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US Navy site is like a destroyer on land

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL SUPPORT FACILI-
TY REDZIKOWO, Poland —
More than a hundred sailors as-
signed tothisrural outpostinthe
Polish countryside help protect
Europe against ballistic missile
threats much the same as if they
were at sea.

They work, eat and sleep on
six-month deployments, away
from their friends and families
for similar lengths of time as
their counterparts on ships.

The total U.S. service mem-
ber and civilian contingent at
thebaseinnorthern Poland near
the Baltic Sea numbers about
35S, akin to that of an Arleigh
Burke-class destroyer.

And a33-member watch team
directly monitors the site’s Ae-
gis Ashore ballistic missile de-
fense system, working rotation-
al 12-hour shifts to ensure 24-
hour daily coverage year-round.

“It’s difficult, but it’s worth
it,” said Petty Officer 1st Class
Christopher Furtado, a 33-year-
old gunner’s mate from Cairo,
Ga., serving his second deploy-

ment at Naval Support Facility
Redzikowo. “Our military is
there to protect, and we’re now
protecting Europe.”

The similarities to a Navy de-
stroyer don’t end there. Four
distinctive phased-array radar
panels are affixed to the “deck
house” at NSF Redzikowo, giv-
ing the base an uncanny resem-
blance to the service’s work-
horse ships.

The AN/SPY-1 radar system
is what provides the base —
along with another Aegis Ashore
site in Romania and destroyers
at sea — the 360-degree view
needed to detect, track and in-
tercept medium- and interme-
diate-range ballistic missiles,
according to the Navy.

More than 10 years in the
making, NSF Redzikowo be-
came fully operational this year,
amilestone in trans-Atlantic air
and missile defense at a time
when the threat of ballistic mis-
siles on the Continent is grow-
ing, U.S. and European officials
say.

On Friday, a Russian ballistic
missile attack against Ukraine

killed one and injured 12 others
while damaging several build-
ings in Kyiv, Reuters reported
the same day.

Meanwhile, Iran has shown
growing willingnesstouseitsar-
senal, launching nearly 200 mis-
siles against Israel in an October
retaliatory attack. Most of those
missiles were intercepted but a
small number struck in central
and eastern Israel, killing a Pal-
estinian man, the BBC reported
on Oct. 3.

“The deployment of an Amer-
ican destroyer on Polish soil be-
comes a reality, representing a
significant development in the
security history of Poland, the
United States and NATO and
marking anotable shiftin the ge-
opolitical landscape,” Polish
Deputy Prime Minister Wladys-
law Kosiniak-Kamysz said dur-
ing the base’s ceremonial open-
ing in November.

But unlike Navy destroyers,
which carry Tomahawk land at-
tack cruise missiles among oth-
er armaments, NSF Redzikowo
and NSF Deveselu in Romania
each are equipped with 24 un-

armed SM-3 interceptor mis-
siles.

That makes the Aegis system
at the bases “just like what we
have on our ships” but with one
important difference, Capt. Mi-
chael Dwan, commodore of
Task Force 64, said during a re-
cent media tour of the Redziko-
wo facility.

“We are purely defensive-
minded,” said Dwan, whose re-
sponsibilities include oversight
of the two Aegis Ashore sites and
the ballistic missile defense ca-
pabilities of five Navy de-
stroyers based in Rota, Spain.

The base’s mission is part of
the European Phased Adaptive
Approach, which was establish-
ed in 2009 to counter Iranian
ballistic missile threats. It in-
cludes an early warning system
in Turkey manned by the U.S.
Army, he said.

The layered defense, focused
on ballistic missiles capable of
entering NATO member coun-
tries’ territory, is what allows
the alliance to defend itself from
a multitude of attack scenarios,
Dwan said.

Japan to resume Osprey flights with US guidelines

By Ke1sH1 KoJa
AND BRIAN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes
Japan plans to put its Osprey
tiltrotor aircraft back in the air
after imposing safety guidelines
affecting the aircraft transmis-

Note to readers

Stripes Lite will not be
published on Tuesday or
Wednesday. We will return
on Thursday.

sions announced by the U.S.
military last week, according to
the Ministry of Defense on Sat-
urday.

The Japan Ground Self-De-
fense Force grounded its 17
V-22 Ospreys on Dec. 10 follow-
ing a near crash by a U.S. Air
Force Osprey in New Mexico.
The Japanese grounded their
tiltrotors a day after the U.S.
grounded its fleet.

The schedule for the return to
flight along with the number of
aircraft affected have not been
disclosed, a spokesman for Ja-
pan’s Ministry of Defense said

by phone Monday.

Naval Air Systems Com-
mand, which runs the Osprey
program for the U.S. military,
on Thursday ordered new gui-
delines for metal gears inside
the aircraft’s transmission,
known as the proprotor gear-
box, according to a news release
on the same day from the com-
mand.

All Ospreys with proprotor
gearboxes under a certain num-
ber of flight hours will be sub-
ject to additional safety restric-
tions. The restrictions affect the
newer transmissions because

investigators have found that
the metal weaknesses, if they
are going to occur, happen early
on, The Associated Press re-
ported Friday.

Tiltrotors with proprotor
gearboxes that exceed the num-
ber of flight hours have re-
sumed flying.

The command said Thursday
that the additional safety con-
trols “will remain in place” until
the proprotor gearboxes are re-
placed. It did not reveal the
flight threshold for the guide-
lines or say how many aircraft
will be affected.
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COLA set to change in some US areas

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Service
members assigned to about
three dozen urban areas of the
U.S. will see a bump in cost-of-
living allowance rates at the
start of 2025, while more than SO
other locations will lose the ex-
tra money, the Pentagon an-
nounced Friday.

For troops living in more ex-
pensive duty locations, cost-of-
living allowance rates will
range from $35 to $60 per
month for service members
with dependents, and from $27
to $46 per month for those with-
out dependents.

Impacted areas include coun-
ties in states such as New York
and California.

This year, 10 military housing

areas will begin receiving a
cost-of-living allowance, and
another six military housing ar-
eas will receive an increase in
rates.

In non-military housing ar-
eas, troops in 25 select counties
will gain a cost-of-living allow-
ance.

The military housing area of
Humboldt County, Calif., will
see the largest increase — going
from no cost-of-living allow-
ance to a 5% cost-of-living rate.
The exact amount each mem-
ber receives will vary by pay
grade and family size.

There will be three military
housing areas that see a de-
crease in cost-of-living rates,
and another four that will lose
the rates all together. In non-
military housing areas, there

are S1 counties that will have
cost-of-living allowances halted
entirely. One county will see a
decrease.

The military housing area
that will see the largest de-
crease is New York City going
from a 13% rate to 8%.

To establish the cost-of-living
allowance, a contractor pro-
vides the Defense Department
with cost data from each mili-
tary housing area and non-
MHA for the following catego-
ries: transportation, goods and
services, federal income taxes,
sales taxes and miscellaneous
expenses. The data is adjusted
to account for basic allowance
for subsistence. This informa-
tion is compared to the average
cost data for the continental
U.S., which serves as a bench-

mark.

By law, a cost-of-living allow-
ance rate for the continental
U.S.isonly prescribed when the
index meets a certain threshold
above the U.S. average. For
2025, the costs for non-housing
types of goods and services in a
particular location must be at
least 7% more expensive than
average U.S. costs to qualify for
a cost-of-living payment.

Military housing areas with
the highest cost-of-living rates
include New York City at 8%,
Humboldt County at 5% and San
Francisco at 5%.

Service members can calcu-
late their CONUS COLA rate at
https://www.travel.dod.mil/Al-
lowances/CONUS-Cost-of-Liv-
ing-Allowance/CONUS-COLA-
Rate-Lookup/.

China: US ‘playing with
fire’ with new Taiwan aid

Associated Press

BEIJING — The Chinese gov-
ernment protested Sunday the
latest American announcements
of military sales and assistance to
Taiwan, warning the United
States that it is “playing with
fire.”

President Joe Biden autho-
rized Saturday the provision of up
to $571 million in Defense De-
partment material and services
and in military education and
training for self-ruled Taiwan,
which Beijing claims as its terri-
tory and says must come under
its control. Separately, the De-
fense Department said Friday
that $295 million in military sales
had been approved.

A Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement urged the U.S. to stop
arming Taiwan and stop what it
called “dangerous moves that un-
dermine peace and stability in

the Taiwan Strait.”

U.S. military sales and assis-
tance aim to help Taiwan defend
itself and deter China from
launching an attack.

The $571 million in military as-
sistance comes on top of Biden’s
authorization of $567 million for
the same purposes in late Sep-
tember. The military sales in-
clude $265 million for about 300
tactical radio systems and $30
million for 16 gun mounts.

Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry
welcomed the approval of the two
sales, saying in a post on X that it
reaffirmed the U.S. govern-
ment’s “commitment to our de-
fense.”

Taiwan earlier this month de-
manded that China end its ongo-
ing military activity in nearby
waters, whichitsaid undermined
peace and stability and disrupted
international shipping and trade.

Australia set to extradite
former Marine pilot to US

Associated Press
NEWCASTLE, Australia —
Former U.S. Marine Corps pilot
Daniel Duggan will be extradit-
ed from Australia to the United
States over allegations that heil-
legally trained Chinese aviators.
Australia’s Attorney General
Mark Dreyfus approved the ex-
tradition on Monday, ending the
Boston-born S5-year-old’s near-
ly two-year attempt to avoid be-
ing returned to the U.S.
Duggan, who served in the
Marines for 12 years before im-
migrating to Australia and giv-
ing up his U.S. citizenship, has
been in a maximum-security
prison since he was arrested in
2022 at his family home in the
state of New South Wales.
Heisthe fatherof six children.
Dreyfus confirmed in a state-
ment on Monday he had ap-
proved the extradition but did

not say when Duggan would be
transferred to the U.S.

In May, a Sydney judge ruled
Duggan could be extradited to
the U.S., leaving an appeal to the
attorney general as Duggan’s
lasthope of remaining in Austra-
lia.

In a 2016 indictment from the
U.S. District Court in Washing-
ton, D.C., unsealed in late 2022,
prosecutors said Duggan con-
spired with others to provide
training to Chinese military pi-
lots in 2010 and 2012, and possi-
bly at other times, without ap-
plying for an appropriate li-
cense. Prosecutors say he re-
ceived payments totaling
around 88,000 Australian dol-
lars ($61,000) and international
travel.

If convicted, Duggan faces up
to 60 years in prison. He denies
the allegations.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Trump again calls for US to buy Greenland

Associated Press

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
Firstit was Canada, then the Pan-
ama Canal. Now, Donald Trump
again wants Greenland.

The president-elect is renew-
ing unsuccessful calls he made
during his first term for the Unit-
ed States to buy Greenland from
Denmark, adding to the list of al-
lied countries with which he’s
picking fights even before taking
office Jan. 20.

In a Sunday announcement
naming his ambassador to Den-
mark, Trump wrote that, “For
purposes of National Security and
Freedom throughout the World,
the United States of Americafeels

that the ownership and control of
Greenland is an absolute necessi-
ty.”

Trump again having designson
Greenland comes after the presi-
dent-elect suggested over the
weekend that the U.S. could re-
take control of the Panama Canal
if something isn’t done to ease ris-
ing shipping costsrequired forus-
ing the waterway linking the At-
lantic and Pacific oceans.

He’s also been suggesting that
Canadabecomethe S1stU.S. state
and referred to Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau as “gov-
ernor” of the “Great State of Can-
ada.”

Greenland, the world’s largest

island, sits between the Atlantic
and Arctic oceans. It is 80% cov-
ered by anice sheet and is home to
alarge U.S.militarybase. Itgained
home rule from Denmark in 1979
and its head of government, Mute
Bourup Egede, suggested that
Trump’s latest calls for U.S. con-
trol would be as meaningless as
those made in his first term.

“Greenland is ours. We are not
for sale and will neverbe forsale,”
he said in a statement. “We must
not lose our years-long fight for
freedom.”

Trump canceled a 2019 visit to
Denmark after his offer to buy
Greenland was rejected by Co-
penhagen, and ultimately came

tonothing.

He also suggested Sunday that
the U.S. is getting “ripped off” at
the Panama Canal.

“If the principles, both moral
and legal, of this magnanimous
gesture of giving are not followed,
then we will demand that the Pan-
ama Canal be returned to the
United States of America, in full,
quickly and without question,” he
said.

Panama President José Raul
Mulino responded in a video that
“every square meter of the canal
belongs to Panama and will con-
tinueto,” but Trump fired back on
his social media site, “We’ll see
about that!”

New right celebrates Trump
at conservative conference

Associated Press

PHOENIX — As Washington
heaved over the possibility of a
partial government shutdown,
leading far-right figures gath-
ered with thousands of Donald
Trump’s most ardent suppor-
ters and, for the most part, glo-
ried in splintering the presi-
dent-elect’s party.

Speakers and attendees at
Turning Point USA’s Ameri-
caFest 2024 hailed Trump and
billionaire Elon Musk for ini-
tially scuttling a bipartisan
agreement to keep government
open. They jeered House
Speaker Mike Johnson and his
willingness to engage with
Democrats, disregarding John-
son’s close alliance with Trump
and frequent appearances at
his side.

“The political class is infect-
ed with a malignant cancer.
The cancer is bipartisanship,”
boomed Steve Bannon, the
Trump adviser who perhaps
more than any other reflects
and stokes the president-elect’s
pugilistic populism.

“We don’t need partisan-
ship,” Bannon continued, as he
called for Johnson’s ouster.

“We need hyper-partisanship.”

The president-elect has wide
latitude with his core suppor-
ters and is in turn responsive to
their demands. That dynamic
fuels the unpredictability put
on display in last week’s budget
fight and sets up inevitable fu-
ture conflicts within Trump’s
broadened Republican coali-
tion.

That Trump failed to achieve
his central goals — with 38 Re-
publicans voting against a plan
backed by Trump and Musk —
seemed unimportant to Bannon
and others who welcomed
Trump to the conference’s Sun-
day finale. The fight itself, and
the incoming president being
at the center of it, was the
point.

During 7S minutes at the po-
dium Sunday, Trump ticked
through many of his usual
pledges and policy ideas. Sum-
ming up his intentions, Trump
opted for politically fuzzy rhet-
oric.

“Last month, the American
people voted for change,” he
said, touting a ‘“‘common-
sense” agenda and promising a
“golden age” for the country.

Biden commutes 37 out of 40
federal death row sentences

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden announced Monday
that he is commuting the sen-
tences of 37 of the 40 people on
federal death row, converting
their punishments to life impris-
onment just weeks before Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump, an
outspoken proponent of expand-
ing capital punishment, takes of-
fice.

The move spares the lives of
people convicted in Killings, in-
cluding the slayings of police
and military officers, people on
federal land and those involved
indeadly bank robberies or drug
deals, as well as the Kkillings of
guards or prisoners in federal
facilities.

It means just three federal in-
mates are still facing execution.
They are Dylann Roof, who car-
ried out the 2015 racist slayings
of nine Black members of Moth-
er Emanuel AME Church in
Charleston, S.C.; 2013 Boston
Marathon bomber Dzhokhar
Tsarnaev; and Robert Bowers,
who fatally shot 11 congregants
at Pittsburgh’s Tree of life Syn-
agogue in 2018.

The Biden administration in
2021 announced a moratorium

on federal capital punishment to
study the protocols used, which
suspended executions during
Biden’s term. But Biden had ac-
tually promised to go further on
the issue in the past, pledging to
end federal executions without
the caveats for terrorism and
hate-motivated, mass killings.

“Make no mistake: I condemn
these murderers, grieve for the
victims of their despicable acts
and ache for all the families who
have suffered unimaginable and
irreparable loss,” Biden’s state-
ment said. “But guided by my
conscience and my experience
as a public defender, chairman
of the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, vice president and now
president, I am more convinced
than ever that we must stop the
use of the death penalty at the
federal level.”

He took a political jab at
Trump, saying, “In good con-
science, I cannot stand back and
let anew administration resume
executions that I halted.”

There were 13 federal execu-
tions during Trump’s first term,
more than under any president
in modern history. They were
the firstfederal executions since
2003.
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House panel: Gaetz ‘regularly’ paid for sex

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
Ethics Committee on Monday ac-
cused Matt Gaetz of “regularly”
paying women, as well as a 17-
year-old girl, for sex and purchas-
ing and usingillicit drugs all while
the Florida Republican was a
member of Congress.

The 37-page report by the bi-
partisan panel includes explicit
details of sex-filled parties and
vacations that Gaetz, now 42, took
part in while representing Flor-
ida’s western panhandle. The
findings conclude that he violated
multiple state laws related to sex-
ual misconduct while in office.

“The Committee determined
there is substantial evidence that
Representative Gaetz violated
House Rules and other standards
of conduct prohibiting prostitu-

tion, statutory rape, illicit drug
use, impermissible gifts, special
favors or privileges, and obstruc-
tion of Congress,” the report
states.

The report brings to a close a
nearly five-year investigation in-
to Gaetz. Itsrelease comes after at
least one Republican joined all
five Democrats on the panel ear-
lier this month in a secret vote to
release the report about their for-
mer colleague despite initial op-
position from GOP lawmakers,
including House Speaker Mike
Johnson, to publishing findings
about a former member of Con-
gress.

While ethics reports have pre-
viously been released after a
member’s resignation, it is ex-
tremely rare. Gaetz hasrepeated-
ly denied all wrongdoing, saying

last week that he would have “ny
opportunity to debate or rebut”
the findings as a former member
of the House.

On Monday, Gaetz filed suit
seeking to block the report’s re-
lease, saying it contains “untruth-
ful and defamatory information”
that would “significantly dam-
age” his “standing and reputation
in the community.” Gaetz’s com-
plaintargueshe’snolongerunder
the committee’s jurisdiction
since he resigned from Congress.

“The Committee’s position that
itmay nonetheless publish poten-
tially defamatory findings abouta
private citizen over whom it
claims no jurisdiction represents
an unprecedented expansion of
Congressional power that threat-
ens fundamental constitutional
rights and established procedural

protections,” Gaetz’s lawyers
wrote in their request for a tem-
porary restraining order.

The often secretive, bipartisan
panel has investigated claims
against Gaetz since 2021. Howev-
er, its work became more urgent
last month when President-elect
Donald Trump picked Gaetz as
his attorney general nominee.
Gaetz resigned from Congress
that same day, putting him out-
side the purview of the Ethics
Committee’s jurisdiction.

But Democrats had pressed to
make the report public even after
Gaetz was no longer a member
and had withdrawn as Trump’s
pick to lead the Justice Depart-
ment. A vote on the House floor
thismonth toforce the report’sre-
lease failed; all but one Republi-
can voted against it.

Man pleads not guilty in
health care CEO slaying

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The man ac-
cused of fatally shooting the CEO
of UnitedHealthcare pleaded not
guilty on Monday to state murder
and terror charges while his at-
torney complained that com-
ments coming from New York’s
mayor would make it tough to re-
ceive a fair trial.

Luigi Mangione, 26, was shack-
led and seated in a Manhattan
courtwhenheleaned overtoami-
crophone to enter his plea. The
Manhattan  district attorney
charged him last week with mul-
tiple counts of murder, including
murder as an act of terrorism, ina
state case that will run alongside
his federal prosecution.

His initial appearance in New
York’s state trial court was pre-
empted by federal prosecutors
bringing their own charges over
the shooting. The federal charges
could carry the possibility of the
death penalty; the maximum sen-
tence for the state chargesislifein
prison without parole.

Prosecutors have said the two

cases will proceed on parallel
tracks, with the state charges ex-
pected to go to trial first.

One of Mangione’s attorneys
told ajudge that government offi-
cials, including New York Mayor
Eric Adams, have turned Man-
gione into a political pawn, rob-
bing him of his rights as a defen-
dant and tainting the jury pool.

“Iamvery concerned about my
client’s right to a fair trial,” said
Karen Friedman Agnifilo.

The city’s mayor and top police
official stood among a throng of
heavily armed officers last
Thursday when Mangione was
flown to a Manhattan heliport and
escorted up a pier after being ex-
tradited from Pennsylvania.

“Iwanted tolook himin the eye
and say you carried out this terro-
ristic act in my city —the city that
the people of New York love,” the
mayor told alocal TV station.

State trial court Judge Gregory
Carro said he has little control
over what happens outside the
courtroom, but can guarantee
Mangione will receive a fair trial.

German city mourns
market attack vietims

Associated Press

MAGDEBURG, Germany —
Mourners laid flowers near the
scene of the deadly Christmas
market attack on Monday as in-
vestigators puzzled over the mo-
tive of the suspect and fears swir-
led that the rampage could deep-
en divisions in German society.

The Johanniskirche,achurcha
short walk from the scene of the
attack, has become a central
place of mourning since the sus-
pect drove a car into the busy
market on Friday evening, killing
five people. A carpet of flowers
now covers the broad sidewalk in
front of the church.

Prosecutors said the number of
injured has risen to as many as
235 asmore people have reported
to hospitals and doctors, but that
double-counting was possible.

Authorities have identified the
suspect as a Saudi doctor who ar-
rived in Germany in 2006 and had
received permanent residency.
They say he does not fit the usual
profile of perpetrators of extre-

mist attacks. The man described
himself as an ex-Muslim who was
highly critical of Islam and in
many posts on social media ex-
pressed support for the far-right.

Vice Chancellor Robert Ha-
beck voiced fears that the attack
will fuel online misinformation
ahead of a national election ex-
pected in February.

“There is still a lot we don’t
know and a lot is unexplained, in-
cluding the exact motive,” Ha-
beck said in a video posted Sun-
day. “All the same, I fear that the
distrust that was immediately
propagated on the net against
Muslims, foreigners and people
with a history of immigration will
entrenchitself deeperin society.”

On Sunday night, police in the
port city of Bremerhaven said
they detained a man who threat-
ened crimes at a Christmas mar-
ket there in a TikTok video. Ger-
man news agency dpa reported
that he had said he would stab any
people of Arabic appearance
there on Christmas Day.
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Postal Service worker
accused of money theft

c LOS ANGELES — A

U.S. Postal Service
worker was arrested on suspi-
cion of swiping more than 20
checks from the mail and depos-
iting $281,000 into various bank
accounts under her name, au-
thorities said.

Joivian Tjuana Hayes, 36, of
Compton, Calif., was charged
with one count of bank fraud
and faces a maximum sentence
of 30 years in federal prison if
convicted, according to the U.S.
attorney’s office.

Hayes, who prosecutors iden-
tified as a supervisor at the Cos-
ta Mesa Post Office, is accused
of stealing almost two dozen
checks from the office since Ju-
ly, prosecutors said.

Hayes allegedly deposited
the checks in her accounts at
various banks by forging the
signatures of payees, prosecu-
tors said. One of these checks
was for more than $114,000, ac-
cording to authorities.

Top-ranking cop quits in
sex misconduct claims

NEW YORK — The

highest-ranking uni-
formed officer in the New York
Police Department has re-
signed amid allegations he de-
manded sex from a subordinate
in exchange for opportunities to
earn extra pay.

Police Commissioner Jessica
Tisch accepted Chief of De-
partment Jeffrey Maddrey’s
resignation, effective immedi-
ately, according to a depart-
ment statement. A lawyer for
his accuser, Lt. Quathisha
Epps, said the move was over-
due.

Epps filed a complaint
against the city with the federal
Equal Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission, claiming that
Maddrey engaged in “quid pro
quo sexual harassment” by co-
ercing her to “perform unwant-
ed sexual favors in exchange for
overtime opportunities in the
workplace.”

Epps, who holds an adminis-
trative post in Maddrey’s office,
said that when she finally
pushed back at Maddrey’s de-
mands, he retaliated by claim-
ing she was abusing overtime,
prompting the department to
launch a review.

Real estate brothers still
jailed on sex charges

F MIAMI — Prominent
real estate broker
Oren Alexander and his twin
brother Alon will remain in cus-
tody following their initial court
appearance in Miami.

The brothers had sought bond
on charges of sex trafficking
and gang rape. But federal pros-
ecutors argued they were a
flight risk and a danger to the
community. Judge Ellen D’An-
gelo set a Dec. 30 detention
hearing.

The judge read each brother
the charges they faced and in-
formed them of their rights.

Earlier, another judge in Mia-
mi rejected a $11S million bail
package proposed by their older
brother Tal Alexander that
would have allowed all three
men, who are prominent in lux-
ury real estate in Florida and
New York, to be released pend-
ing trial.

The brothers were charged
with luring, drugging and vio-
lently raping dozens of women
over more than a decade. Alon

and Oren Alexander also face
state charges in Florida stem-
ming from three alleged sexual
assaults.

Fleeing motorist dead
after driving into mall

KILLEEN — A flee-

ing motorist drove a
pickup truck into a busy JCPen-
ney store in Texas, injuring five
people before he was fatally
shot by law enforcement, au-
thorities said.

Four of the injured people
were taken from the Killeen
mall to hospitals and the fifth
went on their own, Sgt. Bryan
Washko of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety said in a
media briefing. They ranged in
age from 6 to 7S years old, and
their conditions were not imme-
diately known.

Ofelia Miramontez of the Kil-
leen Police Department said the
incident began with calls about
an erratic driver in a black pick-
up in Belton, about 20 miles
away.

The driver pulled off and
drove into the mall’s parking lot,
crashed into the department
store and continued driving,
Washko said.

Local law enforcement at the
mall also traded gunfire with
the suspect, he said.

Traditional send-off held
for brass band musician

NEW ORLEANS —

Blaring trumpets and
joyful voices resounded in a
New Orleans neighborhood as
about 100 people marched in
honor of John “Prince” Gilbert,
a key member of innovative
brass bands that have become
an important part of the city’s

music scene over the past sever-
al decades.

Gilbert, who died this month,
played saxophone for Rebirth
Brass Band, which has been a
favorite in New Orleans since
the 1980s. The band is known for
preserving and growing the
brass band heritage, combining
genres including funk, soul and
jazz to create their own sound.
He was also part of the New
Birth Brass Band.

He taught, and recorded with,
his son Orlando, who organized
the event’s second line parade
— so called because observers
traditionally fall in behind the
band to form a second parade
line.

Sheriff gets letter asking
for immigrant tracking

OR LINCOLN CITY —

A sheriff in Oregon
said he has contacted the FBI
and is increasingly concerned
about a letter circulating in his
rural, coastal community ask-
ing people to write down the li-
cense plate numbers of possible
immigrants.

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s
Office issued a news release
condemning the letters that
have appeared across the coun-
ty, describing them as divisive.
Sheriff Curtis Landers told
KPTV that he contacted federal
authorities after receiving such
a letter himself.

The letter told the recipient to
be on alert while sitting in their
church parking lot or waiting in
line to pick up their kids at
school, so as to write down the
license plate numbers of cars
believed to belong to immi-
grants who might lack perma-
nent legal status.

— From wire reports
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Daniels throws for 5 TDs as
Commanders defeat Eagles

Associated Press

LANDOVER, Md. — Jayden
Daniels was not worried when
he and the Washington Com-
manders trailed the Philadel-
phia Eagles by 14 points after
just seven minutes, and the roo-
kie quarterback was similarly
undaunted staring down a 13-
point deficit going into the
fourth quarter, long after Jalen
Hurts was sidelined with a con-
cussion.

“I always believe that we can
win the game no matter what,”
Daniels said. “The game’s never
over till the clock hits zero.”

Daniels got the ball when the
clock read 1:58, and he deli-
vered his latest masterful per-
formance by finding Jamison
Crowder in the end zone with 6
seconds left to give the Com-
manders an emotional 36-33
comeback victory Sunday that
ended the Eagles’ winning
streak at 10 games. It was his
fifth touchdown pass of the

game as Daniels shined and
kept Philadelphia from cele-
brating an NFC East champion-
ship.

“You got those guys that came
in on the win streak they were
on, they were hot and they’re a
very good team — rightfully so,
good offense, good defense, all-
around well-prepared team and
you want to go out there and see
where you match up against
those type of guys,” Daniels
said.

“Those type of situations
when it’s on thin ice and plays
need to be made, that’s what you
live for. If you really love this
sport, you live for those big-time
moments where it comes down
to the end.”

Daniels is the first Washing-
ton QB to throw for five touch-
downs since Mark Rypien in
1991. That was the team’s most
recent Super Bowl-winning sea-
son. Rypien, who was the MVP
of that Super Bowl, was in atten-

dance for Sunday’s game.

Daniels bounced back from
two interceptions, including one
in the final minutes, tolead a S7-
yard touchdown drive against
the NFL’s best defense. The
Commanders (10-5) are now on
the verge of making the playoffs
after handing the Eagles (12-3)
their first loss since Sept. 29.

Philadelphia played without
Hurts for the vast majority of
the game and failed to clinch the
division and one of the confe-
rence’s top two seeds despite
Saquon Barkley running for 109
yards and two TDs in the first
quarter alone.

Daniels was the primary rea-
son for that, beating the Eagles a
month after losing to them on
the road. He was 24 of 39 for 258
yards with two TDs to Crowder
and Olamide Zaccheaus and
one to Terry McLaurin — and
Daniels was Washington’s lead-
ing rusher with 81 yards on nine
carries.

Lions beat Bears, stay tied atop NFC

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Jared Goff and
the Detroit Lions locked in from
the start and delivered a
bounce-back performance. It
came with a few team records,
too.

Goff threw for 336 yards and
three touchdowns, and the Li-
ons remained on top of the NFC
with their franchise-best 13th
victory, 34-17 over the Chicago
Bears on Sunday.

Jameson Williams had a ca-
reer-high 143 yards receiving
on five catches, including an 82-
yard touchdown in the second
quarter. Jahmyr Gibbs ran for
109 yards and a score, and De-
troit (13-2) broke a tie with the
1991 and 2023 teams for the
most wins in franchise history.

The Lions also set a season rec-
ord for scoring with 493 points,
and they improved to 7-0 away
from home, a franchise record
for road wins.

Detroit took control early
against the Bears (4-11), and
even flexed their dominance by
executing a trick play in which
Goff intentionally stumbled
while dropping back. With Li-
ons players yelling “Fumble!”
and Gibbs pretending to dive for
the ball, Goff threw to Sam La-
Porta for a 2l-yard TD that
made it 34-14.

It was just what Detroit was
looking for coming off a 48-42
loss to Josh Allen and the Buffa-
lo Bills. That stopped a fran-
chise-best winning streak at 11
games and dropped the Lions

into a tie atop the conference
with Philadelphia and NFC
North rival Minnesota.

“This is when your eyes get
opened, when competition is at
its highest, people are breathing
down your neck or you’re chas-
ing somebody and you’re at the
top,” coach Dan Campbell said.

“It just doesn’t get any better
than this. This is what it’s all
about. Can it get frustrating, can
it get stressful? Yeah, it gets all
those. But also it’s the drug. It’s
the drug. This is what you live
for. Look, some can’t. Some
can’t handle this. It’s too much
for them. Players, coaches,
teams, it’s just too much. But not
our group. This is the good stuff,
man, and we’re in the middle of
it right now.”

Penix wins
first start

as Falcons
beat Giants

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Michael Penix
Jr.feltabriefbit of apprehension
as he ran down the tunnel, which
was to be expected.

Then he played like a veteran
for the Atlanta Falcons.

Penix’s first NFL start went
about as smoothly as it could,
helped greatly by a defense that
returned two interceptions for
touchdowns Sunday in a 34-7
rout of the New York Giants that
bolstered Atlanta’s  playoff
hopes.

“It’s the game I've been play-
ing since I was S years old,” the
24-year-old rookie said. “Ob-
viouslyit’sdifferent,it’satahigh-
er level, but you know it’s the
same game. I’'ve just got to go out
there and execute. Once we hit
the field, I was good.”

Jessie Bates and Matthew Ju-
doneachhad apick-6tocarry the
Falcons (8-7) to their second
straight win after a four-game
losing streak put their postsea-
son hopes in jeopardy. Atlanta
came into the week a game be-
hind Tampa Bay in the NFC
South and holding the tiebreaker
edge over the Buccaneers, and it
moved back into first place Sun-
day night when Tampa Bay lost
at Dallas.

Penix, the No. 8 overall pick in
this year’s draft, got the call
against the Giants (2-13) after the
Falcons decided to bench turn-
over-prone Kirk Cousins just
nine months after signing him to
afour-year, $180 million contract
that included $100 million guar-
anteed.

The left-hander was not over-
whelmed by the moment, com-
pleting 18 of 27 passes for 202
yards — numbers that would’ve
beenbetterifnotforatleastthree
dropped passes, one of which
Kyle Pitts bobbled right into the
handsofaNew York defender for
Penix’s lone interception.
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Raiders beat Jags, end 10-game skid

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Aidan O’Con-
nell returned from an injury and
passed for 257 yards, and Las
Vegas ended a 10-game losing
streak with a 19-14 victory over
the Jacksonville Jaguars on
Sunday.

The Raiders, whose skid was
the longest active streak in the
NFL, won for the first time since
beating the Cleveland Browns
20-16 on Sept. 29. The victory,
however, means the Raiders (3-
12) moved ahead of the league-
worst New York Giants (2-13).
The team with the worst record
is in line for the top pick in next
year’s draft.

Jacksonville (3-12) has lost
seven of its last eight games and
is 2-9 in one-score contests.

O’Connell made his first start
in two weeks. He didn’t play in
Monday night’s 15-9 loss to At-
lanta because of a left knee in-
jury.

Rams 19, Jets 9: Matthew
Stafford threw a go-ahead 11-
yard TD pass to Tyler Higbee
early in the fourth quarter after
a turnover by Aaron Rodgers
and visiting Los Angeles beat
New York for its fourth consec-
utive victory.

The Rams (9-6), who have
won five of six, maintained their
spot atop the NFC West stand-

ings with the victory after a slow
start against the Jets (4-11) on a
day when it was a frosty 23 de-
grees at kickoff.

Bengals 24, Browns 6: Joe
Burrow threw three touchdown
passes, including one as he was
falling to the turf, and host Cin-
cinnati kept its slim playoff
hopes alive with a victory over
Cleveland.

The Bengals (7-8) need to win
their last two games and get
help to reach the postseason.

Burrow passed for three or
more TDs for the seventh
straight game and finished 23 of
30 for 252 yards.

Ja’Marr Chase had six catch-
es for 97 yards and a garbage-
time TD for Cincinnati to reach
1,510 yards this season and
break his own franchise record
of 1,455 yards set in 2021.

Colts 38, Titans 30: Jonath-
an Taylor rebounded from per-
haps the most embarrassing
moment of his career by rush-
ing for 218 yards and scoring
three times including runs of 65
and 70 yards, leading host Indi-
anapolis past Tennessee.

The Colts (7-8) rushed for a
franchise-record 33S yards as
Taylor posted the second-high-
est single-game rushing total in
the league this season and also
of his five-year career. The

three rushing scores were the
most since he scored four TDs
against Buffalo in 2021.

Taylor’s big day came one
week after he dropped the ball
before the goal line, and it
bounced out of bounds for a
touchback in a crushing loss at
Denver.

Panthers 36, Cardinals 30
(OT): Chuba Hubbard ran for a
21-yard touchdown in overtime,
and host Carolina (4-11) elimi-
nated Arizona from playoff con-
tention.

Hubbard finished with 152
yards and two TDs on 2S5 car-
ries. He rushed for 49 yards on
the decisive drive in OT.

Vikings27, Seahawks 24:
Sam Darnold connected with a
well-covered Justin Jefferson
with 3:51 left for his third TD
pass of the game, and visiting
Minnesota (13-2) outlasted Ge-
no Smith and Seattle.

Jefferson finished with 10
catches for 148 yards as the Vik-
ings won their eighth straight. If
they can beat Green Bay and
Detroit to close out the season,
they will earn the top seed in the
conference and a first-round
playoff bye.

Dolphins 29, 49ers 17: Tua
Tagovailoa threw for 215 yards
and a touchdown, Jason San-
ders kicked five field goals, and

host Miami (7-8) kept its playoff
chances alive.

San Francisco was eliminated
from the playoffs before the
game because of wins by the
Rams and Commanders earlier
Sunday.

Last year’s NFC champions
will have a losing season for the
first time since 2020.

Bills 24, Patriots 21: James
Cook scored two touchdowns,
the defense forced three sec-
ond-half turnovers and AFC
East champion Buffalo over-
came a 14-0 deficit to pull out a
win over visiting New England.

With trainers examining Bills
quarterback Josh Allen’s right
throwing elbow on the sideline,
cornerback Taron Johnson se-
cured the victory by recovering
a fumble in the end zone to put
Buffalo up 24-14 with 10:10 left.

Cowhboys 26, Buccaneers
24: Cooper Rush threw for a
TD, Brandon Aubrey Kkicked
two 58-yarders among four field
goals and host Dallas (7-8) beat
Tampa Bay, costing the Bucs
control of their playoff fate.

The end of a four-game win-
ning streak left Tampa Bay
(8-7) even with Atlanta atop the
NFC South with two games left,
but the Falcons have the tie-
breaker because they won both
meetings with the Bucs.

Iowa State routs Morgan

Associated Press

AMES, Iowa — Tamin Lipsey
scored a season-high 20 points
and No. 3 Iowa State extended
its winning streak to seven
games with a 99-72 victory over
Morgan State on Sunday.

Lipsey, an Ames native,
scored 12 points in the first half
as the Cyclones (10-1) raced to a
50-34 lead.

Curtis Jones added 19 points
off the bench after scoring just
four points in Iowa State’s last
game, an 83-51 win over Omaha.

No. 6 Alabama 81, Kent St.

54: The host Crimson Tide shot
26% from 3-point range, S1%
from the free-throw line, com-
mitted 19 turnovers and still
managed to beat the Golden
Flashes.

Mark Sears led Alabama
(10-2) with 16 points but com-
mitted five turnovers; six of his
16 points on free throws. Aden
Holloway had 13 points and
three steals.

No. 8 Kansas 87, Brown 53:
Zeke Mayo scored 25 points,
Hunter Dickinson had 1S points
and 13 rebounds and the Jay-

State for 7th straight win

hawks defeated the visiting
Bears.

No. 14 Oklahoma 89, Central
Arkansas 66: Duke Miles
scored a season-high 29 points
to lead the Sooners past the vis-
iting Bears.

Jeremiah Fears had 19 points
and Jalon Moore added 17 for
Oklahoma (12-0), which re-
mained one of four unbeaten
teams.

No. 19 Cincinnati 84, Gram-
bling St. 49: Aziz Bandaogo
scored 1S points and the Bear-
cats extended their winning

streak to four games with a win
over the visiting Tigers.

Dillon Mitchell added 13
points and seven rebounds, and
Day Day Thomas finished with
12 points for Cincinnati (10-1).

No. 24 Michigan 89, Pur-
due-Fort Wayne 58: Tre Do-
naldson had 16 points and six re-
bounds to lead the Wolverines
over the Mastodons at the Cris-
ler Center.

Michigan (9-3) needed less
than 1S minutes to take a 20-
point lead and led by 30 in the
first minute of the second half.
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Rangers’ Rempe suspended 8 games for hit

Associated Press

NEW YORK—TheNew York
Rangers’ Matt Rempe was sus-
pended for eight games by
NHL’s Department of Player
Safety on Sunday for boarding
and elbowing Dallas Stars de-
fenseman Miro Heiskanen on
Friday night.

Rempehad anin-person hear-
ing via Zoom on Sunday, as op-
posed to a phone call, which al-
lowed senior vice president of
player safety George Parros and

his department to suspend
Rempe for six or more games.

The announcement was made
shortly after the Rangers lost to
the Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 at
home. It was New York’s 12th
loss in its past 16 games and
fourth in a row at Madison
Square Garden.

Rempe became popular last
season in his rookie year with
the Rangers for fighting some of
the NHL’s toughest players. But
he was ejected twice and also re-

ceived a four-game suspension
for an elbow to the head of the
New Jersey Devils’ Jonas Sie-
genthaler in a home game on
March 11.

Rempe, 22, has zero points in
five games this season. Friday’s
game at Dallas was his first back
in the NHL after being recalled
from Hartford of the American
Hockey League, where he had
three goals, two assists and 22
penalty minutes in 18 games.

Rempe spent the summer

training to become a better
fighter, but also worked to be-
come a better all-around player.

He played less than six min-
utesinthe 3-1 victory against the
Stars, but also drew three penal-
ties as New York snapped a
three-game losing streak with
the road victory.

Rempe has been assessed
four game misconducts as well
as eight major penalties in 22
regular-season games for the
Rangers.

Kochetkov leads Canes
over struggling Rangers

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Pyotr Ko-
chetkov stopped 22 shots and
assisted on two goals as the
Carolina Hurricanes beat the
New York Rangers 3-1 on Sun-
day.

William Carrier, Jack Ros-
lovic and Sebastian Aho scored
for the Hurricanes, who won
for the fourth time in six games
and improved to 10-3-1 against
Metropolitan Division oppo-
nents this season.

Jimmy Vesey scored for the
Rangers 17 seconds into the
game, converting a pass from
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel
past Kochetkov. New York is 4-
12-0in its past 16 games and lost
its fourth straight home game.

Roslovic, who played 19
games and 16 more in the
playoffs for New York last sea-
son, put Carolina ahead with a
power-play goal at 14:32 of the
second period, two seconds be-
fore Alexis Lafreniere’s dou-
ble-minor for high-sticking
Roslovic was to expire.

Panthers 4, Lightning 2: A.J.
Greer and Eetu Luostarinen
scored short-handed goals 42
seconds apart in the second pe-
riod to help visiting Florida
beat Tampa Bay to open a
home-and-home series.

Sam Reinhart scored twice,
the second into an empty net,

and Spencer Knight stopped 19
shots for the Stanley Cup cham-
pion Panthers. Florida has won
four consecutive games.

Capitals 3, Kings 1: Aliaksei
Protas scored twice and host
Washington beat Los Angeles.

Jakub Vrana also scored and
Pierre-Luc Dubois had two as-
sists en route to the win, which
put the Capitals back atop the
Eastern Conference standings.

Ducks 5, Utah 4 (S0): Mason
McTavish was the only scorer
in the shootout and visiting
Anaheim rallied from a three-
goal deficit, beating Utah.

Robby Fabbri scored twice
and Isac Lundestrom and Brett
Leason added goals for the
Ducks, who won for the third
time in four games after a five-
game skid. Lukas Dostal fin-
ished with 21 saves.

Avalanche 5, Kraken 2: Joel
Kiviranta scored three goals,
including twice into an empty
net, Nathan MacKinnon
notched his third straight two-
assist game and host Colorado
beat Seattle.

Oilers 3, Senators 1: Zach
Hyman broke a tie on a power
play late in the second period,
Stuart Skinner made 20 saves
and host Edmonton beat Otta-
wa to end the Senators’ season-
high winning streak at six
games.

Rockets top Raptors for first
victory in Toronto since 2019

Associated Press

TORONTO — Dillon Brooks
scored 27 points, Jalen Green
had 22 and the Houston Rock-
ets won in Toronto for the first
time in more than five years by
beating the struggling Raptors
114-110 on Sunday night.

Alperen Sengun had 17 points
and 10 rebounds for Houston,
which hadn’t won in Toronto
since Dec. S, 2019. Current
Rockets guard Fred VanVleet
scored 20 points for the reign-
ing NBA-champion Raptors in
that game.

Ja’Kobe Walter fouled out
with a career-high 27 points
and Chris Boucher and Ochai
Agbaji each added 15 as Toron-
to’s losing streak reached sev-
en. The Raptors have lost six
straight at home.

Walter scored Toronto’s first
14 points of the game, a run that
ended when Gradey Dick made
a free throw with 7:06 remain-
ing in the opening period.

Jamal Shead had 11 points
and a career-high 10 assists for
the Raptors.

Pacers 122, Kings 95: Pas-
cal Siakam had 19 points and 10
rebounds, and visiting Indiana
dominated the second half to
rout Sacramento.

Siakam scored 13 points after
halftime, when the Pacers out-
scored the Kings 70-43 after the
game was tied at 52 at the

break. Indiana shot S8% for the
game and made 17 3-pointers in
its season-high fourth straight
victory.

Myles Turner added 1S
points and Ben Sheppard had 14
off the bench. Tyrese Halibur-
ton, who started his career in
Sacramento, had 14 points. Sev-
en Pacers finished in double
figures.

Indiana took an 87-78 lead in-
to the fourth quarter, and then
started the period on a 17-S run
to take a 21-point advantage.

Nuggets 132, Pelicans 129
(OT): Nikola Jokic overcame a
slow scoring start for his ninth
triple-double of the season, fin-
ishing with 27 points, 13 re-
bounds and 10 assists in visiting
Denver’s overtime victory over
New Orleans.

Jokic turned it on after failing
to score in the first 21 minutes.
Jamal Murray added 27 points,
scoring the Nuggets’ final five
in overtime, and Russell West-
brook had 21.

The Pelicans led 107-98 with
7:50 left in regulation, but Jokic
scored seven points in a 15-2
Denver runover a 3:41 span to
give the Nuggets a 113-109 lead.

CJ McCollum put New Or-
leans up 119-117 with a 3-point-
er with 52 seconds remaining,
and Murray tied it with 8.8 sec-
onds left. McCollum shot an air-
ball on a 3-pointer at the buzzer.
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