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Divers find Osprey wreckage, remains

Associated Press

TOKYO — U.S. and Japanese
divers have discovered wreck-
age and remains of crew mem-
bers from a U.S. Air Force Os-
prey aircraft that crashed last
week off southwestern Japan,
the Air Force announced Mon-

day.
The CV-22 Osprey carrying
eight American personnel

crashed last Wednesday off Ya-
kushima island during a training
mission. The body of one victim
was recovered and identified
earlier, while seven others re-
mained missing.

The Air Force Special Oper-
ations Command said the re-
mains were being recovered and
their identities have yet to be de-
termined.

“The main priority is bringing
the Airmen home and taking
care of their family members.
Support to, and the privacy of,
the families and loved ones im-
pacted by this incident remains
AFSOC’stop priority,” itsaidina
statement.

The U.S. military identified
the one confirmed victim as Air
Force Staff Sgt. Jacob “Jake”

Galliher of Pittsfield, Mass., on
Saturday. Galliher, 24, was a di-
rectsupportoperator assigned to
43rd Intelligence Squadron, De-
tachment 1, Operating Location -
Alpha, 363rd Intelligence, Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance
Wing, according to a statement
from Air Force Special Oper-
ations Command.

Galliher, who joined the Air
Force in 2017, was found near an
empty, 20-person life raft and
what appeared to be aircraft
wreckage, a coast guard spokes-
man said by phone hours after
the crash. It’s customary in Ja-
pan for some government offi-
cialstospeaktothemediaoncon-
dition of anonymity.

His body was returned to the
U.S. military on Thursday after-
noon, a coast guard news release
said.

On Monday, divers from the
Japanese navy and U.S. military
spotted what appeared to be the
front section of the Osprey, along
with possibly five of the missing
crew members, Japan’s NHK
public television and other
media reported.

Japanese navy officials de-

clined to confirm the reports,
saying they could not release de-
tails without consent from the
U.s.

The U.S.-made Osprey is a hy-
brid aircraft that takes off and
landslike a helicopter but canro-
tate its propellers forward and
cruise much faster, like an air-
plane, during flight.

Ospreys have had a number of
crashes, including in Japan,
where they are used at U.S. and
Japanese military bases, and the
latest accident rekindled safety
concerns.

Japan has suspended all
flights of its own fleet of 14 Os-
preys. Japanese officials say
they have asked the U.S. military
to resume Osprey flights only af-
ter ensuring their safety.

The Pentagon said no such for-
mal request has been made and
that the U.S. military is contin-
uing tofly 24 MV-22s, the Marine
version of Ospreys, deployed on
the southern Japanese island of
Okinawa.

On Sunday, pieces of wreck-
age that Japan's coast guard and
local fishing boats have collected
were handed overtothe U.S. mil-

itary for examination, coast
guard officials said. Japan’s mil-
itary said debris it has collected
would also be handed over to the
US.

Coast guard officials said the
recovered pieces of wreckage in-
clude parts of the aircraft and an
inflatable life raft but nothing re-
lated to the cause of the crash,
such as an engine.

Local witnesses reported see-
ing fire coming from one of the
engines.

UndertheJapan-U.S. Status of
Forces Agreement, Japanese au-
thorities are not given the right to
seize or investigate U.S. military
property unless the U.S. decides
otherwise. That means it will be
practically impossible for Japan
to independently investigate the
cause of the accident.

The agreement has often
made Japanese investigations
difficultin criminal cases involv-
ing American service members
on Okinawa and elsewhere, and
hasbeen criticized as unequal by
rights activists and others, in-
cluding Okinawa Gov. Denny
Tamaki, who has called for a re-
vision.

Fire aboard Navy ship sends 12 sailors to hospital

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — An electrical fire
aboard a guided-missile de-
stroyer sent a dozen sailors to
the hospital Friday, and dam-
age to the ship is still being as-
sessed, according to the Navy.

The USS Howard was an-
chored at its Yokosuka home-
port when a minor electrical
fire in the main engine room
was “reported and extin-
guished Friday morning,” De-

stroyer Squadron 1S spokes-
man Lt. j.g. Ronan Williams
said by phone and email Mon-
day.

The sailors were sent to U.S.
Naval Hospital Yokosuka for
evaluation, and seven were dis-
charged that day in good condi-
tion, he said. Five remained at
the hospital overnight but were
discharged in good condition
Saturday.

The fire’s cause is still under
investigation and damage to the
Howard is still being assessed,

Williams said.

The blaze happened nearly
four months after the destroyer
sustained a “soft grounding”
while deployed on Aug. 10.

The ship was en route to Bali,
Indonesia, for a scheduled port
visit when watch standers alert-
ed that it had grounded.

The ship was ultimately able
to resume ‘“normal operations
under its own power and pro-
pulsion” and there were no in-
juries, 7th Fleet spokesman Lt.
Luka Bakic said by email at the

time.

Nine days later, the Howard’s
skipper, Cmdr. Kenji Igawa,
was relieved for a “loss of confi-
dence in his ability to com-
mand.”

Bakic, at the time, would not
confirm whether the firing was
related to the ship’s grounding.

Igawa was temporarily re-
placed by Capt. Edward Angeli-
nas, who in turn handed the re-
ins to Cmdr. Cameron Dennis,
the Howard’s current com-
mander.
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Civilian engineer sues Navy for assault

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

A civilian engineer serving on
a Navy transportation vessel
has filed a lawsuit claiming she
was sexually assaulted by the
ship’s captain in her bed — an
attack she said the service could
have prevented with adequate
security and safety policies.

The ship, part of the Navy’s
Military  Sealift Command,
lacked oversight of the captain’s
use of a master key code that
gave him complete access to the
vessel, according to the 31-page
lawsuit filed Wednesday in the
U.S. District Court of New Jer-
sey. The ship also lacked work-
ing security cameras, kept in-
complete logs of crew members
coming and going from the ves-
sel, and the command’s staff de-
terred crew members from re-
porting sexual assaults.

The suit also claims the ship’s
captain was known among the
crew for having an alcohol prob-
lem, missed work because of it,
and drank alcohol on the ship,
which violated policy.

The captain is a civilian who
is not named in the suit. The en-
gineer, Elsie Dominguez, is
seeking a jury trial in her civil
case. However, she is also
awaiting the outcome of a crimi-
nal report that she filed earlier
this year with Navy investiga-
tors.

“She wants to create systemic
change in the industry to make
it safer for all mariners,” said
Christine Dunn, an attorney for
Dominguez. “She wants to em-
power other mariners who have
gone through something similar
to feel comfortable coming for-
ward. Things cannot change un-
less you shine a light on them,
and so she wants to help do
that.”

Dominguez, 2014 graduate of
the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy, was working as the
first assistant engineer aboard

the USNS Carson City, an expe-
ditionary fast transport vessel,
in December 2021 when she
said the ship’s captain used a
master key code to access her
private room overnight and
rape her in her bed.

The Navy failed to care for
and protect her when she re-
ported the attack the next morn-
ing using the proper reporting
procedures, according to the
suit.

The Navy’s Military Sealift
Command operates 130 civilian-
crewed ships that replenish Na-
vy ships, conduct special mis-
sions, and strategically move
and preposition cargo at sea
around the world, said Tom Van
Leunen, command spokesman.
The workforce is comprised of
5,547 civilian mariners working
aboard ships, 1,434 civilians in
shore jobs, 347 active-duty ser-
vice members and 956 reserv-
ists.

The Carson City is a catama-
ran with a flight deck for heli-
copter operations and a loading
ramp to enable vehicles to drive
on and off the ship quickly.

Van Leunen declined to com-
ment on the ongoing litigation,
but said the command takes
sexual assault seriously and re-
mains committed to a safe and
respectful environment for all
personnel.

“We firmly hold our crews ac-
countable for their actions, pro-
mote a culture of trust, respect,
and zero tolerance towards any
form of misconduct or abuse
within our ranks,” he said.

Before filing the lawsuit,
Dunn filed an administrative
complaint with the Navy on
Dominguez’s behalf. The Navy
responded this is a worker’s
compensation issue, Dunn said.

“We think that’s a pretty
shocking position to take be-
cause worker’s comp is really
intended to cover injury sus-
tained in performance of one’s

duties. So, the Navy has to suc-
cessfully argue when a person
goes to work aboard a U.S. Navy
vessel, they should expect that
being raped in their bed while
they lie there unconscious is a
part of their work duties,” the
attorney said.

Dominguez reported her as-
sault to Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service in June and the
case is now with the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Office of Hu-
man Rights and Special Prose-
cutions to determine whether
criminal charges will be filed
against the captain, said Ryan
Melogy, an attorney represent-
ing Dominguez for the criminal
investigation.

On the night that Dominguez
said she was raped, she believes
someone drugged her while at a
bar in Brindisi, Italy, where the
ship was docked. After one beer
and one shot, she felt overly in-
toxicated and required two peo-
ple to bring her back on the ship
to her room, where she was left
alone and unconscious, accord-
ing to court documents. During
the night, the captain of the ship
entered her room using a mas-
ter key code and raped her, she
claims.

“lI am so embarrassed by
what I did to you that I do not
even have the strength to see
you face to face ... I hope that so-
meday you can forgive me. You
have a very special place in my
heart and I appreciate you very
much. Perhaps more than I
should. I wish you the best,” the
captain wrote to Dominguezina
text message the next day, ac-
cording to court documents.

Dominguez attempted to geta
drug test, but she said she need-
ed the captain’s permission to
do so and felt the captain threat-
ened to derail her career when
she asked for permission. She
then found sexual-assault re-
porting instructions online and
called the command’s sexual as-

sault response coordinator
through a helpline. Dominguez
said she asked the advocate to
make a restricted report that
would prevent personally iden-
tifying information from being
sent to her chain of command.
She was told she could not.

Instead, the advocate told
Dominguez that her only option
was unrestricted reporting,
which meant she would be re-
moved from her job immediate-
ly and flown from Italy to the
United States where she would
be interviewed by federal law
enforcement agents and forced
into a public process.

The advocate also told Dom-
inguez that she would not be al-
lowed to return to work for the
command until the criminal in-
vestigation closed, which could
take more than a year.

“When Ms. Dominguez told
the civilian victim advocate that
the process she was describing
sounded like she was going to
lose her job for reporting a rape,
the civilian victim advocate told
her that was correct,” according
to the lawsuit.

Military Sealift Command
follows guidance from the De-
fense Department’s Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response
Office and federal law that only
allows for restricted reporting
for military personnel and their
adult dependents, Van Leunen
said.

“Unrestricted reporting al-
lows victims to receive medical
treatment, advocacy services,
legal support, and eligibility for
expedited transfer. In addition,
unrestricted reporting allows
victims of sexual assault to re-
port retaliation in the [Sexual
Assault Prevention and Re-
sponse] program,” he said.

The lawsuit contends these
options were not presented to
Dominguez, and instead she
feared her career would be si-
delined.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.



Monday, December 4, 2023

e STRIPES LITE °

Pace 3

Israel orders evacuations from south

Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza
Strip — Israel’s military re-
newed calls Monday for mass
evacuations from the southern
town of Khan Younis, where
tens of thousands of displaced
Palestinians have sought refuge
in recent weeks, as it widened
its ground offensive and bom-
barded targets across the Gaza
Strip.

The expanded operations,
following the expiration of a
weeklong cease-fire, are aimed
at eliminating Gaza’s Hamas
rulers, whose Oct. 7 attack into
Israel triggered the deadliest
Israeli-Palestinian violence in
decades. The war has already
killed thousands of Palestinians
and displaced over three-
fourths of the territory’s popu-
lation of 2.3 million people, who
are running out of safe places to
go.
Already under mounting
pressure from its top ally, the
United States, Israel appears to
be racing to strike a death blow
against Hamas — if that’s pos-
sible, given the group’s deep
roots in Palestinian society —
before any new cease-fire. But
the mounting toll of the fighting,
which Palestinian health offi-
cials say has Kkilled several
hundred civilians since the
truce ended on Friday, is likely
to further increase internation-
al pressure to return to the ne-
gotiating table.

It could also render even
larger parts of the isolated terri-

tory uninhabitable.

Airstrikes and the ground of-
fensive have transformed much
of the north, including large ar-
eas in Gaza City, into a rubble-
filled wasteland. Around 2 mil-
lion people are now crowded in-
to the 90 square miles that make
up Gaza’s south, where Israel’s
focus is starting to shift.

As Israel calls for more areas
to be evacuated, it’s not clear
where people can go. Already
shelters are overwhelmed, and
both Israel and neighboring
Egypt have refused to accept
any refugees.

Residents said Monday they
heard airstrikes and explosions
in and around Khan Younis
overnight after the military
dropped leaflets warning peo-
ple to relocate farther south to-
ward the border with Egypt.
The military has ordered the
evacuation of nearly two dozen
neighborhoods in and around
the town.

Later in the day, the military
warned civilians to avoid the
main north-south highway be-
tween Khan Younis and the
central town of Deir al-Balah,
saying the road had become a
“battlefield” and was “extreme-
ly dangerous.” That indicated
Israeli troops were approach-
ing Khan Younis from the
northeast, possibly with plans to
cut off central Gaza from the
south.

Al-Jazeera television aired
footage of medics rescuing peo-
ple wounded by what appeared

to have been a strike on a car on
that stretch of highway. An Is-
raeli tank could be seen just up
the road.

Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari,
the Israeli military spokesman,
said the army is pursuing Ha-
mas with “maximum force” in
the north and south, and said it
was trying to minimize harm to
civilians.

He pointed to a map that di-
vides southern Gaza into dozens
of blocks in order to give “pre-
cise instructions” to residents
on where to evacuate.

Many Palestinians, however,
have ignored past evacuation
orders, saying they do not feel
any safer in the areas where
they are told to seek refuge —
which have also been repeated-
ly bombed. The military has
meanwhile barred those who
fled the north from returning,
even during the cease-fire.

“The level of human suffer-
ing 1is intolerable,” Mirjana
Spoljaric, the president of the
International Committee of the
Red Cross, said during a rare
visit to Gaza. She also called for
the immediate release of scores
of hostages captured by Palesti-
nian militants during the Oct. 7
attack.

Rising toll

The Health Ministry in Ha-
mas-run Gaza said the death
toll in the territory since Oct. 7
has surpassed 15,500, with
more than 41,000 wounded. The
ministry does not differentiate

between civilian and combatant
deaths, but said 70% of the dead
were women and children.

A Health Ministry spokes-
man asserted that hundreds
had been killed or wounded
since the cease-fire ended early
Friday. “The majority of vic-
tims are still under the rubble,”
Ashraf al-Qidra said.

The Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospi-
tal in Deir al-Balah received 32
bodies overnight after Israeli
strikes across central Gaza, said
Omar al-Darawi, an adminis-
trative employee.

The military said aircraft
struck some 200 Hamas targets
overnight, with ground troops
operating “in parallel,” without
elaborating. It said troops in
northern Gaza uncovered a mil-
itant hideout in a school after
coming under attack. Inside,
they found two tunnel shafts,
one of which had been booby-
trapped, as well as explosives
and weapons, the military said.

It is not possible to indepen-
dently confirm battlefield re-
ports from either side.

Israel says it targets Hamas
operatives, not civilians, and
blames civilian casualties on
the militants, accusing them of
operating in residential neigh-
borhoods.

It adds that it takes measures
to protect civilians. In addition
to leaflets dropped over Gaza,
the military has used phone
calls and radio and TV broad-
casts to urge people to move
from specific areas.

China: US Navy ship ‘illegally intruded’

Associated Press

BEIJING — The Chinese mil-
itary said thatan American naval
ship had “illegally intruded” on
Mondayintowatersnearthe Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal, the site of a
hot territorial dispute between
China and the Philippines in the
South China Sea.

A Chinese naval force was mo-

bilized to track the USS Gabrielle
Giffords during the operation,
according to a statement from
the People’s Liberation Army
Southern Theater. The U.S. Na-
vy’s 7th Fleet said the ship “was
conducting routine operations in
international waters ... consis-
tent with international law.”
Chinese and Philippine naval

and coast guard ships have con-
fronted each other repeatedly
around the shoalinthe Spratly Is-
lands in recent months as China
tries to prevent the Philippines
from resupplying and repairing
a rusting warship that it inten-
tionally ran aground in 1999 to
serve as a military outpost.
Dwarfed by China’s military

into waters

might, the Philippines has sought
America’s help in its multiple
territorial disputes with China in
the South China Sea. President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. agreed to
an expansion of the U.S. military
presenceinthe country early this
year and launched joint sea and
air patrols with the United States
late last month.
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Congress told Ukraine funding running out

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration on Monday sent
Congress an urgent warning
aboutthe need to approve tens of
billions of dollars in military and
economic assistance to Ukraine,
saying Kyiv’s war effort to de-
fend itself from Russia’s inva-
sion may grind to a halt without
it.

InalettertoHouse and Senate
leaders and released publicly,
Office of Management and Bud-
get Director Shalanda Young
warned the U.S. will run out of
funding to send weapons and as-
sistance to Ukraine by the end of
the year, saying that would
“kneecap” Ukraine on the bat-
tlefield.

She added that the U.S. al-
ready has run out of money that
it has used to prop up Ukraine’s

economy, and “if Ukraine’s
economy collapses, they will not
be able to keep fighting, full
stop.”

“We are out of money — and
nearly out of time,” she wrote.

President Joe Biden has
sought a nearly $106 billion aid
package for Ukraine, Israel and
other needs, but it has faced a
difficult reception on Capitol
Hill, where there is growing
skepticism about the magnitude
of assistance for Ukraine and
where even Republicans sup-
portive of the funding are insist-
ing on U.S.-Mexico border poli-
cy changes to halt the flow of mi-
grants as a condition for the as-
sistance.

Meanwhile, the GOP-con-
trolled House has passed a
standalone assistance package
forIsrael, whichis fightingawar

with Hamas in Gaza, while the
White House has maintained
that all of the priorities must be
met.

Congress already has allocat-
ed $111 billion to assist Ukraine,
including $67 billion in military
procurement funding, $27 bil-
lion for economic and civil assis-
tance and $10 billion for human-
itarian aid. Young wrote that all
of it, other than about 3% of the
military funding, had been de-
pleted by mid-November.

The Biden administration has
said it has slowed the pace of
some military assistance to Kyiv
in recent weeks to try to stretch
supplies until Congress ap-
proves more funding.

“We are out of money to sup-
port Ukraine in this fight,”
Young wrote. “This isn’t a next
year problem. The time to help a

democratic  Ukraine fight
against Russian aggression is
right now. Itis time for Congress
toact.”

The letter followed a classi-
fied Capitol Hill briefing on Nov.
29 for the top House and Senate
leaders on the need for the assis-
tance. Defense and othernation-
al security officials briefed the
“bigfour” congressional leaders
as Congress is debating Biden’s
nearly $106 billion funding
package, which includes $61 bil-
lion for Ukraine but has become
snared by Republican demands
for U.S.-Mexico border security
changes.

“They were clear that Uk-
raine needs the aid soon — and
so does our military need the aid
soon,” Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview.

Biden’s Senate allies: Force
Israel to limit civilian deaths

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As a cease-
fire ticked down last week and Is-
rael prepared to resume its
round-the-clock airstrikes, Sen.
Bernie Sanders and a robust
group of Democratic senators
had amessage for their president:
They were done “asking nicely”
for Israel to do more to reduce ci-
vilian casualties in Gaza.

Lawmakers warned President
Joe Biden’s national security
team that planned U.S. aid to Is-
rael must be met with assurances
of concrete steps from Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu’s hard-right government.

“The truthis thatif asking nice-
ly worked, we wouldn’t be in the
position we are today,” Sanders
said in a floor speech. It was time
for the United States to use its
“substantial leverage” with its al-
ly, the Vermont senator said.

“And we all know what that lev-
erage is,” he said, adding, “the
blank-check approach must
end.”

With Biden’s request for a

nearly $106 billion aid package
for Ukraine, Israel and other na-
tional security needs hanging in
the balance, the senators’ tougher
line on Israel has gotten the White
House’s attention, and that of Is-
rael.

Lawmakers of both major polit-
ical parties for decades have em-
bracedthe U.S. role as Israel’s top
protector, and it’s all but incon-
ceivable that they would vote
down the wartime aid. The Dem-
ocratic lawmakers are adamant
that’s not their intent, as strong
supporters of Israel’s right of self-
defense against Hamas. But just
the fact that Democratic lawmak-
ers are making that link signals
the fractures in Congress amid
the scenes of suffering among be-
sieged Palestinian civilians.

Sanders and the Democratic
senators involved say they are
firm in their stand that Israel’s
military must adopt substantive
measurestolessencivilian deaths
in Gaza as part of receiving the
supplemental’s $14.3 billion in
U.S.aid.

Ex-ambassador charged with
serving as a mole for Cuba

Associated Press

MIAMI — A former American
diplomat who served as U.S. am-
bassador to Bolivia has been
charged with serving as a mole
for Cuba’s intelligence services
dating back decades, the Justice
Department said Monday.

Newly unsealed court papers
allege that Manuel Rocha en-
gaged in “clandestine activity”
on Cuba’s behalf since at least
1981, including by meeting with
Cuban intelligence operatives
and providing false information
to U.S. government officials
about his travels and contacts.

The complaint, filed in federal
court in Miami, charges Rocha
with crimes including acting as
an illegal agent of a foreign gov-
ernment and comes amid
stepped up Justice Department
criminal enforcement of illicit
foreign lobbying on U.S. soil. The
73-year-old had atwo-decade ca-
reerasaU.S. diplomat,including
top posts in Bolivia, Argentina
and the U.S. Interests Section in
Havana.

The charging document traces
Rocha’s illegal ties with Cuba’s
notoriously sophisticated intelli-
gence services to 1981, when he
first joined the State Depart-
ment, to well after his departure
from the federal government
more than two decades later.

The FBI learned about the re-
lationship last year and arranged
a series of undercover encoun-
ters with someone purporting to
be a Cuban intelligence oper-
ative, including one meeting in
Miami last year in which Rocha
said that he had been directed by
the government’s intelligence
services to “lead a normal life”
and had created the “legend,” or
artificial persona, “of a right-
wing person.”

“I always told myself, “The on-
ly thing that can put everything
we have done in dangeris —is....
someone’s betrayal, someone
who may have met me, someone
who may have known something
at some point,” ” Rocha said, ac-
cording to the charging docu-
ment.
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Border officials closing
remote port of entry

PHOENIX — So

many migrants are
crossing from Mexico into the
United States around remote
Lukeville that U.S. officials said
they will close the port of entry
there so the operations officials
who watch over vehicle and pe-
destrian traffic going both ways
can help Border Patrol agents
arrest and process the new ar-
rivals.

Customs and Border Protec-
tion announced Friday that the
temporary closure of the cross-
ing would start Monday as offi-
cials grapple with changing mi-
gration routes that have over-
whelmed Border Patrol agents
stationed there.

Arizona’s U.S. senators and
governor called the planned clo-
sure “unacceptable.”

The area around the desert
crossing has become a major
migration route in recent
months, with smugglers drop-
ping off people from countries
as diverse as Senegal, India and
China.

Most of them are walking into
the U.S. west of Lukeville
through gaps in the wall, then
heading east toward the official
border crossing to surrender to
the first agents they see in hopes
for a chance at asylum.

$25M state project to
remove aging dams

MA BOSTON — Eight

aging dams in cen-
tral and western Massachusetts
will be removed as part of a $25
million initiative announced
Friday by state environmental
officials.

Removing the dams will re-

store fish and other wildlife
habitats, increase biodiversity,
improve water quality, promote
climate resiliency and make
communities safer, officials
said.

The floods earlier this year
put a few dams at risk and
raised concerns the structures
may increasingly be at risk as
the region is hit by stronger and
wetter storms.

US looks to protect lynx
as habitat dwindles

M BILLINGS — U.S.

officials proposed a
$31 million recovery plan for
Canada lynx on Friday in a bid
to help the snow-dependent
wildcat species that scientists
have said could be wiped out in
parts of the contiguous U.S. by
the end of the century.

The proposal marks a sharp
turnaround from five years ago,
when officials in Donald
Trump’s presidency said lynx
had recovered and no longer
needed protection after their
numbers had rebounded in
some areas.

President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration in 2021 reached a legal
settlement with environmental
groups to retain threatened spe-
cies protections for lynx that
were first imposed in 2000.

Populations of the medium-
sized wildcats in New Hamp-
shire, Maine and Washington
state are most at risk as habitat
changes reduce populations of
their primary food, snowshoe
hares, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service documents indicate.

The recovery plan suggests
lynx could be moved into the
Yellowstone region of Montana,
Wyoming and Idaho — an area
they don’t currently occupy —

as a potential climate change
refuge.

25th case of anthrax
confirmed in cattle

N BISMARCK — A
new case of cattle
anthrax has been confirmed in
southwest North  Dakota’s
Grant County, bringing the
number of cases in the state to
25 this year, according to state
agriculture officials.

It’s the first case reported in
the state since August, all in
Grant County and neighboring
Hettinger and Adams counties,
the North Dakota Department
of Agriculture said in a news re-
lease put out Thursday. Those
cases have led to about 170 cat-
tle deaths, North Dakota State
Veterinarian Dr. Ethan An-
dress told The Bismarck Tri-
bune.

While it’s unusual to see a
case so late in the year, Agricul-
ture  Commissioner  Doug
Goehring said, the area has seen
unusually mild weather recent-
ly that has allowed cattle to re-
main on pastureland where an-
thrax thrives.

Remington gun factory
to close after 200 years

ILION — A gun fac-
tory in upstate New
York with a history stretching
back to the 19th century is
scheduled to close in March, ac-
cording to a letter from the com-
pany to union officials.
RemArms, the current ver-
sion of Remington Arms, will
close its facility in the Mohawk
Valley village of Ilion around
March 4, according to the letter
sent Thursday. The letter said
the company “did not arrive at

this decision lightly,” according
to the Observer-Dispatch of Ut-
ica.

The plant currently employs
about 270 workers, according to
union officials.

Remington, the country’s ol-
dest gun maker, began making
flintlock rifles in the region in
1816. The factory site in the vil-
lage dates to 1828, with many of
the current buildings construct-
ed early in the 20th century.

Egg suppliers will pay
$53M for price gouging

IN INDIANAPOLIS — A

federal jury in Illinois
ordered $17.7 million in damag-
es — an amount tripled to more
than $53 million under federal
law — to several food manufac-
turing companies who had sued
major egg producers over a con-
spiracy to limit the egg supply in
the U.S.

The jury ruled last week that
the egg producers used various
means to limit the domestic sup-
ply of eggs to increase the price
of products during the 2000s.
The time frame of the conspira-
cy was an issue throughout the
case; jurors ultimately deter-
mined damages occurred be-
tween 2004 and 2008.

The damages verdict was
reached Friday in the Northern
District of Illinois. According to
federal antitrust law, the dam-
ages are automatically tripled,
bringing the total to $53.1 mil-
lion.

Court documents on the ver-
dict were not readily available
Friday evening, but statements
from the manufacturers’ attor-
ney and one of the egg produc-
ers confirmed a total of about
$17.7 million.

— From Associated Press
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Purdy, Samuel power 49ers past Eagles

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Deebo
Samuel talked so much smack
after last season’s NFC cham-
pionship game, the box score
almost needed a doublecheck
to confirm that — yes, the 49ers
did indeed lose to the Eagles.

Samuel called one Eagles
cornerback “trash” and blis-
tered Philly as his “most-hat-
ed” team in the NFL. Just for
good measure, Samuel and
some teammates arrived Sun-
day dressed in black, perhaps a
knowing nod to the bleak day
ahead for the Eagles.

Samuel backed up his big
mouth with a blockbuster per-
formance that showed the
49ers have plenty of room left
to chase the No. 1 seed in the
NFC.

Brock Purdy threw for 314
yards and four touchdowns, Sa-
muel scored three TDs and Ea-
gles quarterback Jalen Hurts

was checked for a concussion
in San Francisco’s 42-19 win
over Philadelphia.

The fiery NFC championship
game rematch also featured
49ers’ touchdowns on six
straight possessions and a pair
of ejections that showed this
year’s title game might not run
again through Philly, after all.

“There wasn’t much to last
year with this,” 49ers coach
Kyle Shanahan said. “We were
just excited to come out here
and play a really good team and
play well and get a win.”

The 49ers (9-3) left Philly 10
months ago battered in the NFC
championship game behind in-
juries to Purdy and his backup,
and they never stood a chance
in a 31-7 loss. The 49ers spent
an offseason chirping at the
Birds — Samuel called James
Bradberry “trash” — and then
entered the Linc as a rare bet-
ting favorite against a 10-win

team at home.

“Talking trash, it’s part of the
game,” Samuel said. “Hopeful-
ly, no one took it to heart. It’s all
fun and games at the end of the
day.”

It wasn’t much fun for the
Eagles.

The Eagles (10-2) suffered a
scare when Hurts jogged off
the field in the fourth and went
straight to the locker room. He
was cleared to play and re-
turned to action.

It was not immediately clear
when Hurts was injured. He
declined to get into specifics of
the injury.

By the time last season’s NFL.
MVP runner-up returned, the
Eagles trailed 35-13 and were
on their way toward their first
home loss of the season. Hurts
did hit DeVonta Smith for a 2-
yard TD on his return drive. He
finished 26-for-45 passing for
298 yards.

Purdy put the finishing tou-
ches on the win with a 46-yard
TD to Samuel.

Perhaps all that braggadocio
paid off for the 49ers. Hard
feelings spilled into the game,
highlighted by a scrap in the
third quarter that got 49ers li-
nebacker Dre Greenlaw and
the the Eagles’ chief security
officer tossed.

Dom DiSandro, a constant
presence on the Eagles’ side-
line, pulled Greenlaw off Smith
after a reception. Greenlaw
popped up and reached over
two officials to touch DiSan-
dro’s face with a closed fist.

Greenlaw was ejected. DiS-
andro, a cult hero in Philly for
his ever-present backup when
Eagles are out in public, also
was told to leave and walked to
the locker room to a roaring
ovation.

“I love how we rallied after,”
Shanahan said.

LaPorta, Goff help lead Lions past reeling Saints

Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — For a rookie tight
end from a college program not known for
its offensive prowess, Sam LaPorta has
been a quick study in the NFL and is play-
ing a prominent role in what could be a
special season for the Detroit Lions.

LaPorta had career highs of nine catch-
es for 140 yards, including an early touch-
down and a crucial first-down snag in the
final minutes, and Detroit defeated the
reeling New Orleans Saints 33-28 on Sun-
day to post its best record through 12
games since 1962.

“I’'m as comfortable with him as anyone
I’ve ever played with,” Lions quarterback
Jared Goff said of LaPorta, a second-
round draft choice out of Iowa. “For a roo-
kie, it’s pretty tremendous. He’s such a
reliable guy and a guy I count on in those
crunch times. I know he’s a clutch player.”

The Saints lost quarterback Derek Carr
in the fourth quarter to back, shoulder and
head injuries after he was hit by defensive
lineman Bruce Irvin as he released a pass.
Irvin was penalized for driving the weight
of his body into Carr as they hit the turf.

Goff passed for 213 yards and two TDs

for the NFC North-leading Lions (9-3),
who raced to a three-touchdown lead and
then held off New Orleans’ comeback bid
that featured Chris Olave’s five catches
for 119 yards. The Saints (S-7) fell one
game behind first-place Atlanta in the
league’s weakest division, the NFC South.

Packers 27, Chiefs 19: Jordan Love
connected with Christian Watson on two
of his three touchdown passes, and resur-
gent Green Bay beat visiting Kansas City
for its third straight win.

Texans 22, Broncos 17: Nico Collins
had a career-high 191 yards receiving and
a fourth-quarter touchdown, and Jimmie
Ward intercepted Russell Wilson in the
end zone with 9 seconds left to preserve
host Houston’s win over Denver.

Rams 36, Browns 19: Matthew Staf-
ford threw three touchdown passes, Puka
Nacua became the first franchise rookie
wide receiver to reach 1,000 yards in a
season, and host Los Angeles beat Cleve-
land.

Colts 31, Titans 28 (OT): Gardner Min-
shew threw a 4-yard touchdown pass to
Michael Pittman with 2:31 left in overtime,
and visiting Indianapolis beat Tennessee

for its fourth straight victory.

Falcons 13, Jets 8: Desmond Ridder
threw a 20-yard touchdown pass to My-
Cole Pruitt and visiting Atlanta took sole
possession of first place in the NFC South
with an ugly win over New York.

Dolphins 45, Commanders 15: Tyreek
Hill had two touchdowns among his 157
yards receiving, and AFC East-leading
Miami routed host Washington, getting to
9-3 for the first time since 2001.

Cardinals 24, Steelers 10: James Con-
ner ran for 105 yards and a pair of touch-
downs against his old team as Arizona won
at Pittsburgh for the first time since 1969.

Chargers 6, Patriots 0: Justin Herbert
threw for 212 yards and set up a pair of
Cameron Dicker field goals that were all
visiting Los Angeles needed to blank New
England and its latest hapless quarter-
back, Bailey Zappe.

Buccaneers 21, Panthers 18: Mike
Evans scored on a 75-yard reception and
joined Jerry Rice as the only players in
NFL history to string together 10 consec-
utive seasons with 1,000-plus yards receiv-
ing while helping host Tampa Bay beat
Carolina.
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Leyland 23rd manager elected to Hall

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Jim
Leyland left his living room in
Thornburg, Pa., and had gone
upstairs to lie down, convinced
the call to Cooperstown wasn’t
coming.

“They had told us it would be
between 6:30 and 7:15,” he said,
“but I thought when I didn’t get
it by a quarter to 7, it wasn’t go-
ing to happen, so I went up just
to rest a minute, kind of get my
thoughts together.”

Just then, as son Pat arrived
upstairs, the phone rang. Hall
chairman Jane Forbes Clark
was on the line and Leyland had
been voted in, two weeks shy of
his 79th birthday.

“There was definitely a tear
in my eye,” Leyland said.

An entertaining and at-times
crusty manager who led the
Florida Marlins to a World Se-
ries title in 1997 and won 1,769
regular-season games over 22
seasons, Leyland received 15 of
16 votes Sunday from the con-

temporary era committee for
managers, executives and um-
pires. He becomes the 23rd
manager in the hall.

Honest, profane and con-
stantly puffing on a cigarette,
Leyland embodied the image of
the prickly baseball veteran
with a gruff but wise voice. He is
18th on the career list for man-
ager wins but is second behind
Joe McCarthy among those who
never played in the major
leagues. He also was ejected 73
times, tied with Clark Griffith
for 10th in major league history.

Leyland’s players included
Barry Bonds, Gary Sheffield,
Larry Walker, Miguel Cabrera,
Justin Verlander and Max
Scherzer.

“I think young people, young
players are searching for disci-
pline,” Leyland said. “So we all
have our insecurities and I think
even sometimes players do,
even though they’re great
players. And I think that they’re
always looking for that leader-

ship. I tried to impress on them
what it was to be a professional
and how tough this game is to
play. And I also told them al-
most every day how good they
were.”

Former player and manager
Lou Piniella fell one vote short
for the second time after also get-
ting 11 in 2018. Former player,
broadcaster and NL President
Bill White was two shy.

Managers Cito Gaston and
Davey Johnson, umpires Joe
West and Ed Montague, and
GM Hank Peters all received
fewer than five votes.

Leyland managed Pitts-
burgh, Florida, Colorado and
Detroit from 1986 to 2013. He
will be inducted into the Hall on
July 21 along with players voted
in by the Baseball Writers’ As-
sociation of America, whose
balloting will be announced on
Jan. 23.

Adrian Beltré, Joe Mauer,
Chase Utley, David Wright, Jo-
sé Bautista and Matt Holliday

are among the players eligible
for the BBWAA ballot for the
first time in the current vote.
Holdovers include Todd Hel-
ton, who fell 11 votes short this
year, and Billy Wagner, who
was 27 shy.

Leyland’s teams finished first
six times and went 1,769-1,728.
He won American League pen-
nants in 2006, losing to St. Louis
in a five-game World Series,
and 2012, getting swept by San
Francisco. Leyland was voted
Manager of the Year in 1990,
1992 and 2006, and he managed
the U.S. to the 2017 World Base-
ball Classic championship, the
Americans’ only title.

Now he's alongside the elite.

“It’s the final stop,” Leyland
said. “To land there in Cooper-
stown, it doesn't get any better
than that. I mean, that’s the ulti-
mate. I certainly never thought
it was going to happen. Most
people probably don’t. But it
did, and I'm sure I’'m going to
enjoy it.”

Top QBs McCord, Gabriel surpsise entries into portal

Associated Press

Ohio State’s Kyle McCord
and Oklahoma’s Dillon Gabriel
led a parade of quarterbacks in-
to the transfer portal Monday,
the first day of a 30-day window
football players can put their
names out in search of another
opportunity.

Arizona State’s Drew Pyne,
Baylor’s Blake Shapen, Utah’s
Bryson Barnes and James Ma-
dison’s Jordan McCloud also
entered the portal.

McCord beat out Devin
Brown for the starter’s job in the
preseason and threw for 3,170
yards and 24 touchdowns with
six interceptions. Two of the in-
terceptions came in the 30-24
loss to Michigan on Nov. 25.

Ohio State coach Ryan Day
was non-committal Sunday
when asked if the junior quar-
terback would play in the Buck-

eyes’ game against Missouri in
the Cotton Bowl.

Gabriel transferred to OKkla-
homa from UCF and helped the
Sooners regain their footing af-
ter coach Lincoln Riley and
quarterback Caleb Williams left
for USC two years ago.

Gabriel led the Sooners on a
last-minute drive this season
against Texas and threw the
game-winning touchdown with
15 seconds remaining. It was the
only loss for a Texas team that
reached the College Football
Playoff.

Gabriel ranks in the top 10 in
Division I history in yards pass-
ing and passing touchdowns. In
two seasons with the Sooners,
he passed for 6,828 yards and S5
touchdowns and ran for 688
yards and 18 scores.

Gabriel’s departure comes
shortly after offensive coordi-

nator Jeff Lebby left to become
head coach at Mississippi State.
Lebby was also Gabriel’s offen-
sive coordinator for a year at
UCF.

Pyne plans to join his third
school. He began his career at
Notre Dame and threw 22
touchdowns in 10 starts. He was
inline for the starter’s job at Ari-
zona State this season, but he
was injured and didn’t play af-
ter late September.

Shapen’s decision came less
than a week after Baylor hired
Jake Spavital as offensive coor-
dinator. Shapen became the
Bears’ starter late in the 2021
season. He battled knee and
head injuries this year and aver-
aged 273 yards passing per
game with 13 TDs in eight
games.

Among other players enter-
ing the portal: Arizona State

edge rusher B.J. Green II, Illi-
nois running back Reggie Love,
Wisconsin receiver Chimere
Dike and Michigan State quar-
terback Katin Houser.

Green led the Sun Devils with
11 quarterback hits and tied for
the team lead with 6.0 sacks.

Williams will not play for
USC in the Holiday Bowl, fuel-
ing the expectation he will enter
the upcoming NFL Draft.

Williams won’t be in the li-
neup when the Trojans (7-5)
face Louisville in their bowl
game in San Diego on Dec. 27,
Riley said Monday.

Williams has been widely ex-
pected to enter the draft all
year, and he is a strong candi-
date to be selected No. 1 overall
after two impressive seasons at
USC.

Riley said he hadn’t decided
who will be his quarterback.
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Scheffler closes out three-shot victory

Associated Press

NASSAU, Bahamas — Scot-
tie Scheffler has made great
gains in his putting. Add that to
the rest of top-ranked game,
and he made it look easy Sun-
day. He closed with a 4-under
68 for a three-shot victory in
the Hero World Challenge.

Scheffler, a runner-up in the
Bahamas the last two years,
played bogey-free at Albany
and didn’t let anyone get closer
than two shots on the back nine
as he ended the year with his
fifth victory worldwide.

The Hero World Challenge is
an unofficial event, though its
20-man field receives world
ranking points and Scheffler
only solidified his spot at No. 1.

The week wasn’t a total loss
for Tiger Woods, the tourna-
ment host playing for the first
time since surgery to fuse his
right ankle a few weeks after
the Masters in April.

Woods finished 72 holes for
only the third time in the last
two years. He has played six
tournaments following the re-
covery from his February 2021

car crash in Los Angeles that
badly injured his right leg.

“Just like I said to you guys
on Tuesday, I'm curious ...
what this is going to look like,”
Woods said. “I haven’t done it
in a while — I haven’t done it
with my ankle the way it is now
and I was excited each and ev-
ery day to kind of get through it
and kind of start piecing
rounds together again. I
haven’t done this in a long time
so it was fun to feel that again.”

Woods closed with a 72 and
ended up 18th at even par.
Scheffler finished at 20-under
268.

Sepp Straka had three late
birdies for a 64 to finish sec-
ond. Justin Thomas had a 67 to
finish alone in third. It was his
third straight finish in the top S
dating to September.

Scheffler led the PGA Tour
in just about every important
statistical category — off the
tee, shots to the green — until
he got onto the putting surface.
He sought help from highly re-
garded putting coach Phil Ke-
nyon and is starting to see im-

mediate results.

“I played solid and kept my
distance,” Scheffler said. “I
was just trying to hit good shots
and get as many looks as I
could for birdies.”

Scheffler had not played
since the Ryder Cup — this was
his first 72-hole tournament
since the Tour Championship
in late August. He said he was
optimistic about the work he
put in with Kenyon before the
Ryder Cup.

“It’s nice to see some fast re-
sults,” Scheffler said. “It’s paid
off pretty good this week.”

Scheffler didn’t make his
first birdie until he chipped
close on the par-S sixth and
then pitched up the slope on
the drivable par-4 seventh to 2
feet.

Straka, Thomas and Jordan
Spieth at times were poised to
make a run. Scheffler answer-
ed with birdies at the right time
to hold them off. He missed a
birdie putt on the 17th from just
inside 3 feet. It was his only
miss inside S feet all week.

Rarely is this holiday event

without some measure of dra-
ma, and such was the case on
Sunday. Collin Morikawa was
given a two-shot penalty before
he teed off for using material in
a greens-reading book on the
fourth hole Saturday.

Turns out his caddie had
used a level on the practice
green and put some notations
in the book. According to new
rules, such notes can only come
from traditional methods, with-
out outside devices. Morikawa
was informed 15 minutes be-
fore his round, frustrated be-
cause he says he has been told
by other officials and caddies
that it was OK.

Morikawa (68) finished sev-
enth.

Woods was never in the mix
after each round, which was
not the primary objective. He
knew there would be rust, and
he felt he knocked a little off
each day. But not all of it. He
had a pitch roll back toward his
feet on the par-3 second hole
for a double bogey, and he hit
another poor chip that led to
bogey on the par-S 11th.

Panarin scores 3 goals as Rangers hold off Sharks

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Artemi Panarin had
three goals and an assist, Jonathan Quick
won again, and the New York Rangers held
on to beat the San Jose Sharks 6-5 on Sun-
day night.

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and an assist,
Will Cuylle and K’Andre Miller also scored,
and Jacob Trouba, Vincent Trocheck and
Jonny Brodzinski each had two assists to
help the Rangers win for the sixth time in
seven games. Quick stopped 23 shots to im-
prove to 7-0-1 this season.

The Metropolitan Division-leading Ran-
gers have won 16 of their last 19 games,
have a league-best 18 wins and are tied with
Boston for tops with 37 points.

Anthony Duclair had a goal and an assist,
and Jacob MacDonald, Fabian Zetterlund,
Ryan Carpenter and Alexander Barbanov
all scored for San Jose. Mackenzie Black-
wood finished with 30 saves.

Bruins 3, Blue Jackets 1: Brad Mar-

chand had a natural hat trick in the third
period and host Boston rallied to beat Co-
lumbus.

Facing each other for the second time in
six days, the Bruins got some payback for a
S-2 loss in Columbus with their third
straight victory. Jeremy Swayman, pulled
in the loss at Columbus in the second peri-
od, made 24 saves.

Boone Jenner scored for the Blue Jack-
ets, who lost for the third time in five
games, and Spencer Martin stopped 25
shots.

Predators 2, Sabres 1: Juuse Saros
made 34 saves, Filip Forsberg scored his
team-leading 13th goal and visiting Nash-
ville beat Buffalo.

Yakov Trenin also scored for the Preda-
tors in a first-period burst.

Victor Olofsson scored on a penalty shot
for Buffalo, which has lost three in a row to
fall to 10-13-2.

Wild 4, Blackhawks 1: Marco Rossi

scored twice and Mats Zuccarello had a
goal and two assists to lead host Minnesota.
Matt Boldy also scored as the Wild won
their third straight since John Hynes re-
placed the fired Dean Evason as coach.
Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 27 shots.

Taylor Raddysh scored in the third peri-
od for Chicago, which lost its third straight.
Petr Mrazek had 30 saves.

Kings 4, Avalanche 1: Quinton Byfield
scored twice, Anze Kopitar became the
franchise leader in assists, and host Los An-
geles beat Colorado.

Trevor Moore and Drew Doughty also
scored, Adrian Kempe had two assists, and
the Kings got back on track after their five-
game winning streak was snapped by
Washington on Wednesday. Cam Talbot
made 20 saves.

Josh Manson scored and Alexandar Ge-
orgiev finished with 34 saves for the Ava-
lanche. Star defenseman Cale Makar did
not play because of a lower body injury.
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