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US pounds militants in Syria after attacks

By JosEpH DITZLER
AND CAITLIN DOORNBOS
Stars and Stripes

U.S. forces struck back with
airstrikes and artillery, killing
at least four Iranian-backed
militants in response to rocket
attacks in Syria that injured
three Americans, the Central
Command said Thursday.

Several rockets landed
around 7:20 p.m. local time
Wednesday inside the perime-
ter of Mission Support Site Co-
noco in northeast Syria, accord-
ing to the release. Shortly after,
additional rockets landed near
Mission Support Site Green Vil-
lage.

One U.S. service member in
Mission Support Site Conoco
was treated for a minor injury
and returned to duty. Two oth-
ers were evaluated for minor in-
juries, CENTCOM said.

“We wiII take
all necessary
measures to
defend our
people.”

Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla
CENTCOM commander

The U.S. responded with
AH-64 Apache attack helicop-
ters, AC-130 gunships and M777
howitzers to strike “Iran-affi-
liated militants,” killing at least
four militants and destroying
seven of their rocket launchers,
CENTCOM added.

CENTCOM said the U.S. was

not seeking conflict with Iran
but would “continue to take the
measures necessary to protect
and defend our people.”

“We will respond appro-
priately and proportionally to
attacks on our service mem-
bers,” CENTCOM commander
Gen. Michael “Erik” Kurilla
said in a statement. “No group
will strike at our troops with im-
punity. We will take all neces-
sary measures to defend our
people.”

Kurilla said the U.S. had re-
sponded “appropriately and
proportionally” to the militant
attacks on Americans in Syria.

Wednesday’s attacks oc-
curred a day after U.S. air-
strikes in Syria on sites associat-
ed with Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps, according to
CENTCOM.

Those strikes targeted a camp

run by Shiite fighters from Af-
ghanistan, and killed at least six
Syrian and foreign militants, ac-
cording to The Associated
Press.

Iran has denied any ties to the
groups targeted in the recent at-
tacks.

The clashes have taken place
at a sensitive time in relations
between the United States and
Iran as multinational talks on
reviving the Iran nuclear deal
are reported to be making pro-
gress.

The talks are aimed at pre-
venting Tehran from develop-
ing nuclear weapons.

U.S. officials have insisted
there is no link between the
strikes and negotiations to re-
vive the deal.

Navy looks to fill at-sea leadership billets

By JuaN King
Stars and Stripes

The Navy is turning to chief
petty officers to fill critical at-
sea billets at three duty loca-
tions, according to a recent Na-
vy administrative message.

The service created a new pi-
lot program, the Senior Enlisted
Advance to Position, or SEAP2,
to incentivize E-8 and E-9 sail-
ors to sign up for specific lea-
dership billets, according to the
Aug. 22 message, NAVADMIN
178/22.

“Navy Chiefs are essential to
the operation and readiness of
our fleet,” said Vice Adm. Rick
Cheeseman, chief of naval per-
sonnel, in a Navy news release
on Aug. S. “SEA2P aims to re-
ward Senior Enlisted who are
willing to take the hard jobs
where their experience and lea-

dership mean the most, while
ensuring our deploying units
have the people they need to ac-
complish the mission.”

The program, offered only to
active-duty sailors, is designed

0 “aggressively fill critical at-
sea leadership billets,” accord-
ing to the message.

The first deadline for applica-
tions is Wednesday; the second
round concludes Oct. 17. Inter-
ested chiefs may apply with a
personnel action form at the
MyNavy website.

The duty locations are with
the Nimitz Carrier Strike
Group, homeported at Naval
Base Kitsap in Bremerton,
Wash.; the Bataan Amphibious
Ready Group, homeported at
Joint Expeditionary Base Little
Creek, Va.; and the aircraft car-
rier George Washington, home-

ported at Naval Station Norfolk,
Va.

The program will automati-
cally approve selected sailors’
high-year tenure waivers so
they can participate in SEA2P.
High-year tenure is the maxi-
mum number of years an enlist-
ed service member can serve at
their current rank without be-
ing promoted.

A billet selection board of se-
nior representatives, along with
command staff, will screen in-
terested sailors for the critical
billets, the message said.

Applicants must be either E-7
or E-8 but were not selected for
advancement to E-8 or E-9 by
fiscal year 2023 promotion
boards. They must have the re-
quired Navy Enlisted Classifi-
cation codes associated with the
billet for which they apply. A

at 3 locations

waiver may apply if the candi-
date has prerequisite experi-
ence and can obtain the classifi-
cation before reporting.

Each candidate is expected to
complete three years at the
SEA2P billet location and will
be permanently promoted upon
reporting, the document states.
Sailors who are chosen will re-
ceive orders for a new duty sta-
tion within 30-45 days.

“Sailors need our Chiefs, our
Senior Chiefs, and our Master
Chiefs, to lead from the front,”
Chief of Naval Personnel Fleet
Master Chief Delbert Terrell
said in the release. “Our Sailors
expect it and require their con-
tinued leadership, experience,
and mentorship. SEA2P helps
us make that happen, while of-
fering promotion to those mo-
tivators who apply.”
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USS Bush carrier
strike unit arrives
in Mediterranean

By ALisoN BaTH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — A Navy carrier strike
group with more than 6,000 sailors entered
the Mediterranean Sea on Thursday, in a con-
tinuing demonstration of U.S. and NATO re-
solve as Russia’s war on Ukraine stretchesin-
to its sixth month.

The George H.W. Bush Carrier Strike
Group transited the Strait of Gibraltar on a
scheduled deployment to the area of oper-
ations of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa
and U.S. 6th Fleet, the service said in a state-
ment.

The transit marked the first time the air-
craft carrier USS George H.-W. Bushhasbeen
intheregion since 2017, according to the state-
ment.

The newly arrived strike group includes
Carrier Air Wing 7, Destroyer Squadron 26
and the cruiser USS Leyte Gulf.

It is expected to relieve the Harry S. Tru-
man Carrier Strike Group, which has been on
duty inthe Mediterranean for more than eight
months, USNI News reported Aug. 8. But the
Navy has not yet said whether that is the case.

In December, Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin ordered Truman to remain in the Med-
iterranean as a show of U.S. and NATO
strength amid Russia’s military buildup along
the borders of Ukraine.

The carrierhad been scheduled to deploy to
U.S. Sth Fleet in the Middle East.

In late March, the Pentagon announced
that Truman would remain in the Mediterra-
nean for the foreseeable future.

Since arriving in the 6th Fleet area of oper-
ations, Truman has supported patrol and
training flights in Eastern Europe and sailed
the Adriatic, Ionian and Aegean seas.

In July, an F/A-18E Super Hornet was
blown off its deck into the Ionian Sea. The
plane was recovered earlier this month.

USS George H.W. Bush finished a 22-year
drydock maintenance cycle in 2021 and re-
cently completed its final certification exer-
cise with the Italian navy destroyer Caio Dui-
lio, according to the statement.

The carrier left its homeport in Norfolk,
Va., on Aug. 10, joining the destroyers USS
Delbert D. Black, USS Farragut, USS Nitze
and USS Truxtun in the Atlantic Ocean, the
Navy said.

Russians launch deadly
attack on train station

Associated Press

CHAPLYNE, Ukraine — The death toll
from a Russian rocket attack on a train sta-
tion and the surrounding area on Ukraine’s
Independence Day climbed to 25, including
at least two children, Ukrainian authorities
said Thursday. Russia said it targeted a
military train and claimed to have killed
more than 200 Ukrainian reservists.

The bloodshed came as Ukraine was
braced for attacks tied to the national holi-
day and war’s six-month mark, both of
which fell on Wednesday. President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy had warned that Russia
might “try to do something particularly
nasty, something particularly cruel” this
week.

Meanwhile, Russian President Vladimir
Putin ordered an increase in the country’s
armed forces of 137,000 troops, or more
than 13%, by Jan. 1. That would bring Rus-
sia’s troop strength to over 1.15 million.

The move appeared to be an effort to re-
plenish forces that have sustained heavy
losses in the Ukraine war.

The lethal train-station strike in Cha-
plyne, a town of about 3,500 in the central

Dnipropetrovsk region, served as a painful
reminder of Russia’s continued ability to
inflict large-scale suffering six months into
the war. Wednesday’s national holiday cel-
ebrated Ukraine’s 1991 declaration of inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union.

The deputy head of the Ukrainian presi-
dential office, Kyrylo Tymoshenko, did not
say whether all of the 25 people killed were
civilians. If they were, it would amount to
one of the deadliest attacks on civilians in
weeks. Thirty-one people were reported
wounded.

In his nightly video address Wednesday,
Zelenskyy detailed the attack and vowed:
“We will definitely make the occupiers
bear responsibility for everything they
have done. And we will certainly drive the
invaders out of our land. Not a single stain
of this evil will remain in our free Ukraine.”

Russia’s Defense Ministry said its forces
used an Iskander missile to strike a mili-
tary train carrying Ukrainian troops and
equipment to the front line in eastern Uk-
raine. The ministry claimed more than 200
reservists “were destroyed on their way to
the combat zone.”

Ukrainian nuclear plant near
fighting cut off from power grid

Associated Press

NIKOPOL, Ukraine — The Zaporizhz-
hia nuclear power plant in the middle of
the fighting in Ukraine was temporarily
cut off from the electrical grid Thursday
because of fire damage, causing a black-
out in the region and heightening fears of
a catastrophe in a country haunted by the
Chernobyl disaster.

The plant has been occupied by Russian
forces since the early days of the war. The
government in Kyiv has alleged Russia is
essentially holding the plant hostage, stor-
ing weapons there and launching attacks
from around it, while Moscow has ac-
cused Ukraine of recklessly firing on the
facility.

On Thursday, the plant was cut off from
the grid for the first time after fires dam-
aged a transmission line, according to Uk-
raine’s nuclear power operator. The dam-
aged line apparently carried outgoing
electricity — and thus the region lost pow-
er, according to Yevgeny Balitsky, the
Russia-installed governor. As a result of
the damage, the two reactors still in use
went offline, he said, but one was quickly
restored, as was electricity to the area.

Ukraine cannot simply shut down its
nuclear plants during the war because it
is heavily reliant on them. Still, an ongo-
ing conflict near a working atomic plant is
troubling for many experts who fear that a
damaged facility could lead to a disaster.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Judge: Idaho must approve

abortions for

Associated Press

A federal judge in Idaho has barred the state
from enforcing a strict abortion ban in medical
emergencies over concerns that it violates a fed-
eral law on emergency care.

The ruling Wednesday evening came after a
federal judge this week in Texas made the oppo-
site call, barring the federal government from
enforcing a legal interpretation of the Emergen-
cy Medical Treatment and Labor Act that would
require Texas hospitals to provide abortion ser-
vices if the health or life of the mother is at risk.

In Idaho, the ban makes performing an abor-
tion in any “clinically diagnosable pregnancy” a
felony punishable by up to five years in prison.
Much of Idaho’s law will still go into effect
Thursday, but U.S. District Judge B. Lynn Win-
mill ruled Wednesday the state cannot prosecute
anyone who is performing an abortion in an
emergency medical situation.

That’s because abortions in those cases appear
to fall under a federal health care law requiring
Medicare-funded hospitals to provide “stabiliz-

medical risks

ing treatment” to patients, Winmill said.

That includes cases when the health of a preg-
nant patient is in serious jeopardy, when contin-
uing the pregnancy could result in a serious im-
pairment to a person’s bodily functions, or a seri-
ous dysfunction of any bodily organ or part.

The pause on enforcement in Idaho will con-
tinue until a lawsuit challenging the ban is re-
solved, the judge said in the written ruling.

The U.S. Department of Justice sued the Re-
publican-led state of Idaho earlier this month,
saying the abortion ban set to take effect on
Thursday violates the federal Emergency Med-
ical Treatment and Labor (EMTALA) Act. Ida-
ho’s law criminalizes all abortions in “clinically
diagnosable pregnancies,” but allows physicians
to defend themselves in court by arguing the pro-
cedure was necessary to avert the death of the
mother.

Idaho Attorney General’s spokesman Scott
Graf said his office would not comment on the
ruling because the case is still working its way
through the courts.

Uvalde school police chief fired for response

Associated Press

UVALDE, Texas — The Uvalde school district
has fired police chief Pete Arredondo under
mounting pressure in the grieving Texas town to
punish officers over the law enforcement re-
sponse to the deadly elementary school massacre
in which a man armed with an AR-15-style rifle
remained in a fourth-grade classroom for more
than an hour, killing 19 children and two teachers.

In a unanimous vote Wednesday evening, the
Uvalde Consolidated Independent School Dis-
trict’s board of trustees fired Arredondo during a
meeting also attended by parents and survivors of
the May 24 massacre. Arredondo, who was not
present, is the first officer to lose his job as a result
of one of the deadliest classroom shootings in U.S.
history.

His ouster came three months to the day after
the tragedy and less than two weeks before stu-
dentsreturn to school in Uvalde, where some chil-
dren are still too scared or scarred to go back in-
side a classroom. The crowd cheered following
the vote, and some parents walked away in tears.
Outside, several Uvalde residents called for other
officers to be held accountable.

“Coward!” some in the audience yelled as the
meeting got underway.

Arredondo, who has been on leave from the dis-
trict since June 22, has come under the most in-
tense scrutiny of the nearly 400 officers who
rushed to school but waited more than 70 minutes
to confront the 18-year-old gunman in the fourth-
grade classroom at Robb Elementary School.

Most notably, Arredondo was criticized for not
ordering officers to act sooner. Col. Steve
McCraw, director of the Texas Department of
Public Safety, has said Arredondo was in charge
of the law enforcement response to the attack.

Minutes before the school board meeting got
underway, Arredondo’s attorney released a
scathing 4,500-word letter that amounted to the
police chief’s fullest defense to date of his actions.
Over 17 defiant pages, Arredondo was described
not as a fumbling chief blamed in a damning state
investigation for not taking command and wast-
ing time searching for keys to a likely unlocked
door, but instead as a brave officer whose level-
headed decisions saved the lives of students.

“Chief Arredondo is a leader and a courageous
officer who with all of the other law enforcement
officers who responded to the scene, should be
celebrated for the lives saved, instead of vilified
for those they couldn’t reach in time,” George
Hyde wrote.

US jobless
claims drop
last week

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Fewer Amer-
icans filed for unemployment
benefits last week as the labor
market continues to stand out
as one of the strongest seg-
ments of the U.S. economy.

Applications for jobless aid
for the week ending Aug. 20 fell
by 2,000 to 243,000, the Labor
Department reported Thurs-
day.

The four-week average for
claims, which evens out some
of the week-to-week volatility,
rose by 1,500 to 247,000.

The number of Americans
collecting traditional unem-
ployment benefits fell by 19,000
the week that ended Aug. 13, to
1.42 million.

First-time applications gen-
erally reflect layoffs and are of-
ten seen as an early indicator of
where the job market is head-
ed.

Hiring in the United States in
2022 has been remarkably
strong even as the country fac-
es rising interest rates and
weak economic growth.

UsS. employers added
528,000 jobs in July, according
to the Labor Department, more
than double what forecasters
expected. The unemployment
rate dipped to 3.5%, tying a SO-
year low reached just before

the coronavirus pandemic
slammed the U.S. economy in
early 2020.

But there are other challeng-
es. Consumer prices have been
surging, rising 8.5% in July
from a year earlier — down
slightly from June’s 40-year
high, 9.1%. To combat inflation,
the Federal Reserve has raised
its benchmark short-term in-
terest rate four times this year.

On Friday, Fed Chair Jerome
Powell will deliver a speech
that could shed more light on
how high or how fast the cen-
tral bank may raise interest
rates in the coming months.
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Calif. set to end sale of new gas-powered cars

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. —
California is poised to set a 2035
deadline for all new cars, trucks
and SUVs sold in the state to be
powered by electricity or hy-
drogen, an ambitious step that
will reshape the U.S. car market
by speeding the transition to
more climate-friendly vehicles.

The California Air Resources
Board was set to vote Thursday
on the policy, which sets the
most aggressive road map in the
nation for moving away from
gas-powered cars. It doesn’t
eliminate such vehicles, howev-
er.

People can continue driving
gas-fueled vehicles and pur-
chasing used ones after 203S.
The plan also allows for one-
fifth of sales after 203S to be

plug-in hybrids that can run on
batteries and gas.

But it sets a course for ulti-
mately ending the era of filling
up at the local gas station. The
switch from gas to electric cars
will drastically reduce emis-
sions and air pollutants. The
transition may be painful in
parts of the state that are still
dominated by oil; California re-
mains the seventh-largest oil
producing state, though its out-
put is falling as the state pushes
forward with its climate goals.

“The climate crisis is solvable
if we focus on the big, bold steps
necessary to stem the tide of
carbon pollution,” Democratic
Gov. Gavin Newsom said
Wednesday. He announced the
2035 goal two years ago and reg-
ulators have spent the time

since then working out the de-
tails of what Newsom termed
“the action we must take if
we’re serious about leaving this
planet better off for future gen-
erations.”

There are practical hurdles to
overcome to reach the goal, no-
tably having enough reliable
power and charging stations.
California now has about 80,000
stations in public places, far
short of the 250,000 it wants by
2025. The Alliance for Automo-
tive Innovation, which repre-
sents many major car makers,
flagged the lack of infrastruc-
ture, access to materials needed
to make batteries and supply
chain issues among the chal-
lenges to meeting the state’s ti-
meline.

“These are complex, inter-

twined and global issues well
beyond the control of either (the
California  Air  Resources
Board) or the auto industry,”
John Bozella, the group’s presi-
dent, said in a statement.

Though the state makes up
10% of the U.S. car market, it’s
home to 43% of the nation’s 2.6
million registered plug-in vehi-
cles, according to the air board.

California climate officials
have said the state’s new policy
will be the world’s most ambi-
tious because it sets clear
benchmarks for ramping up
electric vehicle sales over the
next dozen years. By 2026, for
example, one-third of new cars
sold must be electric. About 16%
of cars sold in California in the
first three months of this year
were electric.

DOdJ provides judge with
redacted Trump atfidavit

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The Jus-
tice Department on Thursday
submitted to a judge a redacted
version of the affidavit it relied

on when federal agents
searched the Florida estate of
former President Donald

Trump tolook for classified doc-
uments.

The document was filed un-
der seal and it was not immedi-
ately clear when it might be
made public, or how much of it
will be disclosed.

“The United States has filed a
submission under seal per the
Court’s order of Aug. 22,” Jus-
tice Department spokesman
Anthony Coley said in a state-
ment. “The Justice Department
respectfully declines further
comment as the Court considers
the matter.”

U.S. Magistrate Judge Bruce
Reinhart had given the depart-
ment until Thursday at noon to
propose to him the redactions to
the affidavit it wanted to make
before any portion of it was re-

leased to the public. But he ac-
knowledged on Monday that it
was possible that the redactions,
or blacked-out portions, would
be so extensive as to make the
document essentially incom-
prehensible.

The affidavit is likely to con-
tain key information about the
FBI’s basis for executing a
search warrant at Mar-a-Lago
in Palm Beach on Aug. 8. Docu-
ments already made public as
part of the investigation show
that the FBI retrieved from the
property 11 sets of classified doc-
uments, including information
marked at the top secret level.

Multiple news media organi-
zations argued in courtlast week
for the disclosure of the docu-
ment, citing the extraordinary
public interest in the federal
search of a former president’s
home. The Justice Department
has opposed the release of the af-
fidavit, saying it could reveal in-
formation about witnesses and
about sensitive investigative
techniques.

‘Magic mushroom’ psychedelic
may help heavy drinkers quit

Associated Press

The compound in psychedelic
mushrooms helped heavy drink-
ers cut back or quit entirely in the
most rigorous test of psilocybin
for alcoholism.

More research is needed to see
if the effect lasts and whether it
works in a larger study. Many
who took a dummy drug instead
of psilocybin also succeeded in
drinking less, likely because all
study participants were highly
motivated and received talk ther-
apy.

Psilocybin, found in several
species of mushrooms, can cause
hours of vivid hallucinations. In-
digenous people have used it in
healing rituals and scientists are
exploring whether it can ease de-
pression or help longtime smok-
ers quit. It’s illegal in the United
States, though Oregon and sever-
al cities have decriminalized it.
Starting next year, Oregon will al-
low its supervised use by licensed
facilitators.

The new research, published
Wednesday in JAMA Psychiatry,
is “the first modern, rigorous,

controlled trial” of whether it can
also help people struggling with
alcohol, said Fred Barrett, a
Johns Hopkins University neu-
roscientist whowasn’tinvolvedin
the study.

In the study, 93 patients took a
capsule containing psilocybin or
a dummy medicine, laid on a
couchwiththeireyescovered and
listened to recorded music
through headphones. They re-
ceived two such sessions, one
month apart, and 12 sessions of
talk therapy.

During the eight months after
their first dosing session, patients
taking psilocybin did better than
the other group, drinking heavily
on about 1 in 10 days on average
vs. about 1 in 4 days for the dum-
my pill group. Almost half who
took psilocybin stopped drinking
entirely compared with 24% of
the control group.

Only three conventional drugs
— disulfiram, naltrexone and
acamprosate — are approved to
treat alcohol use disorder and
there’s been no new drug approv-
alsin nearly 20 years.
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Resort temporarily loses
licenses in festival fallout

R NEW SHOREHAM —

Authorities on the
Rhode Island tourist hot spot of
Block Island have voted to sus-
pend the liquor and entertain-
ment licenses of a beachfront re-
sort that was the site of a brawl
during a crowded music festival
earlier this month that was later
followed by a fight on a ferry to
the mainland.

The New Shoreham Board of
License Commissioners unani-
mously approved a motion to
suspend Ballard’s Beach Re-
sort’s licenses for 14 days after a
six-hour hearing Monday. Bal-
lard’s allowed the venue to be-
come disorderly, hosted an
event with inadequate security,
and endangered public safety
during the Aug. 8 reggae festiv-
al, the board said.

One person was arrested dur-
ing a fight near the resort. For-
mer interim police Chief Peter
Chabot testified that after the
festival, more than 3,000 “hot,
tired, frustrated” people went to
board ferries to Narragansett.
Seven people were arrested af-
ter a fight on board one of the
ferries.

Ballard’s owner Steven Filip-
pi during his testimony said he
hired additional security, and
blamed the problems on a small
handful of people.

The resort said in a statement
it will appeal the board’s deci-
sion.

Coroner IDs 2 workers
who died in manhole

I EDWARDSVILLE —

Two young men who
died last week after they entered
a southern Illinois manhole
where toxic gases were present

have been identified by a coro-
ner.

Madison County Coroner Ste-
phen P. Nonn said Jack M.
Pfund, 19, of Edwardsville, and
Cody W. Toenyes, 22, of Bethal-
to, died at a construction site in
Edwardsville.

The men were found dead in a
manbhole leading to a sewer pipe
at the residential development,
and crews needed advanced
breathing equipment to recover
their bodies, said Edwardsville
Fire Chief James Whiteford. He
said first responders were met
with “very little oxygen” and a
“buildup of toxic gases” that
likely led to the workers’ deaths,
the Belleville News-Democrat
reported.

Dogs injure mail carrier
after truck broke down

FL INTERLACHEN —

Five dogs mauled a
mail carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service after her truck broke
down along a road in north Flor-
ida, officials said.

Putnam County Sheriff’s dep-
uties found the 61-year-old
woman on the ground when they
arrived at the scene in Interla-
chen Lake Estates on Sunday af-
ternoon, sheriff’s officials said
in a Facebook post. They also
found the dogsinside afence ata
nearby residence.

A nearby resident told depu-
ties they heard the woman
screaming for help and saw five
dogs attacking her. Several
neighbors tried pulling the dogs
off the woman and one shot a
gun into the air to scare the dogs
away, the report said.

Deputies started first aid on
the woman, who was severely
bleeding. They applied tourni-
quets until a rescue unit arrived
and took the woman to a hospi-

tal, officials said.
The county’s animal control
unit took custody of the dogs.

Bird flu kills vultures,
closes animal sanctuary

GA LOCUST GROVE —

Bird flu has Kkilled
hundreds of wild black vultures
at a Georgia sanctuary that
houses more than 1,500 other
animals.

No other birds at Noah’s Ark
have tested positive for or
shown symptoms of the highly
pathogenic HSNI1 strain, sanctu-
ary officials told news outlets.
An outbreak of the virus has led
to the deaths of 40 million chick-
ens and turkeys and about 2,000
wild birds this year.

At least 700 black vultures
have died, Noah’s Ark animal
care manager Allison Hedge-
coth told WXIA-TV. State work-
ers euthanized 20 to 30 other
birds, she said.

A sign on the Noah’s Ark web-
site said it will be closed through
Sept. 3.

Suit: Brink’s driver asleep

during jewelry heist
c LOS ANGELES —
One of the drivers of a

Brink’s tractor-trailer = was
asleep inside the big rig, parked
near a remote Southern Califor-
nia rest stop earlier this sum-
mer, when thieves broke a lock
and stole millions of dollars
worth of jewelry and gemstones,
according to a lawsuit filed by
the security company.

While the second driver was
getting food inside the rest stop
early July 11, the thieves stole 22
bags of jewelry from the vehicle
and fled.

The heist nabbed a haul that’s
been described by some as

worth less than $10 million and
others as roughly $100 million
and the value is now the subject
of two lawsuits filed this month.
But Brink’s, in a federal lawsuit
filed Aug. 4 in New York, stated
that the pickup manifests signed
by the jewelers reported a total
of $8.7 million worth of mer-
chandise in the 22 stolen bags.
The theft occurred in Lebec,
about 75 miles north of down-
town Los Angeles, as the items
were being sent overnight from
a jewelry show in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area to the LA region

for another event.

Woman attacked by a

black bear on her property
STRAFFORD — A

Vermont woman was
attacked by a black bear while
walking her two dogs on trails on
her Strafford property, the state
Fish and Wildlife Department
reported Tuesday.

The 61-year-old woman was
treated at Gifford Hospital in
Randolph on Saturday for non-
life-threatening injuries, the de-
partment said. Fish and Wildlife
game wardens and a bear biol-
ogist visited the site and con-
cluded that the bear was a fe-
male with cubs who was likely
provoked when the woman and
her dogs surprised the group.
They were unable to find the
bear.

At the time of the attack, the
woman had called her two dogs,
who were out of sight, when she
heard a large noise and realized
a bear was charging her, offi-
cials said. The woman said her
Jack Russell terrier barked at
the bear, prompting the animal
to get off her. She said she left
with her dogs without seeing the
bear again and called 911 when
she got home.

— From wire reports
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Portal allows teams to build quickly

Associated Press

Mississippi’s Lane Kiffin
sought experienced players
who could fill immediate needs
on his football team.

Southern California’s Lin-
coln Riley and LSU’s Brian
Kelly went to the transfer por-
tal looking for star power as
they attempt quick rebuilds at
their new schools.

Nebraska’s  Scott  Frost,
meanwhile, is counting on the
portal to help him save his job.

“I just looked at it like you
would in the NFL,” Kiffin said
in an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press. “Sometimes there
are years you need to go sign
more free agents than you do

other years based off what you
have and your needs. That part
excites me about it, that you
can fix problems fast.”

Kiffin is trying to build off a
10-win season that ended in the
Sugar Bowl. His group of 17
transfers is ranked as the No. 2
portal class in the nation, ac-
cording to 247Sports, and is
headed by quarterback Jaxson
Dart — last season’s starter at
USC.

Dart left the Trojans a week
after Riley’s starter at Oklaho-
ma, Caleb Williams, an-
nounced he would join his
coach in Los Angeles. Williams
and Biletnikoff Award-winning
receiver Jordan Addison from

Pittsburgh are the biggest
names Riley landed in his por-
tal class of 20 that’s ranked No.
1.

USC won just four games
last season, the fewest since
1991, but the addition of so
much talent has earned the
Trojans a No. 14 preseason
ranking and made them a con-
tender to win the Pac-12.

“The people we brought in
here, the staff we brought in
here, we didn’t come here to
play for second. We are not
wired that way,” Riley said.
“We came here competitively
to win championships, win
them now and to win them for
a long time. That will always

be our expectation.”

Kelly’s charge at LSU is to
revive a program that dropped
off significantly since winning
the national championship in
2019 under Ed Orgeron.

Kelly’s group of 15 portal ad-
ditions is ranked No. 3 and es-
pecially strong on the defen-
sive side. The transfers of Ar-
kansas three-year starting de-
fensive backs Joe Foucha and
Greg Brooks to LSU illustrate
how cutthroat the game can be.

Nebraska’s Frost, 15-29 in
four years, desperately needs a
turnaround after taking a $1
million pay cut and firing four
offensive assistants near the
end of a 3-9 season.

Pick Six: These transfers could have an impact

Associated Press

Southern California quarterback Caleb
Williams isn’t a typical transfer.

Rather than adapting to a new coach and
an entirely new system, Williams followed
Lincoln Riley from Oklahoma to USC. So
he’s playing for the same coach, albeit at a
different school.

Williams believes that should help him
build off the momentum he established last
year, when he took over as the Sooners’
starting quarterback midway through the
season and threw for the most yards and
touchdowns of any true freshman in school
history.

Williams’ status as a quarterback trans-
fer isn’t unusual at all, even if his circum-
stances are rare. The NCAA rule changes
allowing players to transfer without sitting
out a full season have led to dramatic chang-
es at the game’s most important position.

The top two quarterbacks in the 2021
class according to composite rankings of
recruiting sites compiled by 247Sports al-
ready have left the schools that initially
signed them. Williams was ranked second.
The top-ranked quarterback was Quinn
Ewers, who transferred from Ohio State to
Texas.

Ewers committed to Texas out of high
school but changed his mind and enrolled at
Ohio State. Ewers made just one appear-
ance for the Buckeyes last season before
heading home.

But there are also plenty of transfers at
other positions who should have big seasons
at their new schools.

Here’s a look at six potential impact
transfers aside from Williams and Ewers.
Former schools are in parentheses.

USC WR Jordan Addison (Pittsburgh): Addison
was the 2021 winner of the Fred Biletnikoff Award,
given annually to college football's top receiver. He
tied for the FBS lead with 17 touchdown catches
and had a school-record 100 receptions for 1,593
yards while helping Pittsburgh win the Atlantic
Coast Conference title. With former Pitt quarter-
back Kenny Pickett heading to the NFL's Pitts-
burgh Steelers and offensive coordinator Mark
Whipple taking the same position at Nebraska, Ad-
dison headed west to catch passes from Williams.

Oklahoma QB Dillon Gabriel (UCF): Gabriel
threw 32 touchdown passes and ranked second
among all FBS players with 373.9 yards of total
offense per game for UCF in 2020, but he played
just three games last year before a broken clavicle
knocked him out for the remainder of the season.
Gabriel now takes over at Oklahoma, which has
playing time available at quarterback now that Wil-
liams is at USC and Spencer Rattler has headed to
South Carolina.

Alabama RB Jahmyr Gibbs (Georgia Tech):
Gibbs gained 5.2 yards per carry each of his two
seasons at Georgia Tech and had a combined
1,206 yards rushing and 773 yards receiving dur-
ing that stretch. He now figures to have a featured
role for Alabama, which had two running backs se-
lected in the first round (Josh Jacobs and Najee

Harris) and two more taken in the third round (Da-
mien Harris and Brian Robinson Jr.) over the last
four drafts.

Notre Dame S Brandon Joseph (Northwest-
ern): Joseph had six interceptions in 2020 and
three more last season. He also had 79 tackles last
year. He was an Associated Press All-America first-
team selection in 2020 while helping Northwest-
e reach the Big Ten championship game. Jo-
seph'’s arrival should fortify a Notre Dame second-
ary that must replace safety Kyle Hamilton, the Bal-
timore Ravens' first-round pick.

Michigan C Olusegun Oluwatimi (Virginia):
Oluwatimi began his college career at Air Force and
then made 32 starts at Virginia over the last three
seasons. He played 910 snaps last season — the
most of any ACC center — and was one of three
finalists last year for the Rimington Trophy that
goes annually to college football's top center. He
now heads to Michigan, which won the Joe Moore
Award last season for having college football’s top
offensive line.

Florida State DE Jared Verse (Albany): The
Seminoles would love Verse to make the same kind
of impact as Jermaine Johnson, another transfer
defensive lineman who came over from Georgia
and performed well enough his lone year at Florida
State to get selected by the New York Jets with the
26th overall pick. Verse had 14Y% sacks and 21Y2
tackles for loss in 15 games at Albany before mov-
ing up to the Football Bow! Subdivision level. An-
other transfer pass rusher to watch is Nebraska’s
Ochaun Mathis, a second-team all-Big 12 pick
each of the last two seasons at TCU.
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A9ers secondary racking up interceptions

Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — As
stout as the San Francisco 49ers
were defensively last season
when that unit helped carry the
team to the NFC title game, there
was one glaring weakness on
that side of the ball.

The Niners struggled to take
the ball away with interceptions
with the most glaring example
coming in the NFC champion-
ship game when Jaquiski Tartt
dropped one in the fourth quar-
ter against the Rams that could
have helped seal a trip to the Su-
per Bowl.

Since the start of training
camp this summer, those missed
chances and dropped intercep-
tions have turned into takeaways
with the improved San Francis-

co secondary showing off ball-
hawking skills in practice and
the first two exhibition games.

“You thirst for them every
year. But sometimes when they
come, they come and right now
they’re raining,” cornerback
Emmanuel Moseley said Mon-
day. “We just have to catch the
ones that are thrown to you and
get the difficult ones. That’s what
we’ve been doing. I just hope
they keep coming.”

Moseley got one of three for
the defense in practice on Mon-
day in his return to action after
being sidelined a couple of
weeks with a hamstring injury.
He also deflected a pass from
Trey Lance that Talanoa Hufan-
ga intercepted with linebacker
Fred Warner getting the third.

That comes after San Francis-
co had three interceptions in the
exhibition opener against Green
Bay and two more on Saturday
against Minnesota.

That’s a far cry from the nine
the Niners had last year, which
was tied for the fifth fewest in the
league.

“Honestly, it hasn’t been
stressed much of what we did
last year, because to me, it
doesn’t matter,” defensive coor-
dinator DeMeco Ryans said.
“What we did last year, we had a
different group of guys out there.
Last year is last year. How good
can we be as the 2022 Niners de-
fense? That’s where we are chal-
lenging ourselves each and ev-
ery day. ... Can we go get the ball
more than we did the last prac-

tice than the last game we
played? That’s our challenge to
us this year.”

The Niners have an improved
secondary this season after be-
ing so decimated by injuries in
2021 that they had to throw in
rookies before they were ready
and sign guys off the street.

San Francisco’s biggest free-
agent addition this year was cor-
nerback Charvarius Ward,
whose aggressive approach in
coverage has set the tone.

That has taken pressure off
Moseley, who was in and out of
the lineup the past two seasons
because of injuries.

Rookie slot cornerback Sa-
muel Womack has also been im-
pressive with two interceptions
in his exhibition debut.

OKC’s Holmgren to miss season with foot injury

Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — OKkla-
homa City forward Chet Holm-
gren, the No. 2 pick in the NBA
Draft, will miss the 2022-23 sea-
son because of a right foot inju-
ry.
Holmgren was hurt while
playing in a pro-am game last
weekend in Seattle, near where
he starred last season for Gon-
zaga, and the Thunder an-
nounced Thursday that he sus-
tained a Lisfranc injury. Video
appeared to show Holmgren
was hurt on a play while defend-
ing LeBron James.

“We know Chet has a long ca-
reer ahead of him within our or-
ganization and the Oklahoma
City community,” Thunder ex-
ecutive vice president and gen-
eral manager Sam Presti said in
a statement.

“One of the things that most
impressed us during the proc-
ess of selecting Chet was his de-
termination and focus. We ex-
pect that same tenacity will car-
ry him through this period of
time as we work together and
support him during his rehabil-

itation.”

The 7-foot Holmgren, who is
from Minneapolis, averaged
14.1 points and was fourth in the
nation last season with 3.7
blocked shots per game.

Unvaccinated Djokovic

can’t play in US Open

NEW YORK — Novak Djo-
kovic will not play in the U.S.
Open, as expected, because he
is not vaccinated against CO-
VID-19 and thus is not allowed
to travel to the United States.

Djokovic announced his with-
drawal from the year’s last
Grand Slam tournament on
Twitter on Thursday, hours be-
fore the draw for the event was
revealed.

“Sadly, I will not be able to
travel to NY this time for US
Open,” Djokovic wrote, wishing
luck to his fellow players, and
said he would “keep in good
shape and positive spirit and
wait for an opportunity to com-
pete again.”

Play is scheduled to begin at
Flushing Meadows on Monday.

Report: Cowboys’ Smith

to miss several months

FRISCO, Texas — Dallas
Cowboys left tackle Tyron
Smith has a torn left hamstring
and could be sidelined for
months, according to an ESPN
report.

Smith was injured during 11-
on-11 drills in practice Wednes-
day night when he went to en-
gage linebacker Leighton Van-
der Esch about S yards down-
field before crumpling to the
turf. He walked off the field
without help.

The team initially said on its
website Smith had a knee injury
and an MRI was planned.
ESPN, citing unidentified
sources, later reported the 31-
year-old had a torn hamstring.

The eight-time Pro Bowler
has been hampered mostly by
back, neck and shoulder inju-
ries in recent years. Smith has
missed at least three games
each season since 2016, includ-
ing a career-low two games in
2020 before season-ending neck

surgery.

Injured Busch to miss

start of the playoffs

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Kurt
Busch will miss the start of
NASCAR’s playoffs with con-
cussion-like symptoms that
have sidelined him six for
weeks, meaning two spots in the
16-driver field will be open Sat-
urday night in the regular-sea-
son finale at Daytona Interna-
tional Speedway.

23XI Racing on Thursday
withdrew the medical waiver
that was holding Busch’s spot in
the playoffs.

“As much as I wanted and
hoped to be able to get back in
the No. 45 car to make a playoff
run with our team, it’s still not
the right time for me,” Busch
said on social media. “In addi-
tion to not being cleared to re-
turn to racing, I know that I am
not ready to be back in the car.”

Busch has been out since he
crashed in qualifying July 23 at
Pocono. Ty Gibbs, the 19-year-
old grandson of Joe Gibbs, has
replaced Busch since he was in-
jured.
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Braves keep rolling, rout Pirates in sweep

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — The Atlan-
ta Braves are being careful with
Kyle Wright, doing what they
can to make sure their latest po-
tential ace on a staff seemingly
stuffed with them can keep the
momentum going during his
breakout season.

The World Series champions
gave Wright a couple of extra
days off following a start against
Boston earlier this month, leery
of his workload. The rest seem-
ingly has him refreshed for the
stretch drive.

The 26-year-old allowed two
hits over seven efficient innings
and the Braves completed a
three-game sweep of Pitts-
burgh by drilling the sloppy Pi-
rates 14-2 on Wednesday.

Wright needed just 73 pitches
to record 21 outs but missed a
chance to pitch into the eighth
when his teammates erupted
for seven runs in the top of the
inning, highlighted by Matt Ol-
son’s grand slam that bounced
into the Allegheny River.

“TI’'venever finished a game in
the big leagues, so I would have
loved to have gotten that,”
Wright said. “But runs are cool,

too, especially grand slams.”

Wright and Atlanta manager
Brian Snitker chatted briefly
about letting him continue.
Once Olson’s 27th home run
landed and the Pirates signaled
a pitching change that made an
already long inning even long-
er, Wright knew his day was
over.

“Iwas being alittle selfish (by
wanting to stay in),” Wright
said. “But that was an awesome
home run.”

Wright (16-5) struck out eight
and walked one to tie Houston’s
Justin Verlander and the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ Tony Gonso-
lin for most victories in the ma-
jors.

Atlanta has won 14 of 16 over-
all to keep pressure on the NL
East-leading New York Mets.

Guardians 7, Padres 0: Cal
Quantrill shut down his former
team through seven brilliant in-
nings, All-Star José Ramirez
homered in consecutive at-bats
and rookie Oscar Gonzalez con-
nected again as AL Central-
leading Cleveland completed a
two-game sweep of host San
Diego.

Rangers 16, Rockies 4: Mar-

tin Pérez threw six scoreless in-
nings and Nathaniel Lowe ho-
mered and drove in five runs as
visiting Texas pounded Colora-
do.

White Sox 5, Orioles 3: Lu-
cas Giolito pitched impressive-
ly into the seventh inning as vis-
iting Chicago beat Baltimore.

Cubs 7, Cardinals 1: Zach
McKinstry homered and drove
in three runs as host Chicago
beat NL Central-leading St.
Louis.

Blue Jays 3, Red Sox 2 (10):
George Springer had three hits,
including a 10th-inning double
on the first pitch from Boston
reliever Ryan Brasier (0-3) that
scored automatic runner Jackie
Bradley Jr., and visiting Toron-
to beat Boston.

Phillies 7, Reds 5: J.T. Real-
muto homered, Rhys Hoskins
drove in three runs and host
Philadelphia beat Cincinnati.

Rays 4, Angels 3 (11): Ha-
rold Ramirez had a tying RBI
double in the 11th inning and
scored the winning run on a
throwing error to lift host Tam-
pa Bay.

Athletics 3, Marlins 2 (10):
Skye Bolt led off the 10th with a

sacrifice fly to score automatic
runner David MacKinnon, and
host Oakland beat Miami to av-
ert a three-game sweep.

Nationals 3, Mariners 1: II-
demaro Vargas hit a two-run
homer in the ninth inning that
lifted visiting Washington over
Seattle.

Tigers 6, Giants 1: Matt Man-
ning threw six scoreless innings
and host Detroit scored all six of
its runs in the fifth to split a two-
game series with San Francisco.

Astros 5, Twins 3: Jose Al-
tuve hit a leadoff homer and
Trey Mancini added a two-run
shot to back up another quality
start by Framber Valdez, and
host Houston held on to hand
Minnesota its fifth straight loss.

Royals 5, Diamondbacks 3:
Bobby Witt Jr. homered during
a five-run rally in the seventh
inning, leading Brady Singer
and host Kansas City past Ari-
zona.

Dodgers 12, Brewers 6: An-
drew Heaney struck out 10 in
his first win in four months,
Austin Barnes drove in four
runs and host Los Angeles pum-
meled Milwaukee for the sec-
ond straight game.

Bryant’s widow wins lawsuit,

Associated Press

awarded $16M

LOS ANGELES — Kobe Bryant’s widow
was awarded $16 million as part of a $31
million jury verdict Wednesday against
Los Angeles County for deputies and fire-
fighters sharing grisly photos of the NBA
star, his 13-year-old daughter and other
victims Kkilled in a 2020 helicopter crash.

The nine jurors unanimously agreed
with Vanessa Bryant and her attorneys
that the photos invaded her privacy and
caused emotional distress. She cried quiet-
ly as it was read.

The jury deliberated for 42 hours before
reaching the verdict on Kobe Bryant Day,
which is celebrated in LA on Aug. 24 be-
cause it represents his jersey numbers — 8
and 24 — and is the day after his birthday.
He would have turned 44 on Tuesday.

After the verdict, Vanessa Bryant posted
a photo on Instagram of herself with her

husband and daughter.

“All for you!” the caption read. “I love
you! JUSTICE for Kobe and Gigi!”

An attorney for the county declined
comment on the verdict outside the cour-
troom.

The pictures were shared mostly be-
tween employees of the LA County sher-
iff’s and fire departments including by
some who were playing video games and
attending an awards banquet. They were
also seen by some of their spouses and in
one case by a bartender at a bar where a
deputy was drinking.

Vanessa Bryant tearfully testified dur-
ing the 11-day trial that news of the photos
compounded her still-raw grief a month
after losing her husband and daughter, and
that she still has panic attacks at the
thought that they might still be out there.

“I live in fear every day of being on so-

cial media and these popping up,” she tes-
tified. “I live in fear of my daughters being
on social media and these popping up.”

Her co-plaintiff Chris Chester, whose
wife and daughter were also among the
nine people killed in the crash, was award-
ed $15 million.

“We’re grateful for a jury and a judge
who gave us a fair trial,” said Chester’s
lawyer Jerry Jackson.

Vanessa Bryant’s attorneys did not give
jurors a dollar amount they thought their
client deserved, but Chester’s attorney
gave them suggested guidelines that would
have meant tens of millions for each plain-
tiff.

Vanessa Bryant and her attorney de-
clined comment outside court Wednesday.
Her face was still streaked with tears as
she walked past TV cameras and dozens of
reporters and climbed into an SUV.
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