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Navy trims recruit training period by 1 week

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The Navy
will trim one week off its Basic
Military Training program, shor-
tening the boot camp from 10
weeks to nine, beginning next
month.

The change will take effect in
January. Itis meant to streamline
redundant curriculum, such asits
warrior toughness program, fire-
fighting, seamanship and watch
standing.

“We did not cut anything out—
sailors will still receive every-
thing — but we reallocated the
training. So we give them the
same training, but instead of reit-

erating that in a classroom, we in-
tersperse it throughout boot
camp,” said Lt. Cmdr. Mack Ja-
mieson, spokesman for Naval
Service Training Command,
based in Great Lakes, Ill.

The change comes on the heels
of a bend in the curve in the sea
service’s recruiting efforts. The
Navy wason track tomeetits 2024
recruiting goal of 40,000 fresh
sailors, butthe service wasunable
to push them all through boot
camp before Sept. 30, the end of
the fiscal year. Instead, about
38,000 recruits went through the
training in Great Lakes, the Na-
vy’s only boot camp, with the re-
maining slated to begin the pro-

gram before the end of 2024.

The first class to go through the
shortened boot camp will arrive
Jan. 6. They will graduate March
13.

In 2022, the Navy extended its
boot camp program from eight
weeks to 10 weeks to ensure
recruits were better prepared to
enter the fleet. It was the first ma-
jor change to the boot camp struc-
ture in 20 years.

The two weeks were filled with
trainingin life skills, such asorga-
nization, time management, self-
awareness, goal setting and fi-
nancial management. The two
weeks also allowed additional
time for more scenario-driven

and hands-on training.

The recent change to the pro-
gram will continue to incorporate
the Navy’s “Sailor for Life” phi-
losophy, which aims to foster resi-
lience, mental toughness and
leadership skills.

“Our focus is on delivering a
streamlined yet robust training
experience thatequipsoursailors
with the essential skills they need
to succeed in the fleet,” said Rear
Adm. Craig Mattingly, com-
mander of Naval Service Train-
ing Command. “This change will
help us achieve that, providing a
rigorous curriculum that ensures
readiness while enabling recruits
tojoin the fleet faster.”

Sexual violence at academies dropping from historic high

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Sexual assault among
cadets and midshipmen at service acade-
mies is trending down for the first time 10
years, falling from a historic high set in 2022,
according to a report released Thursday by
the Pentagon.

The initial data released in the Annual Re-
port on Sexual Harassment and Sexual Vio-
lence at the Military Academies shows an es-
timated 783 academy students experienced
unwanted sexual contact in the 2023-24
school year compared with 1,136 in 2022.
Among women, this represents a decrease in
instances of sexual assault from 21.4% in
2022 t013.3% in 2024. Among men across the
same time frame, trends went from 4.4% to
3.6%.

While trending down from 2022, the rates
are still some of the highest documented at
the academies.

“We believe this data indicates that we are
on the right track — that the recommenda-
tions and the reforms that are underway are
having an impact,” said Beth Foster, execu-
tive director of the Pentagon’s Office of Force
Resiliency, which oversees sexual assault
and suicide prevention efforts. “But unless

we continue to institutionalize that work,
there is a possibility that these rates and this
trend could go right back up again.”

Foster’s office was directed in 2023 by De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin to conduct site
evaluations at the academies to determine
the prevalence of sexual assault.

The force resiliency office defines sexual
assault as unwanted sexual touching, at-
tempted penetration and completed penetra-
tion where the victim could not or did not con-
sent.

Foster’s staff spent one week at each acad-
emy, during which students attended a brief-
ing on a sexual assault survey. Of those who
attended, 88% voluntarily completed the sur-
vey.

“We found that it was the overall climate
and training environment across the service
academies that was undermining their abil-
ity to prevent these harmful behaviors,” Fos-
ter said. “Sexual assault was ultimately alag-
ging indicator of what was a poor climate.”

Contributing to that climate was a lack of
trust in the academies, according to Andra
Tharp, senior prevention adviser for the Of-
fice of Force Resiliency and the Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response Office.

“The climate was really characterized by a

sense of lack of trust, lack of transparency
and a lot of mixed messages. So senior lead-
ers may be sending one message, but the
message that the cadets and midshipmen
were getting about how to treat each other,
how to hold each other accountable was not
aligned with the message the senior leaders
were trying to set,” she said.

The 2024 survey asked students whether
they trusted the academy to protect their pri-
vacy and ensure their safety should they re-
port a sexual assault incident. Women and
men indicated having greater trust in the
academy than they did in 2022, but women
remain much less trusting than men, the sur-
vey found.

Foster described the initial data as “encou-
raging” and credited the downtrend to a se-
ries of changes that the Defense Department
has implemented in recent years. The find-
ings released Thursday were a summary of
the complete report, which will be made pub-
lic in February.

“The focus and commitment from depart-
ment leaders on this issue is starting to have
animpact,but we have alot more work todo,”
Foster said. “While we are making progress,
the prevalence of sexual assault and harass-
ment is still far too high.”
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Army officer was
reprimanded, fined
due to harassment

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE LEWIS-
MCCHORD, Wash. — An Army
lieutenant colonel was sen-
tenced Friday to receive an offi-
cial reprimand and fined almost
$100,000 after he was found
guilty by a military judge of ha-
rassing three female officers
under his command.

Lt. Col. Benjamin West I11, 43,
had faced seven charges includ-
ing two counts of sexual harass-
ment, one count of conduct un-
becoming an officer, three
counts of cruelty and maltreat-
ment of a subordinate, and one
count of dereliction of duty.

He was accused of engaging
in what prosecutors called a
“step-by-step” escalation of
sexual harassment of a female
aide and two other female I
Corps officers at Lewis-
McChord, a base shared by the
Army and Air Force about 40
miles south of Seattle.

Prosecutors accused West of
using his rank to force subordi-
nate female officers to endure
sexual harassment. Accusa-
tions included invasions of pri-
vacy, unwelcome fondling of
their ears and hair, salacious
jokes, and disrobing that ex-
posed his underwear.

West had faced up to 15 years
in prison and dismissal from the
Army, an officer’s equivalent of
a dishonorable discharge, for
the charges.

Lt. Col. Robert Murdough,
the military judge in the case,
convicted West on two counts of
sexual harassment and one
count of cruelty and maltreat-
ment of a subordinate. The

judge ordered a punishment of a
letter reprimanding West be
added to his official Army file
and a fine of $92,900. He offered
no explanation Friday in court
for his decisions.

West’s attorney Jason Ware-
ham said the letter in essence
will force the lieutenant colonel
to leave the service.

Before West received the sen-
tence, he stood in the courtroom
and expressed disappointment
in himself and addressed the fe-
male officers who brought the
charges against him.

“It cuts me deep — I could see
and feel the pain I caused,” he
said.

In June 2023, West became
an artillery battalion command-
er at Lewis-McChord in charge
of the 1st Battalion, 94th Field
Artillery Regiment, 17th Field
Artillery Brigade. By October
2023, West had been fired from
the job because of the charges.

In court on Friday, West
turned to the three female offi-
cers who brought the charges
against him. The 20-year Army
officer addressed each woman
and asked them to try to over-
come the “shadow” that he had
cast over their lives and careers
by his “despicable behavior.”

“I saw the joy you had for the
military,” he said. “I apologize
for taking that from you. I apolo-
gize to your family who had to
hold you up, to lift you up, after
what I did.”

West said if he was not dis-
missed from the Army, he
would quickly resign — a move
prosecutors and defense law-
yers said would likely mean a
reduction in rank to major.

DOD housing allowance
up for troops by about 5%

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Housing
allowance rates for service
members will increase by an av-
erage of 5.4% beginning Jan. 1,
the Defense Department an-
nounced Friday.

The increased monthly rates
represent an estimated $29.2
billion that will be paid to ap-
proximately 1 million service
members. These amounts, paid
monthly, will range from $90 to
$202 per service member. The
exact amount will vary by pay
grade, family size and location
of duty station.

“While average [basic allow-
ance for housing] rates in-
creased, different rental mar-
kets experienced different mar-
ket trends, and the 2025 [basic
allowance for housing] rates re-
flect those geographic market
condition differences,” accord-
ing to the Defense Depart-
ment’s announcement.

Basic allowance for housing,
or BAH, provides service mem-

bers with a comparable allow-
ance based on civilian housing
markets within the S50 U.S.
states when they live off-base.
The housing allowance is not in-
tended to cover all housing costs
for a service member.

Actual out-of-pocket expens-
es might be higher or lower than
the prescribed rate based on a
service member’s choice of
housing.

Allowances reflect the costs,
including rent and utilities, as-
sociated with household rentals
by location.

A federal watchdog report in
October found allowance boosts
in recent years have been insuf-
ficient, as service members as-
signed to locations with high-
priced housing markets have
resorted toliving in recreational
vehicles, leaving families be-
hind or working two jobs.

Service members can calcu-
late their housing allowance at:
https://www.travel.dod.mil/Al-
lowances/Basic-Allowance-for-
Housing/BAH-Rate-Lookup/.

US airman sentenced for
Okinawa sexual assault

By Ke1sH1 Koja

AND BRIAN MCELHINEY

Stars and Stripes

NAHA, Okinawa — A Japa-
nese court sentenced a U.S. air-
man to five years in prison with
hard labor Friday, immediately
after convicting him of sexually
assaulting a 15-year-old girl one
year ago on Okinawa.

The verdict and sentence con-
cluded one phase of a case that
over the summer temporarily
upended the relationship be-
tween the U.S. military and OKi-
nawa civil authorities.

A three-judge panel found Se-
nior Airman Brennon Richard
Edward Washington, 25, of Ka-

dena Air Base, guilty of kidnap-
ping and sexually assaulting the
girl after picking her up in a
Yomitan park and taking her to
his home on Dec. 24, 2023.

Washington sat slumped in
the courtroom, gazing at the
floor as Presiding Judge Tetsu-
ro Sato rendered the verdict and
sentence.

“This is a severe and mali-
cious criminal act toward the
victim,” Sato said. “Based on
the severity of the circumstanc-
es, there are no mitigating fac-
tors in this situation. He has no
sign of remorse or apology, but
we also took into consideration
that he had no prior offenses.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Texas sues NY doctor over abortion pill

Associated Press

Texas has sued a New York
doctor for prescribing abortion
pills to a woman near Dallas,
launching one of the first chal-
lenges in the U.S. to shield laws
that Democrat-controlled states
passed to protect physicians af-
ter Roe v. Wade was overturned.

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton filed the lawsuit on
Thursday in Collin County, and
it was announced Friday.

Such prescriptions, made on-
line and over the phone, are a
key reason that the number of
abortions has increased across
the U.S. even since state bans
started taking effect. Most abor-
tions in the U.S. involve pills
rather than procedures.

Mary Ruth Ziegler, alaw pro-
fessor at the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, School of Law,
said a challenge to shield laws,
which blue states started adopt-
ing in 2023, has been anticipat-
ed.

Anditcould have a chilling ef-
fect on prescriptions.

“Will doctors be more afraid
to mail pills into Texas, even if
they might be protected by
shield laws because they don’t
know if they’re protected by
shield laws?” Ziegler said.

The lawsuit accuses New
York Dr. Maggie Carpenter of
violating Texaslaw by providing
the drugs to a Texas patient and
seeks up to $250,000. No crimi-
nal charges are involved.

Texasbarsabortionatall stag-
es of pregnancy and has been
one of the most aggressive states
at pushing back against abortion
rights. It began enforcing a state
law in 2021 — even before the
U.S. Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade and opened the
door to state bans — that barred
nearly all abortions by allowing
citizens to sue anyone who pro-
vides an abortion or assists
someone in obtaining one.

Paxton said that the 20-year-
old woman who received the
pills ended up in a hospital with
complications. It was only after
that, the state said in its filing,
that the man described as “the
biological father of the unborn
child” learned of the pregnancy

and the abortion.

“In Texas, we treasure the
health and lives of mothers and
babies, and this is why out-of-
state doctors may not illegally
and dangerously prescribe
abortion-inducing drugs to Tex-
as residents,” Paxton said in a
statement.

The Abortion Coalition for
Telemedicine, where Carpenter
is co-medical director and foun-
der, said in a statement that
shield laws are essential to pre-
serving abortion access.

“KenPaxtonis prioritizing his
anti-abortion agenda over the
health and well-being of women
by attempting to shut down tele-
medicine abortion nationwide,”
the group said.

US hit with dangerous ice,
snow, a tornado in Calif.

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Inclement
weather plagued areas of the U.S.
in the first half of the weekend,
with dangerous conditions in-
cluding heavy snow in upstate
New York, a major ice storm in
Midwest states, severe weather
warnings around Lake Tahoe and
unusual tornado activity in Cen-
tral California.

The ice storm beginning Fri-
day evening created treacherous
driving conditions across Iowa
and eastern Nebraska on Friday
and into Saturday and prompted
temporary closures of Interstate
80 after numerous cars and
trucks slid off the road. In upstate
New York, over 33 inches was re-
ported near Orchard Park, which
isoften alanding point for lake-ef-
fect snow.

On Saturday, a tornado
touched down near a shopping
mallin Scotts Valley, Calif., about
70 miles south of San Francisco,
around 1:40 p.m. The tornado
overturned cars and toppled trees
and utility poles, the National
Weather Service said. The Scotts
Valley Police Department said

several people were injured and
taken to hospitals.

Some trees toppled onto cars
and streets and damaged roofs in
San Francisco. The damage was
being assessed to determine if the
city was indeed hit by a tornado,
which had not occurred since
2005, according to the weather
service.

The  fast-moving  storm
prompted warnings for residents
to take shelter, but few people
have basements in the area.

More than a foot of snow fell at
some Lake Tahoe ski resorts, and
a 112-mph gust of wind was rec-
orded at the Mammoth Mountain
resort south of Yosemite National
Park, according to the weather
service’s office in Reno, Nev. Up
to 3 feet of snow was forecast for
Sierra Nevada mountaintops.

The severe weather in the Mid-
westresultedin atleast one death.
The Washington County Sheriff’s
office in Nebraska said a S7-year-
old woman died after she lost con-
trol of her pickup on Highway 30
near Arlington and hit an oncom-
ing truck. The other driver sus-
tained minor injuries.

IRS recovers $4.7B in back
taxes as it braces for cuts

Associated Press

WASHINGTON—IRS leader-
ship on Thursday announced that
the agency hasrecovered $4.7 bil-
lion in back taxes and proceeds
from a variety of crimes since the
nation’s tax collector received a
massive glut of funding through
Democrats’ flagship tax, climate
and health law in 2022.

The announcement comes un-
der the backdrop of a promised
reckoning from Republicans who
will hold a majority over both
chambers of the next Congress
and have long called for rescind-
ing the tens of billions of dollars in
funding provided tothe agency by
Democrats.

IRS leadership, meanwhile, is
hoping to justify saving the fund-
ing the agency already has.

On a call with reporters to pre-
view the announcement, IRS
Commissioner Danny Werfel
said improvements made to the
agency during his term will help
the incoming Trump administra-
tion and new Republican majori-
ty Congress achieve its goals of
administering an extension of the
2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act.

Tax collections announced
Thursday include $1.3 billion
from high-income taxpayers who
did not pay overdue tax debts,
$2.9 billion related to IRS Crimi-
nal Investigation work into
crimes like drug trafficking and
terrorist financing, and $475 mil-
lion in proceeds from criminal
and civil cases that came from
whistleblower information.

The IRS also announced
Thursday that it has collected
$292 million from more than
28,000 high-income non-filers
who have not filed taxes since
2017, an increase of $120 million
since September.

Despite its gains, the future of
the agency’s funding is in limbo.

The IRS originally received an
$80billioninfusion of funds under
the Inflation Reduction Act
though the 2023 debt ceiling and
budget-cuts deal between Repu-
blicans and the White House re-
sulted in $1.4 billion rescinded
from the agency and a separate
agreement to take $20 billion
from the IRS over the next two
years and divert those funds to
other nondefense programs.
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Leaders seek calm after Yoon impeached

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea— South
Korea’s opposition leader offered
Sunday to work with the govern-
ment to ease the political tumult
as officials sought to reassure al-
lies and markets, a day after the
opposition-controlled parlia-
ment voted toimpeach conserva-
tive President Yoon Suk Yeol
over a short-lived attempt to im-
pose martial law.

Liberal Democratic Party
leader Lee Jae-myung, whose
party holds a majority in the Na-

tional Assembly, urged the Con-
stitutional Court to rule swiftly on
Yoon’s impeachment and pro-
posed a special council for policy
cooperation between the govern-
ment and parliament.

Yoon’s powers have been sus-
pended until the court decides
whether to remove him from of-
fice or reinstate him. If Yoon is
dismissed, a national election to
choose his successor must be
held within 60 days.

Lee, who has led a fierce politi-
cal offensive against Yoon’s em-

battled government,is seenasthe
front-runner to replace him. He
lost the 2022 presidential election
to Yoon by a razor-thin margin.

He told a televised news confe-
rence that a swift court ruling
would be the only way to “mini-
mize national confusion and the
suffering of people.”

The court will meet to discuss
the case Monday, and has up to
180 days to rule. But observers
say that a court ruling could come
faster. In the case of parliamen-
tary impeachments of past presi-

dents — Roh Moo-hyun in 2004
and Park Geun-hye in 2016 —the
court spent 63 days and 91 days
respectively before determining
to reinstate Roh and dismiss
Park.

Lee also proposed a national
council where the government
and the National Assembly would
work togetherto stabilize state af-
fairs, and said his party won’t
seek to impeach Prime Minister
Han Duck-so0, a Yoon appointee
who’s now serving as acting pres-
ident.

US veterans return to remember Battle of the Bulge

By PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

BASTOGNE, Belgium — Some of the last
living American veterans of World War II
on Saturday met with world leaders and
many other admirers as they recounted
how the Allies braved subfreezing temper-
atures to blunt the final Nazi offensive,
which began 80 years ago on Monday.

The Battle of the Bulge ceremonies in
Belgium and Luxembourg capped a series
of major remembrances in Europe this
year, including the 80th anniversary of D-
Day in June and other liberation mile-
stones.

The 17 veterans, who are either centenar-
ians or in their late 90s now, were honored
along with their fallen comrades in the bit-
terly fought Ardennes Campaign, where
over 19,000 American troops lost their lives.

“I want people to remember not only
what we went through but what it was all
for,” David Marshall, 100, said on the side-
lines of celebrations in Bastogne.

Marshall recalled fighting in heavy snow
and without warm clothing. The cold was as
deadly as the Nazis, he said.

“Iwent into the war as a naive 20-year-old
from New York,” Marshall said. “After the
Battle of the Bulge, I was a veteran soldier.”

Named for the shape the German ad-
vance carved into Allied lines, the battle be-
gan Dec. 16,1944, as Adolf Hitler launched a
last-ditch counteroffensive in Western Eu-
rope.

Despite initial chaos, stiff resistance by
American units and reinforcements led to
an Allied victory by January 1945. The bat-
tle’s human toll was staggering, with over
19,000 American deaths, 47,500 wounded

and 23,000 missing or captured.

German forces suffered similar casual-
ties and civilians in the Ardennes endured
their own losses and hardships.

Bastogne, a strategic crossroads town
and a symbol of Allied resistance during the
battle, hosted the largest commemorations
Saturday.

A parade included over a dozen World
War II veterans who were wheeled through
the streets to applause and waving Ameri-
can flags. Active-duty American and Bel-
gian soldiers also participated.

Joseph R. Picard, who fought as a 19-
year-old with the 552nd Field Artillery Bat-
talion, remembered the brutal conditions
made worse by the loss of his best friend just
weeks before the battle.

“The important thing is that we succeed-
ed,” Picard said. “You don’t remember all
the bad things; you remember the good
things.”

However, he lamented a lack of aware-
ness about World War II among younger
Americans.

“They don’t know much about it,” he said.
“And you know what they say: If you don’t
keep the story alive, it’s going to happen
again. We don’t want it to happen again.”

Following the parade, the veterans joined
government officials and the royal families
of Belgium and Luxembourg in throwing
nuts to crowds from a snowy balcony at Bas-
togne’s town hall.

The annual celebration recalls Brig. Gen.
Anthony McAuliffe’s famous one-word re-
ply to a German surrender demand: “Nuts!”

The Army’s 101st Airborne Division de-
fense of Bastogne while being surrounded
became a defining moment of the battle.

The unit’s current soldiers were prominent-
ly featured in the commemoration Satur-
day.

Among them was Capt. Alex Rodriguez, a
judge advocate, who honored his great-un-
cle, a101st veteran of the Battle of the Bulge.

“It’s something that I wanted to do for as
long as I can remember, and to be able to
come here as a member of the 101st Air-
borne is unbelievable,” Rodriguez said.

Earlier this year, the 101st conducted air
assault drills during D-Day commemora-
tions, stepping beyond their usual ceremo-
nial roles. With fewer living WWII veterans,
the responsibility of keeping the memory of
World War II alive is increasingly falling to
current soldiers.

Isabeau Muys, from Flanders, said her
family travels to Bastogne annually and will
continue to do so even when there is no liv-
ing link to the war.

“We will still come to remember what
they did and what happened,” Muys said.
“Now, I’'m here with my parents, and when I
have children, I expect to be here with them
too.”

Earlier Saturday, a ceremony was held at
the Luxembourg American Cemetery in
Luxembourg City, where more than 5,000
U.S. service members are buried, including
Gen. George S. Patton.

That ceremony was attended by a large
bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers, many
of whom it was noted have family connec-
tions to World War II.

Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., was part of
the delegation but suffered an injury in Lux-
embourg that required hip replacement
surgery and transport Saturday to Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany.
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TikToker took donations
for fake charity, cops say

N CHARLOTTE — A
TikTok personality
solicited nearly $1 million in do-
nations for a charity she ran
supporting people experiencing
homelessness and domestic vio-
lence, Alabama authorities said.
But investigators say the
charity didn’t exist. Amy
Downs, 57, now faces seven
charges of charitable fraud and
three charges of tax evasion, the
Limestone County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said.

Downs was better known by
her since-deleted TikTok ac-
count Slot_7.0 or Slotmachine-
queen, which she used to adver-
tise her fake charity, deputies
said. Followers from across the
U.S. and other countries sent
money to her Venmo, PayPal
and CashApp accounts to sup-
port the causes for about three
years, according to deputies.
But investigators said they later
found the Athens woman had
been unemployed since 2020
and had no charity under her
name or registered with the at-
torney general’s office.

Man sought by cops goes
down chimney, gets stuck

FALL RIVER — A

Massachusetts
man trying to escape from po-
lice shimmied down a chimney.

And got stuck.

The man fled onto a rooftop,
channeling what the Fall River
Police Department described
as “the essence of the seasonal
icon,” but he then needed to be
rescued by the detectives who
were pursuing him after getting
wedged inside a chimney.

Body cam video from the Fall
River Police Department shows

a detective shouting, “Hey he’s
on the roof. Get down here!” De-
tectives were alerted moments
later by a bystander that a man
was “screaming” inside a near-
by chimney. Incredulous detec-
tives climbed up the roof and
peered down into the shaft with
aflashlight to see the man stuck.
“You’re an idiot,” one of them
said.

Detectives called in firefight-
ers who had to carefully knock
out bricks to free the man. “Due
to his Santa-antics (the man)
was transported to a local hospi-
tal out of caution,” police said.

The man was facing drug
charges and other charges from
outstanding warrants. Another
man sought by police was seen
jumping off the roof and over a
fence, escaping capture.

DMV apologizes for plate
that mocks Oct. 7 attack

c LOS ANGELES —

The California De-
partment of Motor Vehicles is-
sued an apology for an “unac-
ceptable and disturbing” per-
sonalized license plate that the
agency said displayed hate
speech related to the Oct. 7,
2023, attack on Israel.

The watchdog group StopAn-
tisemitism posted a photo on X,
formerly known as Twitter, of
the license plate on a Cyber-
truck that celebrated “terro-
rism against the Jewish peo-
ple.”

In the photo, the license plate
read “LOLOCT?7.” LOLis an ab-
breviation for laugh out loud.

The plate seems to reference
Oct. 7, when Hamas militants
stormed into Israel, Kkilling
about 1,200 people and kidnap-
ping about 250. The attack trig-
gered the war in neighboring
Gaza.

The department apologized
that the personalized plate was
not properly rejected during the
review process.

Newly elected lawmaker
arrested after threats

wv CHARLESTON —

A newly elected
state lawmaker in West Virginia
is facing at least one felony and
is accused of making terroristic
threats.

Joseph de Soto, 61, was ar-
rested by state police Thursday
in Martinsburg following an in-
vestigation that found he made
“several threatening/intimidat-
ing threats against government
officials,” according to a state-
ment from State Police Lt. Les-
lie T. Goldie Jr. The lieutenant
did not provide details about the
threats.

De Soto was elected to his
first term in the House as a Re-
publican representing part of
Berkeley County in the state’s
eastern panhandle in Novem-
ber, receiving 72% of the vote in
the general election.

Plastic packaging that
fills landfills targeted

NJ TRENTON — New

Jersey is aiming to
drastically reduce the amount
of packaging material — partic-
ularly plastic — that is thrown
away after the package is
opened.

From bubble wrap to puffy
air-filled plastic pockets to foam
peanuts, lots of what keeps
items safe during shipping often
ends up in landfills, or in the en-
vironment as pollution.

A bill in the state Legislature
would require all such materi-
als used in the state to be recy-
clable or compostable by 2034.
The U.S. Environmental Pro-

tection Agency says containers
and packaging materials from
shopping account for about 28%
of municipal waste sent to land-
fills in the U.S.

The New Jersey bill seeks to
move away from plastics and
imposes fees on manufacturers
and distributors for a $120 mil-
lion fund to bolster recycling
and reduce solid waste.

California, Colorado, Oregon,
Maine, and Minnesota have al-
ready passed similar bills, ac-
cording to the environmental
group Beyond Plastics.

SpaceX seeks OK to turn
Starbase into new city

AUSTIN — Elon

Musk is attempting
to turn the Starbase site in Tex-
as where SpaceX builds its Star-
ship rockets into a new city and
officially move his space com-
pany there.

SpaceX’s headquarters are
currently in Hawthorne, Calif.,
but the company has over the
past few years been building out
amassive facility in Texas in an
area on the southern tip of the
U.S. state near the Mexican bor-
der. The site in Boca Chicais the
primary location where SpaceX
builds and launches its huge
Starship rocket system.

Starbase, as SpaceX refers to
it, now serves as the main pro-
duction and testing site for the
Starship moon and Mars rocket,
and SpaceX’s operations in the
area have created more than
3,000 jobs, according to a 2024
economic impact report.

There are several steps that
need to occur before Starbase
can actually be created as a new
city in Texas, including permis-
sion from local authorities.

— From wire reports
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Fake punt pivotal as Navy beats Army

Stars and Stripes

LANDOVER, Md. — Landon
Robinson made the play Navy
and Army fans will be talking
about for along time.

Navy (9-3) led 21-13 and had
been in control throughout, but
Army (11-2) had managed field
goals on back-to-back posses-
sions to start the second half.
With under 11 minutes left in the
game, the Midshipmen lined up
to punt on fourth down and S at
their own 47-yard line. The ball,
instead, was snapped to the ju-
nior defensive tackle, whoran for
29yards and a first down.

Four plays later, Navy
punched it in for a touchdown,
basically sealing the 31-13 victory
Saturday in the 125th edition of
the classic rivalry, ending Ar-
my’s two-year streak and claim-
ing the Commander in Chief’s
Trophy for the first time since
2019.

“The fake punt is something
that we saw, something that we
worked on all season,” Robinson
said. “We showed it at the South
Florida game as well. They gave
us the right look, and I just called
it out on the field and there you
gO.”

Junior slotback Eli Heiden-
reich described Robinson’s run
as “an emotional turning point in
the game.”

“I returned punts for a good
portion of the season, and if I was
back there and saw a 300-pound

Landon Robinson rumbling to-
ward me, I'd be scared,” he said.

Junior quarterback Blake
Horvath—whoranwild for Navy
with 204 yards on the ground, ac-
counting for four touchdowns
(two rushing, two passing) —
said it was nice to see him run but
“we’ll work on ball security.”
Robinson fumbled at the end of
the play, and Navy linebacker
Colin Ramos recovered.

“He doesn’t owe me anything.
What he did on the defensive line
was good enough,” Ramos said
after the game. “I will take that.
We had the play called. So, once I
made my block, I was trailing af-
ter him and was in a good spot (to
make the recovery).”

Junior slotback Brandon Chat-
man, who had a receiving touch-
down against Army, said it was
electric but not surprising.

“We knew he was capable of
doing that. He’s done it before,”
Chatman said. “After a three-
and-out on offense and we were
thinking we need to score the
next time we get the ball, the next
thing you know we’re back on the
field after that play.”

Robinson’s memorable play is
not the only thing he did right, ac-
counting for 13 tackles and a
forced fumble. Defensive end
Justin Reed and defensive tackle
Griffen Willis contributed with
10 and eight tackles, respective-
ly.

“I thought defensively, we

played lights out today,” said Na-
vy coach Brian Newberry, who
earned his first victory against
Army as head coach. “That’s a
really good football team with
one of the best [offensive lines] in
the country.”

Indeed. Army’s offense had
averaged more than 300 rushing
yards per game, and a day earlier
the Black Knights won the Joe
Moore Award for the best offen-
sive line in college football.

“Bryson Daily is an outstand-
ing football player,” Newberry
said of Army’s quarterback and
offensive leader. “I thought we
controlled the game on defense.”

Entering the game, Daily had
rushed for for 1,480 yards and 29
touchdowns, finishing sixth in
the Heisman voting. On Satur-
day, he ended up with only 52
yards rushing, and the Midship-
men limited the Black Knights to
113 rushing yards and their few-
est points all season.

“They stepped up to the chal-
lenge, no doubt about it,” New-
berry added.

Ramos agreed.

“We talked about how we were
worried about ourselves. We
weren’'t worried about the
awards they were winning or
what they were doing,” he said.
“We knew how good of a football
team we were and how good of a
defense we are, and we showed
that today.”

Daily and his offense could not

find their rhythm at any point.
Army tried to find yards through
the air, but Daily was 7-for-16
passing for 65 yards, with one
touchdown and three costly in-
terceptions.

“First and second down, we
thank [the defensive line] and
front seven for knocking them off
track and putting us in those sit-
uations,” said senior cornerback
Dashaun Peele, who had one of
theinterceptions. “Weknow they
are going to get to them on third
down, whichis going tomake him
throw up a pass he probably
doesn’t want to throw, and we
capitalized on the opportunities.”

Eight days earlier, Army was
riding high at 11-1 after winning
the American Athletic Confe-
rence championship on the way
to a historic season. The Black
Knights felt the sting Saturday.

“It’s as poorly as we’ve played.
They blocked us, and they tack-
led us, and they beat blocks, and
they just outplayed us,” Army
head coach Jeff Monken said.

Army still can reach a pro-
gram-record 12th win, Dec. 28
against Louisiana Tech in the In-
dependence Bowl in Shreveport,
La.

And though Navyisn’t finished
either — the Midshipmen will
face Oklahoma in the Armed
Forces Bowl in Fort Worth, Tex-
as, on Dec. 27 — they already
have accomplished the season’s
major goal.

Marshall withdraws from Independence Bowl vs. Army

Associated Press

HUNTINGTON, W.V. —
Marshall withdrew from the In-
dependence Bowl after a coach-
ing change resulted in much of
its roster jumping into the trans-
fer portal.

The Thundering Herd were
slated to play Army on Dec. 28
in Shreveport, La. But the Inde-
pendence Bowl and Louisiana
Tech announced Saturday that
the Bulldogs will take on the No.

19 Black Knights instead.

Marshall said it pulled out
“after falling below the roster
minimum that was deemed
medically safe.”

The Herd (10-3) beat Louisia-
na-Lafayette 31-3 last weekend
to win the Sun Belt Conference
Championship for the first time.
The program has won seven
games in a row in the same sea-
son for the first time since 2020.

“We apologize for the nature

and timing of this announce-
ment and for the turmoil it has
brought to bowl season prepara-
tions for Army, the Radiance
Technologies  Independence
Bowl, the American Athletic
Conference and ESPN,” Sun
Belt Commissioner Keith Gill
said in a statement.

Coach Charles Huff left Mar-
shall for Southern Miss last Sun-
day, and Tony Gibson, the de-
fensive coordinator at North

Carolina State, was announced
as his replacement less than an
hour later.

By Thursday, at least 25 Mar-
shall players had entered the
transfer portal.

It’s the first bowl for Louisia-
na Tech (5-7) since 2020. The
Bulldogs have won two of their
last three games, but they
haven’t played since a 33-0 vic-
tory over Kennesaw State on
Nov. 30.
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Colorado star Hunter wins Heisman

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Travis Hun-
ter turned every play into prime
time — on both sides of the ball
— and ultimately took home the
Heisman Trophy.

Now he’s got a leg up on his
celebrity coach at Colorado.

The two-way star won college
football’s most prestigious
award Saturday night, punc-
tuating a tireless performance
all season by a dynamic player
with a unique combination of
skills.

“Never thought I would be in
this position,” a tearful Hunter
said as he thanked everyone
from his fiancée to family mem-
bers and former and current
coaches. “It’s crazy. Belief takes
you a long way.”

While posing for countless
photos with the iconic statue
over the past two days, Hunter
made a point not to put his
hands on the Heisman. He said
he didn’t want to touch it unless
it was his.

Once it finally was, he
grabbed the trophy hard with

two hands and let loose a happy
scream: “Let’s go!”

Next stop, a local spot he re-
served to celebrate with team-
mates.

“I don’t like to be out late, but
I’'m going to be out late tonight,”
Hunter said, smiling.

A big-play wide receiver and
lockdown cornerback, Hunter
dominated on offense and de-
fense for coach Deion Sanders
and the Buffaloes, joining late
running back Rashaan Salaam
in 1994 as the only Heisman
winners in school history.

Hunter received 552 first-
place votes and 2,231 points in a
comfortable victory. Boise State
running back Ashton Jeanty
was the runner-up with 309
first-place votes and 2,017
points, the closest margin since
2009.

Hunter garnered 80.14% of
possible points, the 11th-highest
in Heisman Trophy history, and
joined Michigan cornerback
Charles Woodson (1997) as the
only full-time defensive players
to claim the prize. Woodson also

made some big plays at wideout,
but didn’t spend nearly as much
time on offense as Hunter.

Oregon quarterback Dillon
Gabriel came in third and Mia-
mi quarterback Cam Ward fin-
ished fourth in balloting for the
90th Heisman Trophy, present-
ed annually since 1935 to the na-
tion’s most outstanding player.
This year’s ceremony was held
at Jazz at Lincoln Center in
Manhattan, where Sanders was
in attendance.

It marked the fifth time this
century a quarterback didn’t
win. The last time no signal-call-
er placed in the top two was
201S, when running backs Der-
rick Henry of Alabama and
Christian McCaffrey ran 1-2 in
voting.

Hunter also won The Associ-
ated Press player of the year
among a string of other individ-
ual awards this week. He helped
spark an impressive turn-
around at Colorado, from 4-8 in
2023 when he missed 32 games
because of injuries to 9-3 this
year in Sanders’ second season.

The 20th-ranked Buffaloes got
their first bowl bid in four years
and will face No. 17 BYU (10-2)
in the Alamo Bowl on Dec. 28.

On offense, he had 92 catches
for 1,152 yards and 14 touch-
downs, plus a rushing score. On
defense, he made four intercep-
tions, 32 tackles, broke up 11
passes and forced a critical
fumble that secured an over-
time victory against Baylor.

Deion Sanders, nicknamed
Prime Time during his playing
days — seemingly by himself —
was a two-time All-America de-
fensive back at Florida State
and finished eighth in 1988
Heisman voting.

An electrifying Kkick returner,
who also played major league
baseball by the way, Neon
Deion went on to a Hall of Fame
career as an NFL cornerback
but mostly just dabbled on of-
fense besides a 36-catch season
with the 1996 Dallas Cowboys.

Nothing quite like Hunter,
who now has Heisman bragging
rights on Coach Prime forever.

Bucks, Thunder advance to NBA Cup championship

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Diving for
loose balls. Blocking dunk at-
tempts. Getting tackled by air-
borne teammates. Giannis An-
tetokounmpo had a very event-
ful final few minutes of the NBA
Cup semifinals.

He shrugged it all off, too.

“I just tried to compete,” An-
tetokounmpo said.

That he did — and that’s why
he and the Milwaukee Bucks
will be competing for the NBA
Cup on Tuesday night.

A brilliant stat line for the
two-time MVP and current
NBA scoringleader— 32 points,
14 rebounds, nine assists, four
blocks — carried the Bucks to a
110-102 win over the Atlanta
Hawks in the semifinals on Sat-
urday.

But it was two big plays in the
final minutes — diving on the
floor to help create a turnover
with 6:3S left, then blocking
Clint Capela’s dunk try at the
rim four minutes later — that
helped ensure the Bucks would
play for the title.

“Winning plays,” Bucks
coach Doc Rivers said. “We
never show film after a game,
and we showed the winning
plays today. It takes what it
takes. I wish you could script
what it takes.”

If there was any question as to
whether the NBA Cup matters
to the Bucks, and to Anteto-
kounmpo — he of the $49 mil-
lion salary this season, already
the holder of a championship
ring and a member of the NBA’s
75th anniversary team — there

were emphatic answers on Sat-
urday.

He subbed in for his final shift
with 8:17 left and many of those
big plays, the “winning plays”
Rivers referenced, down the
stretch had his fingerprints all
over them. Antetokounmpo’s
lob that Brook Lopez swatted in
with his left hand came about a
minute into that final stint, a
play that put the Bucks up for
good in what had been a back-
and-forth final quarter to that
point.

He dove at Jalen Johnson’s
feet to create a turnover notlong
afterward, then had an assist on
Andre Jackson Jr.’s 3-pointer
that put Milwaukee up 94-90 on
the ensuing possession. The
capper was with 2:35 left, when
the Hawks threw a lob to Capela

— and not only did Anteto-
kounmpo block the dunk try, he
did so while Lopez barreled into
his teammate’s side and
knocked him to the court.

Thunder 111, Rockets 96:
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored
20 of his 32 points in the second
half as Oklahoma City pulled
away from Houston to advance
to the NBA Cup championship.

The Thunder take a five-
game winning streak into Tues-
day night’s final against the Mil-
waukee Bucks.

Isaiah Hartenstein added 21
points for the Thunder, Jalen
Williams scored 20 and Lu-
guentz Dort finished with 19
points and nine rebounds.

Amen Thompson led Houston
with 19 points, one of six Rock-
ets in double figures.
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Hughes, Devils rally for win over Blackhawks

Associated Press

NEWARK, NJ. — Jack
Hughes scored his 13th goal
during a big third period for
New Jersey, helping the Devils
beat the Chicago Blackhawks
4-1 on Saturday.

Dawson Mercer and Timo
Meier each had a goal and an as-
sist as New Jersey improved to
7-3-1 in its past 11 games. Nico
Hischier also scored and Jacob
Markstrom made 17 saves
while improving to 15-6-2 this
season.

The Devils trailed 1-0 after
two periods, but they put to-
gether a strong finish against
Drew Commesso in his first
NHL start. Commesso finished
with 20 saves.

Jason Dickinson scored for
the Blackhawks on a second-pe-
riod shot that hit off the cross-
bar and rebounded off the face
of New Jersey defenseman
Luke Hughes and into the net.

Mercer tied the game early in
the third on a pass from Luke
Hughes, and the Devils went
ahead to stay by scoring three
times in 126 seconds.

Jack Hughes made it 2-1 at
10:28, cashing in after New Jer-
sey had a long stretch in the of-
fensive zone. Hischier scored
his 16th goal at 12:16, and Meier
got his 10th at 12:34.

Jesper Bratt and Brett Pesce
each had two assists for the
Devils.

Kings 5, Rangers 1: Alex
Turcotte and Warren Foegele
scored in the first period, and
visiting Los Angeles beat New
York for its seventh win in eight
games.

Quinton Byfield, Adrian
Kempe and Phillip Danault also
scored as the Kings handed the
Rangers their ninth defeat in 12
games. Darcy Kuemper made
31 saves.

Los Angeles captain Anze
Kopitar had two assists as the
Kings chased New York goal-
tender Igor Shesterkin in the
second period. Shesterkin al-
lowed five even-strength goals
on 21 shots.

Wild 4, Flyers 1: Kirill Kapri-
zov scored twice to reach 20
goals for the season as host Min-
nesota beat Philadelphia.

Matt Boldy and Marco Rossi
also scored, and Marc-Andre
Fleury stopped 20 of 21 shots he
faced for the Wild.

Samuel Ersson made 19 saves
for the Flyers, who spoiled
Fleury’s shutout bid on Travis
Sanheim’s goal with just under
six minutes remaining.

Oilers 6, Golden Knights 3:
Leon Draisaitl had a goal and
two assists, and host Edmonton
beat Vegas for its fifth consec-
utive win.

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and
Connor Brown each had a goal
and an assist for the Oilers (18-
10-2), who have won eight of
nine overall. Zach Hyman, Co-
rey Perry and Jeff Skinner also
scored.

Victor Olofsson, Ivan Bar-
bashev and Brett Howden
scored for Vegas, which had its
four-game winning streak
snapped. Adin Hill recorded 28
saves.

Senators 3, Penguins 2 (OT):
Brady Tkachuk scored 1:46 into
overtime, and host Ottawa beat
Pittsburgh for its first three-
game winning streak of the sea-
son.

Thomas Chabot had a goal
and an assist, and Drake Bath-
erson also scored for the Sen-
ators. Linus Ullmark, who was
forced into playing for the sec-
ond straight night after backup
Anton Forsberg suffered an in-
jury before warmups, had 25
saves.

Blake Lizotte and Kris Letang
scored for the Penguins, who
lost for the third time in five
games. Tristan Jarry finished
with 28 saves.

Red Wings 4, Maple Leafs 2:
Jeff Petry scored his first two
goals of the season and Ville
Husso made 23 saves for his
first victory in more than a year,
helping host Detroit beat To-
ronto.

Petry hadn’t scored since
April 11 against Pittsburgh. He

had three goals in 73 games last
season after being acquired in
an offseason trade with Mon-
treal.

Husso’s last victory came
Dec. 12 of last season. He en-
tered the game 0-4-2 this sea-
son.

Capitals 4, Sabres 2: Tom
Wilson scored twice as host
Washington beat Buffalo.

Dylan Strome had the game-
winning goal and Jakob Chy-
chrun iced the game with an
empty-netter for the Capitals,
who have won four straight.

Logan Thompson made 19
saves in the win to advance to
12-1-2.

Ducks 4, Blue Jackets 3
(OT): Alex Killorn scored his
second goal of the game on a
breakaway at 1:43 of overtime,
and Anaheim rallied to beat Co-
lumbus, closing out its four-
game trip with a victory.

Jackson LaCombe added a
goal and an assist, and Mason
McTavish scored for his 100th
NHL point. Killorn added an as-
sist, and Robby Fabbri assisted
on two goals. John Gibson made
39 saves as the Ducks (11-14-4)
snapped a five-game slide.

Cole Sillinger, Kirill Mar-
chenko and James van Riems-
dyk scored for the Blue Jackets
(12-13-S), who have lost three
straight at home and six of their
past seven games. Jet Greaves
made 23 saves.

Jets 4, Canadiens 2: Connor
Hellebuyck made 26 saves,
Kyle Connor had a goal and an
assist and host Winnipeg beat
Montreal.

Adam Lowry, Gabriel Vilardi
and Vlad Namestnikov also
scored for the NHL-leading
Jets. Winnipeg went 2-1-1 on a
four-game homestand to im-
prove to 22-9-1.

Josh Anderson and Lane Hut-
son scored for the Canadiens,
and Sam Montembeault
stopped 23 shots. Montreal
dropped to 11-16-3.

Stars 2, Blues 1 (OT): Matt
Duchene scored at 2:31 of over-
time on an end-to-end rush

from near his own goal line as
host Dallas beat St. Louis.

Jason Robertson had a goal
and an assist for the Stars, and
Jake Oettinger stopped 15 shots
toimprove to11-1-0 at American
Airlines Center.

Avalanche 5, Predators 2:
Mackenzie Blackwood stopped
38 shots in his Colorado debut,
and the host Avalanche held off
a late Nashville surge to defeat
the Predators.

Nathan MacKinnon had two
goals and an assist, Artturi Lek-
nonen scored twice and Ross
Colton had a goal for Colorado.

Flames 3, Panthers 0: Dus-
tin Wolf made 32 saves, Mikael
Backlund had a goal and an as-
sist and host Calgary handed
Stanley Cup champion Florida
its second straight shutout.

Coming off a 4-0 loss at Van-
couver on Thursday night, the
Panthers have dropped consec-
utive games following a seven-
game points streak. They are
18-11-2.

Bruins 5, Canucks 1: David
Pastrnak had a goal and three
assists as visiting Boston beat
Vancouver.

Pavel Zacha had a goal and an
assist, and Brad Marchand,
Morgan Geekie and Marc
McLaughlin also scored for the
Bruins. Jeremy Swayman
stopped 19 shots.

Utah 4, Sharks 3: Clayton
Keller scored a power-play goal
with 43.8 seconds remaining
and visiting Utah rallied to beat
San Jose.

Michael Carcone tied it mid-
way through the third, and then
Utah won it during 4-on-3 play
shortly after Cody Ceci was
called for high-sticking.

Lightning 5, Kraken 1: Bran-
don Hagel scored twice, Jake
Guentzel had a goal and an as-
sist, and visiting Tampa Bay
beat Seattle.

Brayden Point had a goal and
an assist and Declan Carlie got
his first NHL goal for the Light-
ning, who finished 3-1-0 on a
four-game trip. Jonas Johans-
son finished with 21 saves.
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