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US, S. Korea open drills amid North threat

Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — The
United States and South Korea
began their biggest combined
military training in years Mon-
day as they heighten their de-
fense posture against the grow-
ing North Korean nuclear
threat.

The drills could draw an an-
gry response from North Korea,
which has dialed up its weapons
testing activity to a record pace
this year while repeatedly
threatening conflicts with Seoul
and Washington amid a pro-
longed stalemate in diplomacy.

The Ulchi Freedom Shield ex-
ercises will continue through
Sept. 1 in South Korea and in-
clude field exercises involving
aircraft, warships, tanks and po-
tentially tens of thousands of
troops.

While Washington and Seoul
have described their exercises
as defensive, North Korea has

portrayed them as invasion re-
hearsals and has used them to
justify its nuclear weapons and
missiles development.

Ulchi Freedom Shield, which
started along with a four-day
South Korean civil defense
training program led by govern-
mentemployees, will reportedly
include exercises simulating
joint attacks, front-line reinfor-
cements of arms and fuel, and
removals of weapons of mass de-
struction.

The allies will also train for
drone attacks and other new de-
velopments in warfare shown
during Russia’s war on Ukraine
and practice joint military-civil-
ian responses to attacks on sea-
ports, airports and major indus-
trial facilities such as semicon-
ductor factories.

The U.S. and South Korea in
past years had canceled some of
their regular drills and down-
sized others to computer simu-

lations to create space for the
Trump administration’s diplo-
macy with North Korea and be-
cause of COVID-19 concerns.

South Korea’s military hasnot
revealed the number of South
Korean and U.S. troops partici-
pating in Ulchi Freedom Shield,
but has portrayed the training as
a message of strength. Seoul’s
Defense Ministry said last week
that Ulchi Freedom Shield “nor-
malizes” large-scale training
and field exercises between the
allies to help bolster their alli-
ance and strengthen their de-
fense posture against the evolv-
ing North Korean threat.

Before being shelved or
downsized, the U.S. and South
Koreaheld majorjointexercises
every spring and summer in
South Korea.

The spring drills had included
live-fire drills involving a broad
range of land, air and sea assets
and usually involved around

10,000 American and 200,000
Korean troops. Tens of thou-
sands of allied troops partici-
pated in the summertime drills,
which mainly consisted of com-
puter simulations to hone joint
decision-making and planning,
although South Korea’s military
has emphasized the revival of
field training this year.

The drills follow North Ko-
rea’s dismissal last week of
South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol’s “audacious” propos-
al of economic benefits in ex-
change for denuclearization
steps, accusing Seoul of recy-
cling proposals Pyongyang has
long rejected.

Kim YoJong, the increasingly
powerful sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, described
Yoon’s proposal as foolish and
stressed thatthe North hasnoin-
tentions to give away an arsenal
her brother clearly sees as his
strongest guarantee of survival.

Japan keeps Ospreys grounded after USAF safety stand-down

By Kei1sa1 Kosa
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Japan has
no immediate plans to fly its fleet of V-22
Ospreys after the U.S. Air Force announced
a safety stand-down for the tilt-rotor air-
craft over a mechanical issue, a defense
ministry spokesman said Monday.

The Japan Ground Self-Defense Force
will inspect its nine Ospreys stationed at
Camp Kisarazu in Chiba prefecture and re-
quest information from its industry part-
ners, the spokesman said. The ministry
does not have a date for when the Ospreys
will resume operations, he added.

The Ospreys have been deployed tempo-
rarily to Camp Kisarazu since 2020, ac-
cording to the spokesman. The government
plans to acquire 17 V-22s, which will be
based at Saga Airport, by 2025, according
to the Ministry of Defense.

Government spokespeople in Japan cus-

tomarily speak to the media on condition of
anonymity.

Japan’s Ospreys last flew on Aug. 9 with
no further flights planned when Air Force
Special Operations Command ordered a
safety stand-down Aug. 16, the spokesman
said.

The Air Force indefinitely grounded its
54 CV-22 Ospreys, including a squadron at
Yokota Air Base in western Tokyo, based
on a problem with the clutch inside a gear-
box that connects one of the Osprey’s two
Rolls Royce engines to the propeller rotor.

Command spokeswoman Lt. Col. Rebec-
ca Heyse said last week that the Ospreys
have had four in-flight incidents since 2017,
including two in the past six weeks, but the
problem has caused no injuries or deaths.

The Marine Corps has continued to fly its
MV-22 Ospreys, including two squadrons
based at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma
on Okinawa. The Marines have 18 Osprey

squadrons with more than 200 of the 360
tilt-rotors the Corps originally planned to
acquire, according to published reports
and a Marine Corps factsheet.

Marine spokesman Maj. Jim Stenger
said Friday that the Marines had been
aware of the clutch issue since 2010, and
that they train their pilots to react with the
appropriate emergency control measures
should the issue arise.

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki has called
on the Marines to ground their Ospreys at
Futenma.

A joint venture of Bell Helicopter and
Boeing, the V-22 takes off and lands like a
helicopter but flies like a fixed-wing plane.

The Air Force employs its version to in-
sert and extricate special operations
troops; the Marines use theirs to haul
troops and equipment and as assault ships.
The Navy took delivery of its Ospreys in
February.



PaGE 2

e STRIPES LITE °

Monday, August 22, 2022

DODEA schools start as GCOVID fears fade

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

Students at Department of
Defense Education Activity
schools around the world start-
ed anew school year Monday as
the COVID-19 pandemic faded
into the scholastic background.

Across Asia and Europe,
45,000 students enrolled at 109
schools were scheduled to re-
sume classes, DODEA spokes-
man Will Griffin told Stars and
Stripes by email Thursday.

DODEA plans a full calendar
of sports and extracurricular
activities this year, he said.
Many restrictions were relaxed
in the previous school year, be-
fore another wave of CO-
VID-19, this time the omicron
variant, which set records for
new infections worldwide.

“COVID-19 is still in our fo-
cus, but it is not THE focus,”
Griffin wrote. “We will contin-
ue to partner with military
commands across our regions
to systematically implement an
integrated package of infection
prevention and control mea-
sures while keeping the focus
on students’ academic and so-
cial-emotional well-being.”

Cara Ikert, 9, started the
fourth grade Monday at Kade-
na Elementary School on OKi-
nawa and said she is looking
forward to making new friends
and seeing her friends from last
year.

“This school year will be dif-
ferent from last year because in
fourth grade you get more seri-
ous,” she said. “Last year they
had us wearing masks in school
until COVID started fading
away.”

This school year, masks are
optional for students and staff,
DODEA Pacific spokeswoman
told Stars and Stripes.

Masks are also optional at
schools in Europe, DODEA-
Europe director Michelle Ho-
ward-Brahaney told families

gathered outside Kaiserslau-
tern Elementary School in Ger-
many on a bright Monday
morning.

“I hope that you have just the
best school year ever,” she said,
during a brief ceremony at-
tended by Ramstein’s 86th Air-
lift Wing commander, Brig.
Gen. Otis Jones.

“We’re certainly starting it
on a very beautiful day, and I
cannot wait to hear about eve-
rything you learn this school
year and all the fun activities
that you do.”

Air Force Master Sgt. Kas-
sandra Maxcy danced with her
fourth-grade daughter, Emily,
in the school’s courtyard while
U.S. Army musicians played.

It was Emily’s first day at the
school after the family moved
from Travis Air Force Base,
Calif., Maxcy said.

“She’s very excited. She
didn’t sleep well,” Maxcy said.
“She has all this energy.”

Community and school lead-
ers also welcomed students at
Grafenwoehr Elementary
School in Bavaria, noting it was
the first time in two years that
parents could accompany their
children to the first day of
school.

“We figured we would have a
ceremony so they can see their
kids, they can feel welcome and
that this is a place they feel
comfortable leaving their kids
in our care,” said principal So-
nya Gates.

Principal James Strait of Ku-
basaki High School at Camp
Foster, Okinawa, said this year
feels more like pre-pandemic
normal.

“The last couple of years we
tried to be innovative when we
did things, but everything is
back,” he said.

“We have the best job in the
world in being able to educate
students. We’re always excited
just to get the year started.”

Noah Etterer, 17, arrived for
his senior year at Kubasaki op-
timistic.

“I'm kind of happy that I get
to graduate with a little bit of re-
semblance to a more normal
school year,” he said.

At Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, math teacher
Frank Macias at Matthew C.
Perry High School expressed
relief at shedding most of the
pandemic burden.

“'m excited, things are
opening up and we are getting
beyond COVID,” he said. “It’s a
great school with great kids and
I see a lot of new faces and it’s
going to be a great year.”

M.C. Perry senior Raven
Rayls, 17, said she, too, has a
good feeling about the new
school year.

“I know a lot of people have
some fears of how drastic the
changes are compared to our
freshman year, because our
freshman year was when CO-
VID hit, so hopefully everyth-
ing goes well as planned and
everything goes back to normal
completely,” she said Monday.

In South Korea, Army Sgt. 1st
Class Corey Smith, a technical
engineer with the 11th Engi-
neer Battalion, said he and his
family arrived Friday at Camp
Humphreys.

Their two children, a 15-
year-old boy and an 11-year-old
girl, were just in time to start
the year at Humphreys High
and Middle schools.

“Im glad that they can do
more educationally,” Smith
said. “I hope they learn more
Korean while they’re here.”

Some schools marked the
first day with ritual.

At Yokota High School at Yo-
kota Air Base in western Tokyo,
parents, teachers and the base
commander lined up outside
the school to “clap in” arriving
students.

“Make yourself better, the

school better and the commun-
ity better and have a great
school year,” Col. Andrew Rod-
dan, the 374th Airlift Wing
commander, said at an assemb-
ly.

Yokota senior Matthew To-
mas, 17, is the football team
captain this year.

His mother, Debbie Tomas,
54, is the Yokota cheerleading
coach and an alumnus.

“This year I am going to be
more vocal and lead by exam-
ple,” Matthew Tomas said.

“We have a lot of younger
players this year and I want to
lead them as I step up into a big-
ger role.”

Students at Kubasaki High
entered the building through an
inflatable tunnel as the “Wel-
come Back, Kotter” theme
blared over the public address
system. An ROTC honor guard
carried the flag through two
rows of state flags that lined the
sidewalk.

At Yokosuka Naval Base, the
U.S. 7th Fleet’s homeport south
of Tokyo, Principal Joseph Gul-
lekson of Sullivans Elementary
School and base commander
Capt. Les Sobol “rang in” the
students, calling out each class
and ringing the school bell,
much as a bell is rung as Navy

commanders arrive aboard
their ships.
“Every day starts with

chances and choices,” Sobol
said before the ceremony. “Re-
member, it’s all about the
chances that we take and the
choices that we make — and
those will lead to other chances
and other choices.”

Cmdr. Marcus Seeger said
his sons Ethan and Marcus
started first and fourth grades,
respectively, at Sullivans Ele-
mentary. The boys were as “ex-
cited as kids can be,” and the
whole family is looking forward
to “hopefully having COVID in
the rearview mirror,” he said.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Ukraine says 9K soldiers killed in war

Associated Press

NIKOPOL, Ukraine — Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, which
hits the half-year mark this week,
has already killed some 9,000 Uk-
rainian soldiers, a general said,
and the fighting Monday showed
no signs that the war is abating.

At aveterans’ event, Ukraine’s
military chief, Gen. Valerii Za-
luzhnyi, said Ukraine’s children
need to be taken care of because
“their father went to the front line
and, perhaps, is one of those al-
most 9,000 heroes who died.”

In Nikopol, across the river
from UKraine’s main nuclear
power plant, Russian shelling
wounded four people Monday, an
official said. The city on the
Dnieper River has faced relent-
less pounding since July 12 that
has damaged some 850 buildings

and sent about half its population
0f100,000 fleeing.

The U.N. says 5,587 civilians
have been killed and 7,890 in-
jured in the Russian invasion of
Ukraine that began on Feb. 24, al-
though the estimate is likely con-
servative.

“I feel hate towards Russians,”
said 74-year-old Liudmyla
Shyshkina, standing on the edge
of her destroyed fourth-floor
apartment in Nikopol that no
longer has walls. She is still in-
jured from the Aug. 10 blast that
killed her 81-year-old husband,
Anatoliy, on the spot.

“The Second World War didn’t
take away my father, but the Rus-
sian world did,” noted Pavlo
Shyshkin, his son.

President Joe Biden and the
leaders of Britain, France and

Germany had pleaded Sunday for
Russia to end any military oper-
ation so close to the Zaporizhzhya
nuclear plant — Europe’s largest
— but Nikopol came under fire
three times overnight from rock-
ets and mortar shells. Houses, a
kindergarten, a bus station and
stores were hit, authorities said.

There are widespread fears
that continued shelling and fight-
ing in the area could lead to a nu-
clear catastrophe. Russia has
asked for anurgent meeting of the
U.N. Security Councilon Tuesday
todiscuss the situation around the
plant. Vladimir Rogov, an official
with the Russia-installed admin-
istration of the Zaporizhzhia re-
gion, said Monday that because of
the shelling, staffing at the nucle-
ar plant has been cut to a mini-
mum.

Monday’s announcement of
the scope of Ukraine’s military
dead stands in contrast to Rus-
sia’s military, which last gave an
update March 25 when it said
1,351 Russian troops were Killed
in the first month of fighting. U.S.
military officials estimated this
month that Russia has lost be-
tween 70,000 to 80,000 soldiers,
both killed and wounded.

On Monday though, Moscow
turned its attention to one civilian
death specifically. Russiablamed
Ukrainian spy agencies for the
car bombing on the outskirts of
Moscow over the weekend that
killed the daughter of a far-right
Russian nationalist and ardent
supporter of the invasion of Uk-
raine. Ukrainian officials have
vehemently denied any involve-
ment in the car bombing.

Sailor who died remembered
for dedication to family, Navy

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy— A Navy sailor
who died at sealast week aboard a
cruiser reportedly heading to the
Mediterranean Sea is being re-
membered for his honesty, kind-
ness and dedication to his family.

Petty Officer 3rd Class Nicho-
las Woods, a 27-year-old sonar
technician assigned to the USS
Leyte Gulf, died Thursday while
transiting the Atlantic Ocean, the
Navy said in a statement Satur-
day. The Navy did not release fur-
ther details about Woods’ death
except to say that an “official
cause of death is still pending.”

In a Facebook post, Woods’ sis-
ter, Kate Woods, remembered
the little brother she picked on as
a child but came to love “to the
ends of the universe” as the si-
blings grew older.

“You were the brightest part of
everyone’s day,” Kate Woods
saidin the Friday post. “You were
full of nothing less than the purest
of love and kindness, and we will
all miss you so much.”

Leyte Gulf deployed Aug. 10
along with the George H.W. Bush
Carrier Strike Group from Nor-
folk, Va. The group includes Car-
rier Air Wing 7 and Destroyer
Squadron 26, and has more than
6,000 sailors.

The Navy has not specified
where the George H.-W. Bush is
headed but USNI News reported
Aug. 1S that the carrier likely was
underway to U.S. 6th Fleet as part
of an increased presence in the
European theater following Rus-
sia’s attack on Ukraine. USNI
News reported Aug. 8 the carrier
would relieve the Harry S. Tru-
man Carrier Strike Group, which
had been on duty in the Mediter-
ranean Sea since December.

Kevin James, who identified
himself in a Friday Facebook
comment as a shore mate of
Woods, remembered the Virginia
native’s dedication to his family
and desire to take care of his si-
blings and mother.

“He was literally one of the
most honest and best people I
knew,” James said.

Triton unmanned surveillance
aircraft back in Japan for Navy

By JONATHAN SNYDER
Stars and Stripes

MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — An
unmanned surveillance aircraft
arrived at Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Iwakuni near Hiroshima last
month to support the Navy’s oper-
ations in the Indo-Pacific region.

Tritons have visited Japan be-
fore. Last year, two were de-
ployed to Misawa Air Base.

This time, one MQ-4C Triton
assigned to Unmanned Patrol
Squadron 19 in Florida arrived at
MCAS Iwakuni on July 12 to con-
duct maritime patrols, reconnais-
sance and theater outreach oper-
ations for Task Force 72, accord-
ing to a base news release. Task
Force 72 is the patrol and recon-
naissance componentof 7th Fleet.

“Operating the MQ-4C at
MCAS Iwakuni strengthens our
interoperability with Japan and
provides the flexibility to operate
atmultiple airfields within the 7th
Fleetareaof operations,” Lt. Scott
Van Hoy, spokesman for Squad-
ron 19, told Stars and Stripes by

email Thursday.
The U.S. military uses the term
“interoperability” to describe

how one country’s armed forces
use another country’s training
methods and military equipment.

The Triton arrived from Naval
Air Station Jacksonville, Fla.,
with a supporting contingent of
maintenance and operations per-
sonnel. Pilots at Iwakuni launch
the Tritons before handing con-
trol over to Jacksonville.

“It is a team effort between pi-
lots at MCAS Iwakuni and pilots
at our homeport in Jacksonville,
Florida, to operate the unmanned
aircraft,” Van Hoy said.

Similar to the Air Force’s RQ-4
Global Hawks, the Triton is de-
signed for maritime surveillance
rather than terrestrial scouting.

The Triton has areinforced air-
frame to protect against hail, bird
strikes and high winds and allows
the aircraft to pass through harsh
maritime weather while the
Global Hawk does not have that
capability, according to Northrop
Grumman’s website.
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Indiana governor in Taiwan after big US visits

Associated Press

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Indiana’s Republi-
can governor met with Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen on Monday, following
two recent high-profile visits by U.S. poli-
ticians that drew Beijing’s ire and Chinese
military drills that included firing missiles
over the island.

Gov. Eric Holcomb arrived Sunday eve-
ning in Taiwan for a four-day visit that
will focus on economic exchanges, partic-
ularly in semiconductors, according to a
statement from his office.

His visit comes at a particularly tense
time for Taiwan, China and the U.S. after
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited ear-
lier this month.

China claims the self-ruled island as its
own territory and views any exchanges
with foreign governments as an infringe-
ment on its claim.

Tsai acknowledged the tensions in her
opening remarks ahead of the meeting and
welcomed further exchanges.

“Taiwan has been confronted by mil-
itary threats from China, in and around
the Taiwan Strait. At this moment, demo-
cratic allies must stand together and boost
cooperation in all areas,” she said.

Separately, Japanese lawmakers Keiji
Furuya and Minoru Kihara arrived in Tai-
wan on Monday and are to meet Tsai on
Tuesday. Furuya said they also plan to
visit the tomb of late Taiwanese leader
Lee Teng-hui.

“China’s military provocations and oth-
er actions defying what’s acceptable have
caused risks to the peace and safety of not
only Taiwan but also to all of East Asia,”
Furuya tweeted Monday.

In response to Pelosi’s visit, China’s mil-
itary held several days of exercises that
included warplanes flying toward the is-
land and warships sailing across the mi-
dline of the Taiwan Strait, an unofficial
buffer between the island and China. Chi-
na also imposed visa bans and other sanc-
tions on several Taiwanese political fig-

ures, though it’s unclear what effect the
sanctions will have.

Holcomb emphasized the economic na-
ture of his visit, noting that his state is
among the top in the U.S. for direct foreign
investment and home to 10 Taiwanese
companies.

“We both seek to deepen and enhance
our already excellent cooperation that
we’ve established over the years,” he said.

Holcomb was also meeting representa-
tives of the semiconductor industry and
was expected to promote academic and
tech cooperation between Taiwan and In-
diana. His delegation is meeting with Na-
tional Yang-Ming University and National
Cheng Kung University as part of the ex-
change.

He is traveling with officials from the
state’s economic development council, as
well as the dean of engineering at Purdue
University, which has just established a
semiconductor degree program. He visits
South Korea next.

Fauci, top US infectious

Prosecutors urge conviction of
2 men in Whitmer kidnap plot

disease expert, to retire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Dr. An-
thony Fauci, the nation’s top in-
fectious disease expert who be-
came a household name — and
the subject of partisan attacks
— during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, announced Monday that
he will depart the federal go-
vernment in December after
more than five decades of ser-
vice.

Fauci, who serves as Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s chief medical
adviser, has been the director of
the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases and
chief of the NIAID Laboratory
of Immunoregulation. He was a
leader in the federal response to
HIV/AIDS and other infectious
diseases even before the coro-
navirus hit.

“I will be leaving these posi-
tions in December of this year to
pursue the next chapter of my
career,” Fauci, 81, said in a
statement, calling those roles
“the honor of a lifetime.”

Fauci became the face of the
government response to CO-
VID-19 as it hit in early 2020,
with frequent appearances on
television news and at daily
press conferences with White
House officials, including then-
President Donald Trump.

But as the pandemic dee-
pened, Fauci fell out of favor
with Trump and his officials
when his urgings of continued
public caution clashed with the
former president’s desire to re-
turn to normalcy.

Fauci found himself margin-
alized by the Trump adminis-
tration, increasingly kept out of
major decisions about the fed-
eral response, but he continued
to speak out publicly in media
interviews, advocating social
distancing and face coveringsin
public settings before the rol-
lout of the COVID-19 vaccines.

He was also the subject of po-
litical attacks and death threats
and was granted a security de-
tail for his protection.

Associated Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. —
Two men charged with conspir-
ing to kidnap Michigan’s gover-
nor wanted to grab Gretchen
Whitmer and hang her, prose-
cutors said during a stark clos-
ing argument Monday as the go-
vernment tried for a second
time to get convictions in an al-
leged plot to trigger a revolution
in 2020.

“These defendants were out-
side a woman’s house in the
middle of the night with night-
vision goggles and guns and a
plan to kidnap her,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Nils Kessler said.
“And they made a real bomb.
That’s far enough, isn’t it?”

After a nine-day trial, Kessler
repeatedly urged jurors to also
focus on what Adam Fox and
Barry Croft Jr. were saying
months before the FBI placed
undercover agents and inform-
ants inside the group that sum-
mer. It was Kessler’s effort to
get the jury to reject a defense
argument that Fox and Croft

were entrapped by the govern-
ment every step of the way.

“Which governor is going to
be dragged off and hung for
treason first?” Kessler said, qu-
oting Croft’s own words.

“Any governor would do,”
Kessler said. “By the end of
June, he was telling people Mi-
chigan’s government is a target
of opportunity, and God knows
the governor needs to be hung.”

The ultimate goal: a second
American Revolution, “some-
thing called the boogaloo,” the
prosecutor said.

Fox, 39, and Croft, 46, are on
trial for a second time in Grand
Rapids, Mich., after a jury in
April couldn’t reach a unani-
mous verdict but acquitted two
other men.

The jury heard secretly rec-
orded conversations and read
violent social media posts. Two
undercover agents and an in-
formant then testified for hours,
explaining how the men trained
in a “shoot house” in Wisconsin
and Michigan.
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Metal-detecting stranger
retrieves woman’s ring

N HAMPTON — A
Massachusetts
woman’s diamond wedding
ring, a family heirloom, is back
on her finger after a man with a
metal detector responded to her
social media plea for help and
found it at the bottom of the

ocean.

Francesca Teal told The Bos-
ton Globe that she was tossing a
football with her husband this
month at North Beach in Hamp-
ton, N.H., when the ring that
once belonged to her great-
grandmother slipped off her fin-
ger.

Teal posted about the ordeal
on Facebook.

Lou Asci, 60 of Marshfield,
put on a wetsuit and headlamp
and went into the water search-
ing for the ring with his metal
detector. The first two days he
went looking, he had no luck.

“I don’t take failure all too
well,” Asci told the newspaper.
“I wanted to go back and give it
one last shot.”

That’s when he found the ring
buried beneath the sandy ocean
floor, he said. He sent Teal a pic-
ture, writing in a message:
“Please tell me this is the ring so
I can finally get off this beach.”

Asci returned the ring to
Teal’s home, and her husband
got on one knee to place it back
on her finger.

66th anniversary of Bus
Boycott to be celebrated

A MONTGOMERY —

Montgomery is mark-
ing the 66th anniversary of the
Montgomery Bus Boycott with a

series of celebrations and
events.
Rosa Parks, an African-

American woman, was arrested
Dec. 1, 1955, after refusing to
give up her seat to a white pas-
senger on a segregated bus in
Montgomery. Her action helped
ignite the yearlong boycott of
the bus system by Black passen-
gers and ushered in the civil
rights movement.

Browder v. Gayle, a lawsuit
filed on behalf of women who
had also been mistreated on city
buses, led to the court ruling that
the segregated bus system was
unconstitutional.

The events include museum
activities, lectures, a unity walk,
concert and other activities.

There will be free admission
to the Rosa Parks Museum from
Dec.1to Dec. S. At the museum,
visitors can walk through an ex-
act replica of the iconic bus
where Rosa Parks refused to
give up her seat. The Montgom-
ery Housing Authority is open-
ing the doors to the public to tour
Parks’ former home.

Guard fired, charged for
allowing youths to fight

WAYCROSS — Ge-

orgia officials have
charged a juvenile detention
guard with second-degree mur-
der after concluding he allowed
a fighting game that led to the
death of a boy in state custody.

The Georgia Bureau of Inves-
tigation arrested Thomas Lee
Hicks, a 30-year-old Waycross
resident, charging him with sec-
ond-degree murder, two counts
of cruelty to children and violat-
ing his oath as a law enforce-
ment officer.

GBI agents were called to the
Waycross Regional Youth De-
tention Center after the boy was
reported to be unconscious. The
boy was taken to Memorial

Health Hospital in Savannah,
where he died. The juvenile’s
name has not been released.

Juvenile Justice Commission-
er Tyrone Oliver released a
statement saying he fired Hicks
after learning the results of the
investigation.

Truck in spills 5K gallons
of gas at national park

M WEST YELLOW-
STONE — A tanker
truck hauling gasoline in Yel-
lowstone National Park rolled
over and spilled an estimated
4,800 gallons, officials said.

An investigation was under-
way to determine whether any
of the unleaded gas entered an
area creek.

The truck’s driver lost control
of the rig during the early morn-
ing accident along Highway 191,
which runs through the western
side of the park near the Monta-
na-Wyoming border, park offi-
cials said in a statement.

No injuries were reported and
it was not immediately known if
any fuel entered Grayling
Creek, a small waterway that
flows from the Gallatin Moun-
tains and drains into Montana’s
Hebgen Lake.

One lane of the highway was
closed as cleanup efforts were
underway.

Ex-FBI agent sentenced
for using undercover cash

LASVEGAS — A fed-

eral judge in Nevada

rejected recommendations for

probation and sentenced an ex-

FBI agent from New York to

three months in custody for us-

ing government money he re-

ceived for an undercover oper-
ation to gamble in Las Vegas.

U.S. District Judge Gloria Na-

varro told the former agent,
Scott F. Carpenter, 40, that she’ll
decide before he self-surren-
ders Nov. 18 whether he can
serve his sentence in home con-
finement, the Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal reported.

According to court docu-
ments, Carpenter admitted los-
ing $13,500 in July 2017 playing
blackjack at the Bellagio with
government money that had
been allocated to him and three
other agents for expenses and
“bribery” cash during an under-
cover investigation.

2 shark bites reported
at popular beach

s MYRTLE BEACH —

Two swimmers sur-
vived being bitten by sharks at
South Carolina’s most popular
beach.

Both people were attacked in
Myrtle Beach, with one suffer-
ing a serious injury to the fore-
arm and the second a more
glancing bite to the leg, police
told media outlets.

The attacks happened in the
ocean about a half-mile apart
and police said there is no way to
know if they are related.

Karen Sites, of Pittsburgh,
needed hundreds of stitches.
She told WPDE-TV she was in
waist deep water on her first day
of vacation with her 8-year-old
grandson when she was bitten
on the arm.

“I just felt something, I guess,
bite me and there was a shark on
my arm,” Sites said.

Brian Sites said he heard his
grandmother scream. “I
couldn’t even see the shark com-
ing up, but all I saw was the
shark jumped up and it didn’t
even bite all the way,” he said.

— From wire reports
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Cantlay wins a thriller at BMW championship

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, Del. — One good break.
One great shot. That’s what it took Sunday
for Patrick Cantlay to win the BMW Cham-
pionship for the second straight time with a
finish that was nothing like last year except
for his clutch moments.

One other difference: The victory didn’t
give him the No. 1 seed going into the FedEx
Cup finale next week at East Lake in Atlan-
ta.

That was of little concern to Cantlay after
his birdie-par finish for a 2-under 69, giving
him a one-shot victory over Scott Stallings
at Wilmington Country Club.

“I was glad not to go six holes in a
playoff,” Cantlay said, referring to his un-
likely playoff win last year at Caves Valley
over Bryson DeChambeau.

This looked to be headed that way when
Cantlay and Stallings were tied down the
stretch, with Masters champion Scottie
Scheffler and Xander Schauffele lurking.

Tied with two holes to play, Cantlay took
an aggressive line to cut off the corner of a
dogleg and figured he was headed for a clus-
ter of bunkers. But the ball landed short of
the last bunker, took a big hop over the sand,
and tumbled into the first cut and rolled out

to the fairway, just 64 yards from the hole.

“I thought hitting it on that line, it would
for sure be in a bunker,” he said. “Got an ex-
cellent break — maybe one of the best
breaks I’'ve gotten coming down the stretch
— and when you get a break like that you
need to pay it off.”

He hit a spinner with a wedge that
skipped and stopped S feet behind the hole
for birdie and a one-shot lead. Stallings, in
the group ahead, narrowly missed a birdie
putt from just inside 10 feet on the last hole
for a 69.

Cantlay needed par to win and fanned his
drive into a bunker, the ball above his feet,
158 yards to pin on a steeply pitched green.

“I'tried to slice an 8-iron about as hard as I
could and went to about where I thought I
could get it, and it was one of the best shots I
hit all week,” he said.

His putt caught the lip of the cup, leaving
him a tap-in, about the easiest shot he had all
day.

Cantlay, who finished at 14-under 270, be-
came the first player to win the BMW
Championship in consecutive years since
the FedEx Cup began in 2007. No one has
ever repeated in any of the playoff events.
The victory, his second of the year, moved

him to No. 3 in the world.

Stallings has gone 238 starts since his last
victory eight years ago at Torrey Pines, and
he played like that drought might end. The
consolation prize is his first trip to the Tour
Championship.

“That was the biggest goal of the year,”
Stallings said. “Better late than never.”

Stallings wasn’t alone. Adam Scott is
making his way back to East Lake. He was
at No. 77 in the FedEx Cup when the post-
season started and a tie for fifth last week
moved him to No. 4S.

Scott made eagle on the 12th hole and hit
some superb lag putts on firm, crispy
greens at Wilmington for a 71 to tie for fifth.

Needing a par on the last hole, Scott
tugged his tee shot to the edge of a bunker,
meaning he had to stand in the sand and try
to hit out of a sticky first cut with the golf ball
about thigh-high. He pulled that into a bun-
ker, then hit a splendid shot to tap-in.

“I guess that’s the beauty of the FedEx
Cup playoffs the way they are. You can
scratch it around a lot for the year and have
a couple good weeks and get heavily re-
warded by getting to East Lake and being in
that top 30 and all the perks that come with
it,” Scott said.

Larson wins rain-delayed Cup race at Watkins Glen

Associated Press

WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. —
Kyle Larson was looking for ajolt
of momentum. He got it for the
second straight time at Watkins
Glen International.

The reigning NASCAR Cup
champion, winless since his only
victory of the season at Auto Club
Speedway in February, beat
Hendrick Motorsports team-
mate Chase Elliott on a restart
with five laps remaining and won
the weather-delayed NASCAR
Cup race Sunday.

Elliott was seeking his eighth
career road-course victory and
had control of the race late, but a
caution gave Larson a chance
and he took advantage, moving
Elliott to the left coming out of
the first turn, then pulling away
for a weekend Xfinity Cup
sweep. It was the 11th consecu-
tive road course win for Chevro-
let.

“I did what I felt I needed to do
to get the win. I knew that was my
only opportunity to get by him,
I’m not proud of it,” said Larson,
who won 10 races last season.
“The restarts kept me in it. It’s
good to get another win. Hopeful-
ly it will build some momentum.”

AJ Allmendinger was second
for the second straight day to
Larson, Joey Logano third, El-
liott fourth and Daniel Suarez
fifth.

Elliott declined to criticize his
teammate when interviewed, but
the disappointment was palpa-
ble.

“Just a huge congratulations to
Kyle and everybody on the S
team. He did a great job,” said El-
liott, who clinched the regular
season title. “Seriously, they de-
serve it.”

Fifteen drivers are locked into
the 16-driver field for the
playoffs, with Ryan Blaney and

Martin Truex Jr. still battling for
points. They entered the race
separated by 26 points and start-
ed side-by-side on Row 13. Truex
picked up only one point — fin-
ishing one spot ahead of his rival.

Lightning strikes and rain de-
layed the start two hours. The
race began on rain tires with a
single-file start, the only one of
the day, and pole-sitter Elliott
was passed early by Michael
McDowell, who started third.
But strategy played out as the
race wore on with Elliott, Larson
and McDowell, all on a two-stop
strategy around the 2.45-mile
natural terrain layout, holding
the upper hand.

Elliott regained the lead with
18 laps to go in the 90-lap race,
and when the final pit stops were
complete, he was just over 2 sec-
onds ahead of his teammate.
McDowell was more than 10 sec-
onds behind, but a spin by Joey

Hand in the first turn brought out
a caution and bunched up the
field for a restart with eight laps
to go.

Elliott picked the outside lane
for the restart and held off Lar-
son when the green flag waved,
quickly building a half-second
lead. But a spin by Loris Heze-
mans brought out the caution
that changed the outcome.

Larson also held off Allmend-
inger to win the Xfinity race Sat-
urday at The Glen, taking advan-
tage when teammate William
Byron and Ty Gibbs spun out vy-
ing for the lead with under five
laps to go.

No three-peat

Kevin Harvick entered the day
fresh off consecutive wins at Mi-
chigan and Richmond, but he
qualifiied outside the top 20 and
never was a factor, finishing
12th.
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Huntley, Likely shine as Ravens beat Cards

Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Tyler Huntley could
have just run out of bounds — after all, it was
a preseason game — but the quarterback lo-
wered his shoulder, took on two defenders
and powered ahead for the first down.

That’s just the way the Baltimore Ravens
do things on the football field, whether the
games count or not.

Rookie Isaiah Likely caught eight passes
for 100 yards, Huntley completed 13 of 14
passes for 129 yards and a touchdown, and
Baltimore ran its preseason winning streak
to 22 games by beating the Arizona Cardinals
24-17 on Sunday night.

“Itmeans alot to us, just to show that every
time you step on the field with the Ravens,
you gotta be ready to play,” Huntley said.
“Because we're ready to play. It just shows
we’re trying to win every time we touch the
field.”

Likely — a fourth-round pick out of Coas-
tal Carolina — was Huntley’s favorite target
for Baltimore (2-0) during the first half. The
two hooked up for an 8-yard touchdown play
midway through the second quarter.

Both teams sat the majority of their star

players, including their starting quarter-
backs. Arizona’s Kyler Murray and the Rav-
ens’ Lamar Jackson haven’t played at all so
far in the preseason. Murray was spotted in
the second half with a headset and playsheet,
making calls on the sideline.

Likely could provide an intriguing combo
at tight end with Baltimore star Mark An-
drews, who earned an All-Pro nod last sea-
son after a breakout season that included
1,361 yards receiving and nine touchdowns.

Giants 25, Bengals 22: Davis Webb
threw a 15-yard touchdown pass to Alex
Bachman with 35 seconds to play to lift host
New York past Cincinnati.

Webb’s second touchdown pass of the half
to Bachman capped a 75-yard march that
started after Jacques Patrick scored on a 3-
yard run with 3:0S to play to put the Bengals
ahead 22-18.

Webb, who is the Giants’ third quarter-
back behind Daniel Jones and Tyrod Taylor,
finished 22-for-27 for 204 yards, including a
22-yard TD pass to Bachman earlier in the
quarter that gave New York an 18-16 lead.
Bachman finished with 11 catches for 122
yards.

The Giants improved to 2-0 under new
coach Brian Daboll. Cincinnati (0-2) did not
play its starters for the second straight week.

New York top draft pick Kayvon Thibo-
deaux, the edge rusher who was the No. 5
overall selection in the draft, hurt his right
knee in the second quarter and did not re-
turn.

Eagles 21, Browns 20: Joshua Dobbs ran
for a touchdown and looked good directing
host Cleveland’s backups during a loss to
Philadelphia in an exhibition watched by
both teams’ starters, along with soon-to-be-
suspended Browns quarterback Deshaun
Watson.

Dobbs scored on a 3-yard run in the first
quarter and had his second strong perfor-
mance of the preseason for Cleveland (1-1),
which is hoping he can be their No. 2 QB be-
hind Jacoby Brissett while Watson serves an
11-game suspension. Dobbs finished 14-
for-20 for 141 yards before Josh Rosen re-
placed him in the third quarter.

With Eagles starting quarterback Jalen
Hurts sitting out, Gardner Minshew led Phi-
ladelphia (1-1) on two long touchdown drives
in the first half.

Panthers name Mayfield as starting QB for opener

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Baker
Mayfield will start the Carolina
Panthers’ Sept. 11 regular-season
opener against his former team,
the Cleveland Browns.

Panthers coach Matt Rhule
made the announcement on the
team’s website Monday.

Mayfield, acquired in a trade
with the Browns earlier this off-
season, beat out incumbent start-
er Sam Darnold for the job. The
news was expected as Mayfield
had outperformed Darnold dur-
ing most of training camp.

“When we started this process,
we were looking at three things,”
Rhule said. “Number one, mas-
tery of the offense, number two,
situational football excellence,
and number three, moving the
ball and getting guys involved.
That’s been our focus all along.
Baker has made a lot of improve-
ment, a lot of growth in all three
areas in a short amount of time.”

Both Mayfield and Darnold are

expected to play in the team’s
preseason finale on Friday night
against the Buffalo Bills. Neither
Mayfield nor Darnold has seen
much action in the preseason and
both were held out of last week’s
game against the New England
Patriots.

Rhule originally said the Pan-
thers would keep three quarter-
backs on the roster, but that was
before rookie third-round draft
pick Matt Corral suffered a Lis-
franc ligament tear in his foot.

In other NFL news:

B The Minnesota Vikings
have acquired backup quarter-
back Nick Mullens from the Las
Vegas Raiders for a conditional
2024 seventh-round draft pick.
The Vikings say the deal will be
finalized as soon as Mullens pas-
ses a physical. The Raiders will
get the 2024 pick only if Mullens
is on the active roster for at least
one game this season. Mullens
will compete with second-year
player Kellen Mond and veteran
Sean Mannion to be the No. 2

quarterback behind Kirk Cou-
sins.

McClain wins US

gymnastics title

TAMPA, Fla. — Konnor
McClain rallied past Shilese
Jones to win her first U.S. gym-
nastics national title. The 17-
year-old McClain posted a two-
day total of 112.750, just ahead of
Jones at 111.900. Jordan Chiles,
part of the U.S. team that won sil-
ver at the 2020 Olympics last
summer, finished third. Kayla
DiCello took fourth, followed by
Olympic floor exercise champion
Jade Carey in fifth and Skye
Blakely in sixth.

Ex-F1 boss Ecclestone

denies fraud charge

LONDON — Former Formula
One boss Bernie Ecclestone has
denied a fraud charge over his al-
leged failure to declare millions
of pounds in overseas assets. Ec-
clestone, 91, entered a not guilty
plea as he appeared at Westmin-

ster Magistrates’ Court in Lon-
don for a brief hearing Monday.
Prosecutors issued a charge of
fraud by false representation be-
tween July 2013 and October 2016
after British tax officials carried
out a worldwide investigation in-
to Ecclestone’s finances.

Weiskopf, former major

winner, dies at 79

Major champion and golf
course architect Tom Weiskopf
has died of pancreatic cancer.
His wife says Weiskopf died Sat-
urday at their home in Big Sky,
Mont. Weiskopf’s contributions
to golf go far beyond his 16 PGA
Tour wins and his British Open ti-
tle at Troon in 1973. He was blunt
and accurate when he worked as
a TV analyst. And he was equally
successful as a golf course archi-
tect. Weiskopf was diagnosed
with cancer in December 2020.
Laurie Weiskopf says he was still
working on design projects in the
week leading to his death. He was
79.
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Tucker, Urquidy lift Astros past Braves

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Atlanta outfielder Marcell
Ozuna was booed by the home fans in his re-
turn, Kyle Tucker singled to drive in Yor-
dan Alvarez for the go-ahead run in the
eighth and the Houston Astros beat the
Braves S-4 to avoid a three-game sweep on
Sunday.

José Urquidy (12-4) gave up two runs and
five hits. He walked two and struck out six
in seven innings for the AL-leading Astros.

The Braves started Ozuna in left field,
and he was booed each time he came to the
plate after getting charged with DUI early
Friday morning. It was Ozuna’s first ap-
pearance on the field since his arrest. He
struck out in his only at-bats before getting
pulled for a pinch-hitter in the seventh.

Dodgers 10, Marlins 3: Rookie Ryan Pe-
piot celebrated his 25th birthday by getting
the best of a matchup with All-Star and Cy
Young Award candidate Sandy Alcantarain
host Los Angeles’ victory over Miami.

Pepiot held the Marlins to two runs on
four hits with seven strikeouts in his six in-
nings as Los Angeles won its ninth consec-
utive home game. Cody Bellinger and Max
Muncy hit home runs and Will Smith drove
in three runs for the Dodgers.

Alcantara (11-6) was no match for the
Dodgers. Alcantara’s 3% innings were a
season low, while his six runs and 10 hits al-

lowed were season highs. The right-hander
had one walk and five strikeouts.

Cardinals 6, Diamondbacks 4: Nolan
Arenado hit a two-run single in the seventh
inning and finished with three RBIs, help-
ing visiting St. Louis stretch its winning
streak to seven games.

Trailing 4-3, the Cardinals loaded the bas-
es in the seventh after pinch-hitter Albert
Pujols singled off Joe Mantiply (1-4) and
Kevin Ginkel hit Paul Goldschmidt with a
pitch. Arenado, who had a run-scoring sin-
gle in the first inning, lined a single to right-
center to put St. Louis up 5-4.

Rays 3, Royals 2: Harold Ramirez had
three hits and drove in two runs, leading
host Tampa Bay past Kansas City.

The Rays have won seven of nine, and
held opponents to three runs or fewer in
eight of their last nine games.

Tigers 4, Angels 0: Eduardo Rodriguez
pitched five shutout innings in his return to
Detroit in a win over Los Angeles.

The Tigers’ Riley Greene had a 448-foot
homer on the first pitch he saw from Angels
starter Shohei Ohtani (10-8) — the longest
home run Ohtani has allowed in the majors.
Greene ended up reaching base four times.

Rangers 7, Twins 0: Marcus Semien and
Nathaniel Lowe homered, and Kohei Arih-
ara pitched a career-high six innings and
combined with Taylor Hearn for the shu-

tout for visiting Texas.

Semien drove in three runs as the Ran-
gers won for the third time in four games.
Adolis Garcia extended his hitting streak to
18 games, the longest current streak in the
major leagues.

Brewers 5, Cubs 2: Keston Hiura ho-
mered twice and drove in three runs as vis-
iting Milwaukee beat Chicago to salvage the
finale of the weekend series.

Giants 9, Rockies 8 (11): Wilmer Flores
delivered a go-ahead sacrifice fly in the 11th
inning and Evan Longoria had a grand slam
among his three hits as San Francisco avert-
ed a series sweep at Colorado.

Athletics 5, Mariners 3: Shea Langeliers
got three hits, including host Oakland’s first
triple after an 81-game drought in a victory
over Seattle.

Reds 9, Pirates 5: Jake Fraley had three
RBIs and scored four times in visiting Cin-
cinnati’s win over Pittsburgh.

Padres 2, Nationals 1: Josh Bell hit a two-
run homer and Sean Manaea pitched sev-
en strong innings as host San Diego beat
Washington to earn a series split.

Orioles 5, Red Sox 3: Jorge Mateo lined
a bases-loaded double to left field in the
eighth inning, driving in three runs and
sparking host Baltimore to a victory over
Boston in the MLB Little League Classic in
Williamsport, Pa.

Fisher, Canha excel as
Mets rally past Phillies

Yankees avoid sweep, get
crucial win over Blue Jays

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — A year
ago, Nate Fisher was employed
by the First National Bank of
Omaha determining whether to
approve commercial loans. On
Sunday, at Citizens Bank Parkin
his major league debut, he is-
sued a denial to Phillies hitters.

Fisher sparkled in pitching
three scoreless innings of relief,
Mark Canha hit two homers and
drove in five runs, and the New
York Mets rallied past Philadel-
phia10-9.

“It’s pretty surreal right now,”
Fishersaid. “I’'m so thankful and
so blessed for the opportunity. It
hasn’teven sunkinyet.”

Fisher allowed just one hit
while striking out one and walk-

ing two.

The 26-year-old lefty went un-
drafted out of the University of
Nebraska before pitching in 12
games at Single-A for the Seattle
Mariners in 2019. With the un-
certainty of COVID-19 halting
his baseball career, Fisher fol-
lowed a former coach into bank-
ing in 2020 in his hometown. He
worked there until June 2021
when he re-signed with the Mar-
iners, making it all the way to
Triple-A.

After signing with the Mets
during the past offseason, Fish-
er was 0-1 witha 3.77 ERA in 12
games at Double-A Binghamton
and 1-2 with a 3.12 ERA in 12
games at Triple-A Syracuse be-
fore his call-up.

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Miffed after
Aaron Judge was hit by a pitch
from Alek Manoah, the New
York Yankees struck back with
their bats.

Andrew Benintendi hit a tie-
breaking, two-run homer in the
seventh inning and the Yankees
got a victory they desperately
needed, beating the Toronto
Blue Jays 4-2 on Sunday to avoid
a four-game sweep.

New York won for only the
10th time in 30 games since the
All-Star break. The Yankees
lead the AL East by eight games
over Toronto.

“No secret what we're going
through,” manager Aaron Boone
said. “That was a big blow in an

important game.”

On Saturday, New York’s frus-
trations reached the point of ace
Gerrit Cole punching the dugout
roof twice and Boone pounding
his hand on the podium during a
postgame news conference.

On Sunday, the Yankees’ only
qualms were with Manoah.

After throwing near Judge
earlier, the Blue Jays starter hit
him in the arm guard above the
left elbow with a sinker in the
fifth. Judge glanced at Manoah
as Cole started yelling and other
Yankees came over the dugout
railing.

Judge, 1-for-16 with six strike-
outs against Manoah, didn’t
think the plunking was on pur-
pose.
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