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Stage set for Yoon impeachment vote

By Davip CHol

AND Y00 KyonG CHANG

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea— South
Korea’s parliament in Seoul is
scheduled to vote Saturday on
whether to impeach President
Yoon Suk Yeol after his failed,
six-hour attempt to impose mar-
tial law on the country this week.

The National Assembly early
Thursday approved a motion to
impeach Yoon, setting the stage
for a final vote at 7 p.m. Satur-
day. Votesmustbe cast within 24
to 72 hours of the motion’s ap-
proval.

Impeaching Yoon requires
200 votes from the 300-member
assembly. The ruling People
Power Party holds 108 seats in
parliament; the main opposition
Democratic Party and third par-
ties have a combined 192 seats.

The parliament’s early-morn-
ing session Thursday came
hours after National Defense
Minister Kim Yong Hyun sub-
mitted his resignation over the

martial law declaration.

Kim, in a statement Wednes-
day,said he was “responsible for
causing confusion and concern
to the public.”

The soldiers who stormed the
National Assembly building late
Tuesday and early Wednesday
were merely performing their
duties, he said.

“All responsibility lies with
me,” Kim said.

Kim in August replaced Shin
Won-sik at the Ministry of Na-
tional Defense after Shin be-
came Yoon’s national security
adviser.

Yoon accepted Kim’s resigna-
tion and appointed retired four-
star army Gen. Choi Byung Hy-
uk, the ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, as the new defense min-
ister.

Other members of Yoon’s
Cabinet have offered to resign
since the martial law declara-
tion, including Shin and chief of
staff Chung Jin-suk.

Yoon declared martial law

during atelevised address Tues-
day night, accusing the Demo-
cratic Party of railroading bud-
get bills and knee-capping his
administration with 22 im-
peachment filings against gov-
ernment officials, including
chairman Choe Jae-hae of the
Board of Audit and Inspection,
Seoul Central District Prosecu-
tors Office chief Lee Chang-soo
and two prosecutors.

The impeachment motions
against Choe and the three pros-
ecutors passed in the National
Assembly after a vote Thursday
afternoon.

U.S. military officials and dip-
lomats expressed relief on Yoon
lifting martial law and said they
were continuing to monitor the
situation.

“We were concerned about
the events of last night,” U.S.
Ambassador to South Korea
Philip Goldberg said Wednes-
day during an interview with
Yonhap News. “At the same
time, we’re encouraged by the

resilience of Korean democra-
cy.”

U.S. Forces Korea, the com-
mand responsible for the 28,500
American troops on the penin-
sula, on Wednesday released a
statement from its commander,
Army Gen. Paul LaCamera.

He advised service members,
civilian employees and family
members to “exercise individu-
al vigilance about where, how,
when, and with whom you will
travel throughout Korea.”

“The events of last night are
not over as the government of
the [South Korea] is working
through their democratic proc-
esses to address the concerns of
its citizens and resolve their dis-
agreements in accordance with
the rule of law,” LaCamera
wrote. “We are guests in [South
Korea], and I ask all individuals
affiliated with the Department
of Defense mission to give time
and space to our host country
and its citizens, as they work to
resolve their differences.”

Navy: IFit sailors may be exempt from body standards

By Juan King
Stars and Stripes
The Navy in 2025 aims to cut
some sailors a break if they can-
not meet body assessment stan-
dards but can pass the service’s
official physical exam
The Navy announced updates
toits Fitness Enhancement Pro-
gram in a Nov. 24 message, giv-
ing sailors who come up short
on the service’s body composi-
tion assessment standards an
incentive for passing the fitness
phase with a score of excellent-
low or higher.
“We are modernizing our
[body composition assessment]
by recognizing our current pol-

icies and procedures can be im-
proved to better assess every
single Sailor to determine a Sail-
or’s overall physical readiness,”
the message states.

Sailors will be passed if they
attain an excellent-low or high-
er and will not be required to do
the body composition assess-
ment phase, the age-adjusted
standards or complete the Fit-
ness Enhancement Program,
according to the updated policy.

The exemption recognizes
that some sailors who do not
meet the body composition
standard are still able to main-
tain operational readiness, the
update said. The exemption also

aligns with Department of De-
fense policy.

To be eligible for the exemp-
tion, the sailor must perform the
maximum number of pushups,
a timed forearm plank and a
timed run or alternate cardio,
on the official fitness test.

Sailors over their recom-
mended weight limit are nor-
mally required to get their body
fat approximated according to
their height and weight during
the official body composition as-
sessment phase of the exam.

They are also required to re-
port any potential medical is-
sues prior to the body composi-
tion assessment, according to

Navy guidelines.

The policy update is part of
the service’s Culture of Excel-
lence 2.0 initiative.

Any exempted sailor would
still be required to complete one
of the Navy’s nutrition educa-
tion options. Those programs
include a Nutrition Self-Study
Course, Mission Nutrition
Course and a ShipShape Pro-
gram, among others.

Sailors who fail one fitness
test would be put on a com-
mand’s fitness enhancement
program to help them improve.
They would also be barred from
advancement until they passed
the next fitness exam.
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Sullivan: US must build supply of munitions

By CArTLYN BURCHETT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — National
security adviser Jake Sullivan
said Wednesday that the war in
Ukraine has revealed the Unit-
ed States needs to stockpile
more munitions and invest
more in producing low-cost
weapons.

“This challenge is not one that
can be met in a single term in of -
fice. There is still so much work
to do. This has to be a genera-
tional project,” Sullivan said
during an event held by the Cen-
ter for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies, a Washington
think tank.

Since Russia’s 2022 invasion
of Ukraine, the U.S. has com-
mitted to providing the embat-

tled country approximately
$61.4 billion in military aid to
help Ukrainian forces fight off
Russian invaders. The most re-
cent aid package, totaling $725
million, was announced Mon-
day. It included air-defense
weapons, munitions for rocket
systems and artillery, and anti-
tank weapons.

Doing so means pulling weap-
ons and munitions from U.S.
shelves, and stockpiles must be
replenished each time military
aid is provided to Ukraine.

“In a matter of eight weeks of
war in 2022, Ukraine burned
through a year’s worth of U.S.
1SS mm artillery production,”
said Sullivan, whose office holds
daily meetings on Russia and
Ukraine. “In those early months

in the daily meetings, we re-
viewed Ukraine’s run rate in ex-
cruciating detail. We confront-
ed a startling reality: the Amer-
ican ‘Arsenal of Democracy’
was fundamentally undere-
quipped for the task at hand.”

At the time, the U.S. was pro-
ducing 14,000 artillery rounds
per month and could only im-
mediately boost production by
about 400 rounds — enough for
Ukraine to defend itself for a
few extra hours, he said.

To offset the munition shor-
tage, Ukraine began using off-
the-shelf technology and cheap,
mass-produced platforms to
build an army of drones. But the
U.S. was also behind the curve
in that technology.

“Our industrial capacity sim-

ply wasn’t there,” Sullivan said.
“We had to dig ourselves out of a
deep hole.”

Insufficient stockpiles were
also highlighted by a Rand
Corp. study released in Novem-
ber as one of the most urgent
matters for NATO countriesin a
potential long-term war.

By January, Sullivan estimat-
ed the U.S. defense industrial
base will be producing 55,000
1SS mm artillery rounds per
month — a 400% increase. It is
on track to reach 100,000 per
month by 2026.

“I’m not here to report that
the job is finished. I'm here to
report the job has started, and
now it needs to continue in a big
and sustained and bipartisan
way,” he said.

Okinawa Marines activate
second anti-air battalion

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HANSEN, Okinawa —
The Marine Corps activated its
second-ever littoral anti-air bat-
talion Thursday on Okinawa,
giving its seaborne quick-reac-
tion force the means to defend
against aerial attacks on con-
tested islands in the Indo-Pacif-
ic.

The 12th Littoral Anti-Air
Battalion — one of three subor-
dinate elements within the 12th
Marine Littoral Regiment —
was activated during an outdoor
ceremony at the regiment’s Gun
Park on Camp Hansen.

Lt. Col. Scott Caton took com-
mand of the battalion during the
morning ceremony, which fea-
tured about 98 Marine partici-
pants and 80 fellow Marines,
friends, family and members of
the Japan Ground Self-Defense
Force.

The new battalion is made up

of about 300 Marines from units
already on the island as well as
new arrivals, 3rd Marine Divi-
sion spokeswoman 1st Lt. Sarah
Bobrowski said. Its missions
will include “air defense, air
surveillance and early warning
and air control,” she wrote in a
follow-up email.

“That is why we’re part of the
[Marine littoral regiment] ... to
enable multi-domain operations
and integrate aviation to really
bring everything to bear,” Caton
said during remarks at the cere-
mony. “When we arrive on day
one, there is no work-up and
we’re ready to fight on arrival.”

The battalion is the second of
three subordinate elements in
the regiment. The 12th Littoral
Logistics Battalion was redesig-
nated from Combat Logistics
Battalion 12 in early October.

A littoral combat team will be
activated sometime in 2025, Bo-
browski said.

A PCS from rabies risk areas
may lead to more money back

By REBEcca HoLLAND
Stars and Stripes

American service members
moving stateside with a cat or
dog from countries considered
high-risk for rabies could soon
qualify for a larger relocation
reimbursement from the De-
fense Department.

Starting Nov. 25, military
personnel making a perma-
nent change of station from a
location that is on the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s list of high-risk
countries may receive up to
$4,000.

Previously, DOD authorized
up to $2,000 for moves outside
the continental United States
for pet relocation.

But in August, the CDC im-
plemented a regulation re-
quiring a higher level of
screening for dogs returning
to the U.S. from countries in-
cluding Brazil, Djibouti, Gha-
na, Jordan, the Philippines,

Turkey, Ukraine and dozens
more. The reimbursement
was updated in response.

The higher amount applies
when Patriot Express or com-
mercial flights are not avail-
able for pets and expenses
more than $2,000 must be ap-
proved ahead of time.

The Patriot Express is the
government-contracted air
service that flies service mem-
bers and their families be-
tween the U.S. and some over-
seas bases in Europe and Asia.

Like the previous allotment,
it can be used for only one cat
or dog. Additional pets can be
shipped at the service mem-
ber’s expense.

To be reimbursed, service
members must provide item-
ized receipts for pet expenses,
as well as a non-availability
letter from the office process-
ing the transportation request
if government transportation
isn’t available.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Hegseth's history with alcohol at fore

The Washington Post

By Pete Hegseth’s account,
his heavy drinking began after a
brush with death when an RPG
ricocheted off his vehicle but
didn’t explode while serving in
Iraq with an Army infantry unit.
When he returned home to a
Manhattan apartment after the
deployment ended in 2006, dis-
connected from the people he
served with while his wife at the
time worked long hours, he
turned to alcohol, he said.

“I’d look around at 10 o’clock
and be like, ‘What am I going to
do today? How about I drink
some beers?” Hegseth recount-
edinan August 2021 appearance
on “The Will Cain Show” pod-
cast. “And one beers leads to
many, leads to self-medication,
leads to ‘I’ve earned this.” Like,
‘Don’ttell me I can’t.”

Allegations of excessive
drinking have shadowed Heg-
seth’s career in the years since
as he’s risen from running a vet-
erans nonprofit to becoming a
star Fox News host and now
President-elect Donald
Trump’s choice to head the De-
fense Department — a selection
that hangs in the balance on the
Hill as some senators question
his relationship with alcohol.

In 2017 at a Republican confe-
rencein California, Hegseth was
so “visibly intoxicated” that it
enabled a woman to be the “ag-
gressor” in having sexual rela-
tions with him, according to a
statement from Tim Parlatore,
his attorney — an encounter that
the woman later described as a
rape to police. Hegseth disputes
that claim, saying the encounter
was consensual, and prosecu-
tors declined to file charges.

At Fox News, Hegseth had a
reputation as a heavy drinker,
according to six former Fox
News employees who worked
directly with Hegseth and saw
him drinking onthejob orvisibly
drunk at work events and who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity out of fear of retaliation.

Several years ago, during a St.

Patrick’s Day segment on “Fox
& Friends Weekend,” support
staff at the cable news network
set up a display of beers. After
the segment aired, Hegseth
walked by the display table and
drank each beer, according to
two former colleagues who wit-
nessed theincidentand spoke on
the condition of anonymity. The
incidentstruck the colleagues as
jarring for two reasons: One, the
displayed drinks had been sit-
ting out for hours and were stale
and warm; two, the show wraps
up at10 a.m.

Numerous other Fox News
employees, including Will Cain,
have disputed that Hegseth
drank excessively at the net-
work, noting that no one at Fox
has stepped forward with simi-
laraccountsontherecord. AFox
News spokesperson could not
corroborate the details of the St.
Patrick’s Day incident. Fox de-
clined comment.

Parlatore, asked by The Post
to address the St. Patrick’s Day
incident, responded: “These
claims about alcohol while on
the setat Fox & Friends are com-
pletely false. And the sheer
number of Fox News employees
who have come out over the past
24 hours on the record with their
names to debunk these claims
vastly outweighs the unverifia-
ble anonymous claims that have
been reported.”

And at Concerned Veterans of
America, a nonprofit that Heg-
seth ran until leaving in January
2016, some former colleagues
said they often saw him drinking
heavily, according to a report by
the New Yorker, which cited a
colleague’s email that said Heg-
seth had “a history of alcohol
abuse.” Several former -col-
leagues from that group told The
Washington Post they had wit-
nessed excessive drinking on
numerous occasions, while oth-
ers said they did not.

A review of Hegseth’s writ-
ings and interviews by The Post
shows that he has been blunt
about what he called his use of

alcohol. Writingin his 2016 book,
“In the Arena,” he said that he
once ‘“zealously” sought to
“avoid all forms of sin — espe-
cially sex, alcohol and cursing.
But he said he “fell short,” even
as he was “often insufferable
(hypocritical) about it.”

“For those who knew only the
pious caricature I had carefully
crafted, this manufactured fa-
cade of goodness” was mislead-
ing, Hegseth wrote.

Hegseth has said that his faith
helped him, saying on the Cain
podcast that “Only by the grace
of God was I able to slowly but
surely undo that cycle.”

But Hegseth now disputes
that he ever struggled with his
drinking habits.

“First of all, I’ve never had a
drinking problem,” Hegseth
said Wednesday in an interview
on “The Megyn Kelly Show.”

“No one’s ever approached
me and said, ‘You should really
look at getting help for drinking.’
Never,” he said. He added that
he has never sought counseling
or other professional help for
drinking, “but I respect and ap-
preciate people who do.”

Hegseth added that the “two
J’s” — Jesus Christ and his cur-
rentwife, Jennifer—helped pull
him out of his issues. Hegseth
added he views the job of de-
fense secretary in similar fash-
ion to being deployed and would
not drink if confirmed.

Ongoing questions about the
extent of his drinking highlights
an issue that has historically
been relevant in the nomination
of defense secretary,including a
1989 Senate vote to reject John
Tower for the job amid allega-
tions of drinking and womaniz-
ing.

“We absolutely cannot have a
secretary of defense that gets
drunk on a regular basis,” Sen.
Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., said on
Tuesday, as Hegseth met with
Republicans on the Hill and
sought to calm concerns about
his viability.

Trump has stood by numer-

ous aides and appointees ac-
cused of sexual assault or indis-
cretion, but he has long dis-
dained the abuse of alcohol by
those around him dating back to
the death of his brother, Fred
Trump Jr., who suffered from
alcoholism and died from relat-
ed diseases at the age of 42.

A member of the military
found to be under the influence
of alcohol while on duty faces se-
rious potential consequences.
While the secretary of defense is
acivilian and not subject tothose
rules, the leader of the Pentagon
would be expected to set a lead-
ership example of temperance
or moderation, former senior
defense officials said.

Hegseth, who left the Army
National Guard as a major in
2021, initially gained public no-
tice in the political world as a
leading advocate for an inter-
ventionist military policy.

In Iraq, where he served in
2005-06, he said on Will Cain’s
podcast that an RPG hit his veh-
icle, adding that he would be
“dead as a doornail” if it had ex-
ploded. When he came home,
regular life felt “really dull and
really inconsequential and
really stupid” and it took time to
adjust. “Usually for me, at least,
it led to a bottle and that’s how
you manage it. But you can’t do
that forever, obviously, and
thank God for the grace of God,
otherwise a lot of guys would
never pull through.”

Cain asked Hegseth if he
drank heavily after returning
from war, and Hegseth respon-
ded, “Ohyeah.”

He deployed again in 2012,
serving in Afghanistan with the
National Guard.

By July 2012, Hegseth was
looking for the next chapter of
his life, and it was after his re-
turn that he became founding
presidentand CEO of CVA, orig-
inally known as Vets for Eco-
nomic Freedom.

Hegseth joined Fox as a week-
end hostin 2016, becoming a star
conservative commentator.
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Syrian insurgents capture central city of Hama

Associated Press

BEIRUT — Syrian insurgents
entered the central city of Hama
on Thursday after days of intense
clashes with government forces
as they push forward with their
weeklong offensive that brought
large parts of Syria under their
control.

The Syrian army said it has
withdrawn from Hama after in-
surgents broke through its de-
fenses marking another setback
for President Bashar Assad, days
after losing the country’s largest
city. The Syrian army said it rede-
ployed from Hama and took posi-
tions outside the city to protect ci-
vilians.

The insurgents’ next target is
likely to be the central city of
Homs, the country’s third largest.
Homs, which is about 25 miles
south of Hama, is the gate to the
capital Damascus, Assad’s seat of
power and the coastal region that
is a base of support for him.

Abu Mohammed al-Golani, the
de facto leader of the Syrian in-
surgency, announced in a video
message that the insurgency
reached Hama in a “conquering
that is not vengeful, but one of
mercy and compassion.”

The capture of Hama, Syria’s
fourth largest city, is another
blow to Assad days after insur-
gents captured much of the north-

ern city of Aleppo, the country’s
largest city.

Al-Golani is the leader of the
most powerful insurgent group in
Syria, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham,
which long served as al-Qaida’s
branch in Syria and is considered
a terrorist group by the U.N. as
well as countries including the
U.S. He publicly toured the city of
Aleppo on Wednesday and spoke
about Hamaon Thursday froman
undisclosed location in what ap-
pears to be a video filmed with a
mobile phone.

On Thursday morning, Syrian
insurgents said they entered Ha-
ma after three days of intense
clashes with government forces

onits outskirts, part of an ongoing
offensive.

The Syrian army said in a state-
mentlaterthat anumber of troops
were Killed after resisting the in-
surgents for days. It accused the
attackers of relying on suicide at-
tackstobreak through the defens-
es of the city.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights—an
opposition war monitor—said af-
terfierce battlesinside Hama, op-
position gunmen now control the
police command headquarters in
the city as well as the sprawling
air base and the central prison
from where hundreds of detai-
nees were set free.

Secret Service admits
failings, vows to improve

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The acting
director of the Secret Service said
Thursday that the agency is “re-
organizing and reimagining” its
culture and how it operates fol-
lowing an assassination attempt
against Donald Trump on the
campaign trail.

Members of a bipartisan
House task force investigating
the attempt on Trump’s life
pushed Ronald Rowe on how the
agency’s staffers could have
missed such blatant security vul-
nerabilities leading up to that day
in July.

Rowe promised accountability
for what he called the agency’s
“abject failure” to secure the rally
in Butler, Pa., where a gunman
opened fire from a nearby build-
ingonJuly13. Trump was wound-
ed in the ear, one rallygoer was
killed, and two others were
wounded.

Another assassination attempt
on Trump in Florida two months
later contributed to the agency’s
troubles.

The task force’s inquiry is one
of a series of investigations and
reports into the Pennsylvania
shooting that have faulted the

agency for planning and commu-
nications failures. Already, the
fallout has included the resigna-
tion of the agency’s previous di-
rectorand changesthatincreased
Secret Service protections for
Trump before the Republican
won the November election.

During the hearing, Rowe was
repeatedly asked by lawmakers
how problems so obvious in hind-
sight were allowed to happen, in-
cluding communications difficul-
ties between the Secret Service
and local law enforcement and
the building overlooking the rally
being left unprotected.

Rep. Jason Crow, a Colorado
Democrat and a former Army
Ranger, questioned Rowe about
the agency’s culture and why so
many things went wrong that day
“yet nobody said anything.”

Rowe said the agency used to
have a culture where every agent
feltempowered to speak up when
they felt something wasn’t right.

“I don’t know where we lost
that,” he said. “We have to get
back to that.”

Rowe said the agency is putting
a much stronger emphasis on
training and on doing more regu-
lar after-action reviews of events.

Gunman who killed CEO
left message on his ammo

Associated Press

NEW YORK — The masked
gunman who stalked and Kkilled
the leader of one of the largest
U.S. health insurance compa-
nies outside a Manhattan hotel
used ammunition emblazoned
withthe words “deny,” “defend”
and “depose,” two law enforce-
ment officials said Thursday.

The words were written in
permanent marker, according
to one of the officials, who were
not authorized to publicly dis-
cussdetails of the ongoing inves-
tigation and spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on the condition of
anonymity.

UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thompson, S0, died in a dawn
ambush Wednesday as he
walked to the company’s annual
investor conference at a Hilton
hotel in Midtown, blocks from
tourist draws like Radio City
Music Hall and the Museum of
Modern Art. The reason behind
the killing remained unknown,
butinvestigators believe it was a
targeted attack.

The message left on the am-
munition echoes the phrase “de-
lay, deny, defend,” which is
commonly used by attorneys

and insurance industry critics to
describe tactics used to avoid
paying claims. It refers to insur-
ers delaying payment, denying a
claim and then defending their
actions. Health insurers like
UnitedHealthcare have become
frequent targets of criticism
from doctors and patients for
complicating access to care.

Investigators recovered sev-
eral 9 mm shell casings from
outside the hotel and a cellphone
from the alleyway through
which the shooter fled.

The killing and the shooter’s
movements in the minutes be-
fore and afterward were cap-
tured on some of the multitudes
of security cameras present in
that part of the city.

The hunt for the shooter
brought New York City police
Thursday morning to at least
two hostels on Manhattan’s Up-
per West Side, based on a tip that
the suspected shooter may have
stayed at one of the residences,
according to a second law en-
forcement official briefed on the
investigation, who requested
anonymity because they were
not authorized to discuss the on-
going search.
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Teacher dies after bite
from bat in classroom

c DOSPALOS— A cen-

tral California teach-
er died last month after she was
bitten by a bat inside her class-
room that presumably had ra-
bies, officials and the woman’s
friend said.

In the wake of Leah Seneng’s
deathonNov. 22, public health of-
ficials are warning the public
about the dangers of bats, which
are the most common source of
human rabies in the United
States. Even though fewer than
10 people in the country die from
rabies each year, it is almost al-
ways fatal if not treated quickly.

Seneng, 60, found a bat in her
classroom in mid-October, her
friend Laura Splotch told KFSN-
TV. She tried to scoop it up and
take it outside but it bit her,
Splotch said.

Seneng did not immediately
have symptoms of rabies but she
fell ill weeks later and was taken
tothe hospital, where she was put
into a medically-inducted coma
and died days later, Splotch told
the TV station.

Police: 3 killed and 5
wounded at house party

I CHICAGO — Eight peo-
ple were shot, three of
them fatally, when gunfire erupt-
ed Monday during a house party
in Chicago, sending screaming
people fleeing from the home, au-
thorities and a witness said.
Officers responded about 2:10
p-m. and found that eight people
had been shot during a “social
gathering” at the home in the
city’s southwest Chicago Lawn
neighborhood, said Chicago’s po-
lice Chief of Patrol Jon Hein.
He said the victims were four

men and four women between
the ages of 20 and 35.

It’s not the first time police
have been called to the home,
Hein said, and a neighbor who
lives onthe block, El Towers, said
parties are often hosted there.

Mayor ditches Dems, will
run as an independent

M DETROIT — Detroit

Mayor Mike Duggan
says he is ditching his longtime
affiliation with the Democratic
Party and will launch a run for
Michigan governor as an inde-
pendentin 2026.

“It’scleartomethattherearea
lot of people in this country who
are tired of both parties and tired
of the system,” Duggan said in an
interview on Tuesday. “And so I
want to offer people a choice.”

Duggan, 66, is credited by
many for leading Detroit after it
emerged from bankruptcy to be-
come a thriving, more vibrant
city. Hehopestosucceed popular
Democratic Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer, who is term-limited
under Michigan law.

The mayor’s decision comesin
the midst of areckoning for Dem-
ocratsin Michigan, one of ahand-
ful of swing states that helped
propel former President Donald
Trump to victory in November.

Court: Anti-abortion law
can mostly be enforced

I BOISE — A federal ap-
peals court Monday
ruled thatmost of Idaho’s first-in-
the-nation law that makes it ille-
gal to help minors get an abortion
without the consent of their par-
ents can take effect while a law-
suit challenging its constitution-
ality continues.
The decision by the 9th U.S.

Circuit Court of Appeals said the
statute’s prohibition on helping a
minor get an abortion by harbor-
ing and transporting them with
the intent to conceal the proce-
dure from the minor’s parents is
likely to be found constitutional
and can be enforced.

Part of the law remains
blocked, however. That means
prosecutors, for now, will not be
able to charge a person with
“recruiting” or influencing a mi-
nor to have an abortion.

Abortion is banned in Idaho at
all stages of pregnancy, and the
lawenactedin 2023 was designed
to prevent minors from getting
abortions in states where the pro-
cedure is legal if they don’t have
their parents’ permission.

Supporters of the law have
calleditan “abortion trafficking”
ban. Opponents have said it is an
unconstitutional prohibition on
interstate travel and free speech
rights.

Council bans ‘props’ such
as US flag, Constitution

N EDISON — A New Jer-
sey township council’s
decision to bar people from using
“props” — which officials have
said caninclude the U.S. flag and
Constitution — when addressing
the council has drawn protests
and a warning from a free speech
advocacy organization.

The Edison Township council
last week adopted an ordinance
aimed at improving decorum in
sometimes raucous public meet-
ings. The rules also bar the wear-
ing of costumes or non-medical
masks, use of offensive or abu-
sive language and disruptive be-
havior. They alsolimitcomments
from individuals to four minutes
and eliminate rebuttal com-
ments.

“To consider the American
flag and the Constitution a prop
when someone raises it is an in-
sult to what the flag is, what the
flag stands for and what this
country is,” resident Maryann
Hennessey said at the meeting
where the new rules were ap-
proved, MyCentralJersey re-
ported.

Council President Nishith Pa-
tel said the rules were “not about
limiting free speech but about
maintaining order and ensuring
respectful, focused debates.”

Ex-ballerina gets 20

years for manslaughter
FL BRADENTON — A
former Florida balleri-

nahasbeensentencedto20years
in prison following her man-
slaughter conviction for fatally
shooting her estranged husband
in 2020.

Manatee County court records
show Circuit Judge Matt Whyte
imposed the sentence Tuesday
on Ashley Benefield, 32, after re-
jecting her request for anew trial
based on allegations of juror mis-
conduct.

Benefield contended that she
killed her estranged husband,
Doug Benefield, S8, in self-de-
fense during an argument at her
house in the Bradenton, Fla., ar-
ea. The Benefields were co-foun-
ders of the American National
Ballet and Ashley Benefield is a
former dancer.

She had been charged with
second-degree murder, but the
jurors opted for a lesser man-
slaughter offense after nearly
seven hours of deliberations in
July.

Ashley Benefield’s attorney
has said she will appeal the con-
viction and sentence.

— From wire reports
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Army looks to end RAC debut with title

Associated Press

Army’s goal every year is to
reach December with a chance
to win a trophy by beating Navy.

The Commander in Chief’s
Trophy will indeed be on the
line when the Black Knights and
Midshipmen meet Dec. 14 in
one of college football’s famed
rivalry games.

But this season, Army can
pick up some additional hard-
ware along the way.

The No. 24 Black Knights
(10-1, 8-0, No. 24 CFP) can finish
off a smashing debut in the
American Athletic Conference
by winning the conference title
with a victory over Tulane (9-3,
7-1) on Friday night on their
home field in West Point, N.Y.

“There’s only 18 teams play-
ing this week for a champion-
ship. There will only be nine
winners. It’s a blessing to be in
the position,” Army cornerback
Jaydan Mayes said. “I think ev-
erybody would rather be on this
end of the spectrum than on the
other end, waiting around to
play Navy and watching what

could have happened for our
team.”

The Black Knights went un-
defeated in their first season in
the AAC and are playing for a
conference title for the first
time. Army played in Confe-
rence USA from 1998-2004 and
had otherwise been an indepen-
dent.

Quarterback Bryson Daily
was the league’s offensive
player of the year and goes into
the title game with a chance to
break the AAC record for rush-
ing touchdowns in a season. Jeff
Monken was voted coach of the
year.

The reward is a matchup with
a Green Wave team playing in
their third straight AAC title
game. Tulane enters off a 34-24
home loss to Memphis on
Thanksgiving that ended its 17-
game winning streak in confe-
rence games, and its hopes of
hosting the championship.

Coach Jon Sumrall didn’t ex-
pect the disappointment to lin-
ger.

“We’ve got a chance to play in

a conference championship. If
we’re not focused, then shame
on us,” he said, adding he told
his team of 18 all-conference se-
lections that he doesn’t remem-
ber individual honors.

“I do remember which teams
won championships. Like, the
championship teams I’ve been a
part of, I remember that forev-
er,” Sumrall said. “Like, I'll be
7S years old and laying around
and unable to function and I'll
remember the championship
teams I was part of. That’s dif-
ferent. It means something. It’s
different. And so if we’re not fo-
cused and excited about that op-
portunity, we’ve got a problem.
Need a heart transplant if we
ain’t ready for that.”

The Green Wave split their
appearances in the last two AAC
championship games, beating
UCF in 2022 before falling to
SMU last year, both at home.

The Black Knights came
along and rolled through their
first time in the conference, los-
ing only to Notre Dame at Yan-
kee Stadium and snatching the

No. 1 seed that had belonged to
Tulane in the previous two sea-
sons. But perhaps in part be-
cause of all their late-season ex-
perience — the Green Wave
beat Southern California in the
2023 Cotton Bowl after winning
the AAC championship — the
visitors are listed as 4Y2-point
favorites by BetMGM.

“This is a game they’ve
played in. They’ve got people
that have been part of the confe-
rence championship game,”
Monken said. “This is our first
time, so this is a new experience
for our guys and it’s exciting,
but we’re going to have to play
very good football if we’re going
to have a chance to win.”

Strange schedule

With the Midshipmen match-
up still to come, Army will ap-
pear in a conference champion-
ship game before it plays its fi-
nal regular-season game. Both
teams beat Air Force this sea-
son, guaranteeing the Com-
mander in Chief’s Trophy to the
winner.

Boise State near playofifs 14 years after loss to Nevada

Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — First-year
Boise State coach Spencer Da-
nielson didn’t have much to say
earlier this week about the No.
10 Broncos’ opportunity to crash
the expanded 12-team College
Football Playoff field.

It was a surprisingly toned-
down response given how en-
thusiastic he seems about ev-
erything else in life.

But then again, given what
happened in 2010, the last time
Boise State was this close to tast-
ing the playoffs, few in Idaho’s
capital city want to talk about it
either.

Maybe it’s fear of jinxing it or
— even worse — witnessing
history repeat itself when
Boise State hosts UNLYV in the
Mountain West championship

game Friday night.

“Do we have to talk about that
game?” former Boise State and
NFL receiver Austin Pettis said
with a chuckle this week when
asked about the one blight on the
Broncos’ schedule that season.

That game — Boise State’s
regular-season finale against
the Colin Kaepernick-led Neva-
da on Nov. 26, 2010 — is the one
that spoiled a perfect season,
snapped a 24-game winning
streak and squelched an oppor-
tunity for the school’s most tal-
ented team to crash the then-
BCS championship game be-
tween the two top-ranked
teams.

“It’s one of those games I
think about ... once or twice a
year,” said former defensive
lineman Billy Winn, who played

on that Boise State team and lat-
er in the NFL.

The Broncos entered that
weekend No. 3, behind only Ore-
gon and Auburn. A stumble by
either team could’ve enabled
the Broncos to break the glass
ceiling for a team outside the
power conferences.

“I do believe that would’'ve
been our national championship
year,” said Winn, who was one
of 12 Boise State players on that
roster drafted to the NFL, five
more than eventual national
champion Auburn. “I'm not
sure if the voters would’ve tried
to keep us out, but we thought
that spot was ours for the tak-
ing.”

But as painful as that memory
is for the players on that team,
they see plenty of similarities

with the 2024 edition of Broncos.

“The mentality that Daniel-
son is instilling within the pro-
gram is similar to what we had
when we were playing there,”
said Pettis, who spent four sea-
sons with the St. Louis Rams.
“And that’s been shown in how
they play on the field this year.”

Whether Boise State buries
the pain of the past on Friday ,
under Danielson the Broncos
seem to have recaptured the es-
sence of what made the pro-
gram dominant from 2006 to
2013 when it went 104-12.

“Danielson understands that
football is more than just having
the best players,” Pettis said.
“It’s about going through the
fire with your brothers and
knowing how to do that togeth-
er.”



Thursday, December 5, 2024

e STRIPES LITE °

Pace 7

Heat break team assist record in rout of Lakers

Associated Press

MIAMI — Tyler Herro
scored 21 of his 31 points in the
third quarter and the Miami
Heat set a franchise record for
assists in beating the Los An-
geles Lakers 134-93 on Wednes-
day night.

The Heat had 42 assists, one
more than the previous mark of
41 against Portland on March
29. They tied another franchise
record with 24 3-pointers, and
the 41-point margin of victory
was the third-biggest in team
history.

Jimmy Butler scored 17
points and Bam Adebayo had 14
points, 10 rebounds and seven
assists for Miami.

LeBron James scored 29
points for the Lakers, who have
lost six of eight — their last two
by a combined 70 points. Rui
Hachimura added 14 for Los
Angeles.

James’ 3-pointer with 8:55
left in the third quarter was the
2,451st of his career, breaking a
tie with Kyle Korver for No. 7
all-time.

Celtics 130, Pistons 120:
Jaylen Brown had 28 points
with nine assists and Kristaps
Porzingis added 26 points and
nine rebounds to lead host Bos-
ton to its ninth victory in 10
games, a victory over Detroit.

Derrick White had 14 points
and 11 assists and Payton
Pritchard scored 19 points off
the bench for the Celtics. Boston
scored 12 straight to take an 18-4
lead less than four minutes into
the game and led by 20.

The Celtics held a double-di-
git lead until the fourth quarter,
when the Pistons hit four
straight 3-pointers to come
within eight points, 109-101, and
force Boston coach Joe Mazzul-
la to put Brown back in. Detroit
cut it to five in the final minute
on Tobias Harris’ 3-pointer, but
Pritchard’s 3 sealed it.

Cade Cunningham had 27
points, 14 assists and nine re-
bounds for the Pistons. Harris
also scored 27 points, and Malik
Beasley had 23 off the bench.

Magic 106, 76ers 102:
Franz Wagner scored 35 points
and Jalen Suggs had 17 to lead
visiting Orlando to a win over
Philadelphia.

Wagner made 12 of 23 shots
from the floor with a 3-pointer
and converted all 10 free throws
to lead the Magic past the short-
handed 76ers.

Philadelphia’s Joel Embiid,
Paul George, Andre Drum-
mond and Kyle Lowry sat out
due to injuries or rest.

An expected Eastern Confe-
rence favorite in the preseason,

the Sixers dropped to S-1S.
Coach Nick Nurse said there
was a chance Embiid, who has
played only four games this sea-
son, could play Friday when the
teams play again in Philadel-
phia.

Nets 99, Pacers 90: Cam
Johnson scored 26 points, Nic
Claxton had 16 and host Brook-
lyn beat Indiana to end a three-
game losing streak.

Shake Milton had 1S points off
the bench for the Nets.

T.J. McConnell had 14 points
for the Pacers, and Tyrese Hali-
burton had 13. Indiana has lost
four in a row and seven of 10.

After the Pacers’ Pascal Sia-
kam scored four consecutive
points to tie it at 80 with 8:08 left,
Brooklyn responded with a 10-0
run — making it 90-80 on Jaylen
Wilson’s basket with S5:57 re-
maining.

Hawks 119, Bucks 104: Ja-
len Johnson had 23 points and 13
rebounds and visiting Atlanta
halted Milwaukee’s winning
streak at seven games.

De’Andre Hunter scored 20
points, Trae Young had 17, Bog-
dan Bogdanovic had 15, Onyeka
Okongwu had 13 and Zaccharie
Risacher had 12 as the Hawks
extended their winning streak
to five games. Clint Capela add-
ed 17 rebounds.

Giannis Antetokounmpo had
30 points and 10 rebounds to
lead the Bucks. Damian Lillard
added 25 points and Gary Trent
Jr. had 11 points off the bench.
Taurean Prince, the league’s
leading 3-point shooter, had
seven points in the first quarter
for Milwaukee, but didn’t score
again until late in the fourth, fin-
ishing with 10 points.

Atlanta improved to 12-11
while the Bucks slipped to 11-10.
The teams are neck-and-neck
for fifth place in the Eastern
Conference.

Timberwolves 108, Clippers
80: Julius Randle scored 16 of
his 20 points in the first quarter,
Anthony Edwards added 16 and
visiting Minnesota rolled to a
victory over Los Angeles.

Randle had all of his points in
the first half, including four 3-
pointers, to help the Timber-
wolves win their third straight
after losing four in a row. Min-
nesota was up by 27 at halftime
and its largest lead was 41 in the
second half.

Bones Hyland led the Clip-
pers with 18 points, including a
season-high five 3-pointers.
Derrick Jones Jr. scored 14
points.

Los Angeles had its nine-
game home winning streak
snapped.

Bruins defeat Blackhawks for third consecutive win

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Brad Marchand and Mor-
gan Geekie each scored two goals, and the
Boston Bruins beat the struggling Chicago
Blackhawks 4-2 on Wednesday night.

Boston posted its third consecutive win —
all in the past four days. It rallied for a 3-2
overtime victory against Detroit on Tuesday
night.

Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman stopped
20 shots against Chicago.

Alex Vlasic and Jason Dickinson scored
for the Blackhawks, who dropped their
fourth consecutive game. Petr Mrazek made
23 saves.

Maple Leafs 3, Predators 2: Auston Mat-
thews scored twice early in the third period

and host Toronto erased an early deficit to
win their third in a row, with a victory over
Nashville.

William Nylander also scored for the Ma-
ple Leafs, who got 22 saves from Joseph
Woll.

Mitch Marner chipped in three assists as
Toronto won for the 10th time in 12 games.

Golden Knights 4, Ducks 1: Shea Theo-
dore scored two goals for visiting Vegasin a
victory over Anaheim, which lost Trevor Ze-
grastoapotentially seriouslower-body inju-

William Karlsson and Alexander Holtz al-
so scored and Ilya Samsonov made 19 saves
for the division-leading Golden Knights,
whoimproved to 8-1-1 against the Pacific Di-

vision with their sixth win in eight games
overall. Vegas has beaten the Ducks in all
three meetings this season.

Jackson LaCombe scored and John Gib-
son stopped 30 shots for last-place Anaheim.

Kings 3, Stars 2: Warren Foegele scored
on a wraparound early in the third period,
and host Los Angeles rallied to beat Dallas.

Tanner Jeannot had a goal and an assist,
Joel Edmundson also scored, and David Rit-
tich made 26 saves as the Kings got their
fourth straight win after falling behind 2-0
midway through the first period.

Wyatt Johnston had a power-play goal,
Mason Marchment also scored, but the Stars
had their three-game win streak snapped.
Jake Oettinger made 15 saves.
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Creighton upsets No. 1-ranked Kansas

Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Pop Isaacs
helped unranked Creighton up-
set No. 1 Kansas 76-63 on
Wednesday night, scoring a sea-
son-high 27 points and match-
ing his career high with six 3-
pointers.

Kansas cut a 13-point deficit
to one early in the second half,
but Isaacs hit back-to-back 3s to
rebuild the lead as the Bluejays
(6-3) pulled away for their sec-
ond straight victory over a top-
ranked opponent. They
knocked off Connecticut 85-66
in Omaha in February.

The Jayhawks (7-1) lost a reg-
ular-season game against an un-
ranked nonconference oppo-
nent for the first time in three
years. Creighton had been in 16
straight Associated Press polls
before dropping out this week
following losses in three of its
previous four games.

Isaacs’ shooting display over-
shadowed what was supposed to
be the featured matchup be-
tween two of the nation’s best
big men, the 7-foot-1 Ryan Kalk-
brenner and the Jayhawks’ 7-2
Hunter Dickinson.

Kalkbrenner, @ who  had
missed the Bluejays’ previous
game because of a lower-body
injury, and Steven Ashworth
each scored 17 points.

The Jayhawks struggled of-
fensively and never led. Dajuan
Harris had 1S points and AJ
Storr and Zeke Mayo added 12
apiece for Kansas.

No. 6 lowa State 81, No. 5
Marquette 70: Keshon Gilbert
matched his season high with 24
points and the host Cyclones
beat the Golden Eagles.

Gilbert sustained a nose inju-
ry late in the game but returned
to help the Cyclones (6-1) finish.

Joshua Jefferson had 15
points and 12 rebounds for his
second double-double of the
season. Curtis Jones scored 14
points for his sixth consecutive
game with double-digit points
off the bench, and Dishon Jack-
son had 11 points, seven re-

bounds and two blocks.

Royce Parham led Marquette
(6-1) with 17 points, while Kam
Jones added 14 points on just 6-
for-21 shooting from the field.
Stevie Mitchell scored 13 points
and Demarius Owens added 11
points for the Golden Eagles.

No. 9 Duke 84, No. 2 Auburn
78: Freshman sensation Coop-
er Flagg had 22 points and 11 re-
bounds to help the host Blue
Devils push past the Tigers in
the SEC/ACC Challenge.

The preseason Associated
Press All-American had 16
points after halftime to help the
Blue Devils (6-2) hold off the Ti-
gers and fellow All-American
Johni Broome.

Broome had 20 points and 12
rebounds before fouling out
with 15 seconds left for the Ti-
gers (7-1), who missed seven
straight shots in the final 42
minutes. That helped Duke
keep tenuous control in front of
its rowdy home crowd.

Still, the SEC won the intra-
conference series in a 14-2
romp, with Duke and Clemson
registering the ACC’s lone wins.

No. 10 Alabama 94, No. 20
North Carolina 79: Mark Sears
scored 20 points, Aden Hollo-
way and Labaron Philon each
had 1S points and the visiting
Tide beat the Tar Heels in the
ACC-SEC Challenge.

Clifford Omoruyi and Der-
rion Reid each scored 11 points
and Grant Nelson had 10 points
to help the Crimson Tide (6-2)
beat three straight Top 25 oppo-
nents for the first time in three
seasons.

Freshman Ian  Jackson
scored a season-high 23 points,
RJ Davis had 18 and Seth Trim-
ble added 12 points for the Tar
Heels (4-4). They’ve lost three
in a row.

A 9-0 run early in the second
half pushed Alabama to a 52-38
lead on the way to what became
an 18-point spread.

No. 12 Oregon 68, Southern
Cal 60: Jackson Shelstad
scored 21 of his career-high 24
points after halftime and the

visiting Ducks beat the Trojans
in the Big Ten Conference debut
for both teams.

Shelstad made 12 of 14 free
throws and reserve Keeshawn
Barthelemey added 18 points on
4-for-S shooting from 3-point
range.

Oregon’s leading scorers,
Nate Bittle and TJ Bamba, each
had just five points. Bittle en-
tered averaging 14.6 per game,
and Bamba was averaging 13.

Oregon (9-0, 1-0) shot 21 of 55
(38.2%) from the field, includ-
ing 8 of 23 (34.8%) on 3s.

No. 13 Florida 87, Virginia
69: Walter Clayton scored 27
points, Alex Condon added 19
points and eight rebounds and
the host Gators beat the Cava-
liers in the SEC/ACC Challenge.

Clayton hit five 3-pointers, in-
cluding a four-point play in the
second half, as the Gators (9-0)
matched their best start since
the 2005-06 season. That one
ended with a national cham-
pionship. This one looks prom-
ising, especially considering
Florida has won every game by
at least 13 points.

Elijah Saunders led Virginia
with 19 points. Isaac McKneely
finished with 12 points, seven
boards and five assists.

No. 25 Uconn 76, No. 15
Baylor 72: Liam McNeeley
scored 17 points and the host
Huskies came back from an
early deficit to beat the Bears.

Solo Ball made two late free
throws and finished with 11
points as the Huskies iced the
game from the foul line. Samson
Johnson had 13 points for
UConn (6-3), the two-time de-
fending NCAA champion.

Robert Wright III had 22
points, Langston Love scored 16
and Norchad Omier finished
with 14 for Baylor (5-3), the 2021
national champion.

Aidan Mahaney hit a 3-point-
er and Tarris Reed Jr. had four
points in a 10-2 run to give the
Huskies an eight-point lead
with 7:48 left after UConn
trailed by double digits in the
first half.

Baylor scored the first seven
points and twice led by 11 before
the Huskies began to chip away.

No. 16 Memphis 81, Louisia-
naTech 71: PJ Haggerty had 23
points and seven steals as the
host Tigers put together a late
burst to escape with a victory.

Tyrese Hunter added 20
points and Colby Rogers scored
13 for Memphis (7-1), which
closed with an 18-8 run after the
game was tied. Haggerty made
all 12 of his free throws and add-
ed six assists and five rebounds.

Al Green led the Bulldogs
(7-2) with 18 points.

Louisiana Tech kept it close
throughout and was even with
Memphis at 63-all with seven
minutes left before the Tigers
took over down the stretch.

Mississippi State 90, No. 18
Pittsburgh 57: KeShawn Mur-
phy scored a season-high 20
points and the host Bulldogs led
from start to finish in thumping
the Panthers in the SEC/ACC
Challenge.

Mississippi State (7-1) opened
a 35-point advantage in the sec-
ond half and was never threat-
ened. Michael Nwoko had his
first double-double of the sea-
son with a career-high 18 points
and 11 rebounds.

Jaland Lowe led Pittsburgh
(7-2) with 19 points and Brandin
Cummings added 12 for the
Panthers, who shot 31% and
were outrebounded 49-27.

No. 24 San Diego State 84,
Fresno State 62: Magoon
Gwath had career highs of 25
points and 10 rebounds and the
host Aztecs beat the Bulldogs in
the Mountain West Conference
opener for both teams.

San Diego State (5-2) has won
11 straight against Fresno State
(3-5), including seven in a row
in Fresno.

Gwath, a 7-foot freshman for-
ward, shot 10-for-13 from the
floor, made three of the Bull-
dogs’ seven 3-pointers and
blocked two shots.

Mykell Robinson had 20
points and 10 rebounds for Fres-
no State.
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