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Trump to patrol DC; feds use checkpoints

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump planned to join a
Thursday evening patrol in the
nation’s capital as federal author-
ities deployed checkpoints
around the city.

“I'm going to be going out to-
night with the police and with the
military,” the Republican presi-
dent told Todd Starnes, a conser-
vative commentator.

Trump’s presence during his
controversial crackdown, which
has lasted for two weeks, would
be the latest show of force from
the White House. Hundreds of
federal agents and National
Guard soldiers have surged into
Washington this month, leaving
someresidents on edge and creat-
ing tense confrontations in the
streets.

Vice President JD Vance and
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
on Wednesday visited some of the
troops at Union Station, showing

their support while protesters
chanted “free D.C.”

Although the city has histori-
cally struggled with crime, statis-
tics show the problem was declin-
ing before Trump declared there
was a crisis that required his in-
tervention.

Immigration enforcement has
been a core part of the crack-
down, rattling people in some of
the city’s neighborhoods. A day
care was partially closed on
Thursday when staff became
afraid to go to work because they
heard about federal agents near-
by. An administrator asked par-
ents to keep their children at
home if possible.

Other day cares have stopped
taking kids on daily walks be-
cause of fears about encountering
law enforcement.

Since Aug. 7, when Trump be-
gan surging federal agents into
the city, there have been 630 ar-
rests, including 251 people who

are in the country illegally, ac-
cording to the White House.
Trumphasbeenratchetingupthe
pressure since then, seizing con-
trol of the D.C. police department
on Aug. 11 and deploying more
National Guard troops, mostly
from Republican-led states.

Soldiers have been largely sta-
tioned in downtown areas, such as
monuments on the National Mall
and transit stations.

However, federal agents are
operating more widely through
the city. D.C. Mayor Muriel
Bowser acknowledged the prolif-
eration of traffic checkpoints on
Thursday.

“The surge of federal officersis
allowing for different types of de-
ployments, more frequent types
of deployments, like check-
points,” Bowser said.

The Supreme Court has upheld
the use of law enforcement and
government checkpoints for spe-
cific purposes, such as for polic-

ing the border and for identifying
suspected drunk drivers.

But there are restrictions on
that authority, especially when it
comes to general crime control.
Jeffrey Bellin, a former prosecu-
tor in Washington and professor
at Vanderbilt Law School who
specializes in criminal law and
procedures, said the Constitution
doesn’t allow “the government to
be constantly checking us and
stopping to see if we’re up to any
criminal activity.”

He said checkpoints for alegal-
ly justifiable purpose — like
checking for drivers’licenses and
registrations — cannot be used as
“subterfuge” or a pretext for
stops that would otherwise not be
allowed. And though the courthas
affirmed the use of checkpoints at
the border, and even some dis-
tance away from it, to ask drivers
about immigration status, Bellin
said it was unlikely the authority
would extend to Washington.

2 sailors injured in USS New Orleans fire off Okinawa

By BrRiaAN McELHINEY
AND KEe1sH1 KoJja
Stars and Stripes

WHITE BEACH NAVAL FA-
CILITY, Okinawa — U.S. sailors
extinguished a blaze aboard the
USSNew Orleans, an amphibious
transport dock ship anchored off
Okinawa’s southeastern coast,
early Thursday after a 12-hour
battle alongside Japanese sailors
and the country’s coast guard.

Sailors aboard the New Or-
leans finally put out the fire at 4
am. with assistance from the
crew of its sister dock ship USS
San Diego moored at White
Beach.

The Japan Maritime Self-De-
fense Force, Japan coast guard
and Navy commands across OKki-
nawa also helped fight the fire,

U.S. 7th Fleet said in an unsigned
statement issued around 6 a.m.

Two sailors were treated for
minor injuries aboard the ship,
the fleet said.

The fire started in the forward
area of the 684-foot-long vessel, a
coast guard spokesman said
Wednesday. The cause is under
investigation, the fleet said.

Seventh Fleet spokesman
Cmdr. Tommy Groves declined
in an email Thursday to answer
further questions, saying he had
no additional information.

The ship may be carrying mu-
nitions, and the fire “has caused
great anxiety” to Okinawa, Gov.
Denny Tamaki said Thursday
during his regular morning news
conference, a prefecture spokes-
man said by phone.

“One wrong move could have
led to a major disaster involving
the local residents, which is ex-
tremely regrettable,” the gover-
nor said, according to the spokes-
man.

Two tugboats with the Mari-
time Self-Defense Force and two
commercial tugboats did most of
the firefighting on the Japanese
side, a coast guard spokeswoman
said Thursday. The Navy on OKi-
nawa provided logistics and com-
munications through its emer-
gency operations center.

The Harbor Boat Unit at White
Beach helped take personnel to
the tugboats and the New Or-
leans, spokeswoman Candice
Barber wrote in an email Thurs-
day.

The coast guard vessel Ishigaki

briefly stepped in after one of the
tugboats experienced mechani-
cal issues at 10:40 p.m. but stood
down after another tugboat ar-
rived about an hour later, accord-
ing to coast guard news releases.

Another undisclosed Japanese
navy vessel responded to the fire
after Camp Foster called for as-
sistance at S p.m. Wednesday, but
it left the scene sometime after
S:55 p.m. when the request was
withdrawn, the coast guard
spokeswoman said. The call was
reinstated at 7:28 p.m.

Three coast guard vessels —
the Ishigaki, the Shimagumo and
the Awagumo— were surveilling
the area as of 9:30 a.m. Thursday.

No oail spills from the New Or-
leans have been reported, the
spokeswoman said.
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Pilot health care program for
civilians in Japan extended

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The Defense Depart-
ment has extended a pilot pro-
gram to help its civilian em-
ployees in Japan find health
care, but their family members
are still not permitted to take
advantage of its services.

The program, which connects
civilians with Japanese health
care providers and issues pay-
ment guarantees, begins its sec-
ond phase Sept. 30 and contin-
ues until Sept. 29, 2026, accord-
ing to an Aug. 8 memorandum
obtained by Stars and Stripes.

The first phase began Jan. 1
with a $4.2 million budget and
was originally scheduled to con-
clude Sept. 29.

The memorandum, signed by
Anthony Tata, undersecretary
of defense personnel and readi-
ness, identified two “gaps” in
the program’s services: inter-
preter services and coverage
for DOD civilian dependents.

The program already offers
written translation services and

a bilingual customer service
call center but will add inter-
preter services for medical ap-
pointments, “subject to their
availability,” according to Ta-
ta’s memo and an email Tues-
day from Pete Graves, spokes-
man for the Military Health
System.

Assistance for dependents is
left for further study during the
second phase, according to the
memo.

The Japan Civilian Medical
Advocacy group, a grassroots
organization established to help
DOD civilians navigate Japan’s
often complex health care sys-
tem, said it was “encouraged to
see this valuable medical re-
source extended for civilians in
Japan,” according to a state-
ment provided Wednesday by
group member Alexandra
Cummings.

“However, we are disap-
pointed that the service does not
extend to dependents and civil-
ian employees continue to be
asked to put their families at
risk,” the group said.

The group also identified a
“critical gap” in accessible
emergency care for all Ameri-
cans in Japan, a topic Tata’s me-
mo does not address.

“Because this program often
takes days or longer to provide
services, it does not address the
urgent risks our community
faces in emergencies,” the
group said in the statement.

Graves said the program’s
first year was intended to estab-
lish a structure and explore its
benefits.

The second year, he said, will
“monitor participant feedback
and utilization rates to deter-
mine if the contract will expand
to include dependents of DoD
Civilians.”

Access to health care became
a concern for DOD civilians in
Japan in December 2022, when
DHA limited civilians to space-
available appointments only at
military health care facilities
and encouraged them instead to
seek care from local providers,
most of which do not accept for-
eign health insurance.

Pilot rescued off Virginia coast after Navy
F/A-18 Super Hornet crash in Atlantic

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

A Navy pilot based at Naval
Air Station Oceana was rescued
from the Atlantic Ocean off Vir-
ginia’s coast Wednesday after
ejecting from an F/A-18E Super
Hornet, according to a service
statement.

The pilot from Strike Fighter
Squadron 83 ejected just before
10 a.m. and was rescued about
an hour and 20 minutes later,
said Lt. Jackie Parashar, a

spokeswoman for Naval Air
Force Atlantic. The pilot was
transported to a local hospital
“for further medical evalua-
tion,” though the pilot’s condi-
tion was not disclosed.

Parashar said the fighter jet
remained in the ocean late
Wednesday afternoon.

It was not clear what led the
pilot to eject during the “routine
training flight.” Authorities
were beginning an investigation
into the incident, Parashar said.

Strike Fighter Squadron 83,
known as the Rampagers, flies
F/A-18Esoutof NAS Oceanaand
deploys aboard aircraft carri-
ers. It last deployed in late 2023
for nine months aboard the USS
Dwight D. Eisenhower. During
that deployment, its pilots flew
more than 1,000 combat flight
hours in the Red Sea against
Iran-backed Houthi militants in
Yemen who were attacking
commercial and military ves-
sels, according to the Navy.

Army OKs
new facility

for artillery
shells

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. Army has greenlit a
new facility to support produc-
tion ofin-demand artillery shells,
after stockpiles shrank following
shipments to Ukraine and Israel.

MSM Group North America
Inc. was awarded a $635 million
contract on Aug. 15 to design and
build the Future Artillery Com-
plex at the JTowa Army Ammuni-
tion Plant, the Army said
Wednesday.

The facility is slated for com-
pletionin August2029. It will rely
on robotics and technology to
load, assemble and pack 155 mm
munitions, an Army statement
said.

The award is part of the servic-
e’s effort to modernize and ex-
pand production of the shells,
which are used in platforms like
the M777 Howitzer and the M109
Paladin.

The Army had aimed to have
100,000 shells per month in pro-
duction by October. The goal has
since been pushed back to
mid-2026, Warren told reporters
inJuly.

It has also delivered tens of
thousands of shellsto Israel since
its 2023 conflict with Hamas be-
gan.

The Army supplies ammuni-
tion for all U.S. military services
and numerous allies, the
Wednesday statement said.

An Army statement in Febru-
ary called the 155 mm shell the
“backbone of U.S. and allied field
artillery.” It features a high-frag-
mentation steel body and about
24 pounds of explosive material.

The Army awarded a $435 mil-
lion contract in November to
buildaTNT production facility in
Kentucky, astatement said at the
time.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Calif. acting fast on congressional map

Associated Press

The national redistricting
battle entered its next phase
Thursday as California Demo-
crats were scheduled to pass a
new congressional map that
creates five winnable seats for
their party, a direct counter to
the Texas House’s approval of a
new map to create more conser-
vative-leaning seats in that
state.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som has engineered the high-
risk strategy in response to
President Donald Trump’s own
brinkmanship. Trump pushed
Texas Republicans to reopen
the legislative maps that they
passed in 2021 to squeeze out up
to five new GOP seats to help the
party stave off a midterm de-
feat.

Unlike in Texas, where pas-
sage by the Republican-con-
trolled state Senate and signa-
ture by Republican Gov. Greg
Abbott are now all that’s needed
to make the maps official, Cali-
fornia faces a more uncertain
route.

Democrats must use their
legislative supermajority to
pass the map by a two-third
margin. Then they must sched-
ule a special election in Novem-

ber for voters to approve the
map that Newsom must sign by
Friday to meet ballot deadlines.

The added complexity is be-
cause California has a voter-ap-
proved independent commis-
sion that Newsom himself
backed before Trump’s latest
redistricting maneuver. Only
the state’s voters can override
the map that commission ap-
proved in 2021.

But Newsom said extraordin-
ary steps are required to coun-
ter Texas and other Republi-
can-led states that Trump is
pushing to revise maps.

“This is a new Democratic
Party, this is a new day, this is
new energy out there all across
this country,” Newsom said
Wednesday on a call with re-
porters. “And we’re going to
fight fire with fire.”

Texas Democratic lawmak-
ers, vastly outnumbered in that
state’s legislature, delayed ap-
proval of the new map by 15
days by fleeing Texas earlier
this month in protest. They were
assigned round-the-clock police
monitoring upon their return to
ensure they attended Wednes-
day’s session.

That session ended with an
88-52 party-line vote approving

the map after more than eight
hours of debate. Democrats
have also vowed to challenge
the new Texas map in court and
complained that Republicans
made the political power move
before passing legislation re-
sponding to deadly floods that
swept the state last month.

In a sign of Democrats’ stif-
fening redistricting resolve, for-
mer President Barack Obama
on Tuesday night backed New-
som’s bid to redraw the Califor-
nia map, saying it was a neces-
sary step to stave off the GOP’s
Texas move.

“I think that approach is a
smart, measured approach,”
Obama said during a fundraiser
for the Democratic Party’s main
redistricting arm.

The incumbent president’s
party usually loses congression-
al seats in the midterm election,
and the GOP currently controls
the House of Representatives
by a mere three votes.

Trump is going beyond Texas
in his push to remake the map.
He’s pushed Republican lead-
ers in conservative states like
Indiana and Missouri to also try
to create new Republican seats.
Ohio Republicans were already
revising their map before Texas

moved. Democrats, meanwhile,
are mulling reopening Mary-
land and New York’s maps as
well.

However, more Democratic-
run states have commission sys-
tems like California’s or other
redistricting limits than Repu-
blican ones do, leaving the GOP
with a freer hand to swiftly re-
draw maps. New York, for ex-
ample, can’t draw new maps un-
til 2028 and even then only with
voter approval.

Texas Republicans openly
said they were acting in their
party’sinterest. State Rep. Todd
Hunter, who wrote the legisla-
tion formally creating the new
map, noted that the U.S. Su-
preme Court has allowed politi-
cians to redraw districts for
nakedly partisan purposes.

There was little that outnum-
bered Democrats could do other
than fume and threaten a law-
suit to block the map. Because
the Supreme Court has blessed
purely partisan gerrymander-
ing, the only way opponents can
stop the new Texas map would
be by arguing it violates the Vot-
ing Rights Act requirement to
keep minority communities to-
gether so they can select repre-
sentatives of their choice.

Court throws out civil fraud penalty against Trump

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A New York
appeals court on Thursday
threw out President Donald
Trump’s massive civil fraud
penalty while upholding a judg-
e’s finding that he exaggerated
his wealth for decades. The rul-
ing spares Trump from a poten-
tial half-billion-dollar fine but
bans him and his two eldest sons
from serving in corporate lead-
ership for a few years.

The decision came seven
months after the Republican re-
turned to the White House. A
panel of five judges in New
York’s mid-level Appellate Divi-
sionsaid the verdict, which stood

to cost Trump more than $515
million and rock his real estate
empire, was “excessive.”

After finding Trump engaged
in fraud by flagrantly padding fi-
nancial statements that went to
lenders and insurers, Judge Ar-
thur Engoron ordered him last
yeartopay $355 million in penal-
ties. With interest, the sum has
topped $515 million.

The total —combined with pe-
nalties levied on some other
Trump Organization executives,
including Trump’s sons Eric and
Donald Jr. — now exceeds $527
million, with interest.

“While the injunctive relief or-
dered by the courtis well crafted

tocurb defendants’ business cul-
ture, the court’s disgorgement
order, which directs that defen-
dants pay nearly half a billion
dollars to the State of New York,
is an excessive fine that violates
the Eighth Amendment of the
United States Constitution,”
Judges Dianne T. Renwick and
Peter H. Moulton wrote in one of
several opinions shaping the ap-
peals court’s ruling.

Engoron’s other punishments,
upheld by the appeals court,
have been on pause during
Trump’s appeal, and he was able
to hold off collection of the mon-
ey by posting a $175 million
bond.

The court, which split on the
merits of the lawsuit and Engo-
ron’s fraud finding, dismissed
the penalty in its entirety while
also leaving a pathway for an ap-
peal to the state’s highest court,
the Courtof Appeals. Trump and
his co-defendants, the judges
wrote, can seek to extend the
pause on any punishments tak-
ing effect.

The panel was sharply divid-
ed, issuing 323 pages of concur-
ring and dissenting opinions
with no majority. Rather, some
judges endorsed parts of their
colleagues’ findings while de-
nouncing others, enabling the
courttorule.
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Gabbard to slash intel workforce

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Office
of the Director of National Intel-
ligence will dramatically re-
duce its workforce and cut its
budget by more than $700 mil-
lion annually, the Trump ad-
ministration announced
Wednesday.

The move amounts to a major
downsizing of the office respon-
sible for coordinating the work
of 18 intelligence agencies, in-
cluding on counterterrorism
and counterintelligence, as
President Donald Trump has
tangled with assessments from
the intelligence community.

His administration also this
week has revoked the security

clearances of dozens of officials,
while last month declassifying
documents meant to call into
question long-settled judg-
ments about Russian interfe-
rence in the 2016 election.

“Over the last 20 years, ODNI
has become bloated and ineffi-
cient, and the intelligence com-
munity is rife with abuse of
power, unauthorized leaks of
classified intelligence and poli-
ticized weaponization of intelli-
gence,” Tulsi Gabbard, the di-
rector of national intelligence,
said.

She added: “Ending the
weaponization of intelligence
and holding bad actors accoun-
table are essential to begin to

earn the American people’s
trust which has long been erod-
ed.”

Among the changes are to the
Foreign Malign Influence Cen-
ter, which is meant to track in-
fluence operations from abroad
and threats to elections. Offi-
cials said it has become “redun-
dant” and that its core functions
would be integrated into other
parts of the government.

The reorganizationis part of a
broader administration effort to
rethink how it tracks foreign
threats to American elections, a
topic that has become politically
loaded given Trump’s long-run-
ning resistance to the intelli-
gence community’s assessment

that Russia interfered on his be-
half in the 2016 election.

In February, for instance, At-
torney General Pam Bondi dis-
banded an FBI task force fo-
cused on investigating foreign
influence operations, including
those that target U.S. elections.

The Trump administration
also has made sweeping cuts at
the U.S. Cybersecurity and In-
frastructure Security Agency,
which oversees the nation’s crit-
ical infrastructure, including
election systems. And the State
Department in April shut down
its office that sought to deal with
misinformation Russia, China
and Iran have been accused of
spreading.

Judge refuses to unseal grand jury transcripts

Associated Press

NEW YORK — A federal
judge on Wednesday rejected
the Trump administration’s re-
quest to unseal grand jury tran-
scripts from Jeffrey Epstein’s
sex trafficking case, joining two
other judges who declined to re-
lease similar records from in-
vestigations into the late finan-
cier’s sexual abuse.

Judge Richard Berman, who
presided over the 2019 case,
ruled a week after another Man-
hattan federal judge turned

down the government request
to release transcripts from the
grand jury that indicted Ep-
stein’s longtime confidante
Ghislaine Maxwell.

Barring reversal on appeal,
Berman’s decision appears to
foreclose the possibility of fed-
eral courts releasing Epstein-
related grand jury testimony. A
federal judge in Florida de-
clined torelease grand jury doc-
uments from an investigation
there in 2005 and 2007, though
some material from a state case

against Epstein was made pub-
lic last year.

The rulings were a resound-
ing repudiation of the Justice
Department’s effort to unlock
the records, a move the admin-
istration undertook amid a
fierce backlash over its refusal
to release documents.

Berman and the judge in
Maxwell’s case, Paul A. Engel-
mayer, made clear in their rul-
ings that the grand jury tran-
scripts contain none of the an-
swers likely to satisfy public in-

terest in the case.

President Donald Trump had
called for the release of tran-
scripts amid rumors and criti-
cism about his long-ago involve-
ment with Epstein. Trump
promised to release files related
to Epstein, but he was met with
criticism when the small num-
ber of records released by his
Justice Department lacked new
revelations.

Each of the judges who de-
clined to release transcripts cit-
ed grand jury secrecy rules.

State Department employee fired over talking points on Israel

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The State
Department has fired a press of-
ficer who was responsible for
drafting Trump administration
talking points about policy to-
ward Israel and Gaza after com-
plaints from the U.S. Embassy
in Jerusalem.

Officials said Shahed Gho-
reishi, a contractor working for
the Bureau of Near East Affairs,
was terminated following two
incidents last week in which his
loyalty to Trump policies was

called into question.

Ghoreishi, who is Iranian
American, also was targeted
Wednesday by right-wing per-
sonality Laura Loomer, who ac-
cused him of not being fully sup-
portive of the administration’s
policies in the Middle East.

According to Ghoreishi and
two current U.S. officials, Gho-
reishi drew the ire of a senior of-
ficial at the U.S. Embassy in Je-
rusalem and then top aides to
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
for drafting a response to a que-

ry from The Associated Press
last week. The question related
to discussions between Israel
and South Sudan about reloca-
tion of Palestinians from Gaza
to South Sudan.

The draft response included a
line that said the U.S. does not
support the forced relocation of
Gazans, something that Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his spe-
cial envoy Steve Witkoff have
said repeatedly.

However, according to Gho-
reishi and the officials, that line

wasrejected by the U.S. Embas-
sy in Jerusalem, leading to
questions about policy back in
Washington.

Ghoreishi also said he ques-
tioned a statement from the em-
bassy that referred to the West
Bank as “Judea and Samaria,”
the Biblical name for the Pales-
tinian territory that some right-
wing Israeli officials prefer.
Mike Huckabee, U.S. ambassa-
dor to Israel, also has repeated-
ly backed referring to the West
Bank by Judea and Samaria.
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DC unemployment rate
again highest in country

D WASHINGTON —
The seasonably ad-
justed unemployment rate in
Washington, D.C., was the high-
est in the nation for the third
straight month, according to
new data released Tuesday by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

D.C.sjoblessrate reached 6%
in July, a reflection of the mass
layoffs of federal workers, ush-
ered in by President Donald
Trump’s Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency, earlier this
year. An overall decline in inter-
national tourism — which is a
main driver of D.C.’s income —
is also expected to have an im-
pact on the unemployment rate
in the District.

Neighboring states also saw
an uptick in unemployment
rates in July — with Maryland
at 3.4% (up from 3.3%) and Vir-
ginia at 3.6% (up from 3.5%), ac-
cording to the state-by-state
jobless figures.

In July, the Supreme Court
cleared the way for Trump ad-
ministration plans to downsize
the federal workforce further,
despite warnings that critical
government services will be lost
and hundreds of thousands of
federal employees will be out of
their jobs.

Reporter: Mayor’s ex-aide
gave her a cash-filled bag

NEW YORK — A

longtime adviser to
New York City Mayor Eric
Adams who resigned from his
administration while under FBI
scrutiny gave a reporter a pota-
to chip bag filled with cash
Wednesday following a cam-
paign event, a gift her lawyer
later insisted wasn’t an attempt-

ed bribe.

The local news site The City
reported the episode hours after
one of its reporters said Winnie
Greco had pressed a bag of pota-
to chips into her hands contain-
ing a red envelope with a $100
bill and several $20 bills. The re-
porter, Katie Honan, had scruti-
nized Greco’s conduct in the
past as a major fundraiser for
Adams in the Chinese Ameri-
can community.

Greco’s attorney, Steven
Brill, said the situation was be-
ing “blown out of proportion.”

“This was not a bag of cash,”
Brill wrote in an email. “In the
Chinese culture, money is often
given to others in a gesture of
friendship and gratitude. And
that’s all that was done here.
Winnie‘s intention was born
purely out of kindness.”

Asked why Greco wanted to
make such a gesture to Honan,
Brill said, “She knows the re-
porter and is fond of her.”

The City said it interviewed
Greco later Wednesday and she
apologized, saying she made “a
mistake.”

Settlement mandates
education up to age 22

M HELENA — A fed-
eral district court
approved a settlement dictating
that Montana students with in-
dividualized education pro-
grams are eligible for public
education up to the age of 22.
In the Aug. 13 settlement be-
tween Disability Rights Monta-
na and the state, the Montana
Office of Public Instruction
must offer students with dis-
abilities access to public educa-
tion past the age of 18.
A9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals case in Hawaii from 2013
established a parallel prece-

dent. Most states maintain a
similar policy.

Montana federal Judge Dana
Christensen approved the set-
tlement, which mandates that
the Montana Office of Public In-
struction offer re-enrollment to
students with individualized
education plans who graduated
without a diploma in the spring
of 2025.

Carrying some weapons
now won't bring charges

D WASHINGTON —

Federal prosecutors
in the nation’s capital will no
longer bring felony charges
against people for possessing ri-
fles or shotguns in the District of
Columbia, according to a new
policy adopted by the leader of
the nation’s largest U.S. attor-
ney’s office.

That office will continue to
pursue charges when someone
is accused of using a shotgun or
rifle in a violent crime or has a
criminal record that makes it il-
legal to have a firearm.

Local authorities in Washing-
ton can prosecute people for il-
legally possessing unregistered
rifles and shotguns.

U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro
said in a statement that the
change is based on guidance
from the Justice Department
and the Office of Solicitor Gen-
eral and conforms with two Su-
preme Court decisions on gun
rights.

Prosecutor under review
after warning amid arrest

R NEWPORT — A

Rhode Island prosecu-
tor is under review after police
body camera footage recorded
her warning officers “you’re
gonna regret this” while she
was being arrested.

Devon Flanagan, a special as-
sistant attorney general, was ar-
rested outside a restaurant by
Newport police Aug. 14 for tres-
passing, according to law en-
forcement.

Body camera footage provid-
ed by the police department
shows Flanagan asking an offi-
cer multiple times to turn off his
body camera and then repeat-
edly saying “I'm an AG.”

Eventually, Flanagan is putin
a patrol vehicle and says, “Bud-
dy, you’re gonna regret this.
You’re gonna regret it.”

Shrimp recalled over
potential contamination

D WASHINGTON —

Walmart has re-
called frozen, raw shrimp sold
in 13 states because federal
health officials say it could have
potential radioactive contami-
nation.

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration asked Walmart to
pull three lots of Great Value
brand frozen shrimp from
stores after federal officials de-
tected Cesium-137, a radioac-
tive isotope, in shipping con-
tainers and a sample of breaded
shrimp imported from Indone-
sia.

The products could pose a
“potential health concern” for
people exposed to low levels of
Cesium-137 over time, FDA of-
ficials said.

“If you have recently pur-
chased raw frozen shrimp from
Walmart that matches this de-
scription, throw it away,” FDA
officials said in a statement.

The risk from the recalled
shrimp is “quite low,” said Do-
nald Schaffner, a food safety ex-
pert at Rutgers University.

— From wire reports
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Sinner, Alcaraz still rule as US Open arrives

Associated Press

NEW YORK — OK, sure,
maybe it wouldn’t be rational to
say there’s no point in actually
holdingthe full U.S. Openandin-
stead just fast-forwarding to the
inevitable matchup for the
men’s championship between
Jannik Sinner — assuming he’s
healthy—and Carlos Alcaraz on
Sept.7.

Seems reasonable, though.

“We know,” Novak Djokovic
acknowledged, “they’re the
dominant force right now.”

When singles action begins
Sunday at Flushing Meadows, a
change from the usual Monday
start, there are cases to be made
forvarious players to make their
way to the women’s final. The
top three in the rankings — No. 1
Aryna Sabalenka, No. 2 Iga
Swiatek and No. 3 Coco Gauff —
have won the past three U.S.
Open titles, for example. Other
past major champions such as
Naomi Osakaor Elena Rybakina
have performed well lately,
maybe a new face will emerge.

When it comes to the men,
however, there really is just one
name that matters in this post-

Big Three era, and that name is
“Sincaraz,” the silly, made-up,
“Fedal”-style mashup of the
guys who are ranked No. 1 (Sin-
ner) and No. 2 (Alcaraz) and
have claimed seven Grand Slam
trophies in a row and nine of the
last12.

Djokovic took the other three
in that span.

Thereisnothing quitelikeitin
the women’s game at the mo-
ment. The past five Slams were
won by five players: Swiatek
(Wimbledon in July), Gauff
(French OpeninJune), Madison
Keys (Australian Open in Janu-
ary), Sabalenka (last year’s U.S.
Open) and Barbora Krejcikova
(last year’s Wimbledon).

“Sinner and Alcaraz,” said
Marcos Giron,an American who
has been ranked 37th and faced
both, “are bringing a ridiculous
level, week in and week out.”

Look at the ATP rankings,
which either could lead after the
U.S. Open. Look at the titles.
Look at the past two Grand Slam
finals, with Alcaraz erasing a
two-set deficit and saving three
championship points to win the
French Open in June, before

Sinner won in four sets at Wim-
bledon in July. Look at the most
recent Masters 1000 tourna-
ment, the Cincinnati Open,
where Sinner didn’tdrop aseten
route to Monday’s final but quit
because he was feeling ill, ced-
ing the trophy to Alcaraz.

Thatended Sinner’s 26-match
winning streak on hard courts;
Alcaraz was responsible for the
previous defeat, too. Alcaraz col-
lected his tour-leading sixth tro-
phythisseasonand has won 39 of
his most recent 41 contests.

Since Sinner returned in May
from a three-month doping ban,
Cincinnati was the fourth event
both entered — and they met to
decide the title in all four.

They hit the ball as hard as
anyone. Sinner’s returns rival
Djokovic’s for best in the game.
Alcaraz’s drop shots are unrival-
ed. The athleticism displayed by
both is remarkable. Alcaraz
might be the fastest guy around.
Sinner’slonglimbsreach every-
thing.

What sets them apart from
others?

“Their confidence. Their ball-
striking. Their movement is ba-

sically perfect,” said Sam Quer-
rey, aformer player who made it
to Wimbledon’s semifinals and
the U.S. Open’s quarterfinals.
“It seems like they hit the ball
withjustalittle extraforce when
they need to.”

It leaves other elite players
such as Ben Shelton, the 22-
year-old American who is
ranked No. 6, so-close-yet-so-far
at majors.

Shelton’s 2025 Grand Slam re-
sumeincludeslossesto Sinnerat
the Australian Open, to Alcaraz
atthe French Openand toSinner
at Wimbledon.

“Frustrating,” Shelton said.
“Two very different players and
challenges.”

The sample size is, admitted-
ly, small, but these two are pro-
ducing the sort of riveting points
and thrill-a-minute matches
that Roger Federer vs. Rafael
Nadal, or Nadal vs. Djokovic,
used to.

“The rivalry is real. It’s
there,” said Darren Cahill, one
of Sinner’s two coaches. “And
hopefully it’s going to be there
and real for the next 10 or 12
years.”

Schedule strength to play bigger role in CFP selections

Associated Press

The College Football Playoff selection
committee announced Wednesday that it
will place more emphasis on strength of
schedule this year when determining which
teams make the 12-team field.

The committee said in a statement that
the schedule strength metric has been ad-
justed to apply greater weight to games
against strong opponents. An additional
metric, record strength, has been added to
go beyond a team’s schedule strength to as-
sess how a team performed against that
schedule.

“This metric rewards teams defeating
high-quality opponents while minimizing
the penalty for losing to such a team,” the
committee said. “Conversely, these chang-
es will provide minimal reward for defeat-
ing a lower-quality opponent while impos-
ing a greater penalty for losing to such a
team.”

The adjustment to the evaluation process
comes after some in the Southeastern Con-
ference complained about last season’s in-
clusion of — at the time of selections — an
11-2 SMU of the Atlantic Coast Conference
over a 9-3 Alabama or even a 9-3 South Car-
olina or 9-3 Mississippi.

The Mustangs’ losses were to an un-
ranked BYU and a ranked Clemson in the
ACC championship game. The Crimson
Tide had bad losses against Vanderbilt and
Oklahoma, both .S00 at the time, but also
had wins over a second-ranked Georgia, No.
21 Missouri and No. 14 LSU.

Prompted by concerns about how teams
that don’t play in conference championship
games are judged, the committee reviewed
the movement of idle teams from the sec-
ond-to-last ranking to final ranking. The se-
lection committee reaffirmed that move-
ment in the final week should be evidence-
based, and did not recommend creating a

formal policy prohibiting such movement.

The committee also updated its policy on
recusal of selection committee members.

A member will be fully recused from the
evaluation of a team if they receive direct
compensation from the school in question
or has an immediate family member who is
a football player, football staff member or
senior administrator at the school. A fully
recused member is not allowed to partici-
pate in any deliberations or vote concerning
that school.

A member will be partially recused if
they have a secondary relationship with the
school in question, such as an immediate
family member employed by the institution
but outside of the football program or senior
administration. A partially recused mem-
ber may remain present and participate in
discussions related to the team in question,
but is not allowed to participate in votes in-
volving the team.
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Maher wants to hook Americans on rughy

Associated Press

SUNDERLAND, England —
Ilona Maher’s mission at the
Women’s Rugby World Cup is
about more than just winning
games.

Heading into the United
States’ tournament opener on
Friday, the world’s most fol-
lowed rugby player on social
media wants to get more eye-
balls on the sport as it ramps up
attempts to crack the market in
America.

“Not many people know that
there’s a Women’s Rugby
World Cup going on, so we try
to get as many people as we can
to spread that knowledge,”
Mabher said ahead of the match
against host England in the
World Cup curtain-raiser in
Sunderland.

“We want the fans in Amer-
ica to see us play here because
we’ve got a World Cup there in
eight years and we need to start
building for that.”

Rugby authorities see Amer-

ica as a vital new market for the
sport. The United States will
stage the men’s Rugby World
Cup in 2031 and the women’s
tournament in 2033.

The presence of Maher is key
to attracting attention on rugby
in the U.S., given she has 5.2
million followers on Instagram
and 3.6 million on TikTok —
platforms on which she pro-
motes body positivity.

The 29-year-old Vermont na-
tive believes she and her team-
mates are “changing the game
on and off the field a lot.

“This is a time where wom-
en’s rugby is in a state where it
could grow massively,” she
said, “and I do believe this team
is at the forefront with how we
present ourselves and people’s
perception of us.”

Maher certainly stands out,
having been named as the best
breakthrough athlete at the ES-
PYs last month.

She used that opportunity to
urge a theater full of fellow

American sports glitterati to try
and catch the Women’s Rugby
World Cup.

“You’re not going to under-
stand it the first time you watch
it,” Maher said.

“You’re not going to under-
stand the second time either,
but just keep watching.”

What she was promising any
perseverer was a rousing show
— with Americans in it! —in an
era-defining World Cup that
has set records even before it
Kicks off.

Rugby fans anticipating the
10th and best Women’s World
Cup yet have gobbled up tickets
at a stunning rate.

Faraway New Zealand host-
ed the last tournament in 2022
and sold a record 150,000 tick-
ets.

This year more than 375,000
tickets — 80% of the total —
have gone, and the Sept. 27 fi-
nal is sold out, guaranteeing the
largest crowd ever for a one-
day women’s rugby event.

In an interview with the BBC
ahead of the World Cup, she
said she has been approached
by the WWE — joking that her
ring name would be “Maher-
vellous” if she ever became a
wrestler — and that she’d love
to get into acting.

First, though, she wants to
deliver at the World Cup, start-
ing with a match against Eng-
land, the tournament favorite.

A star in rugby sevens, in
which she won a bronze medal
with the U.S. team at the Paris
Olympics last year, Maher also
had a three-month stint at Eng-
lish club Bristol in the 15
players-a-team format at the
start of 202S.

“I think it’s so cool,” Maher
said, “that we’re up here, so far
away from maybe where rugby
union is big, and yet we’re get-
ting 40,000 people out to a
game.”

The Americans also will play
Australia and Samoa in Pool A
at the World Cup.

Sex testing to be required for next month’s worlds match

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES— The govern-
ing body for Olympic-style box-
ing will require sex testing for all
fighters wishing to compete in the
women’s division at its world
championships next month.

World Boxing already had an-
nounced its plan to require com-
petitors to undergo a polymerase
chain reaction test or an equiva-
lent genetic screening test to de-
termine their sex at birth. The
rules will be implemented ahead
of the World Boxing Champion-
ships in Liverpool, England, in
early September, the organiza-
tion announced Wednesday.

The tests identify the presence
or absence of Y chromosome ge-
netic material as the indicator of
biological sex.

“World Boxing respects the
dignity of all individuals and is
keen to ensure it is as inclusive as
possible,” World Boxing presi-

dent Boris Van Der Vorst said.

“Yetin a combat sport like box-
ing, we have a duty of care to de-
liver safety and competitiveness
fairness, which are the key princi-
ples that have guided the devel-
opment and creation of this poli-
cy.)’

Paris Olympic champion
Imane Khelif of Algeria declined
to enter a World Boxing tourna-
ment in the Netherlands in June,
shortly after the governing body
initially announced its plans to in-
troduce sex testing.

Van Der Vorst later apologized
for specifically naming Khelif,
who initially planned to fight in
the tournament, while outlining
World Boxing’s future testing
plans.

Khelif and fellow gold medalist
Lin Yu-ting from Taiwan ex-
celled in Paris under a harsh spot-
light of widespread scrutiny and
misconception about their sex.

The 26-year-old Khelif repeated-
ly has said she was born a woman,
and she has competed at all levels
of women’s amateur boxing for
nearly a decade.

Chromosome testing was com-
mon in Olympic sports during the
20th century but was largely
abandoned in the 1990s because
of numerous ambiguities that
couldn’t be easily resolved by the
tests, collectively known as differ-
ences in sex development. Many
sports switched to hormone test-
ing to determine sex eligibility,
but those tests require governing
bodies to make difficult decisions
on the eligibility of women with
naturally high testosterone levels.

World Boxing said athletes
with DSD in which male androge-
nization occurs will be eligible to
compete only in the men’s catego-
ry.
But the governing body also
said it would offer extensive addi-

tional analysis and evaluation for
athletes with Y chromosome ge-
netic material who wish to com-
pete in the women’s categories,
including genetic screening, hor-
monal profiles, anatomical exam-
ination and further evaluation of
endocrine profiles by medical
specialists. An appeals process al-
so is available.

National federations are re-
sponsible for conducting the tests
and submitting the results, World
Boxing said.

Earlier this year, World Athlet-
ics — the governing body for
track and field — became the first
Olympic sport to reintroduce
chromosome testing, requiring
athletes who compete in the
women’s events to submit to the
test once in their careers. World
Athletics has set a deadline of
Sept. 1 for athletes to submit to the
gene tests ahead of the world
championships.
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Diamondbacks rally to beat Guardians

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Lourdes Gurriel
Jr. led off the ninth inning with a
tying homer, Adrian Del Castillo
hadabroken-bat RBIsingleinthe
10th and the Arizona Diamond-
backs beat the Cleveland Guardi-
ans 3-2 on Wednesday.

Gurriel hit his 17th home of the
season, a 424-foot shot to left off
Cade Smith. The Arizona outfiel-
der also had an RBI single off
Parker Messick in the first.

Making his major league de-
but, Messick allowed arunon sev-
en hits in 6% innings, leaving with
a2-1lead. The left-hander struck
out six and walked one.

In the bottom of the 10th, Alex
Thomasled offwith sacrifice bunt
to move automatic runner Pavin
Smith to third, and Del Castillo
followed with the broken-bat sin-
gletoleft.

Brandon Pfaadt allowed two
runs on five hits in seven innings
for Arizona.

Pirates 2, Blue Jays 1: Johan
Oviedo earned his first major
league win since 2023 and host
Pittsburgh beat Toronto to take
the three-game series.

Oviedo (1-0) struck out six, al-
lowed two hits, one run and had a
walk in five innings. Dennis San-
tana struck out one in a perfect
ninth for his ninth save.

Toronto, first in the AL East,
dropped two of three to Pitts-
burgh, last in the NL Central.

Phillies 11, Mariners 2: Trea
Turner had five hits and a pair of
RBIs, Kyle Schwarber homered
and drove in five runs, and Phila-
delphia completed a three-game
sweep of Seattle with a home win.

Turner has six multi-hit games
in his last seven. He led off the
game with a triple and collected
four singles.

Schwarber hit a National
League-leading 45th homer and
had an RBI double, a run-scoring
single and a sacrifice fly.

Max Kepler had three hits, in-
cluding ahomer, and Bryson Stott
had three hits and two RBIs for
the Phillies, who have won four
straight.

Jesus Luzardo (12-6) allowed
one run on three hits.

Julio Rodriguez and Eugenio
Suérez each hit solo homers for
Seattle, which has lost five
straight and seven of eight.

Tigers 7, Astros 2: Dillon Din-
gler tripled in a six-run first in-
ning and Detroit swept Houston
with a home win.

Dingler added a double and
scored twice as the Tigers won for
the seventh time in eight games.
The Astros have lost four straight.

Framber Valdez (11-7) gave up
seven runs, matching a season
high, in five innings.

The Tigers scored five runs be-
fore Valdez recorded an out.

Marlins 6, Cardinals 2: Sandy
Alcantara pitched two-run ball
for seven innings, rookie Maximo
Acosta homered for his first ca-
reer hit and host Miami beat St.
Louis.

Alcantara (7-11) scattered five
hits and struck out a season-high
nine.

Acosta hit a fastball from Car-
dinals starter Andre Pallante 418
feet over the wall in center in the
sixth inning to increase Miami’s
lead to 5-2.

Nationals 5, Mets 4: Josh Bell
homered and drove in two runs,
rookie reliever Cole Henry
pitched out of ajamin the sixthin-
ning and host Washington held on
tobeat New York 5-4,ending their
three-game winning streak.

Rookie Brad Lord (4-6) pitched
five sharp innings for the Nation-
als before losing his command in
the sixth. He walked the first two
batters, then gave up back-to-
back one-out doubles to Pete
Alonso and Jeff McNeil that got
the Mets within S-4.

Braves 1, White Sox 0: Hur-
ston Waldrep struck out a career
best-tying seven in seven innings
as host Atlanta beat Chicago.

Marcell Ozuna scored from
third base in the fourth inning on
aninfield error as Atlanta took the
rubber game of the three-game
series. Raisel Igelesias pitched
the ninth for his 21st save.

Chicago has now lost six of its

last seven games and 13 of its last
16.

Yankees 6, Rays 4 (10): Gian-
carlo Stanton hit a pinch-hit, two-
run home runin the top of the 10th
inning tolift the Yankees to aroad
win over Tampa Bay.

The late power surge came af-
ter Rays catcher Hunter Feduc-
cia doubled off Yankees closer
David Bednar with two outsin the
ninth, drivingintworunstotiethe
game. Bednar (4-S) stole the win
from rookie Cam Schlittler.

Schlittler held the Rays score-
less and to one hit over a career-
high 6% innings.

Rangers 6, Royals 3: Kyle Hi-
gashioka had a three-run double
in the ninth inning after a two-out
error by Vinnie Pasquantino, and
visiting Texas rallied to beat Kan-
sas City.

Wyatt Langford drew a two-out
walk from Sam Long (1-3) and Co-
rey Seager was safe when Pas-
quantino misplayed his slow roll-
er at first.

Hoby Milner (2-3) got the final
four outs for the win.

Athletics 4, Twins 2 (10): Shea
Langeliers hit a two-run homerin
the 10th inning and the visiting
Athletics beat Minnesota.

Langeliers hit a 401-foot shot to
right-center off Génesis Cabrera
(0-1) with automatic runner Nick
Kurtz on second. The Athletics
finished 1 for 9 with runners in
scoring position.

Michael Kelly (3-2) got the final
two outs in the ninth for the victo-
ry, and Tyler Ferguson worked
the 10th for his second save.

Minnesota tied it in the fifth on
Trevor Larnach’s RBI single and
Brooks Lee’s run-scoring double
to center.

Cubs 4, Brewers 3: Michael
Busch hit a three-run double off
Jacob Misiorowski, and host Chi-
cago beat Milwaukee for their
third consecutive victory over the
NL Central leaders.

Matt Shaw added a solo homer
as Chicago won for the fifth time
in six games. Colin Rea (10-5)
pitched three-hit ball into the
sixth inning.

The Cubs improved to 7-S
against the Brewers this year,
clinching the season series. They
trail Milwaukee by six games go-
ing intothe series finale on Thurs-
day.

Rockies 8, Dodgers 3: Hunter
Goodman had three hits and
three RBIs, Tanner Gordon gave
up one run in six innings, and
MLB-worst Colorado roughed up
Shohei Ohtani in his first pitching
start at Coors Field in a home vic-
tory over Los Angeles. The reign-
ing National League MVP got hit
on the right leg off the bat of Col-
orado’s Orlando Arciao in the
fourth inning.

The Rockies, whoare 37-90 and
35 games behind the Dodgers in
the NL West, have won seven of
their last nine. The Dodgers had
won 28 of their previous 35 games
against Colorado.

Gordon (4-5) earned the win for
the Rockies after surrendering 26
earned runs across 15% innings in
his previous four starts.

Angels 2, Reds 1: Yusei Kiku-
chi threw seven strong innings,
Luis Rengifo hit a tiebreaking
RBI single in the eighth and host
Los Angeles beat Cincinnati.

Bryce Teodosio doubled off re-
liever Graham Ashcraft (7-S) to
openthe eighth and took thirdona
wild pitch. Oswald Peraza
grounded out, with Teodosio
holding, and Rengifo fisted an
RBI single over third baseman
Ke’Bryan Hayes’ head for the
lead.

Padres 8, Giants 1: Gavin
Sheets hit two of host San Diego’s
four home runs and drove in four
runs, and Fernando Tatis Jr.
robbed San Francisco’s Rafael
Devers of a homer as the Padres
beat the Giants.

Manny Machado and Ryan
O’Hearn also homered for the Pa-
dres, who pulled within one game
of the Los Angeles Dodgers in the
NL West.

Tatis made a sensational leap-
ing catch torob Devers in the first
after the left-hander hit a high fly
ball to right field off left-hander
JP Sears.
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