STARS

AND@

U™

STRIPES.

TuesbAy, DecemBer 10, 2024

A news digest for U.S. forces serving overseas

stripes.com

Ernst: ‘Good discussions’ with Hegseth

The Washington Post

Sen.Joni Ernst, R-Iowa, an ad-
vocate for the fight against sex-
ual assault in the military who
has been hesitant to support his
nomination, emerged Monday
from another meeting with Pete
Hegsesth, President-elect Do-
nald Trump’s pick for defense
secretary voicing cautious opti-
mism.

“It means that we’re having
really good discussions, and we
discussed several items that
were really important to me,”
Ernstsaid after ending the meet-
ing with Hegseth, her second
huddle in less than a week with
Trump’s choice to lead the Pen-
tagon.

Hegseth, who has been ac-
cused of sexual assault — which
he’s denied — and faces other al-
legations of alcohol abuse and
mismanagement of nonprofits
dedicated to veterans, has ze-
roed in on Ernst as a critical
player in his chances of winning
enough support from Republi-
cans for Senate confirmation.

A survivor of sexual assault

and a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee
overseeing the nomination,
Ernst has led the effort to in-
crease accountability for sexual
crimesinthe military. Her views
have been considered important
to other senators who focus on
national security and women’s
rolesin the military, particularly
given the nature of allegations
against Hegseth.

After her meeting Wednes-
day, Ernst brushed past athrong
of reporters outside her office
declining to talk, issuing a state-
ment that described a“frank and
thorough” conversation and re-
ferred in the past tense to his ser-
viceinthe Army National Guard.

In a Fox News interview the
next day, Ernst said she was not
ready to support Hegseth.

“A number of our senators,
they want to make sure that any
allegations have been cleared
and that’s why we have to have a
very thorough vetting process,”
she said Thursday.

Over the weekend, after a
phone call between Hegseth and

Ernst, each published posts on
social media that suggested the
GOP senator had become more
comfortable with the nominee,
leading to Monday’s meeting.

That coincided with a social
media pressure campaign by
figures on the far right who ac-
cused her of betraying Trump.

After Monday’s huddle, Ernst
told reporters that she has not
committed to voting for the nom-
ination but has said that he
should get a chance to have a
public confirmation hearing
next month after Republicans
take over the majority and begin
processing presidential nomina-
tions.

“We’re moving through the
process. He doesrespect’'mtak-
ing the time,” she said.

In addition, Ernst released an
official statement that their “en-
couraging conversations” in-
cluded a pledge to support wom-
en within the military ranks and
reinforce her legislation on mili-
tary assault.

“Pete committed to complet-
ing a full audit of the Pentagon

and selecting a senior official
who will uphold the roles and
value of our servicemen and
women — based on quality and
standards, not quotas—and who
will prioritize and strengthen my
work to prevent sexual assault
within the ranks,” Ernst said in
the statement.

Hegseth then turned to social
media and thanked Ernst for her
“ongoing counsel.”

Ernst’s statement  also
pledged to not rely on “anony-
mous sources” in the confirma-
tion process, a buzzword Heg-
seth and his supporters have
hung on his defense of the allega-
tions against him.

“The accusations being made
regarding financial manage-
ment of veterans service organi-
zations and personal miscon-
duct should only be considered
by the committee if they are sup-
ported by testimony before Con-
gress — not anonymous sourc-
es,” Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-
S.C, said in a statement after
meeting with Hegseth on Mon-
day.

Former S. Korean defense minister formally arrested

Associated Press
SEOUL, South Korea— A for-
mer South Korean defense min-
ister was formally arrested
Wednesday over his alleged col-
lusion with President Yoon Suk
Yeol and others in imposing
martial law last week, as author-
ities investigate whether their

acts amount to rebellion.
Martial law, the first in more
than 40 years, lasted only about
six hours but has triggered a do-
mestic firestorm and large street
protests. Yoon and his associates
face criminal investigations and
impeachment attempts. The

Justice Ministry has banned
Yoon and eight others from leav-
ing the country as authorities see
them as key suspects in the mar-
tial law case. It’s the first time
that a sitting president in South
Korea has received a travel ban.

The Seoul Central District
Court said it approved an arrest
warrant for former Defense
Minister Kim Yong Hyun on
charges of rebellion and abuse of
power.

Kim has been detained since
Sunday. Prosecutors have up to
20 days to determine whether to
indict him. A conviction on the

charge of rebellion carries a
maximum death sentence.

Kim became the first person
arrested over the case. He has
been accused of recommending
martial law to Yoon and sending
troops to the National Assembly
to block lawmakers from voting
on it. Enough lawmakers even-
tually managed to enter a parlia-
ment chamber and unanimously
rejected Yoon’s decree, forcing
the Cabinet to lift it before day-
break on Dec. 4.

Kim said in a statement Tues-
day that he “deeply apologizes
for causing significant anxiety

and inconvenience.” He said all
responsibility for the imposition
of martial law rests solely with
him and pleaded for leniency for
soldiers deployed to enforce it,
saying they were only following
his order.

Prosecutors reportedly ac-
cuse Kim of playing a key role in
a rebellion and committing
abuse of power by staging a riot
to disrupt the constitution in col-
laboration with Yoon and other
military and police officers.
Prosecutors’ offices in Seoul
couldn’t immediately confirm
the reports.
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Austin shows support for South Korea

By SETH RoBSoON
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Lloyd Austin, on
his last visit to Japan as defense
secretary, reiterated U.S. sup-
port for ally South Korea as it
works through the repercus-
sions of its president’s attempt a
week ago to impose martial law.

Austin took on a full day of
meetings Tuesday with Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishiba, Defense Minister Gen
Nakatani and U.S. soldiers.

“We remain committed to ad-
vancing our historic trilateral
cooperation with [South Ko-
rea],” he said at the start of the
ministerial meeting that eve-
ning in Tokyo. “Let me be clear:
America’s extended deterrence
commitment to Japan and
[South Korea] isironclad.”

Austin said the same thing
Monday at Yokosuka Naval
Base, where he spoke with sail-
ors aboard the aircraft carrier

USS George Washington.

Senior Defense Department
leaders — including the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Air Force Gen. Charles “CQ”
Brown — “have all continued to
engage with their [South Ko-
rean] counterparts to ensure
that ... we maintain open lines of
communication and stay fo-
cused on the task at hand,” Aus-
tin told reporters aboard the
George Washington, according
to a Pentagon transcript.

The secretary isn’t expected
to stop in South Korea in the
wake of President Yoon Suk Ye-
ol’s failed attempt to impose
martial law.

At Tuesday’s ministerial
meeting, Austin called out Beij-
ing for coercive behavior in the
East and South China seas and
North Korea for its support of
Russia in its war against Uk-
raine.

“We’re clear-eyed about the

challenges to peace and stability
in this region,” he said.

Austin posted avideo of his ar-
rival Monday at Yokota Air
Base, the headquarters of U.S.
Forces Japan in western Tokyo,
on X. Later that day, he flew to
Yokosuka to speak to sailors
aboard the George Washington,
according to a Department of
Defense news release.

“You bring to this theater sig-
nificant capability,” he told sail-
ors assembled on the flight deck.

He described the Indo-Pacific
astheregion “where Chinaisthe
only nation in the world with the
intent and increasing capability
to change the rules-based inter-
national order,” according to the
release.

“We want to see thisregionre-
main open to freedom of naviga-
tion and the ability to fly the
skies in international airways ...
so we will work with allies and
partnerstoensure we can dojust

that,” he said.

Austinthanked the sailors and
reminded them of their impor-
tance.

“When America sends a mes-
sage that it cares, it typically
sends a United States Navy ves-
sel,” he said. “When America
wants to send a message that it
really cares, it sends a carrier
battle group. What you are doing
and what you are part of is sig-
nificant. It is a significant ele-
ment in our national defense
strategy.”

On Tuesday, Austin posted a
photo on X of himself meeting
USFJ officials at Yokota that
day. Separate posts showed him
visiting teams at Yokohama
North Dock, a U.S. port facility
south of Tokyo.

Austin, in an X post on Mon-
day, said this is his fourth trip to
Japan and his 13th to the Indo-
Pacific region as defense secre-

tary.

Taiwan: Chinese naval
ships detected nearby

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — China’s
secretive military appears to be
up to something around Taiwan,
but it’s unclear whether it’s a
formal military drill.

Taiwan’s Defense Ministry
said Tuesday that it has detect-
ed a dozen Chinese naval ships
and 47 military planes in the
past 24 hours but no live-fire ac-
tivity as in previous military ex-
ercises. The deployment covers
a wider area this time, with ad-
ditional ships going beyond Tai-
wan into other parts of the Pa-
cific, defense officials said.

Lt. Gen. Hsieh Jih-sheng said
China’s navy is creating two
walls — one at Taiwan’s perim-
eter and another outside the

first island chain, which ex-
tends south from Japan and
through Taiwan to the Philip-
pines. “The message they are
sending is very simple: The Tai-
wan Strait is ours,” he said.

The military has been brac-
ing for possible drills by China
in response to a recent overseas
trip by Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te that included Hawaii
and Guam, an American territo-
ry.
Without any announcement
from China on military drills,
Taiwan officials are calling the
ongoing activity a training exer-
cise.

Hsieh noted that training can
become drills, and drills can be-
come war.

Congress asks Air Force
to evaluate beard ban

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Congress wants the Air Force
to examine the pros and cons of
allowing airmen to grow beards,
with a prospective April 1 dead-
line for the branch’s leadership
to deliver findings to lawmak-
ers.

The study, contained in an up-
dated version of the National
Defense Authorization Act ex-
pected to be voted on in the days
ahead, could pave the way for a
pilot program allowing airmen
to grow facial hair.

On Saturday, the House and
Senate reached a compromise
that calls for a study on the mer-
its of allowing beards in the Air
Force ranks. An earlier House

version of the bill had called for
a pilot program allowing beards
right away.

If passed, the bill will require
the secretary of the Air Force to
evaluate whether beards are
compatible with an array of
equipment worn by airmen, in-
cluding masks that require air-
tight seals.

Other factors to be consi-
dered include an assessment of
the effect of beard growth on
discipline, morale and unity.

Currently, beards are prohib-
ited in the Air Force except for
approved religious exceptions
and medical waiversrelated to a
painful condition known as
pseudofolliculitis barbae, or ra-
zor bumps.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Suspect charged with murder in CEQ death

Associated Press

ALTOONA, Pa. — Prosecu-
tors were beginning to take
steps Tuesday to bring the sus-
pect in the Kkilling of United-
Healthcare’s CEO back to New
York to face a murder charge
while new details emerged
about his life and how he was
captured.

Luigi Nicholas Mangione, a
26-year-old Ivy League gradu-
ate from a prominent Maryland
real estate family, was expect-
ed to be in court a day after po-
lice arrested him in a Pennsyl-
vania McDonald’s.

He was charged with murder
hours after he was arrested
Monday in the Kkilling of Brian
Thompson, who led the United
States’ largest medical insur-

ance company.
Mangione remained jailed in
Pennsylvania, where he was
initially charged with posses-
sion of an unlicensed firearm,
forgery and providing false
identification to police. Man-
hattan prosecutors have ob-
tained an arrest warrant, a step
that could help expedite his ex-
tradition from Pennsylvania.
Court officials have said that
Mangione does not yet have an
attorney who can comment on
the allegations. Asked at Mon-
day’s arraignment whether he
needed a public defender, Man-
gione asked whether he could
“answer that at a future date.”
Mangione was arrested in Al-
toona — about 230 miles west of
New York City — after a McDo-

nald’s customer recognized
him and notified an employee,
authorities said.

Officers found him sitting at
a back table, wearing a blue
medical mask and looking at a
laptop, according to a Pennsyl-
vania police criminal com-
plaint.

He initially gave them a fake
ID, but when an officer asked
Mangione whether he’d been to
New York recently, he “became
quiet and started to shake,” the
complaint says.

When he pulled his mask
down at officers’ request, “we
knew that was our guy,” rookie
Officer Tyler Frye said.

Images of Mangione released
Tuesday by Pennsylvania State
Police showed him pulling

down his mask in the corner of
the McDonald’s while holding
what appeared to be hash
browns and wearing a winter
jacket and beanie. In another
photo from a holding cell, he
stood unsmiling with rumpled
hair.

New York Police Commis-
sioner Jessica Tisch said Man-
gione was carrying a gun like
the one used to kill Thompson
and the same fake ID the shoo-
ter had used to checkinto a New
York hostel, along with a pass-
port and other fraudulent IDs.

NYPD Chief of Detectives
Joseph Kenny said Mangione
also had a three-page, hand-
written document that shows
“some ill will toward corporate
America.”

(Gabbard, senators meet
in private on nomination

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s
pick for intelligence chief, Tul-
si Gabbard, faced fresh scruti-
ny Monday on Capitol Hill
about her proximity to Rus-
sian-ally Syria amid the sud-
den collapse of that country’s
hardline Assad rule.

Gabbard ignored shouted
questions about her 2017 visit
to war-torn Syria as she
ducked into one of several pri-
vate meetings with senators
who are being asked to con-
firm Trump’s unusual nomi-
nees.

But the Democrat-turned-
Republican Army National
Reserve lieutenant colonel de-
livered a statement in which
she reiterated her support for
Trump’s America First ap-
proach to national security and
a more limited U.S. military
footprint overseas.

“I want to address the issue
that’s in the headlines right
now: I stand in full support
and wholeheartedly agree

with the statements that Presi-
dent Trump has made over
these last few days with re-
gards to the developments in
Syria,” Gabbard said exiting a
Senate meeting.

The incoming president’s
Cabinet and top administra-
tive choices are dividing his
Republican allies and drawing
concern, if not full opposition,
from Democrats and others.

Not just Gabbard, but other
Trump nominees including
Pentagon pick Pete Hegseth,
were back at the Capitol ahead
of what is expected to be vola-
tile confirmation hearings next
year.

Trump is working to put his
team in place for an ambitious
agenda of mass immigrant de-
portations, firing federal
workers and rollbacks of U.S.
support for Ukraine and NA-
TO allies.

“We’re going to sit down and
visit, that’s what this is all
about,” said Sen. Mike
Rounds, R-S.D., as he wel-
comed Gabbard into his office.

Flamethrower tribute for
Trump ends in charges

The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — A Glen Bur-
nie man was charged last week
with using a flamethrower to
burn the words “Trump” and
“USA” onto the road outside his
house.

After officials reviewed a
TikTok video depicting the
flaming graffiti, Craig Philip
McQuin was charged with a fe-
lony for possession of a destruc-
tive device and two misdemea-
nors for second-degree mali-
cious burning, and malicious
destruction of property valued
at $1,000 or higher, court rec-
ords show.

Maryland is apparently the
only state in the nation to out-
right ban flamethrowers, al-
though California requires us-
ers to obtain a permit from the
state’s fire marshal for devices
that “emit or propel a burning
stream of combustible or flam-
mable liquid a distance of at
least 10 feet.”

After McQuin was charged,
Oliver Alkire, spokesman for
the Maryland State Fire Mar-

shal, said he did a bit of re-
search on Maryland’s ban and
found that the devices were
were added to the state prohib-
ition on destructive devices in
1997.The addition lumped fla-
methrowers in the same catego-
ry as bombs, grenades, mines,
shells, missiles and poison gas.

Alkire said the charges
against McQuin are the first of
their kind that he can recall in
his 17 years in the fire marshal’s
office.

According to charging docu-
ments, McQuin used a “Pulse-
fire” flamethrower made by
Exothermic Technologies,
whose website shows that it
“cannot be shipped to Mary-
land” because such devices are
“part of the state’s prohibited
destructive devices.”

“We can sell it to someone out
of Maryland. It’s out of our con-
trol if they bring it there,” said
Caden Kellagher, who process-
es orders for the Fort Pierce,
Fla.,-based company. “We can’t
really control who buys a prod-
uct.”
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Tusk: Ukraine talks could start this winter

Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Po-
land’s prime minister said
Tuesday that negotiations over
Russia’s war in neighboring Uk-
raine could start “in the winter,”
as his country prepares to take
over the rotating presidency of
the European Union on Jan. 1.

“Our presidency will have,
among others, joint responsibil-
ity for the shape of the political
landscape, for what the situa-
tion will look like probably dur-
ing the negotiations that, per-
haps — there are still question
marks here — will begin in the
winter of this year,” Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk told his Cabi-

net.

He said he hoped that the
“end effect” of Poland’s and the
EU’s efforts will be peace in Uk-
raine.

He offered no details of the ef-
forts or any time frame. He
didn’t say who might be in-
volved in the negotiations or
where or when they might take

place.
Poland has been one of Uk-
raine’s  strongest  backers

against Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion, which began on Feb. 24,
2022. Poland will assume the
EU presidency just weeks be-
fore President-elect Donald
Trump takes office in the U.S.

Trump has been pushing for
an end to the war in Ukraine and
during his campaign said that
he could settle the matter in a
day if he were elected.

In a television interview that
aired Sunday, Trump also said
he would be open to reducing
military aid to Ukraine and pull-
ing the United States out of NA-
TO.

Those are two threats that
have alarmed Ukraine, NATO
allies and many in the U.S. na-
tional security community.

Tusk said that he would be
holding numerous meetings
with political leaders concern-
ing the situation relating to the

war in Ukraine.

Later Tuesday, he was meet-
ing with Friedrich Merz, the
head of Germany’s CDU party,
who was returning from talks in
Kyiv with the Ukrainian gov-
ernment. Tusk will also speak
with Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy.

French President Emmanuel
Macron is expected in Warsaw
on Thursday, and Tusk said
they will talk about meetings
Macron recently held in Paris
with Trump and Zelenskyy.

Tusk said that Poland was
taking the six-month EU presi-
dency during a “very dramatic”
situation for the continent.

Israeli PM Netanyahu takes the stand

Bloomberg News

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu took the witness
stand for the first time in a cor-
ruption trial in which he’s ac-
cused of bribery, fraud and
breach of trust, a case that’s
played havoc with the nation’s
political life for nearly a decade.

His testimony is scheduled
for three times a week, six hours
a day, over several weeks,
meaning that as Israel fights a
war in Gaza, bombs military
sites in Syria and takes part in a

ceasefire in Lebanon, its leader
will be on a witness stand in Tel
Aviv.

On Tuesday, Netanyahu testi-
fied that he works 17 to 18 hours
a day and that he is engulfed in
meetings, especially during the
past year that Israel has been
fighting wars, The Associated
Press reported.

“If only I could steal away five
minutes to enjoy some time with
my wife,” he told the court Tues-
day.

It’s the first time in Israel’s

history a sitting prime minister
will defend himself in court in
his own case. Netanyahu and his
team tried repeatedly to delay
the sessions, while opponents
petitioned the Supreme Court
asking that he be declared “tem-
porarily incompetent” torunthe
country’s affairs during the tes-
timony.

Both efforts failed, but they
symbolize the intense divide
over the cases in a way not dis-
similar to how prosecutions
against President-elect Donald

in graft trial

Trump divided Americans.
Netanyahu, 75, and his sup-
porters view the cases as a
naked effort by the liberal estab-
lishment to remove him from
political life, something it has
failed to do through the electoral
process. He’s the country’s
longest-serving prime minister.
If convicted, the charges
against Netanyahu carry jail
time, though whether or not he
would go to prison as prime min-
ister is unclear due to the un-
precedented nature of the case.

GOP-led states move plans to aid mass

Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. —
As President-elect Donald
Trump assembles his adminis-
tration, Republican governors
and lawmakers in some states
are already rolling out propos-
als that could help him carry out
his pledge to deport millions of
people living in the U.S. illegal-
ly.

Lawmakers in a growing
number of states are proposing
to give local law officers the
power to arrest people who en-
tered the country illegally, mir-

roring recent laws in Texas and
elsewhere that have been
placed on hold while courts
weigh whether they unconstitu-
tionally usurp federal authority.

Other legislation filed ahead
of next year’s legislative ses-
sions would require local law
enforcement agencies to notify
federal immigration officials
when they take someone into
custody who is in the country il-
legally, even if the charges have
nothing to do with their immi-
gration status. Though not spe-
cifically requested by Trump,

many of the state proposals
would complement his immi-
gration policies.

“We would be finding people
who are in violation of this law,
and we would be sort of hand-
delivering them to the nearest
port of deportation so that they
could be removed in a safe and
orderly fashion,” said Missouri
state Sen. Curtis Trent, who is
sponsoring one of the proposals.

The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security estimates
that 11 million unauthorized im-
migrants were living in the U.S.

deportation

as of 2022, the latest statistics
available. While campaigning,
Trump talked about creating
“the largest mass deportation
program in history” and called
for using the National Guard
and domestic police forces in
the effort.

Some Democratic-led states
already are raising resistance.
The California Legislature has
convened a special session to try
to shield people from potential
Trump policies, including by
boosting legal aid for immi-
grants facing deportation.
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10 injured after officer
crashes into spectators

c PALM SPRINGS —

Ten people were in-
jured after a police traffic offi-
cer on a motorcycle crashed in-
to bystanders at a weekend holi-
day parade in Palm Springs,
Calif., authorities said.

All of the injured were taken
to hospitals Saturday night for
treatment of injuries that were
not life-threatening, including
the officer, according to police.

Witnesses told The Desert
Sun newspaper that the officer
was popping a wheelie and sud-
denly lost control of the motor-
cycle.

The bike slid into the crowd of
spectators and brought the fes-
tive event to a standstill for
more than an hour.

Authorities said some emer-
gency responders participating
in the parade helped the in-
jured, including crews on am-
bulances and fire trucks still
adorned with holiday lights.

Hate crime suspect
claims self-defense

F TAMPA — A Florida

man accused of a hate
crime for Killing a gay man is
asking a judge to dismiss the
charges, saying he acted in self-
defense.

Gerald Radford testified on
Friday that he feared for his
own life when he shot John
“Walt” Lay at a Tampa dog park
on Feb. 2.

Local news outlets report
Radford testified that Lay re-
peatedly hit him in the face just
before the shooting.

“I don’t know if I told him to
stop or not, but he wasn’t stop-
ping,” Radford testified in a

hearing. Radford is charged
with second-degree murder.
Prosecutors are seeking addi-
tional hate-crime penalties if
Radford is convicted.

Polygamist leader
sentenced to 50 years

PHOENIX — A po-

lygamist  religious
leader who claimed more than
20 spiritual “wives” including
10 underage girls was sen-
tenced to S0 years in prison on
Monday for coercing girls as
young as 9 years old to submit to
criminal sex acts with him and
other adults, and for scheming
to kidnap them from protective
custody.

Samuel Bateman, 48, whose
group was an offshoot of the sect
once led by Warren Jeffs, had
pleaded guilty to a yearslong
scheme to transport girls across
state lines for his sex crimes,
and later to kidnap some of
them from protective custody.

Under the agreement, Bate-
man pleaded guilty to one count
of conspiracy to commit trans-
portation of a minor for sexual
activity, which carries a sen-
tence of 10 years to life impris-
onment, and one count of con-
spiracy to commit kidnapping,
which is punishable by up to life
in prison. He was sentenced to
S0 years on each count, to be
served concurrently.

Governor proposes
inflation refund checks

ALBANY — New

Yorkers could get
“Inflation Refund” checks of up
to $500 from the state govern-
ment next year under a propos-
al that Gov. Kathy Hochul an-
nounced Monday.

The plan, which must first be
approved by state lawmakers,
would send out one-time pay-
ments of $300 to people who
earn less than $150,000 and
$500 to families making less
than $300,000.

Hochul, a Democrat, is float-
ing the proposal as part of her
agenda for the upcoming state
legislative session that begins in
January.

Payments would start going
out to residents in the fall if the
plan makes it though the Legis-
lature.

“It’s simple: the cost of living
is still too damn high, and New
Yorkers deserve a break,” Ho-
chul said.

Sheriff fires deputy
after report of lying

MACON — A

Georgia sheriff has
fired a deputy, more than a year
after the district attorney told
the sheriff’s office that the dep-
uty lied about a jailer commit-
ting a crime.

Bibb County Sheriff David
Davis fired former deputy of the
year and investigator of the year
Nicholas Denny on Oct. 15,
WMAZ-TV reports. That infor-
mation recently came to light as
Kendrell Daniely, the man Den-
ny testified against, sued the
sheriff and Denny for violating
his civil rights.

Denny swore out warrants
and testified that Daniely, a jail-
er for the Bibb County Sheriff’s
Office, had given a rifle to an in-
mate who was his brother. Den-
ny said both brothers were
members of an offshoot of the
Crips street gang. Daniely was
arrested for violating his oath of
office and criminal street gang
activity in April 2023.

District Attorney Anita Ho-
ward dropped the charges
against Daniely in October 2023
after concluding that Denny
had lied. She says she will no
longer prosecute cases that rely
solely on Denny’s testimony be-
cause he is not credible.

In Denny’s termination letter,
Davis writes that his grand jury
testimony doesn’t match rec-
orded interviews with Daniely.

Ten Commandments
tablet to be auctioned

NEW YORK — The

oldest known stone
tablet inscribed with the Ten
Commandments, dating from
300 to 800 A.D., will be sold in
New York this month, Sotheby’s
auction house said.

The 155-pound marble slab
inscribed with the command-
ments in Paleo-Hebrew script
will be auctioned on Dec. 18.

The tablet was unearthed
during railroad excavations
along the southern coast of Is-
rael in 1913 and was at first not
recognized as a historically sig-
nificant artifact.

It was used as a paving stone
at a local home until 1943 when
it was sold to a scholar who
grasped its significance, Sothe-
by’s said.

The text inscribed on the slab
follows the Biblical verses fa-
miliar to Christian and Jewish
traditions but omits the third
commandment against taking
the name of the Lord in vain. It
includes a new directive to wor-
ship on Mount Gerizim, a holy
site specific to the Samaritans,
Sotheby’s said.

Sotheby’s estimates that the
tablet will go for $1 million to $2
million.

— From Associated Press
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Towns scores 24 in return
as Knicks win 5th of past 6

Associated Press

TORONTO — Karl-Anthony
Towns returned from a one-
game absence with 24 points
and 15 rebounds, Jalen Brunson
had 20 points and 11 assists, and
the New York Knicks held on to
beat the Toronto Raptors 113-
108 on Monday night for their
fifth win in six games.

Towns broke a tie by scoring a
layup with 36 seconds left in the
game, then sealed the win by
making a 3-pointer on New
York’s next possession.

Mikal Bridges scored 23
points as the Knicks won their
fifth straight meeting with To-
ronto. OG Anunoby added 14
points against his former team

and Josh Hart had 10.

Raptors forward Scottie
Barnes left midway through the
third quarter because of a
sprained right ankle when he
landed on Towns while battling
for a defensive rebound with
6:47 left in the third. Barnes was
helped off the court by team-
mates before hopping to the
locker room, unable to put
weight on his right foot. He
scored 1S points in 23 minutes
before exiting.

Barnes missed 11 games ear-
lier this season because of a
right orbital fracture and has
worn protective glasses since
returning Nov. 21. Toronto went
2-9 without the 2022 NBA Roo-

kie of the Year.

RJ Barrett scored 30 points
for the Raptors, and Jakob
Poeltl had 10 points and 12 re-
bounds.

Towns returned after sitting
out Saturday’s loss to Detroit
because of a sore right knee.
Guard Cam Payne (left elbow)
also returned for New York.

Towns made only one of his
first four attempts from long
range before making the deci-
sive 3-pointer with six seconds
remaining.

Toronto rookie guard Ja-
"Kobe Walter matched his ca-
reer high by scoring 14 points in
the first half. Walter finished
with 19 points.

Wings win in SO, snap 5-game skid

Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Andrew
Copp scored twice as the De-
troit Red Wings snapped a five-
game skid by rallying to beat the
Buffalo Sabres 6-5 in a shootout
on Monday night.

Copp’s second goal started
Buffalo’s comeback at 10:27 of
the third period after trailing
5-3. Defenseman Moritz Seider
tied it S:14 later. Dylan Larkin
scored the decider in the shoot-
out to seal the victory.

Detroit’s Sebastian Cossa
made 12 saves in relief of Ville
Husso and earned a win in his
NHL debut. He entered at the
start of the second period after
Hussomade four saves on seven
shots in the first.

Alex DeBrincat and Lucas
Raymond also scored for the
Red Wings.

Jason Zucker had two goals
and an assist for the Sabres, who
are winless in seven straight
games (0-5-2). James Reimer
made 26 saves in his first start
since Nov. 30. Zach Benson,

Tage Thompson and Nicolas
Aube-Kubel scored for Buffalo.

Blackhawks 2, Rangers 1:
Taylor Hall had a goal and an
assist, Arvid Soderblom
stopped 29 shots and Chicago
won at New York.

Tyler Bertuzzi also scored for
the Blackhawks, who were 0-5-1
in their previous six road
games.

Will Cuylle scored a short-
handed goal and Igor Shester-
kin finished with 30 saves as the
Rangers lost for the eighth time
in 10 games.

Bertuzzi opened the scoring
at 8:10 of the first, whipping the
puck past Shesterkin for his
sixth goal of the season.

Cuylle tied it with 43 seconds
remaining in the opening period
for his 10th goal of the season,
tying him with Chris Kreider
for second on the team.

Hall, who set up Bertuzzi’s
goal, put Chicago ahead again
with his sixth at 6:16 of the sec-
ond, scoring on a 2-on-1 break
with Connor Bedard.

Canadiens 3, Ducks 2 (SO):
Patrik Laine scored in regula-
tion and added the winner in the
shootout as host Montreal beat
Anaheim.

Kirby Dach scored his first
goal in 20 games as the Cana-
diens rebounded after blowing
a two-goal lead at home Satur-
day against Washington. Mon-
treal has won three of its past
four games.

Laine scored his third power-
play goal in four games since his
return frominjury on Dec. 3. He
also picked up his first assist of
the season. Nick Suzuki extend-
ed his point streak to seven
games. Sam Montembeault
made 27 saves for the Cana-
diens.

Troy Terry scored his team-
leading seventh and eighth
goals of the season for the
Ducks.

Lukas Dostal made 19 saves
as Anaheim lost its third
straight game of a four-game
trip.

UNC women
win 1st title
since 2012

Associated Press

CARY, N.C. — Olivia
Thomas scored on a free
kick in the 62nd minute
for her fourth goal of the
NCAA Tournament, and
North Carolina defeated
Wake Forest 1-0 on Mon-
day night for the pro-
gram’s first national
championship since 2012.

The Tar heels (22-5-0)
have won 22 of the 43
NCAA women’s soccer ti-
tles. UNC also won the
1981 ATAW title for a total
of 23 national champion-
ships. No other women’s
soccer team owns more
than four.

The Demon Deacons
(16-4-4) were playing in
the championship game
for the first time in pro-
gram history. They were
seeking just the 11th na-
tional championship in
school history. The Tar

Heelshave S1 NCAA team
championships  across
eight sports.

Thomas drew three de-
fenders and was taken
down just outside the 18-
yard box by Dempsey
Brown, who received a
yellow card. Thomas
found a gap in the wall
and curled it past goal-
keeper Valentina Amaral
for her ninth goal of the
season.

Interim head coach Da-
mon Nahas is the second
coach in NCAA women’s
soccer history to win a na-
tional championship in
their first year as a head
coach, joining UCLA’s
Margueritte Aozasa from
2022.

North Carolina was
making its 32nd College
Cup appearance, includ-
ing five of the past seven.
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Four finalists for Heisman revealed

Associated Press

Oregon’s Dillon Gabriel, Col-
orado’s Travis Hunter, Boise
State’s Ashton Jeanty and Mia-
mi’s Cam Ward were an-
nounced as the Heisman Tro-
phy finalists Monday night.

The Heisman has been given
to the nation’s most outstanding
college football player since
1935. This year’s winner will be
announced Saturday in New
York. The top four vote-getters
determined by more than 900
voters are selected as finalists.
The panel includes members of
the media and former Heisman
winners.

A look, in alphabetical order,
at each of the finalist’s road to
Manhattan:

Dillon Gabriel

Gabriel, who transferred
from Oklahoma in the offsea-
son, led unbeaten and top-
ranked Oregon to the Big Ten
championship in its first year in
the league and the No. 1 seed in

the College Football Playoff.

Gabriel averages 274 yards
passing per game and has
thrown for 28 TDs with six in-
terceptions. His 73.2% comple-
tion rate is second in the nation.
His 35 total touchdowns are tied
for seventh nationally, and his
career total of 187 is the highest
in NCAA history.

He set the Football Bowl Sub-
division record for career quar-
terback starts with his 62nd in
the Big Ten title game.

Travis Hunter

Hunter will go down as one of
the great two-way players in
history. His accomplishments
recall those of Charles Wood-
son, the Michigan cornerback
who in 1997 became the first
Heisman winner who primarily
played defense.

Woodson also spent time at
receiver, but Hunter’s offensive
production dwarfs his. Hunter
was named All-Big 12 first-team
receiver and earned honorable

mention for offensive player of
the year. He leads the Big 12
with 92 receptions and 14 re-
ceiving touchdowns, and is sec-
ond with 1,152 yards. His 21 re-
ceiving plays of 20-plus yards
lead the nation.

Heis also the Big12 defensive
player of the year and a unani-
mous first-team defensive back
after recording 31 tackles, tying
for the Big 12 lead with 11 pass
breakups and tying for second
with four interceptions.

Ashton Jeanty

The junior Boise State run-
ning back has had one of the
most productive seasons in col-
lege football history. His 2,497
yards rushing are the fourth-
highest single-season total in
the FBS, and his 192.1 yards per
game lead the nation and are S8
more than the next highest av-
erage. Jeanty has rushed for at
least 125 yards in 13 straight
games.

Jeanty has gone over 200

yards in his past two games and
a total of six times this season.
He averages 7.26 yards per car-
ry, and his 344 attempts are the
most in the FBS in two seasons.
He and Army’s Bryson Daily
share the national lead with 29
rushing touchdowns.

Cam Ward

The Miami quarterback was
named Associated Press offen-
sive player of the year and new-
comer of the year in the Atlantic
Coast Conference on Monday.
He leads the nation with a
school-record 36 passing touch-
downs, and his 4,123 passing
yards, 4,319 total yards, 343.6
passing yards per game and 41
total touchdowns rank second.

Ward leads the nation’s high-
est-scoring offense (44.2 ypg).
He became the first Miami
quarterback to post seven
straight 300-yard games, and he
has 10 games with 300-plus
yards and three or more TD
passes.

QB Arnold among players to enter portal on first day

Associated Press

The college football transfer
portal opened Monday, a day af-
ter the inaugural 12-team Col-
lege Football Playoff field was
released.

The portal period closes Dec.
28.

Oklahoma quarterback Jack-
son Arnold, Texas State running
back Ismail Mahdi, Miami
(Ohio) wide receiver Reggie
Virgil and Georgia Tech wide
receiver Eric Singleton Jr. were
among the players who entered
the portal opening day. Ohio
State quarterback Devin Brown
announced his transfer inten-
tions Sunday.

Oklahoma QB Jackson Ar-
nold: Arnold, a sophomore,
passed for 1,984 yards with 16
touchdowns and six intercep-
tions and ran for 560 yards and
four scores at Oklahoma.

The former five-star recruit
took over as the starter before
last season’s bowl game after
Dillon Gabriel announced he
would transfer. Arnold passed
for 361 yards with two TDs and
three interceptions in the Ala-
mo Bowl loss to Arizona.

Arnold entered this season as
the starter, but he struggled to
move the team as Oklahoma
dealt with major injuries on the
offensive line and at receiver.
Michael Hawkins Jr. replaced
him during a loss to Tennessee,
then led the Sooners to a win at
Auburn.

Hawkins committed three
early turnoversin aloss to South
Carolina, opening the door for
Arnold to regain the job. Arnold
had more success after offen-
sive coordinator Seth Littrell
was fired midseason and Joe
Jon Finley stepped in as the

play-caller.

In a stunning 24-3 win over
Alabama, Arnold ran 25 times
for 131 yards and completed 9 of
11 passes.

Texas State RB Ismail Mah-
di: Mahdi announced on social
media he will enter the transfer
portal. Mahdi ran for 991 yards
and four touchdowns and
caught 24 passes for 195 yards
and two TDs this season. He al-
so gained 184 yards on Kickoff
returns.

Miami (Ohio) WR Reggie Vir-
gil: Virgil, a 6-foot-4 junior,
played little his first two years
with the RedHawks. He broke
out and caught 41 passes for 816
yards and nine TDs this season.

“This decision was not easy,
but I believe it is the best step
for my future,” he said in a so-
cial media post. “I am excited
for what lies ahead and T’ll re-

main forever thankful for the
support I've received.”

Georgia TechWR Eric Single-
ton Jr.: Singleton retweeted an
On3.com social media post that
said he had entered the portal.

The S-11 sophomore had 104
catches for 1,468 yards and nine
touchdowns in two seasons with
the Yellow Jackets. He has not
used a redshirt year.

Ohio State QB Devin Brown:
Brown entered the portal after
three years as a backup. He an-
nounced his intention in a social
media post, saying he intends to
stay with the Buckeyes through
the College Football Playoff.

Brown lost a close quarter-
back competition to Kyle
McCord in 2023 and was rele-
gated to a back seat again when
the Buckeyes brought in Kansas
State transfer Will Howard for
2024.
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Bengals get late break in win over Gowboys

Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — Joe
Burrow and the Cincinnati Ben-
gals finally got a break.

The Dallas Cowboys had flash-
backs to one of the most painful
moments in franchise history.

Burrow threw a tiebreaking
40-yard touchdown pass to Ja-
'Marr Chase after Dallas
botched a blocked punt to give
the ball back to Cincinnati in the
final two minutes, and the Ben-
gals beat the Cowboys 27-20 on
Monday night.

Dallas was about to get the
ball back with the score tied on
the first play after the two-min-
ute warning when Nick Vigil
blocked a punt by Cincinnati’s
Ryan Rehkow.

Amani Oruwariye tried to
field the bouncing ball when
leaving it alone would have giv-
en Dallas possession. Oruwari-
ye couldn’t hold on, and the Ben-
gals’ Maema Njongmeta reco-
vered at the Cincinnati 43-yard
line with 1:53 remaining.

Three plays later, Burrow
threw to Chase, who evaded Da-
Ron Bland and ran untouched
the rest of the way for the lead
with 1:01 to go as the Bengals
(5-8) stopped a three-game los-
ing streak.

The second one-score victory
in a puzzling season for defen-
sively challenged Cincinnati
came after all three losses dur-
ing its second three-game skid
— and seven of their eight de-

feats this season — were by sev-
en points or less.

“We needed a break,” Bur-
row said. “We haven’t got many
this year, but it was nice to get
that one and nice to come out of
this with a win.”

For Dallas, the scene that set
up the Burrow-Chase winner
was hauntingly familiar to a
snowy Thanksgiving Day in
1993 at Texas Stadium.

Leon Lett inexplicably slid in
on the snow-covered field to try
torecover a blocked field goal in
the final seconds that would
have given the Cowboys a victo-
ry over the Dolphins. Miami re-
covered and kicked a field goal
on the final play for a 16-14 vic-

tory.

Oruwariye’s gaffe came in his
first game back after missing
five games with a back injury.
Fellow defensive backs Jour-
dan Lewis and C.J. Goodwin
kept reporters away from Oru-
wariye in the locker room after
the game.

Special teams coach John
Fassel frantically waved from
the sideline for all his players to
get away from the ball after the
block, but Oruwariye never hes-
itated to try to grab it.

“You see why it happened,”
Cowboys coach Mike McCarthy
said. “He turns and the ball’s
there. And he reacted to it. I
haven’t seen the video. I saw it
live. It’s definitely a tough learn-
ing opportunity.”

Next 3 weeks key to Steelers’ Super Bowl aspirations

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Preseason’s over.

Now the real work begins for the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

While the past three months have been
promising and productive for the first-place
Steelers (10-3), it has come largely at the ex-
pense of teams who will likely watch the
playoffson TV.

Six of Pittsburgh’s victories have come
against teams who currently have losing rec-
ords. The other four wins — against the Bron-
cos, Chargers, Commanders and Ravens —
are solid résumé-builders with a small caveat:
none of them lead their respective divisions.

To be clear, Pittsburgh’s play is part of the
reason those four clubs find themselves look-
ing up to others in the standings.

That will change Sunday when the Steelers
travel across the state to face NFC juggernaut
Philadelphia, the start of an 11-day sprint in
which Pittsburgh also faces a rematch with
Baltimore and spends Christmas Day at Acri-
sure Stadium against Patrick Mahomes and
two-time defending Super Bowl champion
Kansas City.

“It’s just going to show us how good we can
be,” safety DeShon Elliott said.

It’s a testament to the weekly tunnel vision
Steelers coach Mike Tomlin creates that wide
receiver Calvin Austin III needed to be re-
minded about the daunting stretch that awaits
after Sunday’s relatively drama-free 27-14
win over Cleveland.

“Who do we play again?” Austin said.

When reminded it was three teams that ful-
ly expect to be in New Orleans on the second
Sunday in February, Austin laughed.

“That’satoughlittle stretch, butatthe end of
thedayit’safive-starmatchup as Coach T says
because we’re in it,” he said. “We know that
when we’re out there, it’s going to always be a
big-time performance.”

One Austin and his teammates believe
they’re ready for after a workmanlike victory
over the Browns in which Pittsburgh was only
toointent tolet Cleveland self-destruct behind
a flurry of penalties, missed field goals and
turnovers.

More will likely be required in the coming
weeks, whichis fine by the Steelers. They have
put themselves in a position to do things the
franchise hasn’t done in a while.

And for all the good things they’ve done
since early September, they’re only too aware
their season will be defined by what comes
next.

What's working

Letting everybody eat. Russell Wilson
seems to be almost pathological in his deter-
mination to get every eligible skill position
player involved.

Aweek ago against the Bengals, he connect-
ed with 10 different players. In the rematch
with the Browns, it was eight, including Mike
Williams and Scotty Miller, veterans who
have largely been afterthoughts of late.

Tomlin greeted Miller after an acrobatic 20-
yard third down grab on the sideline in the
third quarter with “thisisn’talightning strike,”
apopular Tomlin-ism that simply means Mill-
er did all the work necessary to succeed, so it
shouldn’t be a surprise when it comes.

Asked if he felt compelled to mention this to
Tomlin the next time Miller is a candidate to
be inactive on game days — as he has often
been in recent weeks — Miller smiled.

“If you could tell him that, that’d be great,”
he said with a laugh.

What needs help

George Pickens’ maturity. While Pickens
believes opponents haven’t found a way to get
under his skin, the evidence suggests other-
wise.

How else to explain why nearly three years
into his career, Pickens still frequently finds
an envelope in his locker from the league tell-
ing him he’s been fined for everything from
unsportsmanlike conduct to unnecessary
roughness?

Pickens’ teammates respect his talent and
understand his importance — look at how dis-
jointed the offense looked Sunday for proof —
but will he “cut out the stupid stuff” before the
playoffs arrive?

That will be entirely up to Pickens. Nothing
seems to have gotten through so far. Maybe
watching the team win without him while
nursing a hamstring injury — as Pickens did
Sunday — will do the trick.
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