policy aide,
Yuri Ushakov, who attended
the meeting and spoke to Rus-
sian media right afterward.
“The president did not hide our
critical or negative view of cer-
tain proposals.”

Later Wednesday, Ushakov
said the Russian “successes on
the front in recent weeks have
had a positive impact on the
course and nature” of talks and
forced the United States and
the West at large to make
“more adequate assessments of
the situation in Ukraine.”

His remark echoes Putin’s
constant assertions that any

deal must be based on “realities
on the ground” and that he is
not prepared to make conces-
sions because he believes his
army can succeed militarily.

The U.S. delegation for the
first time included Trump’s
son-in-law Jared Kushner join-
ing the president’s special en-
voy, Steve Witkoff.

As they were headed to Mos-
cow on Monday, Putin and his
top brass announced the cap-
ture of Pokrovsk, a key logistics
hub in the Donetsk region of
eastern Ukraine, which could
pave the way for Russian forces
to capture the two remaining
key cities in the area still under
Ukrainian control.

The Ukrainian military has
said fierce fighting is still un-

compromise

derway. A senior NATO official
said that although Russian forc-
es “currently control over 95%
of the city,” a collapse of wider
Ukrainian defensive lines is not
expected.

NATO officials have previ-
ously assessed that it would
take Russia at least three to
four years to fully capture Do-
netsk. One of Moscow’s de-
mands for a ceasefire is for Uk-
raine to relinquish the remain-
ing 20% of the region it still
holds.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha said Wednesday
that Witkoff had contact with
the Ukrainian side after the
talks with Putin and that a visit
to the U.S. is being worked out
for further discussions.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Trump plan weakens vehicle mileage rules

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump on Wednesday
announced a proposal to weaken
vehicle mileage rules for the au-
to industry, loosening regulato-
ry pressure on automakers to
control pollution from gasoline-
powered cars and trucks.

The plan, if finalized next
year, would significantly reduce
fuel economy requirements,
which set rules on how far new
vehicles need to travel on a gal-
lon of gasoline, through the 2031
model year. The administration
and automakers say the rules
will increase Americans’ access
to the full range of gasoline veh-
icles they need and can afford.

TheNational Highway Traffic
Safety Administration projects
thatthe new standards would set
the industry fleetwide average
for light-duty vehicles at rough-

ly 34.S miles per gallon in the
2031 model year, down from a
projected 50.4 miles per gallon
in2031underthe Biden-erarule.

The move is the latest action
by the Trump administration to
reverse Biden-era policies that
encouraged cleaner-running
cars and trucks, including elec-
tric vehicles, and it sparked crit-
icism from environmental
groups. Burning gasoline for
vehiclesisamajorcontributorto
planet-warming  greenhouse
gas emissions.

“From day one I’ve been tak-
ing action to make buying a car
more affordable.” Trump said at
aWhite House event thatinclud-
ed top executives from two of the
largest U.S. automakers.

The rule reverses a Biden-era
policy that “forced automakers
to build cars using expensive
technologies that drove up costs,

drove up prices and made the
car much worse,” Trump said.

The action is expected to save
consumers about $1,000 off the
price of a new car, Trump said.
New cars sold for an average of
$49,766 on average in October,
according to Kelley Blue Book.

Automakers applauded the
planned changes, which came
amid industry complaints that
the Biden-era rules were diffi-
cult to meet.

Ford CEO Jim Farley said the
planned rollback was “a win for
customers and common sense.”

Stellantis CEO Antonio Filosa
said the automaker appreciates
the administration’s actions to
“realign” the mileage standards
“with real world market condi-
tions.”

Since taking office in January,
Trump has relaxed auto tailpipe
emissions rules, repealed fines

for automakers that do not meet
federal mileage standards and
terminated consumer credits of
up to $7,500 for EV purchases.

Environmentalists  decried
the rollback.

“In one stroke Trump is wors-
ening three of our nation’s most
vexing problems: the thirst for
oil, high gas pump costs and
global warming,” said Dan
Becker, director of the Safe Cli-
mate Transport Campaign for
the Center for Biological Diver-
sity.

“This rollback would move
the auto industry backwards,
keeping polluting cars on our
roads for years to come and
threatening the health of mil-
lions of Americans, particularly
children and the elderly,” said
Katherine Garcia, director of
the Sierra Club’s Clean Trans-
portation for All program.

Filings for jobless benefits
fall to lowest since 2022

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. appli-
cations for unemployment bene-
fits fell to their lowest level in
more than three years last week,
potentially complicating the Fed-
eral Reserve’s upcoming deci-
sion on interest rates.

The number of Americans ap-
plying for jobless benefits for the
week ending Nov. 29 fell to
191,000 from the previous week’s
218,000, the Labor Department
reported Thursday. That’s the
lowest level since Sept. 24, 2022,
when claims came in at 189,000.
Analysts surveyed by the data
provider FactSet had forecast ini-
tial claims of 221,000.

Applications for unemploy-
mentaid are viewed as a proxy for
layoffs and are close toareal-time
indicator of the health of the job
market. The job cuts announced
recently by large companies such
as UPS, General Motors, Amazon
and Verizon typically take weeks
or months to fully implement and

may not be reflected in Thurs-
day’s data.

For now, the U.S. job market
appears stuck in a “low-hire,
low-fire” state that has kept the
unemployment rate historically
low, but has left those out of work
struggling to find a new job.

On Wednesday, private payroll
data firm ADP estimated U.S. job
losses of 32,000in November. The
surprisingly weak report may be
discouraging for people looking
for jobs, but it bolstered expecta-
tions that the Fed will cut its main
interest rate next week. It’s not
clear how much weight this
week’s layoff figures will carry
with the Fed as the numbers can
be volatile and prone to revisions.

Complicating the Fed’supcom-
ing decision is inflation, which re-
mains above the central bank’s
2% target. The Fed’s preferred
measure of inflation will be re-
leased in a government report on
Friday and will also be factored
into its rate call.

F'BI arrests Virginia man
in 2021 DC pipe bomb case

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The FBI
made an arrest on Thursday in its
nearly S-year-old investigation
into who placed pipe bombs in
Washington on the eve of the Jan.
6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol.
The Virginia man was charged
with an explosives offense, prose-
cutors said.

The arrest marks the first time
investigators have settled on a
suspect in an act that had long
vexed law enforcement, spawned
a multitude of conspiracy theo-
ries and remained an enduring
mystery in the shadow of the dark
chapter of American history that
is the violent Capitol siege.

The suspect in custody has
been identified as Brian Cole Jr.,
according to Attorney General
Pam Bondi. He has been charged
with the use of an explosive de-
vice and more charges are possi-
ble as part of the ongoing investi-
gation.

“Let me be clear: There was no

new tip, there was no new wit-
ness. Just good diligent police
work and prosecutorial work,”
Bondi said.

The pipe bombs were placed on
the evening of Jan. S, 2021, near
the offices of the Democratic and
Republican national committees
in the District of Columbia. No-
body was hurt before the bombs
were rendered safe, but the FBI
has said both devices could have
been lethal.

Intheyearssince,investigators
have sought the public’s help in
identifying a shadowy subject
seenonsurveillance cameraeven
asthey struggled todetermine an-
swers to basic questions, includ-
ing the person’s gender and mo-
tive and whether the act had a
clear connection to the riot at the
Capitol a day later when suppor-
ters of President Donald Trump
stormed the building in a bid to
halt the certification of the Repu-
blican’s 2020 election loss to
Democrat Joe Biden.
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Pact counters Russian undersea threat

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

NATO allies the United
Kingdom and Norway will
work together with the aim of
countering Russian undersea
activity in the north Atlantic
Ocean, the result of a bilateral
defense pact signed Thursday.

Announced by the British
government, the agreement in-
cludes closer cooperation in
the GIUK gap, a strategic mar-
itime chokepoint long viewed
by U.S. military officials as es-
sential to trans-Atlantic secur-
ity.

The abbreviation stands for
Greenland, Iceland, United
Kingdom.

The GIUK gap provides a
primary route from Russia’s
Arctic-based Northern Fleet
into the Atlantic Ocean.

Monitoring activity there al-
lows allied forces to track sub-
marines as they move toward
major commercial shipping
lanes and military routes link-
ing North America and Eu-
rope.

“Inthisnew era of threat and
with increasing Russian activ-
ity in the North Atlantic, our
strength comes from hard
power and strong alliances,”
U.K. Defense Secretary John
Healey said in a statement.

The deal commits the two
countries to closer coordination
in hunting Russian submarines
and protecting critical under-
sea infrastructure, including
communications cables and
energy pipelines.

The efforts will involve joint
anti-submarine operations, ex-
panded surveillance and the
use of uncrewed systems.

Known as the Lunna House
Agreement, the pact follows a
30% increase in Russian ves-
sels “threatening U.K. waters”
alone over the past two years,
according to U.K. government
data.

“We are stepping up on Eu-
ropean security and delivering
on our NATO-first plan,” Hea-
ley said.

The deal builds on Norway’s
purchase of British-built Type
26 frigates, which are designed
for anti-submarine warfare
and will give the two countries
a combined fleet of at least 13
ships, according to Thursday’s
statement.

Under the agreement, the
U.K. and Norway also will lead
NATO’s adoption of autono-
mous systems in the High
North.

Additionally, Britain will

join a Norwegian program to
develop motherships for un-
crewed mine-hunting and un-
dersea warfare systems, adopt
advanced Norwegian naval
strike missiles and deepen col-
laboration on Sting Ray torpe-
does, according to the state-
ment.

The deal aligns with broader
NATO efforts to strengthen
anti-submarine warfare in the
north Atlantic,an area U.S. and
allied military officials have
identified as increasingly im-
portant amid renewed great-
power competition.

Last week, Iceland agreed to
expand a NATO fuel storage
facility near Keflavik Interna-
tional Airport, where U.S. forc-
es sometimes operate, to better
support allied ships conduct-
ing surveillance and oper-
ations in the north Atlantic.

Delta Air Lines says
shutdown cost it $200M

Associated Press

The longest government
shutdown on record cost Delta
Air Lines an estimated $200
million, CEO Ed Bastian said
Wednesday in the first disclo-
sure by a U.S. airline regarding
the shutdown’s financial im-

pact.
Bastian told investors that re-
funds “grew significantly”

while bookings slowed amid the
uncertainty in air travel caused
by the 43-day shutdown, con-
tributing to Delta’s loss of about
25 cents per share.

The shutdown, which began
Oct.1,led tolong delays at major
airports and historic flight can-
cellations at 40 of the country’s
busiest airports as more unpaid
air traffic controllers missed
work, citing additional stress
and the need to take on side jobs.
As the shutdown dragged into a
second month, the Federal
Aviation Administration issued
an emergency order requiring

commercial airlines to cancel
up to 6% of their domestic
flights — a decision that Trans-
portation Secretary Sean Duffy
described as necessary to guar-
antee safe air travel.

More than 10,000 flights were
cut between Nov. 7, when the
FAA’s order took effect, and
when the restrictions were fully
lifted on Nov. 16, less than two
weeks before Thanksgiving, the
busiest travel period in the U.S.

Despite the disruption to air
travel, Bastian said Wednesday
he believes the shutdown’s im-
pacts are in the rearview. He
said Delta had a busy Thanks-
giving week and that bookings
through the end of the year, es-
pecially around Christmas and
New Year’s Day, were “really
strong.”

Controllers were among the
federal employees who had to
continue working without pay
throughout the shutdown, mis-
sing two full paychecks.

Police: Man swallowed
Bond-inspired pendant

Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land — Police in New Zealand
are waiting for nature to take
its course after a man alleged-
ly tried to smuggle a 33,000
New Zealand dollar ($19,000)
pendant out of a jewelry store
by swallowing it.

The 32-year-old man, who
has not been publicly named,
is accused of eating an ornate
Fabergé octopus pendant at
Partridge Jewelers in Auck-
land on Nov. 28.

Evidence of the alleged theft
has yet to emerge, police said
Wednesday.

“At the time of his arrest he
underwent a medical assess-
ment, and an officer is as-
signed to constantly monitor
the man,” Inspector Grae An-
derson said in a statement. “At
this stage the pendant has not
been recovered.”

The man was arrested in-

side the store minutes after
the alleged theft. He appeared
in the Auckland District Court
on Nov. 29, where he did not
enter a plea on a charge of
theft.

The alleged loot was a limit-
ed-edition, Fabergé egg pen-
dant inspired by the 1983
James Bond film “Octopussy.”
Central to the film’s plotis aje-
wel-smuggling operation that
involves a fake Fabergé egg.

The store’s website says the
egg, only S0 of which have
been made, is crafted from
gold, painted with green ena-
mel and encrusted with 183
diamonds and two sapphires.
The pendant is 3.3 inches tall
and is mounted on a stand.

“The egg opens to reveal an
18ct yellow gold octopus nes-
tled inside, adorned with
white diamond suckers and
black diamond eyes,” an item
description said.
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Law means some could be
banned from Strip for year

LAS VEGAS — Ne-

vada Gov. Joe Lom-
bardo signed his sweeping
crime package into law over the
weekend that will help revive a
unique court program that
barred offenders of some
crimes from the Las Vegas Strip
and will stiffen penalties for
smash-and-grab robberies,
DUIs, and assault and battery
against hospitality workers.

Known as the Safe Streets and
Neighborhoods Act, the law
paves the way for the reinstitu-
tion of the controversial Resort
Corridor Court to penalize
crimes such as petty theft, as-
sault, drug offenses and loiter-
ing originating on the Las Vegas
Strip and coinciding with orders
banning people from the tourist
area for a year.

Resort lobbyists and the
union representing hospitality
workers — both political power-
houses — teamed up to see the
Resort Corridor Court reo-
pened, arguing it will improve
safety and protect the visitor-
friendly reputation of the state’s
key tourist attraction amid a
slump in tourism.

Academics ban Summers
over his ties to Epstein

BOSTON — For-

mer U.S. Treasury

Secretary Larry Summers was
banned for life Tuesday from an
academic society in the latest
fallout over recently released
emails showing he maintained a
friendly relationship with Jef-
frey Epstein after the disgraced
financier pleaded guilty to solic-
iting prostitution from a minor.
The American Economic As-
sociation, a nonprofit scholarly

association dedicated to eco-
nomic research, said it had ac-
cepted Summers’ resignation
and banned him for life from
“attending, speaking at, or oth-
erwise participating” in its
events.

A spokesperson for Summers
declined to comment.

The Epstein emails include
messages in which Summers
appeared to be getting advice
from Epstein about pursuing a
romantic relationship with a
woman who viewed him as an
“economic mentor.”

Summers told Epstein he had
texted the woman, telling her he
“had something brief to say to
her.”

“Am I thanking her or being
sorry re my being married. I
think the former,” he wrote.

After the emails came out last
month, Summers went on leave
from teaching at Harvard Uni-
versity and from his position as
director of the Mossavar-Rah-
mani Center for Business and
Government at the Harvard
Kennedy School.

State again bans religious
exemptions for vaccines

wv CHARLESTON —

The West Virginia
Board of Education on Tuesday
reinstated a school vaccination
mandate after the state Su-
preme Court paused a lower
court’s ruling that allowed par-
ents to cite religious beliefs to
opt out of shots required for
their children to attend classes.

The Supreme Court earlier
Tuesday issued a stay in last
week’s ruling by Raleigh Coun-
ty Circuit Judge Michael Froble
in a class-action lawsuit. In issu-
ing an injunction, Froble said
children of families who object-
ed to the state’s compulsory

vaccination law on religious
grounds would be allowed to at-
tend school and participate in
extracurricular sports.

The Supreme Court halted
Froble’s ruling pending resolu-
tion of appeals in the case. In
light of that, the board said in a
statement that it “is reinstating
its directive to county boards of
education not to accept reli-
gious exemptions to compulso-
ry vaccination laws. This direc-
tive will be in effect until the Su-
preme Court issues further
guidance.”

The board had suspended the
vaccine mandate last week after
Froble’s ruling, which said that
a state policy barring parents
from seeking religious exemp-
tions violated the Equal Protec-
tion for Religion Act signed into
law in 2023 by then-Republican
Gov. Jim Justice.

Ex-deputy suspected of
killing son dies in chase

c A LODI — A former

California sheriff’s
deputy suspected of fatally stab-
bing his 1l-year-old son was
shot and Kkilled by law enforce-
ment officers on Tuesday after
he led them on a car chase along
Interstate S, authorities said.

Police in Elk Grove, near Sac-
ramento, responded around 8
a.m. to a call from a mother who
said she was concerned about
the safety of her two children af-
ter seeing home security foot-
age of their father assaulting
their 11-year-old son, officials
said.

Responding officers found
the boy with stab wounds, police
said. He later died at a hospital.
His 6-year-old sister was un-
harmed.

Their father had fled the
scene and was spotted driving

south on I-S, according to the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Office. A pursuit ended in a
crash near Lodi when the Cali-
fornia Highway Patrol de-
ployed a spike strip. After the
crash, the suspect was shot by
officers, officials said. He died
at a hospital.

The Elk Grove Police Depart-
ment confirmed to KCRA-TV
that the deceased suspect is 40-
year-old Marvin Morales, a for-
mer Sacramento County sher-
iff’s deputy. He had been fired
from the agency in February
2024 after being caught using il-
licit drugs, sheriff’s Sgt. Amar
Gandhi told reporters.

It wasn’t immediately known
if Morales fired at law enforce-
ment.

Trump says he will rebuild
airport that serves DC

D WASHINGTON —

President  Donald
Trump said Tuesday that his ad-
ministration will embark on a
reconstruction of Dulles Inter-
national Airport in northern
Virginia.

Dulles is one of the three
Washington-area airports and
its quality is a hotly-debated
topic among Washingtonians.

Trump, a former real estate
mogul, said the Dulles building
was “incorrectly designed.” He
nonetheless praised Eero Saari-
nen, the Finnish American ar-
chitect who designed the main
terminal at Dulles.

“We’re going to turn that
around and we’re going to make
Dulles airport — serving Wash-
ington and Virginia, Maryland,
etc. — we’re gonna make that
into something really spectacu-
lar. We have an amazing plan
for it.”

— From wire reports
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Big Ten (Bs battling for title, Heisman

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Ohio
State quarterback Julian Sayin
and Indiana quarterback Fer-
nando Mendoza each have one
prize in mind for their show-
down this weekend in Indiana-
polis: a Big Ten championship.

It’s another one — Heisman
Trophy winner — that will con-
sume most of next week’s de-
bate.

The two first-year starters at
their respective schools each
played their way into frontrun-
ner status by leading their teams
to unbeaten regular seasons,
posting outstanding numbers
and delivering when the stakes
havebeen highest. They get final
chances to pad those Heisman
resumes when the No. 1 Buck-
eyes and the No. 2 Hoosiers
square off in the Big Ten Cham-
pionship Game.

Sayin and Mendoza appear
tailor-made for the moment.

“With the spotlight, with the
pressure of it, comes a privi-

lege,” said Mendoza, a two-year
starter at California before ar-
riving in Bloomington.

Mendoza has been deferential
to his teammates and coaches all
season, routinely using his plat-
form to build up those who
helped him reach the precipice
of becoming the first Indiana
player to win college football’s
most prestigious award.

Sayin, meanwhile, has spent
most of this season trying to get
acclimated to being the starter
for the defending national
champs and more recently with
a revolving door of receivers
caused by injuries. He started
his career at Alabama and red-
shirted last season in Columbus.
He would be Ohio State’s first
Heisman winner since Troy
Smith in 2006.

Mendoza and Sayin find them-
selves as the feature attractions
in a rare, late-season head-to-
head matchup between the Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision’s last two
unbeaten teams.

The tale of the tape is every bit
as close as one might expect.

Sayin’s staggering 78.9% com-
pletion rate leads the nation, as
does his passing efficiency of
184.85. His 30 touchdown passes
rank second nationally. He’s
13th in passing yards with 3,065
andtied for15thin pointsrespon-
sible for with 180.

Mendoza leads the FBS with
32 TD passes, ranks second in
passing efficiency at 183.71 and
points responsible for at 228,
fifth in completion percentage
(72.0%) and 27th in yards pass-
ing with 2,758.

Both are 12-0 overall, 9-0 in
conference play and have five in-
terceptions. The biggest differ-
ence statistically — Mendoza
has averaged 13.07 yards per
throw, No. 24 nationally, while
Sayin ranks 62nd.

And while Sayin’s signature
moment came last week when he
snapped a four-game losing
streak torival Michigan, Mendo-
za delivered two of this season’s

biggest plays — beating an Iowa
blitz with a tiebreaking, 49-yard
TD pass to Elijjah Sarratt with
1:281eftin a 20-1S victory and the
incredible 7-yard TD pass to
Omar Cooper Jr.in the final min-
ute to beat Penn State 27-24.

After throwing a tying Pick-6
late at then-No. 3 Oregon, Men-
doza responded by taking the
Hoosiers on a 7S-yard scoring
march and throwing the go-
ahead TD passto Sarratt for a 30-
20 victory that cemented Indi-
ana’s spot in the national cham-
pionship conversation.

“The Oregon game, I think,
gave us a lot of credibility,” sec-
ond-year Hoosiers coach Curt
Cignetti said. “That was a step
we had totake as a program—go
on the road, play a top five team
and come back with a win. Ore-
gon’s a great team and Dan Lan-
ning is a great football coach and
so, I think, from that point on,
there has been a little bit more
acceptance of wherewe’reatasa
program.”

Alabama’s CFP fate hinges on SEC clash with Georgia

Associated Press

Alabama’s trip to the SEC championship
offers some reward and plenty of risk.

The Crimson Tide’s path to the playoff
narrowed before the calendar flipped to
September after a loss to Florida State in
Week 1. Months later, despite winning 10 of
their last 11 games and clinching the SEC
championship game, Alabama still isn’t a
sure thing for the College Football Playoff.

That could change this weekend. A win
against Georgia on Saturday would secure a
spot for for the Tide as one of the five high-
est-ranked conference winners. A loss
would put Alabama’s fate in the hands of the
CFP committee, which could dock it for a
third loss — even if it stemmed from a
championship game competitors didn’t
qualify for.

Saturday gives the Crimson Tide the
chance to take control of their own destiny,
and they have no interest in giving any out-
siders final say.

As far as second-year coach Kalen De-
Boer is concerned, his team’s future
shouldn’t be a topic of debate. Alabama is

10-2 this season. Its only loss aside from a
Week 1 blunder was a close one against a
ranked Oklahoma team in Week 12. That
was after knocking off six conference oppo-
nents, four of which were ranked.

“We’re in the championship game with a
7-1 record, won four conference games on
the road in the toughest conference,” De-
Boer said Monday. “I just think when you’re
really trying to have a playoff, you need
your best teams in there. There’s no doubt
in my mind that we are one of the best
teams. I don’t say that arrogantly. I just
really believe that’s what it is.”

It doesn’t help that the CFP committee is
subjective by nature, and the playoff race is
overcrowded. But no matter how the num-
bers are crunched, even with a loss, DeBoer
maintains that his squad has proved it be-
longs.

“There’s a ton of metrics I know people
look at: strength of record, FPI. We’re right
at the top,” he said. “Playing in your confe-
rence championship in the SEC shouldn’t
be something that we’re worried about as
far as what that would do to our playoff

hopes. We got here by earning it.”

Should Alabama lose Saturday, earning a
CFP bid would be historic. No three-loss
team has ever appeared in the playoff. The
Tide would have to compete for one of the
seven remaining spots. In the SEC alone,
Texas A&M, Mississippi, Oklahoma and
Vanderbilt would have stronger overall rec-
ords. In other words, Alabama’s back is
against the wall, but that’s not a new feeling
this season.

The Crimson Tide have had Georgia’s
number in recent years. Kirby Smart is 1-7
against his former team, and Alabama has
won the past three.

In September, the Tide snapped the Bull-
dogs’ 33-game win streak at home with a 24-
21 victory. That offers the locker room some
peace of mind ahead of the heavyweight
showdown.

“We’ve already beat this team before.
We’re going to go out there and make sure
we do the same thing,” Tim Keenan III said.
“We’re going to make sure we handle busi-
ness on our own end and not leave it up to
the committee to make decisions for us.”
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Murray, Jokic rally Nuggets past Pacers

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Jamal
Murray scored a season-high 52
points and Nikola Jokic fell just
short of another triple-double to
help the Denver Nuggets hold
off the short-handed Indiana
Pacers 135-120 on Wednesday
night.

Murray was 19 of 25 from the
field and even better from 3-
point range, 10 of 11, despite be-
ing listed as questionable be-
cause of a sprained right ankle
late in the afternoon. He fell
three points short of matching
his career high.

Jokic had 24 points, eight re-
bounds and 13 assists playing in
front of NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver. He came up two
rebounds short of starting De-
cember with back-to-back tri-
ple-doubles but he still holds the
league lead with 11 this season.

Bruce Brown, Tim Hardaway
Jr. and Peyton Watson all fin-
ished in double figures as the
Nuggets won for the third time
in five games.

Bucks 113, Pistons 109: Ke-
vin Porter Jr. scored 26 points,
Ryan Rollins added 22 and host
Milwaukee overcame the loss of
Giannis Antetokounmpo to an
injury three minutes into the
game to beat Detroit.

Antetokounmpo left with
what the Bucks said was a right
calf strain, not long after coach
Doc Rivers said before the game
there have been no talks be-
tween team officials and the
two-time MVP about a potential
exit from Milwaukee.

Clippers 115, Hawks 92:
James Harden had 27 points and
nine assists, and Los Angeles
ended a five-game losing streak
with a road win over Atlanta in
their first game after deciding to
move on without Chris Paul.

Kawhi Leonard had 21 points,
six rebounds and five assists. Iv-
ica Zubac contributed 14 points
and 17 rebounds for the Clip-
pers, who won for just the sixth
time this season.

Knicks 119, Hornets 104:
Karl-Anthony Towns had 35
points, 18 rebounds and five as-
sists, Jalen Brunson scored 26
points and host New York beat
Charlotte.

Mikal Bridges had 16 points,
Deuce McBride scored 15 and
Josh Hart had 1S points, eight
assists and eight rebounds. New
York (14-7) improved to 11-1 at
Madison Square Garden this
season.

Mavericks 118, Heat 108:
Cooper Flagg scored 22 points,
Anthony Davis had 17 points and

17 rebounds and Dallas extend-
ed its first winning streak of the
season to three games with a
home victory over Miami.

Undrafted rookie Ryan
Nembhard had 1S points and a
season-high 13 assists after scor-
ing a career-high 28 points in the
previous game, a 131-121 victory
over Denver.

Tyler Herro scored 20 points
but was shut out after halftime
in his fifth game of the season
coming off surgery to repair an
issue affecting his left ankle and
foot.

Nets 113, Bulls 103: Michael
Porter Jr. had 33 points and 10
rebounds and visiting Brooklyn
won consecutive games for the
first time this season, beating
depleted Chicago.

Noah Clowney scored 18 of his
20 points the second half to help
the Nets improve to S-16. Nic
Claxton had 14 points, nine as-
sists and eight rebounds.

The Bulls dropped to 9-12 with
their fifth loss in a row.

Rockets 121, Kings 85: Al-
peren Sengun had 28 points and
10 rebounds, Kevin Durant
scored 24 points and host Hous-
ton beat Sacramento.

Amen Thompson finished
with 20 points, 12 rebounds and
seven assists for the Rockets,

who bounced back from a loss to
Utah to avoid dropping consec-
utive games for the first time
since their first two games of the
season.

Spurs 114, Magic 112: Luke
Kornet blocked Franz Wagner’s
last-second layup, De’Aaron
Fox scored 31 points and visiting
San Antonio beat Orlando.

Fox scored the Spurs’ final 10
points, the last two on free
throws with 1.4 seconds left after
a foul on Orlando’s Jonathan
Isaac. Orlando got the ball to
Wagner under the basket, but
Kornet swatted it out of bounds
as the horn sounded, his third
block of the game.

San Antonio has won seven of
nine with Victor Wembanyama
out with a strained left calf.

Trail Blazers 122, Cavaliers
110: Deni Avdija scored 27
points, Caleb Love and Shaedon
Sharpe added 20 apiece off the
bench and visiting Portland
snapped a three-game losing
streak, beating Cleveland.

Donovan Mitchell led Cleve-
land with 33 points, and Evan
Mobley had 23 points and 10 re-
bounds. The Cavaliers have
dropped four of five and this was
their first loss this season
against a team with a losing rec-
ord.

Rodgers feels there’s no reason for panic in Pittsburgh

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Aaron
Rodgers doesn’t see the need to
dip into his greatest hits to put
things in perspective for the
slumping Pittsburgh Steelers.

The quarterback who fa-
mously told everyone in Green
Bay — his teammates included
— to “R-E-L-A-X” after a slug-
gish start has no plans to spread
the same message this time
around as Pittsburgh (6-6) be-
gins the stretch run with a visit
to Baltimore (6-6) on Sunday
with first place in the AFC
North on the line.

“I don’t feel like this team has

afreak out or a panic that I need
to like send a message out to the
zeitgeist that everybody needs
tojustrelax a little bit,” Rodgers
said Wednesday. “We’ve been
playing inconsistent football,
that’s for sure. Got to play bet-
ter.”

The newly minted 42-year-
old — amilestone the NFL’s old-
est active player hit Tuesday —
acknowledged the circumstanc-
es are a little different now than
they were in 2014, when he felt
there was an overreaction to the
Packers’ 1-2 start.

It was still September when
Rodgers stood at the podium

and uttered a phrase he felt was
“authentic” to the moment.
Green Bay responded by win-
ning 11 of its final 13 games and
he easily won the second of his
four MVP awards.

“We played three games, we
played two (teams) that would
turn out to be playoff teams and
we went one and two, and then
we went on an absolute heater
after that,” Rodgers said.

A portion of the fans who
stuck around to the bitter end of
a lopsided loss to Buffalo on
Sunday called for longtime
coach Mike Tomlin’s dismissal.
Tomlin admitted he’s just as

frustrated as they are but re-
mains optimistic Pittsburgh can
turn things around, in part be-
cause that’s his job.

Rodgers, who returned for a
21st season explicitly to join
forces with Tomlin, is similarly
upbeat.

“You kind of wait and hope
for that run that you can go on to
kind of get to be playing the
right way come December,” he
said. “But I think from a founda-
tional standpoint, to be playing
meaningful games in Decem-
ber is special and we need to
embrace that.”

There’s nowhere to go but up.
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Brazile, Arkansas hand Louisville its 1st loss

Associated Press

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. —
Trevon Brazile scored 21 points
to lead five Arkansas players in
double figures as the 25th-
ranked Razorbacks built a big
lead and held off No. 6 Louisville
89-80 on Wednesday night.

Darius Acuff Jr. and Meleek
Thomas added 17 points apiece
for Arkansas, which made 27 of
35S free throws (77%) and outre-
bounded the Cardinals 46-36.

The loss was the first this sea-
son for Louisville, which never
led in the game.

Brazile had 17 points in the
first half, including 14 of the Ra-
zorbacks’ first 23, as the senior
forward matched the Cardinals’
total through the first nine min-
utes. By halftime, Arkansas
(6-2) held an 18-point lead and
had scored 47 points, as much or
more than Louisville (7-1) had
allowed total in three of its pre-
vious seven games.

No. 9 BYU 91, California
Baptist 60: AJ Dybantsa and
Keba Keita each scored 22
points to lead the Cougars over
the Lancers.

Keita added 14 rebounds to
help BYU (7-1) win its fourth

though this one was played in
their home state of Utah about
45 miles from campus. Robert
Wright III had 1S points and 11
assists.

The Cougars shot 55% from
the field and forced 14 turn-
overs. They totaled 15 points off
turnovers and outscored Cal
Baptist 48-28 in the paint.

No. 10 lowa St. 132, Alcorn
St. 68: Milan Momcilovic made
his first eight 3-point shots
while scoring 27 points and the
host Cyclones set a program
scoring record in a rout of the
Braves.

Iowa State (8-0) broke the
previous school record of 130
points in a 67-point win over
The Citadel in 2016-17. The 64-
point margin against Alcorn
State (1-9) was tied for its fifth-
largest ever.

The Cyclones shot 70.8% from
the field and 73.3% on 3s, the
best marks in coach T.J. Otzel-

berger’s five seasons. The
team’s 22 3-pointers were an-
other program record.

No. 12 Alabama 90, Clemson
84: Labaron Philon tied his ca-
reer high with 29 points, Amari
Allen added 20 points and 11 re-

Tide beat the Tigers in the ACC/
SEC Challenge.

Alabama (6-2) led by 19 and
then had to rally down the
stretch after Clemson (7-2) took
a two-point lead with 2:41 to
play.

RJ Godfrey led the Tigers
with 19 points. Dillon Hunter
chipped in 13 points, and Zac
Foster added 12.

No. 17 Vanderbilt 88, SMU
69: Tyler Tanner scored a ca-
reer-high 26 points and the host
Commodores remained unbeat-
en with a victory over the Mus-
tangs in the ACC/SEC Chal-
lenge.

Vanderbilt (9-0) improved to
11-1 at home against SMU, and
coach Mark Byington has won
back-to-back gamesin the ACC/
SEC Challenge to start his ten-
ure with the Commodores. They
beat Virginia Tech last season.

Vanderbilt moved up seven
spots in the new AP Top 25
rankings after sweeping three
games for the Battle 4 Atlantis
title last week. It came in ranked
second averaging 97.9 points
per game to start this season,
and the Commodores shot 57.1%
(36 of 63) against the Mustangs.

State 73: Kevin Overton
scored a career-high 29 points,
Keyshawn Hall added 28 and
the host Tigers handled the
Wolfpack in the ACC/SEC Chal-
lenge.

Auburn (7-2) won its 6Sth
consecutive home game against
nonconference opponents, the
longest streak in the nation.

Overton also pulled down
nine rebounds. He hit 8 of 13
shots, 6 of 9 from 3-point range,
and sank all seven free throws.
Hall finished with 10 boards and
topped 20 points for the sixth
time this season.

Minnesota 73, No. 22 Indi-
ana 64: Cade Tyson had 17
points and eight rebounds to
help the host Golden Gophers
upset the Hoosiers in the Big
Ten debut for both head coach-
es: Minnesota’s Niko Medved
and Indiana’s Darian DeVries.

Langston Reynolds scored 17
points and Isaac Asuma added
1S for the Gophers (5-4, 1-0),
who used a 40-25 rebounding
advantage to hand the Hoosiers
(7-1, 0-1) their first loss under
DeVries and hold them to a sea-
son-low score after they were
averaging nearly 90 points en-

straight neutral-site game,

bounds and the host Crimson

No. 20 Auburn 83, N.C.

tering the game.

Caufield scores shootout winner as Canadiens beat Jets

Associated Press

MONTREAL — Cole Caufield scored the
shootout winner after a frantic overtime pe-
riod as the Montreal Canadiens defeated the
Winnipeg Jets 3-2 in a back-and-forth game
Wednesday night.

Juraj Slafkovsky and Oliver Kapanen had
goals in regulation as Montreal snapped a
two-game skid, including a S-21oss to the Ot-
tawa Senators on Tuesday.

Jakub Dobes stopped 29 shots and all
three shootout attempts.

Mark Scheifele and Kyle Connor had a
goal and an assist each for Winnipeg, which
lost forthe sixth timein seven gamestoend a
five-game road trip.

Capitals 7, Sharks 1: Alex Ovechkin
scored twice to extend his record to 911 ca-
reer goals, Riley Leonard had four points
and visiting Washington beat San Jose for its

sixth straight win.

The Capitals got plenty of help, getting
goals from Sonny Milano, Leonard, and
Brandon Duhaime later in the period to
knock out Yaroslav Askarov and help extend
the team’s longest winning streak since also
winning six straight in January last season.

Flyers 5, Sabres 2: Travis Konecny,
Noah Cates and Bobby Brink each had a goal
and an assist, and host Philadelphia beat
Buffalo for its fourth win in five games.

Trevor Zegras and Owen Tippett also
scored and Travis Sanheim and Matvei
Michkov each had two assists to help the
Flyers get their ninth win in 14 games (9-
3-2). Samuel Ersson stopped 24 shots.

Mammoth 7, Ducks 0: JJ Peterkahad two
goals and two assists, Karel Vejmelka
stopped 27 shots for his first shutout of the
season, and visiting Utah beat Anaheim to

snap a four-game skid.

Clayton Keller had a goal and two assists,
Ian Cole added agoal and an assist,and Law-
son Crouse, Dylan Guenther and Liam
O’Brien also scored for the Mammoth, who
are now S-10-3 since starting season 8-2-0.
Jack McBain and Nick Schmaltz each had
two assists.

Stars 3, Devils O: Jason Robertson scored
his 17th goal of the season, Jake Oettinger
stopped all 31 shotshe faced and visiting Dal-
las shut out New Jersey.

While Robertson kept building his case to
make the U.S. Olympic team scoring on a
give and go with Esa Lindell, a trio of other
Finns were responsible for the Stars’ other
offensive production. Roope Hintz fed Miro
Heiskanen for Dallas’ first goal, while Mikko
Rantanen scored on a rebound to get its
third.



	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_01_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_02_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_03_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_04_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_05_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_06_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_07_041225
	SLITE_SLITE_Plate_08_041225

