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Pelosi pledges her commitment to Taiwan

Stars and Stripes

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
pledged her commitment to Taiwan on
Wednesday as Chinese ships and aircraft
ramped up their military activity in re-
sponse to her visit.

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen present-
ed Pelosi the Order of Propitious Clouds
with Special Grand Cordon award, during a
livestreamed ceremony that morning.

“Now more than ever America’s solidar-
ity with Taiwan is crucial,” said Pelosi, who
departed Taiwan on Wednesday evening
for South Korea. “Today our delegation, of
which I'm very proud of, came to Taiwan to
make it unequivocally clear we will not

abandon our commitment to Taiwan, and
we are proud of our enduring friendship.”
China held live-fire military exercises
Saturday off its coast opposite Taiwan after
warning Pelosi to cancel her visit. Ahead of
her arrival on Tuesday night, Chinese air-
craft and warships brushed up against the
median line in the Taiwan Strait, an unoffi-
cial dividing line, according to Reuters.
Also after her arrival, China’s Eastern
Theater Command announced drills would
take place near the Taiwan Strait starting
late Tuesday. These included long-range
live-fire and conventional missile launches,
the official China Military website reported.
Chinese J-20 stealth fighters took off from

an airfield that evening to participate in the
drills, the official Global Times reported
Wednesday.

China also announced a series of naval
exercises, to include live-fire drills, slated
torun from Thursday to Sunday that will ef-
fectively surround the self-governing is-
land, according to a Tuesday report from
China’s state-run Xinhua News Agency.

Pelosi, the third-ranking member of the
U.S. government, and a five-member con-
gressional delegation arrived in Taipei
on Tuesday night. Her highly anticipated
visit to Taiwan is part of an Indo-Pacific
tour that also includes stops in Singapore,
Malaysia, South Korea and Japan.

Sex tape flap has 3 calling foul at post in Germany

By JOHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — A sex tape
scandalinvolving a U.S. Army civilian, a sol-
dier and an Air Force reservist is sparking
criticisms of unequal consequences for
sharing explicit images without a person’s
consent.

“Everyone kind of brushed it off. I believe
more action should have been taken,” said a
Stuttgart-based male soldier who filed a
criminal complaint accusing a female Army
civilian of sharing their sex recording ataso-
cial gathering.

The case involves an October 2020 video
between the soldier and civilian, which re-
sulted in two separate military law enforce-
ment probes after allegations emerged that
the recordings were passed around, those
involved told Stars and Stripes.

While one of the casesresultedinacareer-
altering reprimand for the Air Force reserv-
ist, the Army civilian remains in her Stutt-
gart job after German prosecutors declined
to pursue the allegations referred to them by
their U.S. military counterparts.

The cases center on possible violations of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice deal-
ing with wrongful distribution of intimate
images. But in instances involving both ser-
vice members and military civilians, differ-
ent jurisdictions come into play.

The soldier said he learned of the incident

after hearing from a friend about an off-base
gathering at which attendees were shown
the video.

“I felt embarrassed and confused, and I
feel like this person should not still be in her
position,” said the soldier, who requested
anonymity as a victim in the nearly 2-year-
old case, which is still being dealt with at the
administrative level.

Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Tanja May
said the controversy started when she dis-
covered a cache of explicit videos of her boy-
friend, the Stuttgart soldier, and the Army
civilian during a visit to her boyfriend’s
house.

May said that when she confronted him,
the soldier physically assaulted her and
pushed her down a staircase, an act that she
said resulted in an Army reprimand for the
soldier.

May took one of the videos of him and the
civilianengagedinsex and shareditinachat
group consisting of all three of them and
about three others.

That prompted the Army civilian to file a
complaint against May for sharing the imag-
es without her consent. May was issued a
nonjudicial reprimand, which she said she is
appealing.

Although May acknowledges that her ac-
tions were wrong, she said the military
didn’t account for her state of mind after the
incident.

May also contends that because the video
atissue was later passed around by the civil-
ian at a public gathering, the latter’s claims
of victimhood are moot.

The soldier, who filed the complaint
against the civilian in March 2021, said his
case received minimal investigation.

A redacted Stuttgart Criminal Investiga-
tion Division report sparked by the soldier’s
complaint states that “witnesses con-
firmed” that the civilian showed the video at
asocial gathering.

Military investigators interviewed wit-
nesses, who said a video “depicted her and
anidentifiable male engaged in sexual acts,”
the CID report states.

Witnesses also confirmed that during the
gathering, the civilian identified the soldier
by name as the person in the video, accord-
ing to the CID report, which was obtained by
Stars and Stripes. The report said the civil-
ian declined to provide a statement to the
CID.

When contacted by Stars and Stripes, the
civilian denied sharing the tape and said she
had been cleared of wrongdoing by German
prosecutors, who received the case from
military authorities. She also said she was
the initial victim in the case.

“This entire situation was started because
(May) shared that video with multiple peo-
ple,” the civilian said. “I am being retrauma-
tized over and over again because of this.”
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Alleged fitness test bribe probed

By ALEXANDER RIEDEL
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger-
many — Ramstein Air Base
leaders are investigating alle-
gations that an airman tried to
bribe officials into issuing a
passing score on an annual
physical fitness test.

A spokesman for the 86th
Airlift Wing acknowledged in
an email to Stars and Stripes on
Tuesday that an investigation is
underway but declined to give
details while it is active.

Last week, social media users
who said they are affiliated with
the 86th Security Forces
Squadron at Ramstein Air Base
anonymously alleged a cover-
up of the undisclosed disciplin-
ary infraction and described
plummeting morale among the
ranks of the military police unit.

“An 86th SFS SNCO here at
Ramstein got caught bribing
the tester to change pt numbers
so they would meet standards
and not fail,” one commenter
said on the popular Amn/NCO/
SNCO Facebook page.

Unit members are responsi-
ble for security at one of the De-
fense Department’s largest
overseas installations and one
of the Air Force’s busiest air

transportation hubs.

Bribery is punishable by
court-martial under the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice.

The anonymous commenter
wrote on the Amn/NCO/SNCO
Facebook page that following
the incident, physical training
for the unit was significantly in-
creased, which placed an addi-
tional burden on already over-
worked airmen.

“Instead of punishing individ-
ual and holding them accounta-
ble, the airmen are now re-
quired to attend more pt so no
one else is in the same situation
to fail,” the commenter said.

Another post to the Facebook
page shared an official memo-
randum outlining the physical
training program for the unit’s
operations and training flight.

The July 27 memo establishes
physical fitness training three
times per week for all those
members scoring below 95% on
recurring squadron-internal fit-
ness tests. Those meeting the
95% score would have to lead
one session per week.

A base spokesman confirmed
the memo’s authenticity Tues-
day and said the policy is part of
several initiatives designed to
ensure compliance with physi-

cal stamina and combat readi-
ness requirements, adding that
fitness programs are “constant-
ly evaluated.” Another com-
menter identifying themselves
as a member of the 86th Secur-
ity Forces Squadron said the in-
creased physical training load
has lengthened work schedules,
keeping security forces mem-
bers at work from 4:30 a.m. to 8
p.m. on some shifts.

“(I don’t care) who you are,
those make for long days,” the
anonymous commenter said.
“It’s tough to convince Airman
to stay in (security forces) when
they have friends their same
rank in other career fields work-
ing half the time making the
same money.”

While security forces units
are known for demanding duty
schedules that ask them to man
mission-essential security posts
around the clock, the wing said
there is no blanket demand for
excessive hours.

“No requirement exists for 86
SFS Airmen to remain at work
for a 17.5 hour day,” a spokes-
man wrote in an email. Unit
leaders “maximize schedule
flexibility and ensure our Air-
men are not working unneces-
sary hours,” the email said.

US bases not subject to EU’s Skittles ban

By PHILLIP WALTER WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Army and
Air Force Exchange Service stores in Europe will
continue to sell Skittles, despite a ban on the pop-
ular candy across much of the Continent.

From Sunday, food manufacturers in the Euro-
pean Union will be prohibited from using the col-
or additive titanium dioxide — which is found in
the fruit-flavored sweets and other foods — out of
fears the substance could damage DNA and lead
to cancer. The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion has not recommended a similar ban.

An AAFES spokesman told Stars and Stripes

that the company adheres to FDA recommenda-
tions concerning food products, rather than Eu-
ropean guidelines. Unless the FDA changes
course, Skittles will remain on AAFES store
shelves in Europe.

“The food additive regulation banning titanium
dioxide in the EU does not apply to products sold
by the Exchange to the U.S. military community,”
spokesman Chris Ward said in an emailed state-
ment.

“If a product is determined to be unsuitable as
to quality, value or other appropriate criteria by
medical authorities, it is removed from shelves,”
Ward added.

Legal expert:
Navy officer’s
case handled
correctly

By ALExX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

Japanese authorities went by
the book handling the case
against a Navy officer for the
negligent-driving deaths of two
Japanese citizens in May 2021,
according to a Japanese lawyer
who’s represented U.S. service
members.

Lt. Ridge Alkonis, 34, who
was based at Yokosuka, report-
ed July 25 to begin serving his
three-year sentence in a Japa-
nese prison. His supporters, in-
cluding a U.S. senator and a
representative, urged Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration
to get Alkonis freed. They al-
lege the father of three was mis-
treated by Japanese police, who
illegally held him nearly a
month, and was denied a fair
trial by the Japanese courts. Ya-
sutoshi Murakami, an attorney
with the Higashi Koenji Law
Firm in Tokyo who has prose-
cuted and defended cases in-
volving individuals covered by
the status of forces agreement
between the U.S. and Japan,
disagreed.

“In the case of Alkonis, he
was arrested off-base in fla-
grante delicto — or immediate-
ly following the crime — which
means the police saw the need
to arrest him because of flight
risk and/or danger of destroy-
ing evidence,” he told Stars and
Stripes by phone Friday.

Murakami said the length of
Alkonis’ detainment was also
by the books. Suspects in crimi-
nal cases may be held up to 23
days without an opportunity to
post arelease bond until they’re
formally charged, according to
information from the Japan
Federation of Bar Associations.

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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On 3rd vote, Senate

By SARA SAMORA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Veterans
and advocates who watched and
waited on the steps of the U.S.
Capitol building through heat and
rain since Thursday can now
stand down after the Senate
passed legislation that will ex-
pand eligibility for health care
and benefits for veterans exposed
to burn pits and other toxins.

The Sergeant First Class Heath
Robinson Honoring Our Promise
to Address Comprehensive Tox-
ics Act of 2022, or PACT Act,
passed Tuesday night by a vote of
86 to 11, ending a stalemate over
the legislation that angered advo-
cates and veterans and pushed
some to stand watch outside the
Capitol. Approval of the bill fol-
lowed three proposed amend-
ments that were voted down.

“This bill is putting us on a path
to finally recognizing the toxic

wounds of war,” said Jon Tester,
D-Mont., chairman of the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

The bill now goes to President
Joe Biden’s desk to be signed into
law.

The Senate had approved an
earlier version of the PACT Act
by a vote of 84-14 in June. But the
Senate needed to vote again last
week because the House made
changes to the bill before the low-
er chamber passed it by a 342-88
vote on July 13.

But the revised legislation
drew SS votes in the Senate —
short of the 60 needed to end de-
bate on the bill and overcome a fi-
libuster. Twenty-five Republi-
cans who previously supported
versions of the bill voted against it
on the procedural vote.

Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., one of
the 25 senators who voted against
the bill last week, had said the
PACT Act included more than

$300 billion to be spent in the next
10 years unrelated to veterans
and it concerned him and other
senators. Their stance stalled the
legislation for several days.

The bill seeks to provide an eas-
ier path to health care and bene-
fits for veterans who served near
open-air burn pits, which were
used throughout the 1990s and the
post-9/11 wars to burn garbage,
jet fuel and other materials. Vet-
erans diagnosed with cancer, re-
spiratory issues and lung disease
at young ages have blamed expo-
sure to the toxic fumes from these
pits, butthe Department of Veter-
ans Affairs contended for years
that there wasn’t sufficient evi-
dence to support their claims.

The bill also would improve the
VA’s workforce and claims proc-
essing to speed up efforts to meet
the needs of veterans and estab-
lish 31 new VA health care facili-
ties in 19 states. Additionally, the

passes burn pits hill

bill would expand health care eli-
gibility to post-9/11 combat veter-
ans and add 23 conditions related
to burn pits and other toxic expo-
sures to the VA’s list of service
presumptions. It will also expand
the list of presumptions related to
Agent Orange exposure to in-
clude Thailand, Cambodia, Laos,
Guam, American Samoa and
Johnston Atoll, strengthen feder-
al research on toxic exposure,
and improve the VA’s resources
and training. The Congressional
Budget Office reported in June
that the PACT Act’s cost estimate
would be more than $600 billion.

The bill is named for Sgt. 1st
Class Heath Robinson, who was
diagnosed with a rare autoim-
mune disorder and lung cancer
after serving with the Army Na-
tional Guard in Kosovo and Iraq,
where he experienced prolonged
exposure to burn pits. He died in
2020.

Phones of DOD officials
wiped of Jan. 6 messages

The Washington Post

The Pentagon erased a poten-
tial trove of material related tothe
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol
from the phones of senior defense
officialsinthe Trump administra-
tion, according to legal filings.

Court records published on the
website of the watchdog group
American Oversightindicate that
the Pentagon “wiped” the go-
vernment-issued phones of se-
nior Defense Department and
Army officials who were in
charge of mobilizing the National
Guard to respond to the Capitol
attack, including then-acting De-
fense Secretary Christopher Mill-
er and then-Army Secretary
Ryan McCarthy. The erasing ap-
parently was done in keeping
with Defense Department and
Army policy for departing em-
ployees, according to filings that
state: “the text messages were not
preserved.”

The admission comes as a blow

not just to American Oversight’s
effortstounearth critical commu-
nications regarding the attack,
but also to the House’s Jan. 6 spe-
cial committee, which had asked
Pentagon leaders to preserve and
share all documents related tothe
riot. It also makes the Defense
Departmentthelatestknown part
of the federal government, in-
cluding the Secret Service and
other parts of the Department of
Homeland Security, to have de-
leted records that could have
helpedinvestigators piece togeth-
erwhathappenedonJan.6—and
the degree to which then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump was respon-
sible for delays in responding.

“From the reporting about the
Secret Service and the senior
DHS officials, it becomes pretty
clear that this is not just a DOD
problem, not just an Army
problem, but multiagency,” said
Dara Silvestre, a spokeswoman
for American Oversight.

Kansas voters protect
access to an abortion

Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. — Kansas vot-
ers on Tuesday sent a resounding
message of wanting to save abor-
tion rights, rejecting a ballot mea-
sure in a conservative state with
deep ties to the anti-abortion
movement that would have al-
lowed the Republican-controlled
Legislature to tighten restrictions
or ban the procedure outright.

It was the first test of voter sen-
timent after the U.S. Supreme
Court’sdecisioninJunethatover-
turned the constitutional right to
abortion, providing an unexpect-
ed result with potential implica-
tions for the coming midterm
elections. While it was just one
state, the heavy turnout for an Au-
gust primary that typically favors
Republicans was a major victory
for abortion rights advocates.
With most of the vote counted,
they were prevailing by roughly
20 percentage points, with the

turnout approaching what’s typi-
cal for a fall election for governor.

The proposed amendment to
the Kansas Constitution would
have added language stating that
it does not grant the right to abor-
tion. A 2019 state Supreme Court
decision declared that access to
abortion is a “fundamental” right
under the state’s Bill of Rights,
preventing a ban and potentially
thwarting legislative efforts toen-
actnew restrictions.

The referendum was closely
watched as a barometer of liberal
and moderate voters’ anger over
the Supreme Court ruling ending
the nationwide right to abortion.

Mallory Carroll, a spokesper-
son for the national anti-abortion
group Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life
America, described the vote as “a
huge disappointment” for the
movement and called on anti-
abortion candidates to “go on the
offensive.”
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UN nuclear chief: Ukraine plant ‘out of control’

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — The
U.N. nuclear chief warned that
Europe’s largest nuclear power
plant in Ukraine “is completely
out of control” and issued an ur-
gent plea to Russia and Ukraine
to quickly allow experts to visit
the sprawling complex to stabil-
ize the situation and avoid a nu-
clear accident.

Rafael Grossi, director general
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency, said in an inter-
view Tuesday with The Associat-
ed Press that the situation is get-
ting more perilous every day at
the Zaporizhzhya plant in the
southeastern city of Enerhodar,
which Russian troops seized in
early March, soon after their
Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine.

“Every principle of nuclear sa-
fety has been violated” at the

plant, he said. “What is at stake is
extremely serious and extremely
grave and dangerous.”

Grossi cited many violations of
the plant’s safety, adding that it is
“in a place where active war is
ongoing,” near Russian-con-
trolled territory.

The physical integrity of the
plant hasn’t been respected, he
said, citing shelling at the begin-
ning of the war when it was taken
over and continuing information
from Ukraine and Russia accus-
ing each other of attacks at Zapo-
rizhzhya.

There is “a paradoxical situa-
tion” in which the plant is con-
trolled by Russia, but its Ukrai-
nian staff continues to run its nu-
clear operations, leading to inevi-
table moments of friction and
alleged violence, he said.

Grossi said the supply chain of

equipment and spare parts has
been interrupted, “so we are not
sure the plant is getting all it
needs.” The IAEA also needs to
perform very important inspec-
tions to ensure that nuclear mate-
rial is being safeguarded, “and
there is a lot of nuclear material
there to be inspected,” he said.
“When you put this together,
you have a catalog of things that
should never be happening in
any nuclear facility,” Grossi said.
“And this is why I have been in-
sisting from day one that we have
to be able to go there to perform
this safety and security evalua-
tion, to do the repairs and to assist
as we already did in Chernobyl.”
The Russian capture of Zapo-
rizhzhya renewed fears that the
largest of Ukraine’s 15 nuclear
reactors could be damaged, set-
ting off another emergency like

the 1986 Chernobyl accident, the
world’s worst nuclear disaster,
which happened about 65 miles
north of the capital Kyiv.

Russian forces occupied the
heavily contaminated site soon
after the invasion but handed
control back to the Ukrainians at
the end of March. Grossi visited
Chernobyl on April 27 and tweet-
ed that the level of safety was
“like a ‘red light’ blinking.” But
he said Tuesday that the IAEA
set up “an assistance mission” at
Chernobyl at that time “that has
been very, very successful so
far.”

The TAEA needs to go to Zapo-
rizhzhya to ascertain the facts of
whatis actually happening there,
to carry out repairs and inspec-
tions, and “to prevent a nuclear
accident from happening,” Gros-
si said.

Deadly California wildfire
wipes out scenic river town

Associated Press

KLAMATH RIVER, Calif. —
Roger Derry, 80, and his son
have lived together in the tiny
scenic hamlet of Klamath River
in Northern California for more
than 40 years.

They know most of the town’s
200 or so residents.

Now, they’re one of the few
families left after California’s
largest and deadliest wildfire of
the year raged through the mod-
est homes and stores of the ri-
verside town.

“It’s very sad. It’s very dis-
heartening,” Derry said. “Some
of our oldest homes, 100-year-
old homes, are gone. It’s a small
community. Good people, good
folks, for the most part, live here
and in time will rebuild. But it’s
going to take some time now.”

The McKinney Fire that
erupted last Friday remained
out of control, despite some pro-
gress as firefighters took advan-
tage of thunderstorms that
dumped rain that temporarily

took a bit of heat out of the
parched, scorchedregionnotfar
from the Oregon border.

The area saw another thun-
derstorm Tuesday that dumped
heavy rain and swelled rivers.

The fire has burned more than
88 square miles, and is the lar-
gestof several wildfires burning
in the Klamath National Forest.

The fire didn’t grow on Tues-
day, and fire officials said crews
were able to use bulldozers to
carve firebreaks along aridge to
protect homes and buildings in
the county seat of Yreka.

But several thousand people
remained under evacuation or-
ders, 100 buildings ranging from
homes to greenhouses have
burned and at least four bodies
have been found in the region.

Scientists have said climate
change has made the West
warmer and drier over the last
three decades and will continue
to make weather more extreme
and wildfires more frequent and
destructive.

Steam bath weather adding to
misery after Appalachia floods

Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Tem-
peratures were expected to soar
on Wednesday in a region of
eastern Kentucky where people
are shoveling out from the
wreckage of massive flooding,
many in places without electric-
ity.

The rising heat and humidity
meant heat index values near
100 by midday, a steam bath
that will continue through
Thursday evening, the National
Weather Service said.

This week’s weather added to
the hardships in Knott County,
where Kirsten Gomez’s hus-
band and cousin were gutting
their doublewide trailer of dry-
wall, flooring and cabinets ruin-
ed by floodwaters from nearby
Troublesome Creek.

“It is so miserable. The hu-
midity is so high, it takes your
breath,” Gomez said Tuesday.
“Your clothes stick to you. Your
hair sticks to you. This mud is
caked on you. ... But I’'m just
blessed that we don’t have rain

anymore.”

Cooling centers were opened
after forecasters warned of the
risk of heat-related illnesses in
an advisory issued for the flood-
ravaged area.

The death toll stood at 37, and
while more than 1,300 people
have been rescued, crews were
still trying to reach some people
who remain cut off by floods or
mudslides. About 5,000 custom-
ers still lacked electricity in
eastern Kentucky as of Wednes-
day morning, according to Po-
weroutages.com. Emergency
shelters housed hundreds of
residents who had homes de-
stroyed or damaged.

The historic flooding also hit
areas just across the state line in
Virginia and West Virginia,
where some people also re-
mained without power.

President Joe Biden declared
afederal disaster to direct relief
money to counties flooded after
8to10Y2inches of rain fell in just
48 hours last week in the Appa-
lachian mountain region.
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Military munitions debris
closes section of beach

M ASSATEAGUE —

The National Park
Service closed a section of
beach at the Assateague Island
National Seashore after mili-
tary munitions debris washed
ashore.

The park service announced
that the partial closure was in
effect for the North Beach
swimming area in Maryland.

The closure comes after the
discovery of at least seven piec-
es of military munitions debris
on the beach over the last two
weeks, the park service said in a
news release. Most are just met-
al fragments, but since some
may still contain residue of ex-
plosives or propellant, they
must be considered dangerous.

The U.S. Navy used this area
of the island as a test range for
rockets and bombs in the 1940s
and the debris was buried in pits
in the 1950s, officials said.

Lost dog reappears
after 29 days in woods

M MINNEAPOLIS —

A dog that spent
nearly a month lost in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
has been reunited with its own-
ers.

The Minneapolis Star Tri-
bune reported that Luigi, a
black Labrador retriever mix,
disappeared while his owners,
Zane Brunette and Max McKer-
nan, were navigating a portage
between lakes Kawasachong
and Polly.

Brunette and McKernan
posted photos of Luigi all over
the region to no avail. Finally, a
woman named Marit Warren
encountered Luigi outside the

cabin she was staying in at Loon
Lake Lodge, at least 30 miles
from the spot where the dog dis-
appeared. She reported the lost
dog to the Warren County Sher-
iff’s Office. A dispatcher there
recalled a poster of Luigi, which
led Warren to call Brunette.

Woman dies after
falling through skylight

M COLUMBIA

FALLS — A 20-
year-old woman died after fall-
ing through a skylight and onto
the floor of a high school gymna-
sium, police in Columbia Falls
said.

The woman and two others
were on the roof of the gym at
Columbia Falls High School
when the woman fell about 40
feet to the floor, police said.

Officers administered first
aid, but the woman died of her
injuries, police said in a social
media post. Officers did not
know why the trio was on the
gym roof.

Cops: Dealer possessed
42 Ibs. of cocaine

c GRAND TERRACE
— Southern Califor-
nia sheriff’s deputies investigat-
ing a suspected small-time drug
dealer made an arrest and un-
covered nearly 42 pounds of co-
caine, authorities said.
Deputies responding to re-
ports of “hand-to-hand narcotic
sales” in the city of Grand Ter-
race detained a man found to
have active warrants who was
in possession of illegal drug par-
aphernalia, the San Bernardino
County Sheriff’s Department
said in a statement.
During a search of the sus-
pect’s car, deputies found a

large quantity of suspected fen-
tanyl pills, ammunition and a
“Slim Jim” tool, commonly used
in the commission of vehicle
burglaries, the statement said.
Deputies also found a key to
another vehicle parked nearby,
which contained “approximate-
ly 19 brick-shaped packages
containing a white powdery
substance suspected to be co-
caine, and multiple scales indic-
ative to the sales of narcotics,”
the statement said. The cocaine
has an estimated street value of
$700,000, officials said.

Police: Suspect in fire
at high school arrested

TUCSON — A sus-

pect was arrested in
connection with a July 17 fire at
a Tucson high school that
caused millions of dollars in
damage, police said.

Forrest Harris, 26, is being
held on $25,000 bond on suspi-
cion of arson, third-degree bur-
glary and criminal damage, po-
lice said.

Officials at Salpointe Catholic
High said the fire destroyed the
a wing at the 72-year-old school
and caused smoke, water and
electrical damage to several
other campus buildings.

Authorities said Harris has no
known affiliation to Salpointe
and a possible motive for the
suspected arson is unclear.

Bridge designed to
avoid flooded road
RODANTHE — The

N N.C. Department of
Transportation officially
opened another bridge on the
Outer Banks that will allow resi-
dents and tourists to avoid a
constantly washed-out route

which is the sole link between
the barrier islands and the
mainland.

Officials delayed the opening
of the Rodanthe “Jug Handle”
Bridge because pavement
markings that had been in-
stalled did not meet department
specifications for quality or re-
flectivity.

The new 2.4-mile bridge ex-
tends over Pamlico Sound be-
tween the southern end of the
Pea Island National Wildlife
Refuge and the village of Ro-
danthe, bypassing a section of
N.C.12 thatis extremely vulner-
able to ocean overwash.

Music camp founder
receives top honor

N BISMARCK — In-

ternational Music
Camp founder Merton Utgaard
will receive North Dakota’s
highest honor, Gov. Doug Bur-
gum announced.

Utgaard, who died in 1998 at
age 84, is the 47th recipient of
the Theodore Roosevelt Rough
Rider Award. A ceremony will
be scheduled later.

Utgaard, a native of Mad-
dock, founded the music camp
in 1956 at the International
Peace Garden that sits astride
the North Dakota and Canadian
border, north of Dunseith. At
the time of his death, more than
90,000 students from more than
60 countries had attended the
summer camp.

Others who have received the
honor include bandleader Law-
rence Welk, New York Yankees
slugger Roger Maris, NBA
player and coach Phil Jackson,
western author Louis L’Amour,
singer and actress Peggy Lee,
and newsman Eric Sevareid.

— From wire reports
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Padres land Soto at trade deadline

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — The San Die-
go Padres left no doubt about
their desired destination when
they added superstar Juan Soto
to a lineup anchored by All-Star
Manny Machado and about to
welcome back flashy Fernando
Tatis Jr.

Deep into October. Maybe
even November.

General manager A.J. Prell-
er, already known for an innate
ability to pull off trades, navi-
gated his way through perhaps
one of baseball’s biggest deals
ever at the trade deadline when
he acquired Soto, the superstar
outfielder from the Washington
Nationals who is one of the
game’s best young hitters, and
switch-hitting first baseman
Josh Bell.

The haul going back to Wash-
ington was significant: rookie
left-hander MacKenzie Gore,

first baseman/DH Luke Voit
and prospects James Wood, C.J.
Abrams, Robert Hassell III and
Jarlin Susana.

The Padres feel it was more
than worth it.

“We feel like we're going to
put up ashow and it’s going to be
really fun to watch,” said Tatis,
the star shortstop who is close to
returning from a fractured left
wrist. “It’s really hype to be over
here.”

Could that hype extend to a
World Series run?

“Ooooh,” said Tatis, who has
known Soto since they were
teenagers in the Dominican Re-
public. “We have the talent. We
definitely have the talent, and
we have the team to do it. Now
it’s up to us to put the work out
there and make it happen.”

That’s why Preller, owner Pe-
ter Seidler and team president
Erik Greupner were willing to

part with prospects and push
their team into a higher luxury
tax threshold to get the genera-
tional superstar. Soto remains
under team control for two
more seasons after this one,
which made it no sure thing the
Nationals would trade him now.

The Padres getting him for
potentially three playoff runs
even absent a new deal made
this the peak of Soto’s value.

“Ultimately, we’re looking at
it as three years, three pennant
races with one of the best hit-
ters, maybe the best hitter in the
game,” Preller said. “That’s a
long time. ... We’ll have time to
figure out down the road the
long-term commitment. Peter,
Erik, have wanted to do that
with elite players, elite people.
He’s one of those.

“You’re talking about a 23-
year-old player who won a
World Series, won a batting ti-

tle, is a perennial MVP candi-
date, at that age. I think we were
on the same page what it meant
for our franchise.”

Machado called Soto and Bell
“impact players who are going
to come in here and help out this
team tremendously. Top of the
game right now.”

Asked what made Soto spe-
cial, Machado paused and said,
“I don’t even know how to an-
swer that question. I mean, he’s
Juan Soto. He does what he does
every single day, every single
year and he showed it in the
postseason, showed it in All-
Star Games, the Home Run
Derby. Just the way he posted
up every single day.”

The Padres entered the day
12 games behind the Los An-
geles Dodgers in the NL West
and two games ahead of Phila-
delphia for the second of three
wild-card spots.

Scully, Dodgers broadcaster for 67 years, dies at 94

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Hall of
Fame broadcaster Vin Scully,
whose dulcet tones provided
the soundtrack of summer
while entertaining and inform-
ing Dodgers fans in Brooklyn
and Los Angeles for 67 years,
died Tuesday night. He was 94.

Scully died at his home in
the Hidden Hills neighborhood
of Los Angeles, according to
the team after being informed
by family members. No cause
of death was provided.

“He was the best there ever
was,” pitcher Clayton Kershaw
said after the Dodgers’ game in
San Francisco. “Just such a
special man. I'm grateful and
thankful I got to know him as
well as I did.”

As the longest-tenured
broadcaster with a single team
in pro sports history, Scully
saw it all and called it all. He
began in the 1950s era of Pee
Wee Reese and Jackie Robin-

son, on to the 1960s with Don
Drysdale and Sandy Koufax,
into the 1970s with Steve Gar-
vey and Don Sutton, and
through the 1980s with Orel
Hershiser and Fernando Va-
lenzuela. In the 1990s, it was
Mike Piazza and Hideo Nomo,
followed by Kershaw, Manny
Ramirez and Yasiel Puig in the
21st century.

“You gave me my Wild
Horse name. You gave me
love. You hugged me like a fa-
ther,” tweeted Puig, the talent-
ed Cuban-born outfielder who
burned brightly upon his
Dodgers debut in 2013. “I will
never forget you, my heart is
broken.”

The  Dodgers changed
players, managers, executives,
owners — and even coasts —
but Scully and his soothing, in-
sightful style remained a con-
stant for the fans.

He opened broadcasts with
the familiar greeting, “Hi, ev-

erybody, and a very pleasant
good evening to you wherever
you may be.”

After the Dodgers’ 9-S win,
the Giants posted a Scully trib-
ute on the videoboard.

Although he was paid by the
Dodgers, Scully was unafraid
to criticize a bad play or a man-
ager’s decision, or praise an
opponent while spinning sto-
ries against a backdrop of rou-
tine plays and noteworthy
achievements. He always said
he wanted to see things with
his eyes, not his heart.

“We have lost an icon,” team
president and CEO Stan Kas-
ten said. “His voice will always
be heard and etched in all of
our minds forever.”

Vincent Edward Scully was
born Nov. 29, 1927, in the
Bronx. He was the son of a silk
salesman who died of pneumo-
nia when Scully was 7. His
mother moved the family to
Brooklyn, where the red-

haired, blue-eyed Scully grew
up playing stickball in the
streets.

Scully, who played outfield
for two years on the Fordham
University baseball team, be-
gan his career by working ba-
seball, football and basketball
games for the university’s ra-
dio station.

At age 22, he was hired by a
CBS radio affiliate in Washing-
ton, D.C.

He soon joined Hall of Fam-
er Red Barber and Connie
Desmond in the Brooklyn
Dodgers’ radio and television
booths. In 1953, at age 25, Scul-
ly became the youngest person
to broadcast a World Series
game, a mark that still stands.

He moved west with the
Dodgers in 1958. Scully called
three perfect games — Don
Larsen in the 1956 World Se-
ries, Sandy Koufax in 1965 and
Dennis Martinez in 1991 — and
18 no-hitters.
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Betts powers Dodgers past Giants

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — In a game played as
Vin Scully’s death was announced by the
Dodgers, Los Angeles beat the San Francis-
co Giants 9-5 on Tuesday night behind Moo-
kie Betts’ home run and three RBIs.

San Francisco played a tribute on its video
board after the final out at Oracle Park, the
stadium where, in October 2016, Scully
broadcast the final game of his 67 seasons
with the Dodgers. He died Tuesday at age
94.

“It was first-class by the Giants,” Los An-
geles manager Dave Roberts said. “After a
big win, you feel good about it, but then you
get presented with that. Soit’s sort of an emo-
tional roller coaster and it was kind of a little
subdued.”

The Dodgers won their sixth straight
game over San Francisco and improved the
major leagues’ best record to 70-33.

Padres 13-3, Rockies 5-2: Trent Grish-
am hit a game-ending home run in the ninth
inning, Josh Hader got the win in his San
Diego debut and his new team completed a
doubleheader sweep of Colorado hours after
obtaining superstar Juan Soto in a blockbus-
ter trade.

It was the second homer of the day for
Grisham, who also went deep in the opener
as the Padres won behind Jurickson Profar’s
career-high five hits.

Profar added two more singles in the
nightcap, and Hader (2-4) pitched a score-
less ninth one day after the All-Star closer
was acquired in a trade with Milwaukee.

Nationals 5, Mets 1: Jacob deGrom daz-
zled in his first major league start in more
than a year, allowing one run on three hits
and striking out six in five innings before a
bullpen meltdown cost New York a loss at
Washington.

Sidelined for the second half of last season
by an elbow injury and shut down late in
spring training because of a stress reaction
in his right scapula, deGrom delivered a 99
mph fastball on his first meaningful pitch
since July 7, 2021. He threw 46 of S9 for
strikes before coming out of the game.

Mariners 8, Yankees 6: Pinch-hitter Sam
Haggerty opened the seventh inning with a
go-ahead homer, Andrés Munoz escaped a
bases-loaded jam in the ninth and Seattle
hung on for a victory at New York after blow-
ing a four-run lead.

The switch-hitting Haggerty batted for
left-handed hitting Jarred Kelenic against
left-hander Lucas Luetge (3-4) and broke a
6-6 tie by lifting a 1-0 cutter into the left-field
seats.

Cardinals 6, Cubs 0: Adam Wainwright
(8-8) pitched seven spotless innings with
longtime catcher Yadier Molina back be-
hind the plate, and host St. Louis beat Chica-
go.
Paul Goldschmidt homered and drove in
three runs to lead the Cardinals’ offense. Dy-
lan Carlson hit a two-run shot and made a
nice catch in center field. Nolan Arenado al-
so went deep..

Red Sox 2, Astros 1: Rafael Devers ho-
mered with two RBISs in his return from the
injured list to lead Boston to a win at Hous-
ton, hours after it acquired veteran first ba-
seman Eric Hosmer in a trade with San Die-
go.
Devers didn’t show any signs of rust in his
return after sitting out since July 23 with in-
flammation in his right hamstring. He hit an
RBI double in the fourth inning before hit-
ting a tiebreaking solo homer with two outs
in the sixth inning to help the Red Sox to
their third straight victory.

Angels 3, Athletics 1: David Fletcher hita

lead-off homer, José Suarez (3-4) didn’t al-
low an earned run in his second consecutive
start and host Los Angeles defeated Oak-
land.

Elvis Andrus had three hits and Sean
Murphy reached base three times along
with driving in a run for the Athletics, who
have dropped three straight following a
four-game winning streak.

Blue Jays 3, Rays 1: Kevin Gausman (8-8)
allowed one hit and struck out 10 over eight
innings and Toronto opened a nine-game
trip with a win at Tampa Bay.

Braves 13, Phillies 1: Spencer Strider
(6-3) struck out a career-high 13 in six-plus
innings, Eddie Rosario tied a career high
with five RBIs and host Atlanta beat Phila-
delphia for its fourth straight win.

Tigers 5, Twins 3: Riley Greene had two
hits and two RBIs as visiting Detroit
snapped a three-game skid and spoiled Min-
nesota’s big trade deadline day.

White Sox 9, Royals 2: Eloy Jiménez had
three hits and four RBIs, José Abreu ho-
mered and host Chicago pounded Kansas
City.

Pirates 5, Brewers 3: Rookie Oneil Cruz
hit a three-run homer to spark a five-run
sixth inning as host Pittsburgh rallied past
NL Central-leading Milwaukee, snapping a
seven-game skid.

Reds 2, Marlins 1: Graham Ashcraft (5-2)
allowed one unearned run in a career high
8Y% innings and Cincinnati won at Miami to
extend its winning streak to four games.

Orioles 8, Rangers 2: Jorge Mateo ho-
mered twice and drove in five runs to help
Baltimore win at Texas.

Diamondbacks 6, Guardians 3: Christian
Walker hit a three-run homer, Alek Thomas
had a two-run double and Arizona won at
Cleveland to stop a four-game losing streak.

MLB trade deadline day was an action-packed affair

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Juan Soto is
joining Manny Machado and
Fernando Tatis Jr. in San Die-
go. Jorge Lopez, Michael Ful-
mer and Tyler Mahle are going
to Minnesota. Noah Synder-
gaard, David Robertson and
Brandon Marsh are heading to
Philadelphia, and Joey Gallo is
looking for a fresh start with
the Los Angeles Dodgers.

Baseball’s trade deadline
day was an action-packed af-
fair — 27 trades in all — and no
one had more fun than the Pa-
dres.

San Diego made the biggest
splash, acquiring Soto in a mas-
sive deal with the Washington
Nationals. The sweet-swinging
Soto, still just 23 years old,
joins Machado in the middle of
the Padres’ order, and Tatis is

on his way back after being si-
delined by a broken left wrist.

“It’s pretty impressive to
have those three types of guys
on one team in the same li-
neup,” said Wil Myers, the Pa-
dres’ longest-tenured player.
“Excited to see that trio, hope-
fully in the next week or two.”

The Cardinals and Yankees
swapped big leaguers, with
Gold Glove-winning center

fielder Harrison Bader going
to New York in exchange for
left-handed starter Jordan
Montgomery. The Atlanta
Braves geared up for their title
defense by sending former
closer Will Smith to the Hous-
ton Astros for right-hander
Jake Odorizzi, and then acquir-
ing reliever Raisel Iglesias in a
deal with the Los Angeles An-
gels.
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Early Pats titles lead to Hall for Seymour

Associated Press

Richard Seymour was win-
ning Super Bowls with the New
England Patriots before, as he
put it, Tom Brady was Tom
Brady.

The defensive lineman’s
early success — three cham-
pionships in his first four sea-
sons — is as good a starting
point as any for how Seymour
ended up in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame.

“We’d have a saying with the
Patriots that stats can be for
losers,” Seymour said. “I was
asked to do selfless things.”

Seymour had S7% career
sacks in 12 seasons, the first
eight in New England before
finishing his career with the
Oakland Raiders.

His three All-Pro seasons
were two more than each of the
other two Hall of Famers cate-
gorized as defensive ends and
tackles — Chicago’s Dan
Hampton and San Francisco’s
Bryant Young.

The Patriots did, indeed, win
with defense when Seymour
was a rookie in 2001, the year
Brady became the starter. New

England turned into a top 10
defense that year, then held the
“Greatest Show on Turf” with-
out a touchdown into the fourth
quarter of the Super Bowl be-
fore beating the St. Louis Rams
20-17 on Adam Vinatieri’s final-
play field goal.

The Patriots missed the
playoffs in 2002 before winning
the next two Super Bowls, over
Carolina and Philadelphia. Dal-
las is the only other franchise to
win three Super Bowls in four
seasons (1992-95).

Seymour, who is set for en-
shrinement in Canton, Ohio, on
Saturday, is the second player
off those New England defens-
es to get into the Hall of Fame
after cornerback Ty Law.

Those three titles were it for
Seymour, Law and the rest of
that batch of Patriots defen-
ders, while the 44-year-old
Brady is at seven and possibly
counting, the most recent with
Tampa Bay. But Seymour and
company get credit for their
part of the foundation.

“Those first three Super
Bowls, they were all defensive-
led teams,” Seymour said. “I

think for us, the shift really
started to happen right after
that. And that’s when Brady re-
ally became Brady. And then it
really just took off. Offense
sells, so I totally get it. But
those early teams were led by
the defense.”

The sixth overall pick out of
Georgia in 2001 after growing
up in South Carolina, Seymour
played inside and out for New
England before spending most
of his time at defensive tackle
with the Raiders.

Listed at more than 300
pounds in his playing days,
Seymour fit the mold of run
stopper more than pass rusher.
The only mold he cared about
was winning.

“I think my story is a story of
impact because it was selfless
and it was about the team and
being a competitor,” Seymour
said. “The bigger picture for
me is as long as the team val-
ued what I was bringing to the
table and they showed it in
terms of my contracts and that
sort of thing. I knew they val-
ued me, and they told me they
valued me.”

Tennessee coach Mike Vra-
bel, another anchor on those
defenses as a linebacker, saw
the value when he joined the
Patriots as a free agent the
same year Seymour was draft-
ed.

“I was in my fifth year, but I
really, boy, hadn’t done a whole
lot in the league. So we were
kind of starting in the NFL for
the first time,” Vrabel said. “I
just remember, just his size, his
length, his power. This was a
smart player that could recog-
nize things, would say, ‘Hey,
let’s do this.’ I said, ‘OK, yeah,
that’s a great idea.””

So smart that he could ignore
homework? Seymour thought
so when he was a rookie and
defensive coordinator Romeo
Crennel gave all the first-year
players something to study
overnight.

Seymour ignored similar as-
signments at Georgia, and fig-
ured he could do the same in
the pros. Until Crennel called
on him the next day.

“He ripped me a new one
that day in front of all of the
other rookies,” Seymour said.

Devils avoid arbitration,

Associated Press

NEWARK, N.J. — The New
Jersey Devils avoided arbitra-
tion with Jesper Bratt, signing
the up-and-coming Swedish
forward to a one-year, $5.45
million contract.

General manager Tom Fitz-
gerald announced the signing
Wednesday before the two
sides were scheduled to go to
arbitration. Bratt will be a re-
stricted free agent at the end of
the upcoming season and
again have arbitration rights.

The 23-year-old Bratt set ca-
reer highs last season in goals
(26), assists (47), shots (197),
power-play points (18), time on
ice (17:26) and points (73). His
goal total tied with Jack

Hughes for the team lead,
while his assist, shots, PP
points and points totals all
ranked first for New Jersey.

Bratt’s six game-winning
goals also led the club and
were a career-high.

In 307 career contests, Bratt
has 70 goals and 133 assists,
which are the most earned by
an NHL player who was select-
ed after the second round of
the 2016 NHL Draft. The sixth-
round pick became the first
Devil since Taylor Hall in
2017-18 to record 70 or more
points in a single season.

Carroll reunites with

Budenholzer on Bucks
MILWAUKEE — The Mil-

sign Bratt to 1-year deal

waukee Bucks have hired for-
mer NBA player DeMarre
Carroll and former Utah Jazz
assistant coach Vince Legarza
as assistant coaches.

Carroll will reunite with
Bucks head coach Mike Bu-
denholzer after playing for
him with the Atlanta Hawks
from 2013-15. Carroll played in
the NBA from 2009-20.

Saints safety Mathieu

rejoins team

METAIRIE, La. — New Or-
leans Saints safety Tyrann
Mathieu has reported for
training camp and is practic-
ing after initially being ex-
cused to attend to what the
team described as a personal

matter. Mathieu returned
Wednesday after he missed
the first six practices of camp.

The offseason addition of
Mathieu to the Saints’ second-
ary was met with much fanfare
in New Orleans. He grew up in
the city and played in high
school there before starring in
college at LSU. The 30-year-
old, nine-year NFL veteran
agreed to a three-year, $33
million free-agent contract
with the Saints in early May.

In other NFL news:

B Saints second-year re-
ceiver Kawaan Baker is facing
a six-game suspension for vio-
lating the NFL’s performance-
enhancing drug policy, the
league announced on Tuesday.
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