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U.S. paratroopers landing in the Baltics, Ar-

my cavalry and artillerymen convoying in

from Germany and an armored brigade mass-

ing its forces. 

Those are some of the moves U.S. European

Command could make to shore up NATO’s

eastern flank if Russia invades Ukraine, anal-

ysts say.

There also will be pressure on NATO to acti-

vate its little-used quick reaction spearhead

force, a unit created in response to Russia’s

2014 intervention in Ukraine, to showcase al-

lied unity.

“This (NATO) force was built for just this

kind of crisis,” said John R. Deni, a European

security expert at the U.S. Army War College.

“It’s a force representative of many of the al-

lies. So to not use it now, frankly, risks under-

mining NATO solidarity.”

While it’s not certain whether Russian Pres-

ident Vladimir Putin will launch a new inva-

sion of Ukraine, what has become clear is that

there will be an allied military response of

some form within NATO territory if an attack

does occur.

U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan,

speaking Tuesday after a meeting between

Putin and his American counterpart, Joe Bi-

den, said the United States is ready to fortify

its NATO allies on the eastern flank.

“What additional capabilities can we pro-

vide to ensure that they feel strong and confi-

dent in their own sovereignty and territorial

integrity?” Sullivan said.

He didn’t specify what the additional capa-

bilities are, but he said they are “on the table in

those countries should Russia move in Uk-

raine in a more decisive way.” 

The question now is what types of military

maneuvering could come into play if the U.S.-

led NATO alliance must boost defenses in Es-

tonia, Lithuania, Latvia and Poland and Ro-

mania. 

Retired Gen. Philip Breedlove, who com-

manded EUCOM and served as NATO’s su-

preme allied commander from 2013-16, said

the alliance is better-positioned now to re-

spond to a crisis than it was in 2014, when Mos-

cow suddenly annexed Ukraine’s Crimean

Peninsula. 

“The bottom line is we made some good

changes to NATO, and we need to continue to

finish what we started,” said Breedlove.

He declined to offer a prescription on how

exactly U.S. and allied forces should be mobi-

lized if another invasion of Ukraine occurs.

But he did say “a change in readiness is called

for.”

EUCOM’s initial response to Russia’s 2014

intervention in Ukraine offers an indication of

what it might do a second time around, nota-

bly, enhancing air policing in the Baltics with

Air Force F-16s and parachuting 173rd Air-

borne Brigade soldiers into Poland and the

Baltics. 

The rapid mobilization focused on assuring

allies and deterring Russian aggression.

Subsequent high-profile road convoys by

the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, based in Vilseck,

Germany, also were part of the Army’s re-

sponse then. 

Deni said similar moves should be expected

if allies need to respond once again. But unlike

the case seven years ago, the U.S. military is

no longer in decline on the Continent, giving

EUCOM more forces to choose from. 

“Certainly, we didn’t have everything we

needed (in 2014),” Breedlove said. “Thankful-

ly, since those days, our forces have only

grown in Europe, so that is a good thing.”

US forces ready for Ukraine response
BY JOHN VANDIVER
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WASHINGTON — The House passed a fi-

nalized version of the $768 billion 2022 Na-

tional Defense Authorization Act late Tues-

day night with overwhelming bipartisan

support, moving legislation hamstrung by

delays, amendment fights and political dis-

cord one step closer to becoming law before

the end of the year.

The legislation directs an independent re-

view of the Afghanistan War’s legacy and

errors, and establishes a new means for the

military to prosecute sexual assault and re-

lated crimes, according to a final draft re-

leased hours before the House passed it by a

vote of 363 to 70.

But several key policy provisions that had

won clear majority support in Congress —

including to more broadly change the mil-

itary justice system, require women to reg-

ister with Selective Service and repeal the

Iraq War authorization — were discarded

as lawmakers in the House and Senate

raced to strike a compromise on the mea-

sure that dictates funding for the Pentagon

and other defense operations in the year

ahead. Their omission caused an uproar

among some lawmakers, even as others

cheered the legislation as comprehensive

and historic.

The bill next heads to the Senate, where it

is expected to pass and move on to the White

House for President Joe Biden’s approval.

In a break with common practice, this

year’s final bill was cobbled together behind

closed doors by the leaders of the House and

Senate Armed Services committees before

the full Senate, stymied by scheduling de-

lays and a dispute over amendments, was

able to vote on its version of the legislation.

While the push to scrutinize the nation’s

20-year campaign in Afghanistan, driven

largely by the haphazard evacuation from

Kabul earlier this year, generated broad bi-

partisan support in both chambers, the

rushed approach to fuse the House and Sen-

ate versions of the bill has drawn protests

from several groups of lawmakers — partic-

ularly those hoping it would take bolder

steps to change the military’s culture and

make it a more equitable environment for

women and minorities.

Issues that disproportionately affect fe-

male service members were at the heart of

several of the most high-profile issues de-

bated as part of this year’s defense bill. The

bill creates a special victims prosecutor

with the ability to determine when charges

ought to be filed in cases of sexual assault

and related crimes, murder, kidnapping

and child pornography. The legislation also

guarantees 12 weeks of parental leave for all

service members.

House OKs $768B defense bill with strong support
The Washington Post
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FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii —

The  Hawaii  Department  of

Health ordered the U.S. Navy on

Tuesday to remove all fuel in 20

Red  Hill  underground  storage

tanks  that  are  the  suspected

source of tap water contamina

tion  in  hundreds  of  military

households near Joint Base Pearl

HarborHickam.

The Navy suspended transfer

of fuel from the tanks on Nov. 27

after military housing residents

began complaining of foulsmell

ing water and an oily sheen. Navy

testing last week confirmed that

water samples contained petro

leum and traced the source to one

of three wells used by the Navy

water system.

Secretary of the Navy Carlos

Del Toro said during a news con

ference at the joint base Monday

that he was considering the fuel

storage facility’s future, up to and

including  possibly  closing  it

down permanently.

“I  appreciate  the  Navy’s  an

nouncement that it has tempora

rily suspended its fuel operations

at Red Hill,” Hawaii Gov. David

Ige said in a news release issued

Tuesday by the Health Depart

ment along with its emergency

order.

“Hawaii’s wellbeing and the

safety of our residents, including

military  families,  must  come

first,” Ige said. “We cannot have

national security without ensur

ing public health and safety.” 

State health director Dr. Eliza

beth Char said in the news re

lease  that  the  department  was

taking  the action “to  fulfill  our

mission  of  protecting  human

health and the environment.”

“The order by the Hawaii De

partment of Health has been re

ceived and is currently under le

gal review,” Capt. Jereal Dorsey,

aspokesman for Del Toro, said in

emailed statement to Stars and

Stripes.

The order lists a series of re

quirements:

• Immediate suspension of op

erations at the Red Hill bulk fuel

storage  tanks,  including  trans

fers.

• Continued monitoring by the

Navy.

• Immediate steps to install a

drinking  water  treatment  sys

tem, or systems, at the contami

nated Red Hill water well.

•Submission of a plan to be im

plemented within 30 days to as

sess the operations and system

integrity to safely remove the fuel

from the tanks. The plan must be

prepared  by  a  qualified,  inde

pendent third party approved by

the Health Department.

• Remove all fuel from the un

derground storage tanks.

The Navy can request a hear

ing on the emergency order with

in 24 hours of its issuance.

The order underscores a series

of fuel spills at Red Hill over the

past eight years, including inci

dents  from May and early No

vember.

“Given  the  number  of  inci

dences that have occurred at the

Facility within the last year, and

in view of the current drinking

water contamination, [Navy Re

gion Hawaii] has not demonstrat

ed that immediate and appropri

ate response actions are availa

ble, and therefore cannot ensure

that immediate and appropriate

response actions will be available

should another release occur in

the future,” the emergency order

states.

Hawaii orders Navy to shut fuel tanks
BY WYATT OLSON
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ANavy police officer on Guam,

found bloodied and unresponsive

in a damaged automobile over the

weekend, faces a drunken driving

charge,  a  Navy  spokeswoman

said Wednesday.

MasteratArms  Seaman  Ap

prentice Deadrien Harris, 19, of

Mississippi,  was  arrested  on  a

charge of misdemeanor driving

while impaired at 1:53 a.m. Satur

day in a Tumon hotel parking lot,

according to a magistrate’s com

plaint filed that day.

Harris’ shirt and hands were

stained with blood and his breath

smelled of alcohol, according to

police  statements  in  the  com

plaint. He refused a field sobriety

test and any form of test to deter

mine his blood alcohol content,

according to police.

Harris is assigned to the securi

ty  forces at Naval Base Guam,

base spokeswoman Theresa Ce

peda wrote in an email to Stars

and Stripes on Wednesday. 

Harris was placed on an ad

ministrative detail after the inci

dent, Cepeda said. 

Guam  Police  arrived  shortly

after 1:30 a.m. at Tsubaki Towers

on  Guam’s  northwest  coast,

where  a  security  guard  saw  a

damaged, red Mazda 3 enter the

parking lot, the complaint states.

Police reported finding the car,

its  windshield  cracked  and  its

hood damaged, with Harris  in

side and vomit outside the driv

er’s door. The sailor, whom police

roused with some difficulty, said

he’d been in the parking lot the

whole night. Harris became unre

sponsive to further questions, be

gan  scrolling  through  his  cell

phone  and  was  eventually  re

moved by force from the car.

Navy police officer on Guam
charged with drunken driving
BY MATTHEW M. BURKE

Stars and Stripes

There’s a Marine Corps logis

tics base in California’s high des

ert  outside  Barstow  where  the

service’s Eagle, Globe and An

chor looks unlike those in any oth

er clime or place.

The symbol, made up of a high

way  shield  superimposed  over

the service’s emblem, is found on

signs lining the shoulder of Jo

seph L. Boll Avenue, an original

part of U.S. Highway 66 at Marine

Corps Logistics Base Barstow.

The modified emblem recog

nizes the road’s ties to the logistics

hub, which “has the privilege of

being the only military base that

has  Route  66  running  straight

through it,” said Jason Thomp

son,  the  installation’s  environ

mental director, who oversees its

historical preservation program,

in an email this week.

The road section has been off

limits to the public since 1964, af

ter Interstate 40 was built. But of

ficials who get their kicks from

preserving history came up with

the emblem redesign in 2019. 

It’s painted in large stencils on

the  pavement  of  that  1.7mile

stretch of road, which passes the

commissary  and  Leatherneck

Lanes bowling alley, was used to

decorate the base’s Marine Corps

birthday cake, and was memo

rialized in a towering sculpture of

gleaming brass and steel.

The symbol was “approved en

thusiastically” and trademarked

by Headquarters Marine Corps

after first being unanimously ap

proved by the California Historic

Route 66 Association, Thompson

said. Base documents say the logo

can only be used there.

Marine base touts its link
to Route 66 with emblem

BY CHAD GARLAND

Stars and Stripes
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PROVIDENCE, R.I. — Even as the Unit-

ed States closes in on a milestone of 200 mil-

lion people fully vaccinated against CO-

VID-19, cases and hospitalizations are spik-

ing again, including in highly inoculated

corners of the country like New England.

New cases in the U.S. climbed from an av-

erage of nearly 95,000 a day on Nov. 22 to

almost 119,000 a day this week, and hospital-

izations are up 25% from a month ago. The

increases are due almost entirely to the del-

ta variant, though the omicron mutation has

been detected in about 20 states and is sure

to spread even more.

Deaths are running close to 1,600 a day on

average, back up to where they were in Oc-

tober. And the overall U.S. death toll less

than two years into the crisis could hit an-

other heartbreaking milestone, 800,000, in a

matter of days.

The situation is not as dire as last year’s

surge, before the public had any access to

COVID-19 vaccines, but the roughly 60% of

the U.S. population that is fully vaccinated

is not enough to prevent hot spots.

The cold weather, Thanksgiving gather-

ings and a big rebound in holiday travel are

all believed to be playing a role, along with

public weariness with pandemic restric-

tions.

Lawrence Gostin, director of the WHO

Collaborating Center on Public Health Law

and Human Rights at Georgetown Univer-

sity, likened the virus to a wildfire.

“You can clear a forest of the shrubbery.

But if you leave some shrubs and trees

standing, the fire will find them,” Gostin

said. “The virus will find you. It is searching

for hosts that are not immune. The fact that

you live in New England or New York

doesn’t insulate you.”

Demand for the vaccine — with recent

approval of boosters for all adults and shots

for elementary school children — has been

high amid the surge and the emergence of

the omicron variant, whose dangers are still

not fully understood. 

Nearly 48 million people have received a

booster, according to the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention. 

White House officials noted the U.S. ad-

ministered 12.5 million shots last week, the

highest weekly total since May.

Coronavirus cases growing again in US
Associated Press 

Pfizer said Wednesday that a booster

dose of its COVID-19 vaccine may protect

against the new omicron variant even

though the initial two doses appear signif-

icantly less effective.

Pfizer and its partner BioNTech said lab

tests showed a booster dose increased the

level of so-called neutralizing antibodies

against omicron by 25-fold.

Pfizer announced the preliminary labo-

ratory data in a press release and it hasn’t

yet undergone scientific review. The com-

panies are already working to create an om-

icron-specific vaccine in case it’s needed.

Scientists have speculated that the high

jump in antibodies that comes with a third

dose of COVID-19 vaccines might ultimate-

ly be enough to counter any decrease in ef-

fectiveness.

Antibody levels predict how well a vac-

cine may prevent infection with the coro-

navirus, but they are just one layer of the

immune system’s defenses. Pfizer said two

doses of the vaccine may still induce protec-

tion against severe disease.

“Although two doses of the vaccine may

still offer protection against severe disease

caused by the Omicron strain, it’s clear

from these preliminary data that protection

is maximized with a third dose of our vac-

cine,” Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla said in a

statement.

Pfizer’s announcement had an immedi-

ate impact on U.S. markets. Futures that

had pointed to a lower open reversed

course in seconds and swung solidly to the

positive with the Dow jumping almost 200

points.

Pfizer says booster protects against omicron variant
Associated Press

Afederal judge on Tuesday blocked Pres-

ident Joe Biden’s administration from en-

forcing a COVID-19 vaccine mandate for

employees of federal contractors, the latest

in a string of victories for Republican-led

states pushing back against Biden’s pan-

demic policies.

U.S. District Court Judge R. Stan Baker,

in Augusta, Ga., issued a stay to bar enforce-

ment of the mandate nationwide.

The order came in response to a lawsuit

from several contractors and seven states

— Alabama, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, South

Carolina, Utah and West Virginia. It applies

across the United States because one of

those contractors challenging the order is

the trade group Associated Builders and

Contractors Inc., whose members do busi-

ness nationwide.

Baker found that the states are likely to

succeed in their claim that Biden exceeded

authorization from Congress when he is-

sued the requirement in September.

“The Court acknowledges the tragic toll

that the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought

throughout the nation and the globe,” wrote

the judge, an appointee of former President

Donald Trump. “However, even in times of

crisis this Court must preserve the rule of

law and ensure that all branches of govern-

ment act within the bounds of their constitu-

tionally granted authorities.”

A White House spokeswoman said the

Justice Department would continue to de-

fend the mandate. 

“The reason that we proposed these re-

quirements is that we know they work, and

we are confident in our ability, legally, to

make these happen across the country,”

White House press secretary Jen Psaki said

at Tuesday’s briefing. 

A federal judge in Kentucky had also is-

sued a preliminary injunction against the

mandate last week, but it applied only to

contractors in three states that had sued to-

gether — Kentucky, Ohio and Tennessee. 

Biden issued an executive order Sept. 9

requiring federal contractors and subcon-

tractors to comply with workplace safety

guidelines developed by a federal task

force. That task force subsequently issued

guidelines that new, renewed or extended

contracts include a clause requiring em-

ployees to be fully vaccinated by Jan. 18.

That meant those receiving a two-dose vac-

cine must get their second shot by Jan. 4.

Judge blocks vaccine mandate for federal contractors
Associated Press
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A major outage in Amazon’s

cloud computing network

Tuesday severely disrupted

services at a wide range of U.S.

companies for more than five

hours, the latest sign of just

how concentrated the business

of keeping the internet running

has become.

The incident at Amazon Web

Services mostly affected the

eastern United States, but still

impacted everything from air-

line reservations and auto dea-

lerships to payment apps and

video streaming services to

Amazon’s own massive e-com-

merce operation. That included

The Associated Press, whose

publishing system was inop-

erable for much of the day,

greatly limiting its ability to

publish its news report.

Amazon has still said nothing

about what exactly went

wrong. In fact, the company

limited its communications

Tuesday to terse technical ex-

planations on an AWS dash-

board and a brief statement de-

livered via spokesperson Ri-

chard Rocha that acknowl-

edged the outage had affected

Amazon’s own warehouse and

delivery operation but said the

company was “working to re-

solve the issue as quickly as

possible.”

Roughly five hours after nu-

merous companies and other

organizations began reporting

issues, the company said in a

post on the AWS status page

that it had “mitigated” the un-

derlying problem responsible

for the outage, which it did not

describe. It took some affected

companies hours more to thor-

oughly check their systems and

restart their own services.

Amazon Web Services was

formerly run by Amazon CEO

Andy Jassy, who succeeded

founder Jeff Bezos in July. The

cloud-service operation is a

huge profit center for Amazon.

It holds roughly a third of the

$152 billion market for cloud

services, according to a report

by Synergy Research — a

larger share than its closest ri-

vals, Microsoft and Google,

combined.

Problems began midmorn-

ing on the U.S. East Coast, said

Doug Madory, director of in-

ternet analysis at Kentik Inc, a

network intelligence firm. Net-

flix was one of the more promi-

nent names affected; Kentik

saw a 26% drop in traffic to the

streaming service.

Madory said he saw no rea-

son to suspect nefarious activ-

ity. He said the recent cluster

of major outages reflects how

complex the networking indus-

try has become.

“More and more these out-

ages end up being the product

of automation and centraliza-

tion of administration,” he said.

“This ends up leading to out-

ages that are hard to complete-

ly avoid due to operational

complexity but are very im-

pactful when they happen.”

Amazon outage rattles businesses across US
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The Oak-

land City Council, a longtime

leader in the Black Lives Matter

movement to cut police funding,

reversed course Tuesday and

voted to hire more officers as it

grapples with a surge in homi-

cides and gun violence.

The proposal by Mayor Libby

Schaaf to add two new police aca-

demies and unfreeze positions

within the department to add 60

new officers passed with six

members voting yes, one voting

no and one abstention. 

Council members ended up

not voting on a separate proposal

to offer one-time bonuses of at

least $50,000 to recruit experi-

enced officers from other cities

and at least $20,000 to Oakland

residents who become police ca-

dets. They will later consider hir-

ing incentives for experienced

officers. 

Schaaf applauded the vote in a

statement, saying that residents

“spoke up for a comprehensive

approach to public safety — one

that includes prevention, inter-

vention and addressing crime’s

root causes, as well as an ade-

quately staffed police depart-

ment.”

Oakland is among several po-

litically liberal cities reversing

course on police funding amid a

spike in violence, to the dismay of

police critics who have said offi-

cers are ineffective at preventing

crime and end up traumatizing

residents, especially Black peo-

ple. They have said there is no

staffing shortage within the po-

lice department, and that officers

should focus on the most serious

crimes. 

“What’s terrifying about this is

as Oakland goes, so goes the

country,” said Cat Brooks, co-

founder of Oakland’s Anti Police-

Terror Project, urging the coun-

cil to vote down increased police

staffing. “If we allow it to be de-

molished here, we are giving fuel

for faux progressives and right-

wing folks to destroy the move-

ment across the country.”

Oakland has had 129 homi-

cides this year, up from 109 last

year and 78 in 2019.

Oakland backtracks, votes
to add police as crimes rise

Associated Press

CHICAGO — A prosecutor

told jurors Wednesday that

there is “overwhelming evi-

dence” that former “Empire”

actor Jussie Smollett staged a

racist, anti-gay attack against

himself in downtown Chicago

for publicity, then lied to police

about it.

Special prosecutor Dan

Webb said during his closing

argument that what Smollett

did in January 2019 caused

Chicago police to spend enor-

mous amounts of time and re-

sources investigating an al-

leged crime that turned out to

be fake. Smollett, who is Black

and gay, told police someone

put a noose around his neck

and yelled racist and homo-

phobic slurs.

“Besides being against the

law, it is just plain wrong to

outright denigrate something

as serious as a real hate crime

and then make sure it involved

words and symbols that have

such historical significance in

our country,” Webb said.

He also accused Smollett of

lying to jurors, saying surveil-

lance video from before the al-

leged attack and that night

contradicts key moments of

Smollett’s testimony.

“At the end of the day, he

lacks any credibility whatsoev-

er,” Webb said.

An attorney for Smollett, 39,

was expected to give a closing

argument later Wednesday be-

fore the jury begins deliberat-

ing whether Smollett is guilty

on six counts of a low-level fe-

lony for making what prosecu-

tors have said was a false po-

lice report about the alleged

attack. He faces one count of

felony disorderly conduct for

each time he gave a report to

three different officers.

Taking the witness stand

this week, Smollett repeatedly

denied the attack was a fake,

telling a prosecutor “there was

no hoax on my part” and that

two brothers who testified

against him are “liars.”

Closing arguments
set in Smollett trial

Associated Press 
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Active shooter training
injures city worker 

FL
FORT LAUDER-

DALE — A training

session designed to teach city

employees how best to survive

an active shooter situation is on

hold in Fort Lauderdale after a

worker was injured. 

Burning discharge from the

blank of a gun landed on the

worker’s pant leg at the city’s

training center, the South Flor-

ida SunSentinel reported. The

worker was treated by para-

medics and then taken to a hos-

pital for treatment.

The city’s risk management

department had been training

employees for several weeks,

city spokeswoman Ashley

Doussard told the newspaper.

Zoo wants gun activist 
to pay its legal bills

MO
ST. LOUIS — Af-

ter successfully

defending its weapons ban in

court, the St. Louis Zoo is now

trying to force the gun rights

activist who challenged the ban

to pay part of its $150,000 in le-

gal bills.

The zoo filed its request for

legal fees in August, but a

judge has yet to rule on the mo-

tion, according to the St. Louis

Post-Dispatch. A lawyer for

Jeffry Smith, of Cincinnati,

who challenged the ban on

guns, called the motion “ludi-

crous.”

A St. Louis judge ruled last

year that the zoo could ban

guns on its property because it

qualifies as a school and a

gated amusement park under

state law. The ruling came af-

ter a series of appeals in a 2015

lawsuit the zoo filed against

Smith after he announced

plans to challenge the gun ban

by marching on zoo property

while openly carrying guns.

The planned protest with

guns never happened, although

Smith came to the zoo wearing

an empty holster.

Man shot at teenagers
throwing water balloons

CA
RIDGECREST — A

Southern California

man was arrested after he fired

a shotgun at two teens for

throwing water balloons, au-

thorities said. 

Police in Ridgecrest said the

63-year-old man was asleep in

his pickup when the teens, ages

18 and 17, drove by and threw

water balloons at his truck.

While the man inspected his

pickup for damage, the teens

drove by again. He pulled a 12

gauge shotgun from the truck

and fired at the driver’s door,

causing damage to their vehi-

cle and minor injuries to the

driver, according to police.

Deputies with the Kern

County Sheriff’s Office arrest-

ed the man later in the day

without incident. 

Police say driver was
hanging out of vehicle

NH
MERRIMACK — A

driver traveling the

wrong way on the Everett

Turnpike in Merrimack and

later seen hanging outside of

his vehicle was arrested on sus-

picion of driving under the in-

fluence of drugs, New Hamp-

shire State Police said. 

Police said the vehicle was

seen heading north in the

southbound lane. When police

responded, callers said the ve-

hicle had made a U-turn and

was heading south in the south-

bound lanes, but the driver’s

door was open and the driver

was hanging outside of the ve-

hicle.

Police said that with help

from additional concerned citi-

zens who followed the vehicle

and reported its location, they

were able to stop it.

The driver, a 41-year-old Sa-

lem, Mass., man, was also ac-

cused of driving with a sus-

pended license.

Power loss at hatchery
means smaller fish

OR
ASHLAND — Spe-

cies like Chinook

salmon, steelhead and rainbow

trout at a hatchery in southern

Oregon will not grow as large

as usual this winter.

The Cole Rivers fish hatch-

ery heats its water from Octo-

ber through April. But last

April, a cable that connected

the hatchery to the Lost Creek

dam broke, Jefferson Public

Radio reported.

The U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers said it was unable to fix

the mile-long, 50-year-old ca-

ble.

The hatchery is looking into

holding the fish longer to give

them more time to grow.

Ancient crab fossil 
found on island

MD
SALISBURY —

The National

Parks Service confirmed the

discovery of an ancient crab

fossil found along the shores of

Assateague Island National

Seashore.

Sharon Conn, a visitor to the

area, found the fossil in early

October on the Virginia portion

of Assateague Island.

The parks service identified

the rare blue crab fossil with

the help of the Department of

Paleobiology at the Smithso-

nian. Matthew Miller, museum

specialist at the National Mu-

seum of Natural History in

Washington, tested the fossil to

find out how old it is. He con-

cluded it is likely from the

Pleistocene age about 2 million

to 12,000 years ago.

The fossil was found on pub-

lic land and is therefore pro-

tected by the 2009 Paleontolog-

ical Resources Preservation

Act.

Passenger grabs wheel,
causes bus crash

NM
ALBUQUERQUE

— A passenger

faces charges after grabbing

the steering wheel of a Grey-

hound bus during a dispute

with his brother and causing

the bus to crash into a light pole

in Albuquerque, police said.

They said the bus driver and

two passengers were hospital-

ized along with two other peo-

ple after the crash.

Police said Leroy Maass, 52,

was booked into jail on suspi-

cion of three counts of aggra-

vated battery resulting in great

bodily harm and two misde-

meanor counts of aggravated

battery.

At some point, police said

Maass and his brother got into

an argument and Maass threw

an object at his brother.

Police said Maass jumped

over the plexiglass barrier

where the bus driver was sit-

ting and grabbed the steering

wheel.

— From wire reports
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The ink was hardly dry on

Corey Seager’s $325 million,

10-year contract with the Texas

Rangers last week when base-

ball’s historically hurried free

agency period crashed to a halt.

It’s hard to imagine anything

competing with last Wednes-

day’s spending spree, when

teams combined to commit a

record $1.4 billion in the hours

before baseball tumbled into its

first labor stoppage in 26 years.

But when the lockout ends, the

frenzy for the game’s remain-

ing free agents should be enter-

taining, too.

There are 141 major league

free agents waiting for a freeze

on roster transactions to lift

once a new collective bargain-

ing agreement is reached. Pro-

gress on a CBA isn’t expected

until at least the weeks before

pitchers and catchers are set to

report, meaning another mad

dash is probably in store for

teams trying to fill out their ros-

ters ahead of spring training.

Here’s what to look for when

the hot stove reignites:

In short supply
This year’s free agent class

was headlined by a star quintet

of shortstops, but three of them

signed big-money deals last

week — Seager, Marcus Semi-

en (Rangers) and Javier Báez

(Tigers). 

Carlos Correa and Trevor

Story remain, with Andrelton

Simmons also available for

suitors who might miss out.

Correa, the 2015 AL Rookie

of the Year and a two-time All-

Star, was considered the top

player on the market entering

the offseason and is certain to

get the biggest deal after the

lockout. The 27-year-old batted

.279 with 26 homers, 92 RBIs

and an .850 OPS for Houston in

2021, perhaps shaking some

concerns about his durability

by playing 148 games — his

first time with at least 111 since

2016.

Two targets loom for Correa

— Seager’s $325 million deal

was the biggest signed this off-

season, and Francisco Lindor’s

$341 million, 10-year contract

with the Mets is the record pay-

day for a shortstop. Correa is

looking for a deep-pocketed

team ready to make a last-min-

ute splash before spring train-

ing. Conveniently, the Yankees

top the list of clubs that need a

shortstop. General manager

Brian Cashman has heaped

praise on Correa, saying last

month that negative fan reac-

tion tied to the sign-stealing

scandal was “not going to enter

my calculus” and that Correa

was “clearly not afraid.”

The 29-year-old Story has

played six stellar seasons with

the Colorado Rockies and hit

.251 with 24 homers and 75

RBIs in 2021, surprisingly re-

maining in Denver all season

instead of being traded to a

contender. He could get some-

thing similar to Báez’s $140

million, six-year deal with De-

troit.

Simmons won the last of his

four Gold Gloves in 2018 and

batted just .223 with three

homers for Minnesota last year.

Braves or new world?
Freddie Freeman remains a

free agent despite his apparent-

ly tight ties with the World Se-

ries champion Braves. The

2020 MVP is coming off anoth-

er stellar season, hitting .300

with 31 homers, 83 RBIs and an

.896 OPS.

Drafted by Atlanta in 2007,

the 32-year-old seems like a

prime candidate to follow

friend and mentor Chipper

Jones in being a lifelong Brave.

If that doesn’t happen, it’s not

hard to picture nearly every

big-market team trying to take

a run at the five-time All-Star.

Universal demand?
It’s expected — but not cer-

tain — that the National League

will adopt the designated hitter

as part of the new collective

bargaining agreement. Several

players stand to benefit by

waiting to sign until that

change is official.

Nick Castellanos should get

the biggest payday of the

group. The 29-year-old hit .309

with 34 homers and 100 RBIs

for Cincinnati in 2021, but his

outfield defense is just OK.

Kyle Schwarber, who hit 32

homers for Washington and

Boston last year, has a similar

profile.

Nelson Cruz struggled after a

midseason trade to Tampa Bay

last year, but the 41-year-old

still hit 32 homers and should

get an everyday job. World Se-

ries MVP Jorge Soler also re-

mains available.

Frenzy likely when MLB roster freeze lifts
Associated Press 

MELBOURNE, Australia —

Not long after Serena Williams’

name was absent from the en-

try list for the Australian Open,

she confirmed the obvious: the

seven-time champion won’t

play the 2022 edition of the sea-

son-opening major in January.

The 40-year-old Williams

hasn’t played since retiring

from her first-round match at

Wimbledon with a right

hamstring injury, and her rank-

ing has slipped to No. 41 since

then. She won the last of her 23

Grand Slam singles titles at the

2017 Australian Open, and was

beaten in the semifinals this

year by Naomi Osaka in

straight sets.

The Australian Open’s web-

site Wednesday said the seven-

time women’s singles cham-

pion would not compete in Mel-

bourne “following advice from

her medical team.”

UConn’s Bueckers may
miss up to 2 months

STORRS, Conn. — UConn

star Paige Bueckers suffered a

fracture just below her left

knee and will be sidelined for

up to two months, the school

said Tuesday.

Last season’s women’s col-

lege basketball player of the

year was dribbling up the court

with under 40 seconds left in

Sunday’s 73-54 victory over

Notre Dame when she stum-

bled and came down awkward-

ly. She had to be carried off the

court.

The school said an MRI and

CT scan showed she suffered a

tibial plateau fracture, which is

a break of the tibia bone that

extends into the knee joint. It

has a recovery time estimated

at between six and eight weeks.

UConn coach Geno Aureim-

ma said the school will not rush

Bueckers back to the court.

IOC unable to give
certainties about Peng

LAUSANNE, Switzerland —

After five weeks of concern

about the safety of tennis play-

er Peng Shuai in China, the In-

ternational Olympic Commit-

tee said Tuesday that it cannot

give any certainties about her

case.

The IOC’s two video calls

with the Grand Slam doubles

champion are the only reported

contacts Peng has had with

people outside China since Nov.

2, when she sent a social media

post alleging she was sexually

assaulted by a former top Com-

munist Party official.

Critics have claimed the IOC

is enabling a cover-up by China

ahead of the state-backed pro-

ject to host the Winter Olym-

pics in Beijing in February.

Serena skipping Australian Open due to injury
Associated Press 
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MONTREAL — Ondrej Palat

scored with 38 seconds left, giv-

ing the Tampa Bay Lightning a

3-2 comeback win over the

Montreal Canadiens on Tues-

day night.

Tampa Bay’s victory came

exactly five months after it beat

Montreal in the 2021 Stanley

Cup Final.

Patrick Maroon and Corey

Perry also scored for the Light-

ning. Andrei Vasilevskiy made

21 saves.

Nick Suzuki and Mike Hoff-

man scored for the Canadiens.

Jake Allen stopped 24 shots.

Perry scored the tying goal

with just more than two min-

utes left in the third period in

his first game back in Montreal,

setting the stage for Palat’s win-

ner.

Blues  4,  Panthers  3  (OT):

Pavel Buchnevich scored a

wraparound goal 53 seconds in-

to overtime and host St. Louis

beat Florida.

The Blues split their back-to-

back with the Panthers. Both

games went to overtime.

Ducks 2, Sabres 0: Trevor

Zegras flipped a pass over the

net to set up the go-ahead goal,

Anthony Stolarz made 25 saves

and visiting Anaheim blanked

Buffalo.

Zegras scooped the puck onto

the blade of his stick behind the

net and lobbed it over goalie

Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen’s

head. Sonny Milano was wait-

ing on the right edge of the

crease and batted the feed past

Luukkonen’s glove for his

eighth goal 5:14 into the second

period.

Rangers  6,  Blackhawks  2:

Chicago forward Jujhar Khaira

was stretchered off the ice after

he was leveled by Jacob Trouba

in the second period of visiting

New York’s victory.

Artemi Panarin had two goals

and two assists against his first

NHL team, passing 500 career

points and helping the Rangers

to their seventh straight win.

Trouba, Chris Kreider, Kevin

Rooney and Barclay Goodrow

also scored, and Alexandar Ge-

orgiev made 24 saves.

Wild 4, Oilers 1: Cam Talbot

made 38 saves against his for-

mer team and visiting Minneso-

ta shut down Edmonton for its

seventh straight victory.

Joel Eriksson Ek had a goal

and an assist. Marcus Foligno,

Victor Rask and Dmitry Kuli-

kov also scored for the Wild (18-

6-1), off to their best start in

franchise history with 37 points

through 25 games.

Maple Leafs 5, Blue Jackets

4:  Auston Matthews scored

twice, defenseman Morgan

Rielly set up four goals and host

Toronto beat Columbus to stop

a two-game skid.

Rielly set up power-play

goals by William Nylander and

captain John Tavares, and two

more from Matthews. His sec-

ond goal came seven seconds

after Tavares put the Maple

Leafs in front 4-1 late in the sec-

ond period.

Predators 5, Red Wings 2:

Roman Josi beat four defenders

for a first-period goal, Ryan Jo-

hansen scored on a power play

and Nashville won at Detroit.

The loss snapped the Red

Wings’ five-game winning

streak and their five-game

home winning streak.

Hurricanes 4, Jets 2: Martin

Necas and Vincent Trocheck

scored power-play goals to lead

Carolina to a win at Winnipeg.

Jaccob Slavin and Sebastian

Aho each had a goal and an as-

sist for the Hurricanes. Nino

Niederreiter added two assists

and Frederik Andersen made

16 saves in the opener of a five-

game road trip.

Sharks 5, Flames 3: Tomas

Hertl scored his fourth career

hat trick and host San Jose used

a three-goal barrage in the sec-

ond period to beat Calgary.

The Pacific Division-leading

Flames broke out to a 3-1 lead

early in the second before the

Sharks responded with goals

from Erik Karlsson, Logan Cou-

ture and Hertl to take the lead.

Cup repeat: Lightning down Canadiens
Associated Press

Major League Soccer clubs must inter-

view at least one Black candidate when hir-

ing for sporting positions as part of updates

to the diversity hiring policy announced by

the league Tuesday. 

The new requirement calls for at least

two non-white candidates to be interviewed

for any open sporting/technical positions

with clubs and one of the candidates must

be Black. Previously, the league’s hiring re-

quirements called for only one “diverse”

candidate to be interviewed for open posi-

tions.

Teams not abiding by the new policy face

fines, including $50,000 for a first offense

and up to $100,000 for a second offense. 

Commissioner Don Garber said during

his state of the league address that the work

on updating the league’s diversity hiring

process started about a year ago following

the hiring of Sola Winley as the league’s

chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer,

and included collaboration with Black Play-

ers for Change and the Soccer Collective on

Racial Equality. 

“We had the equivalent of the Rooney

Rule ... it’s been some time and it needed

evolution,” Garber said. “I mean, the goal is

to increase representation, particularly

among the Black community. We need to fill

the pipeline with candidates. We’ve got

work that we need to do there. There are a

lot of programs and initiatives.”

While the new requirements are only re-

lated to technical staff within each fran-

chise, the league plans to expand the hiring

requirements to front offices in the future.

Garber didn’t have a timeframe on when

that would happen other than to say it would

be coming soon. He said the teams have

been supportive.

For a change, Garber’s year-end address

didn’t focus on labor agreements after the

sides settled on a new collective bargaining

agreement in February that runs through

2027. 

But expansion remains a hot question.

MLS will welcome its 28th franchise with

Charlotte beginning play next season and

St. Louis starting in 2023 with its downtown

soccer stadium expected to be completed in

late 2022. 

As for the 30th team, Las Vegas is the

clear leader in the discussions. There are

ongoing conversations with other potential

markets like Phoenix and San Diego, but

Garber said there’s been progress made in

Las Vegas with potential owner Wes Edens

and the chance of an announcement in the

next year. 

“We’re very bullish about the market and

will continue to plow forward,” Garber said. 

Meanwhile, the league hopes to have its

next media deals completed in the first

quarter of 2022. The current media deals

expire after next year. Garber said what’s

being presented to potential bidders is an

entire package as teams were told several

years ago to have their local media, stream-

ing, data and sports betting deals expiring

by the end of the 2022 season.

MLS expands staffs’ diversity hiring requirements
Associated Press 
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NEW YORK — Justin Moore scored 18

points, Collin Gillespie had 14 and No. 6 Vil-

lanova beat Syracuse 67-53 in the Jimmy V

Classic on Tuesday night.

Jermaine Samuels added 13 for the Wild-

cats (7-2) in their 22nd win at Madison

Square Garden since 2014.

Gillespie made the play of the game when

he picked off a late Orange pass and hit a

bounce pass to a streaking Samuels for the

one-handed jam down the lane and a 10-

point lead that sent the crowd into a frenzy.

Jimmy Boeheim led Syracuse (5-4) with

21 points and Joe Girard III had 11.

Texas Tech 57, No. 13 Tennessee 52

(OT): Terrence Shannon Jr. had 18 points

and 12 rebounds, and the Red Raiders con-

tinued their run of Jimmy V Classic upsets

in an overtime win over the Volunteers. 

Texas Tech (7-1) might want to petition to

play in the Jimmy V Classic every season.

The unranked Red Raiders knocked off No.

1 Louisville in 2019.

Tennessee (6-2) missed a whopping 34 of

40 three-pointers overall and shot only 27%

overall in regulation from the floor. 

John Fulkerson led the Vols with 10

points, followed by three players with nine

points.

No. 8 Kansas 78, UTEP 52: Ochai Ag-

baji scored 23 points, Christian Braun add-

ed 20 and the Jayhawks tuned up for this

weekend’s return of the Border War by

blowing out the Miners in Kansas City, Mo.

David McCormack and Mitch Lightfoot

added eight points apiece for Kansas (7-1),

which led by 21 at halftime and wasn’t

threatened the rest of the way.

Souley Boom had 18 points and Keonte

Kennedy 11 for UTEP (4-4). 

Now, the Jayhawks turn their attention to

Saturday’s showdown with Missouri. The

bitter rivals haven’t played a regular-sea-

son game since the Tigers bolted for the

SEC nearly a decade ago.

No. 10 Kentucky 76, Southern 64: Os-

car Tshiebwe scored 18 of his 23 points after

halftime despite being in foul trouble, TyTy

Washington Jr. added 14 points and both

keyed small runs to help the host Wildcats

earn their seventh consecutive victory. 

Jayden Saddler had 18 points, Brion

Whitley added 14 points and Tyrone Lyons

12 for the Jaguars (3-6), who dropped their

second consecutive game. 

Kentucky (7-1) was playing for the first

time in eight days. Tshiebwe ended up with

11 rebounds for his seventh double-double

— the most in the nation this season.

No. 12 Arkansas 86, Charlotte 66: J.D.

Notae recorded his first career double-dou-

ble and the host Razorbacks rolled over the

49ers. 

Notae finished with 23 points and 10 re-

bounds as Arkansas (9-0) took control of the

game in the first half and never let up. 

Razorbacks sophomore Jaylin Williams

scored a career-high 15 points and added

eight rebounds. Four players scored in dou-

ble-figures for Arkansas. 

Austin Butler led Charlotte (4-4) with 14

points and Jahmir Young finished with 10.

No. 16 USC 80, Eastern Kentucky 68:

Isaiah Mobley had a career-high 23 points

and 13 rebounds, and the host Trojans took

care of the Colonels.

USC (9-0, 2-0 Pac-12) is off to its best start

since 2016-17 when it opened 14-0.

Mobley hit a career-high five three-point-

ers and his rebounds tied his career high.

Drew Peterson added 15 points, Chevez

Goodwin added 14 points and Max Agbonk-

polo added 12 points for Eastern Kentucky. 

The Colonels (5-5) dropped their fourth in

a row. They were led by Braxton Beverly

with 16 points.

George Mason 71, Navy 65: Josh Oduro

had a career-high 32 points as the host Pa-

triots beat the Midshipmen.

Davonte Gaines had 13 points and nine re-

bounds for George Mason (5-5), which end-

ed its five-game losing streak.

John Carter Jr. had 21 points for Navy

(6-3), whose five-game winning streak end-

ed. Greg Summers added 12 points.

Army 97, Purchase 40: The host Black

Knights tied a program record with 16 made

three-pointers en route to a rout of the Pan-

thers.

Army (5-4) was led by Aaron Duhart with

12 points. The team had twice made 16

three-pointers in a game — against Colgate

on Feb. 11, 2012, and versus Air Force on

Dec. 17, 2017.

Moore, No. 16 Villanova down Syracuse
Associated Press 

DALLAS — Kevin Durant

scored 24 points, James Harden

had 23 points and 12 assists, and

the Brooklyn Nets beat Dallas

102-99 on Tuesday night, hand-

ing the Mavericks their fifth

consecutive home loss.

The Eastern Conference-

leading Nets erased a 17-point

third-quarter deficit to avoid

back-to-back losses for the first

time this season. Brooklyn

squandered a double-digit lead

after halftime in a loss to Chica-

go.

Luka Doncic scored 28 points

but had another rough night

from three-point range except

for the 30-footer he banked in

just before the first-half buzzer.

Kristaps Porzingis had 17 points

and 12 rebounds.

Harden, who also had nine re-

bounds, easily beat Doncic one-

on-one for a layup and the Nets’

biggest lead at 100-97 with 1:23

remaining. They didn’t take

their first lead until the middle

of the fourth quarter.

Dallas didn’t make a basket

after Doncic’s short jumper

with 3:51 to go.

Lakers 117, Celtics 102: Le-

Bron James scored 30 points,

Russell Westbrook added 24

points and 11 assists, and host

Los Angeles beat Boston in the

latest chapter of the NBA’s most

storied rivalry.

Anthony Davis had 17 points

and 16 rebounds for the Lakers,

who produced one of their best

recent performances in their

fourth victory in six games

overall. Los Angeles made

56.5% of its shots in the first

three quarters and throttled

Jayson Tatum’s supporting cast

defensively.

Tatum scored 14 of his 34

points in a first-quarter blitz for

the Celtics, who dropped to 1-2

on their four-game West Coast

trip. Jaylen Brown sat out his

third straight game with a

strained right hamstring, and

nobody else managed more

than Robert Williams III’s 13

points for Boston.

Knicks 121, Spurs 109: R.J.

Barrett made a career-high sev-

en three-pointers and scored 32

points, and New York won at

San Antonio to snap a three-

game skid.

Alec Burks scored 18 points,

Immanuel Quickley added 16

points and Julius Randle had 15

for the Knicks, who hadn’t won

at San Antonio since Jan. 2,

2014.

Derrick White had 26 points,

six rebounds and seven assists

for the Spurs, who have dropped

two straight after a season-long

three-game winning streak. De-

jounte Murray added 15 points,

seven rebounds and seven as-

sists.

Nets hand Mavs fifth consecutive defeat at home
Associated Press 
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