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USS Ford makes history on deployment

By ALisoN BATH
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — The Navy’s
newest and largest aircraft carri-
er reached its 296th day of de-
ployment Wednesday, setting a
post-Vietnam War record.

That nearly 10-month mark for
USS Gerald R. Ford passes a pre-
vious record set by USS Abra-
ham Lincoln, which finished a
295-day deployment in January
2020. The Navy said then that
Lincoln’s was the longest carrier
deployment in the post-Cold War
era.

The transfer of thattitle to Ford
is the latest development in a
whipsaw deployment that has
seen the ship and its more than
4,500 embarked personnel on
station in the Mediterranean, Ca-
ribbean and Red seas.

It also included a shipboard
fire that injured three sailors and
displaced hundreds more. The
blaze was unrelated to combat,
Navy officials have said.

In a statement Wednesday,
Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of

Virginia said he was grateful for
how Ford sailors had conducted
themselves during their deploy-
ment. He added that he under-
stood the sacrifices they have
made over the last 10 months
amid a twice-extended deploy-
ment.

“They should be home with
their loved ones,” said Kaine, a
member of the Senate Armed
Services subcommittee on Sea-
power.

Ford’s new record may be be-
sted yet. The carrierlikely will go
into a “record-breaking” 11th
month of deployment, Adm. Da-
ryl Caudle said recently.

If that happens, the ship could
eclipse some of the longest carri-
er deployments since 1964, in-
cluding that of USS Midway,
which was deployed for 332 days
in 1972-73, according to USNI
News data.

USS Nimitz completed a near-
ly 11-month deployment in 2021
that included a pre-deployment
quarantine due to COVID-19. In
all, Nimitz saw some 263 days un-

derway for national tasking, ac-
cording to USNI.

On Wednesday, Ford re-
mained in the U.S. Naval Forces
Europe-Africa/U.S. 6th Fleet ar-
ea of operations, a defense offi-
cial said on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not autho-
rized to speak publicly.

The NAVEUR-AF/6th Fleet
operating area includes the East-
ern Mediterranean, where the
carrier was spotted Monday on
satellite images along with three
destroyers and two supply ves-
sels, according to a ship watcher.

Ford left its homeport in Nor-
folk, Va., on June 24 for a routine
deployment to Europe.

In October, it was ordered
from the Mediterranean to the
Caribbean and was in the region
for the capture and arrest of for-
mer Venezuelan leader Nicolas
Maduro in January.

The carrier was presumably
nearing the end of an eight-
month deployment when it was
ordered to the Middle East in
February amid rising tensions

with Iran.

In early March, Ford entered
the Red Sea, continuing its role in
Operation Epic Fury, the joint
U.S.-Israel campaign against
Iran.

Aboutaweeklater wasthe fire,
which started in the ship’s main
laundry areas and displaced
some 600 personnel. The injuries
to the three sailors were not life-
threatening.

Ford then returned to Naval
Support Activity Souda Bay on
the Greek island of Crete on
March 23 for an assessment and
repairs, including rehabilitation
of seven berthing compartments.

The Navy has offered few de-
tails about the fire, saying earlier
this month that it remained un-
der investigation.

After a port visit to Split, Croa-
tia, for scheduled maintenance
and crew rest, the carrier re-
sumed operations April 3.

The Ford Carrier Strike Group
includes Carrier Air Wing 8 and
the destroyers USS Winston S.
Churchill and USS Mahan.

US naval blockade tightens pressure on Tehran

By CHAD GARLAND
Stars and Stripes

A U.S.naval blockade aimed at
strangling Iran’s economy is
ramping up pressure as the war
entersits seventh week, with Teh-
ran warning of possible retalia-
tion.

During its first 48 hours, no
ships have skirted the blockade
and nine vessels have complied
with direction from U.S. forces to
turn around and return toward an
Iranian port or coastal area, U.S.
Central Command said Wednes-
day.

The U.S. military has been en-
forcing the blockade of Iranian
ports and coastal areas since

Monday evening local time. The
effort consists of more than a doz-
en warships, over 100 aircraft,
and aforceofsailors, Marines and
airmen numbering over 10,000,
the command says.

U.S. forces have “completely
halted economic trade going into
and out of Iran by sea,” said
CENTCOM commander Adm.
Brad Cooperin a statement Tues-
day.

Though Iran hasresponded an-
grily to the blockade, it has not re-
sulted in a return to fighting,
which began in late February
when the U.S. and Israel
launched a series of strikes that
killed many of Iran’s top leaders.

However, Iran warned
Wednesday that it is prepared to
treat the blockade as a violation of
the ceasefire reached early last
weeKk, raising the prospect of re-
newed conflict.

Ali Abdollahi, commander of
Iran’s Khatam al-Anbia Central
Headquarters, also vowed the
country’s military will “not allow
any exports or imports” in the
Persian Gulf region, the Sea of
Oman or the Red Sea, state media
reported.

Iran’s economy is heavily re-
liant on seaborne trade.

The combined loss of imports
and disruption of exports could
costIranabout $13 billion amonth

in economic damage, or about
$435 million daily, estimated
Miad Maleki, an Air Force veter-
an and sanctions expert. He pre-
viously served as a senior official
in the Treasury Department and
isnow a senior fellow at the Foun-
dation for Defense of Democra-
cies. Oil and gas account for about
80% of Tehran’s export earnings
and nearly one-quarter of Iran’s
gross domestic product, Maleki
addedon X.

Washington hopes that the eco-
nomic pressure will make Tehran
more willing to accept U.S. terms
for ending the war, which would
include halting Iran’s uranium
enrichment efforts.



PaGE 2

e STRIPES LITE °

Wednesday, April 15, 2026

Army officer pleads guilty to smuggling

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

An Army lieutenant colonel
who last served as deputy com-
mander of an ordnance disposal
group pleaded guilty Monday to
smuggling firearms parts into
the United States from Russia
and selling them without a fed-
eral license to do so.

Frank Ross Talbert, 41, was
assigned to the 52nd Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Group at
Fort Campbell, Ky., when he
was arrested and federally
charged in May 2024. He is still
in the Army, according to offi-
cials at Fort Campbell.

He pleaded guilty before
Judge Eli J. Richardson in the
Middle District of Tennessee to
21 counts of weapon-related
charges. They include violating

the Arms Export Control Act,
smuggling goods into the U.S,,
trafficking firearms, owning an
unregistered machine gun,
transporting illegal weapons
and dealing firearms without a
license.

Talbert also agreed to forfeit
weapons and parts, including
Russian- and Bulgarian-made
AK-47-type firearms, accord-
ing to the 17-page plea agree-
ment.

A sentencing hearing is
scheduled for Aug. 10. He could
face up to 20 years in prison and
a fine of up to $1 million.

An attorney for Talbert de-
clined to comment on Monday.

US. Customs and Border
Protection records show that
Talbert received more than 350
foreign shipments of suspected

firearms and parts dating back
to July 2019, according to court
documents. At that time, he was
stationed at Fort Hamilton,
N.Y., in Brooklyn, and was as-
signed to the United Nations as
an improvised explosive device
threat mitigation adviser.

He was reassigned to Fort
Campbell in July 2022 and
moved to Clarksville, Tenn.,
where shipments continued, ac-
cording to court documents.
Talbert used variations of his
name and his wife’s name with
their address for the shipments.

Sixteen shipments — all con-
taining firearms parts or muni-
tion-related items — were inter-
cepted and seized by Customs
and Border Protection, which
involved the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives. Investigators also collect-
ed evidence of Talbert’s “signif-
icant presence” in online fo-
rums where members can sell,
purchase and discuss firearms.

Talbert has been in the Army
since 2006 and has served over-
seas in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait
and France. His previous
awards include two Bronze Star
Medals, the Defense Merito-
rious Service Medal, three Mer-
itorious Service Medals, the
Joint Service Commendation
Medal and two Army Commen-
dation Medals. He also earned
the Combat Action Badge, two
Combat and Special Skill Mas-
ter Explosive Ordnance Dispos-
al Badges, the Parachutist
Badge and the Air Assault
Badge.

US strike on alleged
drug boat kills 4, 174

killed in operation

Stars and Stripes

The U.S. military carried out
a strike Tuesday on an alleged
drug trafficking boat in the east-
ern Pacific Ocean, leaving four
dead, according to a statement
from U.S. Southern Command.

That strike brings the death
toll from Operation Southern
Spear to at least 174.

The campaign against drug
trafficking in Latin America
continues amid the U.S. mili-
tary’s focus on the Middle East
and the conflict with Iran.

“Four male narco-terrorists
were killed during this action,”
the statement said. “No U.S.
military forces were harmed.”

SOUTHCOM released an un-
classified 16-second video on X
showing the strike.

The strikes followed another
on Monday that left two dead
and strikes on Saturday against
two boats in the Eastern Pacific.

Shortly after taking office,
President Donald Trump desig-
nated several drug cartels as
terrorist organizations, includ-
ing Venezuela’s Tren de Ara-
gua. His administration has as-
serted that the U.S. is in an
“armed conflict” with cartels
and will treat their members as
“unlawful combatants.”

The administration, however,
has offered little evidence to
support its claims of Kkilling
“narcoterrorists.”

The strikes have faced criti-
cism from various foreign lead-
ers from across the region, as
well as members of Congress.

Single Marine dad inspires
counselor’s book for kids

By JaNiQua RoBinsoN
Stars and Stripes

A mental health counselor for
military families was so inspired
by a single Marine’s love and
care for his three children that
she wrote a book about it.

“My Dad Is aMarine: Home Is
Where My Hero Lives,” self-
published by author Sacra Mag-
dalia Durandisse in December,
is based on the real-life experi-
ences of Chief Warrant Officer 4
Juan Arce and his daughters So-
ledad, Camila and Alyssa.

“It’s not the first time that you
hear about a single parent, but
his situation to me was a bit
unique,” Durandisse said. “They
get to see the Marine, but they
don’t get to see the sensitive side
in how he loves his children, his
daughters, and that resonated
with me.”

The book is written for ages 3
to 11 and depicts everyday mo-

ments, such as school drop-offs
and family trips, while also ad-
dressing the emotional strain de-
ployments can place on children.

“I'm proud of really what the
book is about, what it stands for,”
said Durandisse, who plans to
use proceeds from the first
50,000 copies to create a scholar-
ship fund for single-parent mil-
itary families.

Arce, a quality assurance offi-
cer with Marine Aviation Logis-
tics Squadron 14 at Marine
Corps Air Station Cherry Point,
N.C,, is scheduled to retire next
year.

“I'm grateful for the recogni-
tion, but this isn’t just my story,”
he said Monday. “It represents
the experience of single parents
in uniform who are raising their
children while serving. If it res-
onates with even one person
navigating that path, then it’s
worth it.”

Stars and Stripes digest is produced by the news desk at our central office in Washington, D.C. The internet address is: http://slite.dma.mil. You may contact us by calling
(202) 886-0003 or by sending an email to SSCcopydesk@stripes.osd.mil. Visit Stars and Stripes online at stripes.com.
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Scandal sparks fears of deeper rot on Hill

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Eric Swalwell’s down-
fall has raised the possibility of a broader
reckoning on Capitol Hill as congressional
staffers, reporters and opposition research-
ers race to verify long-standing rumors of a
sordid underground culture among the city’s
most powerful.

Former lawmakers across the political
spectrum have warned for years of a hushed
congressional bacchanal marked by inappro-
priate revelry and sexual misconduct. But a
sense of growing momentum gripped Con-
gress on Tuesday, as Democrats grappled
with Swalwell’s resignation and Republicans
called for other lawmakers to face scrutiny.

The 72-hour collapse of Swalwell’s political
career has shifted attention not only to his
closest associates in Congress but also to a
larger set of sitting lawmakers from both par-
ties suspected of lurid sexual activity. Several
members have claimed that Swalwell’s al-
leged behavior was an open secret amid a ca-
cophony of rumors on social media of other
potential offenders.

“I think that many people knew about this
for a while,” Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, a Flor-
ida Republican, said in an interview with the
Los Angeles Times.

Luna, who planned tolead the charge to ex-
pel Swalwell before he resigned, alleged that
young staffers would talk among one another
about Swalwell’s conduct. Lawmakers
should have done more to approach him
about the rumors, she said.

Multiple current and former female staff-
ers who spoke with The Times described a
broader culture of warning one another about

lawmakers with reputations for inappro-
priate conduct.

But the warnings, passed privately among
junior aides, have focused on “sleazy” activ-
ity and boundary-crossing behavior, said one
former legislative aide, who asked to remain
anonymous. Whispers about sleazy behavior
generally do not meet the coverage threshold
for traditional newsrooms, which are bound
by strict ethical standards.

Another former aide said that quiet guid-
ance shared among female staffers focused
on behavior that is legal but nevertheless
viewed as unprofessional and unbecoming of
members of Congress — a line that has pre-
vented many from speaking out publicly.

Now, arace is on for leverage between two
political parties facing comparable strategic
risks — each with members facing growing
questions over their alleged conduct — and
for scoops among news outlets, seeking to
break the story first.

The Monday resignations of Swalwell and
Texas Republican Rep. Tony Gonzales, who
faced his own sex scandal, was also forcing
lawmakers to address the issue publicly. Sen.
Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz. — one of Swalwell’s
closest friends in Congress — answered
questions from reporters at length Tuesday,
telling them he should have confronted Swal-
well when he heard rumors about his behav-
ior.

“Youletyour guard down. Ilethiminto my
circle. ... I deeply regretit,” Gallego said.

Notably quiet was President Donald
Trump, who has faced sexual assault accusa-
tions of his own and frequently parried with
Swalwell throughout his presidency. Al-

though Trump posted an article reporting
Swalwell’s resignation on social media, he
has not commented on the matter in his own
words.

The unraveling scandal comes at a time
when lawmakers have come together across
party lines to push for transparency in the
case of Jeffrey Epstein, the late sex offender
and alleged sex trafficker whose network of
powerful associates included Democrats and
Republicans alike.

The White House did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.

Sex scandals are notanew phenomenon on
Capitol Hill, which has seen over a dozen
members embroiled in controversy over the
last decade, including Katie Hill of Califor-
nia, Cory Mills and Matt Gaetz of Florida and
Blake Farenthold of Texas, among others.

Butseveral prominent former members—
including former House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy — have warned of a more wide-
spread cultural problem.

“Every member in Congress knows not to
let any young staffer get around Swalwell or
Matt Gaetz. It’snot asecret there,” McCarthy
said Sunday on ABC’s “This Week.”

A longtime staffer who spoke on condition
of anonymity said Tuesday that allegations
against Swalwell have sparked conversations
about how to do more to help staffers report
sexual misconduct and about the need for
ethics investigations to move more quickly.

“Congress has a short-term memory, that
is the difficulty here,” the staffer said. “After
these guys leave their seats, there needs to be
aconcerted and consistent effort for reforms
to be established and be made permanent.”

Newsom calls
special election

The (San Jose, Calif.) Mercury News

California Gov. Gavin Newsom announced
Tuesday that he’s calling a special election to
finish the remaining months of former Rep.
Eric Swalwell’s term after he resigned ear-
lierinthe day amid sexual assaultallegations.

The election will be held on Aug. 18 — just
two months after the June primary where
nine candidates are looking to fill the 14th
Congressional District seat in a new term
starting nextyear. The top two vote-gettersin
June regardless of political party will move
on to the November runoff and replace the
victor of the special election come January
2027.

Speaker Johnson predicts House
will vote to expel Florida Democrat

South Florida Sun Sentinel

Speaker Mike Johnson said Tuesday he ex-
pects the House of Representatives to vote to
expel embattled Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-
McCormick.

Cherfilus-McCormick, D-Fla., faces an
April 21 hearing at which the full House Ethics
Committee will consider a sanctions recom-
mendation to the full House after its adjudica-
tory subcommittee found last month that she
had committed 25 ethics violations, including
breaking campaign finance laws.

“I do think certainly on Cherfilus-McCor-
mick, the Ethics Committee has gone through
all of its processes, and they’ve, they’ve found

some alarming facts,” Johnson, R-La., told
CNN during a media scrum at the Capitol. “I
think the facts are indisputable at this point
and so I believe it’ll be the consensus of this
body that she should be expelled. I mean that
certainly rises to the level that’s needed.”

The allegations center on Cherfilus-McCor-
mick’s receipt of millions of dollars from her
family’s health care business following Flor-
ida’s overpayment of roughly $5 million in di-
saster relief funds.

The congresswoman has consistently de-
nied any wrongdoing and has entered a not
guilty plea to federal criminal charges, some
of which overlap with the House ethics case.
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GOP adds trans issues to voter ID push

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump turbocharged a
Republican push for a voter ID
and election overhaul bill
known as the SAVE America
Act, sparking a high-profile de-
bate over the future of elec-
tions, proof of citizenship and
an end to many mail-in ballots.

At the same time, Trump
tacked on completely unrelated
legislation targeting transgen-
der Americans.

The provisions combined two
of Trump’s most frequent cam-
paign topics: the spectre of ille-
gal voting and hot-button social
issues involving LGBTQ Amer-
icans. And Trump made it clear
that control of Congress was a
major part of the strategy.

“Only sick, demented, or de-
ranged people in the House or
Senate could vote against THE
SAVE AMERICA ACT)
Trump posted on social media.
“If they do, each one of these
points, separately, will be used
against the user in his/her po-
litical campaign for office — A
guaranteed loss!”

The second Trump adminis-
tration has sought to roll back
societal changes in favor of
transgender Americans that
Trump and other conservatives
argued went too far.

Now that is helping to con-
sume Senate floor time and
prompting discussion over
whether it could hitch a ride on
a filibuster-proof budget recon-
ciliation bill to get around

Democratic opposition.

Trump has at times threat-
ened not to sign any other legis-
lation until Congress passes the
provisions.

The House earlier this year
passed a bill containing some of
the voting provisions. It was
Trump who sought to add
more, including the anti-trans-
gender provisions as well as a
ban on late-arriving ballots and
voting by mail.

Those provisions now live in
an amendment from Sen. Eric
Schmitt, R-Mo., as well as a se-
ries of amendments from other
Republicans.

“No more delays — let’s get it
done,” Schmitt said on social
media.

Casey Burgat, legislative af-

fairs program director at
George Washington Universi-
ty’s Graduate School of Politi-
cal Management, said Republi-
cans see adding the seemingly
unrelated amendments target-
ing transgender Americans to
the bill as a “win-win” for
them.

“If it passes, great. They get
everything they want. But if it
doesn’t, then they get to pick
and choose the ads they get to
run against Democrats in vul-
nerable spots,” Burgat said.

Democrats have called the
bill a distraction from cost-of-
living issues Americans face.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-
Conn., said the base election
provisions are unconstitutional
and unlikely to pass.

DOdJ seeks dismissal of
ex-Proud Boy’s conviction

The Philadelphia Inquirer

The Justice Department said
Tuesday it was seeking to va-
cate the conviction of Zach
Rehl, the former leader of the
Philadelphia Proud Boys who
was found guilty of seditious
conspiracy for his role in help-
ing incite the attack on the U.S.
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 — the lat-
est development in President
Donald Trump’s efforts to effec-
tively erase any criminal conse-
quences from that ill-fated at-
tempt to keep him in power.

In a motion filed in the Wash-
ington, D.C., Circuit Court of
Appeals — the jurisdiction
where Rehl was tried and con-
victed — prosecutors said it was
“not in the interests of justice to
continue to prosecute this case,”
and asked that Rehl’s conviction
be vacated so they could dismiss
all charges and end the pro-
ceedings.

Prosecutors made the same
request for some other Proud
Boys and Oath Keepers who did
not receive pardons, including
Rehl’s codefendants, Ethan

Nordean, Joseph Biggs, and Do-
minic Pezzola, who had been
convicted and ordered to serve
atleast 10 years in prison before
Trump issued the commuta-
tions.

Trump had already helped
free Rehl from a 15-year prison
sentence last year, commuting
his sentence as well as those of
13 other accused ringleaders
who helped foment the chaos at
the Capitol five years ago.

Still, the commutation kept
Rehl’s conviction intact, and did
not measure up to the broader
form of relief Trump granted to
1,500 others who were also
charged in connection with the
attack. For those defendants,
Trump issued blanket pardons
as one of his first official acts
back in the White House after
being reelected in 2024.

Tuesday’s request, if ap-
proved by the courts, could of-
fer an even more comprehen-
sive form of relief, because un-
like a pardon, it would allow
prosecutors to dismiss Rehl’s
indictment.

Bills try to stop betting on
political prediction markets

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — The rise of
political prediction markets and
several well-timed trades have
spurred lawmakers to intro-
duce multiple bills aimed at
stopping or regulating insider
trading in prediction markets.

But lawmakers are far from
agreeing on how far to extend
such bans.

“Members of Congress
should be prohibited from par-
ticipating in prediction markets
related to political events, poli-
cy decisions, and insider, non-
public information,” said Mi-
chael Beckel, the director of
money in politics reform at Is-
sue One, a nonprofit govern-
ment transparency group.

“These are commonsense
guardrails that lawmakers on
both sides of the aisle should
embrace and would help in-
crease trust in the institution of
Congress.”

The flurry of bills introduced
this Congress — more than 10 so
far, according to Janice Luong,
a policy associate at the Project

on Government Oversight —
runs the gamut.

A bill sponsored by Sen. Jeff
Merkley, D-Ore., in the Senate
and Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md.,
in the House, would prohibit
betting through prediction mar-
kets on elections, government
actions, sports, and military ac-
tions.

Their bill would bar such pre-
diction markets throughout the
country, rather than limiting
the ban to members of Congress
or government officials.

New York Democratic Rep.
Ritchie Torres, meanwhile, in-
troduced a bill in January after
an anonymous Polymarket user
with a new account made a
$400,000 profit by betting that
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro would be out of office.

At least SO new accounts on
Polymarket placed substantial
bets on a U.S.-Iran ceasefire in
the hours, even minutes, before
President Donald Trump an-
nounced the ceasefire late
Tuesday, the Associated Press
reported last week.
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Japan to ban
use of mobile
batteries

on its flights

By Hana KusumMmoToO
Stars and Stripes

TOKYO — Japan will ban the
use of portable lithium-ion bat-
teries for charging electronic
devices aboard commercial
flights starting April 24, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Land, In-
frastructure, Transport and
Tourism.

Passengers will be prohibited
from using portable batteries on
all commercial flights to and
from Japan due to an increasing
number of incidents in which
lithium-ion mobile batteries
emit smoke or catch fire, the
ministry said in a news release
Tuesday.

The new regulations will limit
passengers to two mobile charg-
ing batteries carried aboard
their flights, according to the re-
lease. Passengers may not
charge those batteries via pow-
er outlets on the planes.

Travelers are prohibited
from carrying mobile chargers
in their checked baggage and
should not store them in over-
head bins, the ministry said.

Incidents involving “thermal
runaway” by lithium-ion batter-
ies are on the rise as the devices
become more compact and pro-
liferate, according to UL Stan-
dards and Engagement, for-
merly Underwriters Laborato-
ries.

A portable power bank in an
overhead luggage bin likely
caused a fire that destroyed an
Air Busan plane in Busan, South
Korea, before it taxied for take-
off in January, according to a
BBC report in March.

Vice president tells pope
to stay out of US politics

masslive.com

Vice President JD Vance has
joined President Donald Trump
in his escalating public dispute
with Pope Leo XIV, telling the
leader of the Catholic Church to
stay out of American political af-
fairs.

The friction intensified after
the pontiff criticized the White
Houseregarding the direction of
the Iran war, prompting Vance
to suggest during a Monday
night interview on Fox News
that the Vatican should limit its
focus toreligious and moral con-
cerns.

“It would be best for the Vati-
can to stick to matters of moral-
ity, to stick to matters of what’s
going on in the Catholic church
and let the president of the Unit-

ed States stick to dictating
American public policy,” Vance
said on “Special Report with
Bret Baier.”

The dispute began shortly af-
ter Pope Leo suggested during
prayers at Saint Peter’s Basilica
thata “delusion of omnipotence”
surrounds the conflict with Iran,
according to NPR. On Sunday,
the pressure grew when Ameri-
can cardinals appeared on “60
Minutes” to criticize the admin-
istration’s stance on mass depor-
tations and the war in Iran.

Vance, who converted to Ca-
tholicism in 2019, attempted to
brush off the spat as not “partic-
ularly newsworthy.”

“We certainly have a good re-
lationship with the Vatican but
we’re also going to disagree on

substantive questions from time
to time,” Vance said. “I think
that’s atotally reasonable thing. I
don’tthinkit’s particularly news-
worthy.”

The vice president also de-
fended a now-deleted social
media post of Trump which de-
picted him as a Jesus-like figure
in red and white robes healing
the sick.

Vance said in his Fox News in-
terview that the president took
the image down because the in-
cident was a misunderstood at-
tempt at humor.

“The president was posting a
joke, and of course he took it
down because he recognized
that a lot of people weren’t un-
derstanding his humor,” Vance
told Baier.

Typhoon Sinlaku skirts

By ALEx WILsSON
Stars and Stripes

Typhoon Sinlaku pushed past
Guam on Wednesday headed for
the Northern Mariana Islands
packing sustained winds of 125
mph, according to a series of
alerts from Guam’s Joint Infor-
mation Center.

Roads blocked by debris, scat-
tered utility outages and reports
of low water pressure were
among the immediate issues on
Guam, which remained under
Tropical Cyclone Condition of
Readiness 1.

Military installations moved to
TCCOR 1-R (recovery) at 4 p.m.
but remained closed, except for

U.S.Naval Hospital Guam, which
stayed open for emergencies.

Sinlaku was about 175 miles
north of Naval Base Guam — 85
miles northwest of Saipan—as of
4 p.m. Wednesday, where it was
moving northwest at 3 mph with
125 mph sustained winds.

The storm had slowed to a
crawl overnight and moved only
25 miles over 14 hours, a speed
that prolonged dangerous condi-
tions near the westernmost U.S.
territory.

Guam’s power infrastructure
weathered the storm without an
island-wide blackout, but outag-
es were reported at various vil-
lages between Tuesday and

past Guam

Wednesday.

As Guam organized its recov-
ery efforts, the Northern Mariana
Islands— primarily Rota, Saipan
and Tinian — braced for Sinla-
ku’s arrival.

Saipan reported an island-
wide power outage at 6:32 a.m.
Tuesday, with 15,624 people af-
fected.

Anisland-wide outage on Rota
left 967 people without power,
but water was still available as of
the 3 p.m. Tuesday update.

On Tinian, two power feeders
were out Tuesday, affecting nu-
merousareasontheisland and an
undisclosed number of people.
Water was still available.
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Blazers rebound from late 11-point deficit

Associated Press

PHOENIX — Deni Avdija
scored 41 points — including a
go-ahead 3-point play with 16.1
seconds left — and the Portland
Trail Blazers clawed back from
an 11-point deficit in the fourth
quarter to beat the Phoenix
Suns 114-110 in the NBA'’s play-
in tournament on Tuesday
night.

“It’s the best thing that’s ever
happened to me in my career so
far,” Avdija said.

The 25-year-old Avdija had
never played in the NBA’s post-
season until Tuesday — toiling
for more than five years on me-
diocre teams in Washington
and Portland — but looked
comfortable on the bigger
stage. He had the winning
three-point play with 16.1 sec-
onds left, scoring on a physical
take to the rim while being
fouled and then converting the
free throw.

Avdija and the rest of the
young Trail Blazers kept their
cool during a physical game
that featured plenty of hard
fouls. Jrue Holiday finished
with 21 points and Jerami Grant
returned from a calf injury to

score 16.

Holiday — a two-time NBA
champion with Milwaukee and
Boston — was impressed with
Avdija’s composure.

He shot 15 of 22 from the field
while adding 12 assists and sev-
en rebounds.

Holiday said the best part of
Avdija’s performance was it
was “kind of an off night.”

“I feel like he’s unique. No-
body does what he does,” Holi-
day said. “Deni coming out
here, carrying us, especially
down the stretch, getting that
winning bucket and being able
to go home knowing we’re play-
ing San Antonio is something
you love to see in Deni because
this is what we expect from him
now.”

Blazers coach Tiago Splitter
agreed that Avdija didn’t have
his best night despite the big
numbers.

He said the 6-foot-8 forward’s
next test will be facing a Spurs
team that will throw different
looks at him on defense in a
playoff series.

Jordan Goodwin drove for a
layup to give Phoenix a 110-109
lead with 32 seconds left, but

Avdija, who also had 12 assists,
responded with a physical take
to the rim, making a layup while
getting fouled and made the
free throw for a 112-110 lead.

The Suns had a chance to go
back ahead, but Jalen Green’s
3-pointer was off the mark.

Goodwin grabbed the offen-
sive rebound but was stripped
by Matisse Thybulle to seal the
win for Portland.

The Blazers earned the No. 7
seed in the Western Conference
playoffs and will face the Spurs
in the first round.

Phoenix will host the winner
of the Los Angeles Clippers-
Golden State Warriors game
Friday. Whoever wins will earn
the No. 8 seed and face the top-
seeded Oklahoma City Thunder
in the playoffs. The loser’s sea-
son is over.

The final few minutes were
white-knuckle basketball with

the lead changing several
times.
Jerami Grant — who re-

turned after missing the final
seven games of the regular sea-
son because of a calf injury —
made a corner 3-pointer to give
Portland a 107-106 lead with

1:54 left. Devin Booker respon-
ded with a pair of free throws
for a 108-107 lead, but Avdija
made a finger roll at the rim for
a109-108 lead with 37.3 seconds
left.

Green led the Suns with 35
points. Booker had 22.

The Blazers led 83-82 going
into the fourth despite shooting
just 1 of 11 on 3-pointers in the
third quarter. Phoenix pushed
toits first lead of the second half
when Green made a jumper on
the opening possession of the
fourth.

It was the start of an 11-0 run
that gave the Suns a 93-83 ad-
vantage.

Royce O’Neale’s steal and 3-
pointer put Phoenix ahead 98-
87 lead with 7:13 remaining, but
that’s when Portland started its
comeback.

The Suns led 33-31 after one
quarter, but the Blazers pushed
to a 55-41 advantage by midway
through the second.

Phoenix bounced back to cut
the deficit to 65-62 at the break
after Green completed a four-
point play — hitting a 3 while
being fouled — with one second
remaining.

Ball, Bridges lead Hornets to late-game win over Heat

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — La-
Melo Ball made a layup with
4.7 seconds left in overtime,
Miles Bridges blocked Davion
Mitchell’s attempt at a winning
layup at the buzzer and the
Charlotte Hornets beat Miami
127-126 in a wild start to the
NBA'’s play-in games, eliminat-
ing the Heat from the playoffs
on Tuesday night.

Ball finished with 30 points
and 10 assists and Bridges had
28 points and nine rebounds as
Charlotte won its first postsea-
son home game in a decade.
Coby White had 19 points, in-
cluding a turnaround 3 with
10.8 second left in regulation to
send the game to OT.

Mitchell scored 28 points
and Andrew Wiggins added 27
for Miami, which lost Bam
Adebayo to a lower back injury
when Ball tripped him in the
second quarter.

The Hornets will travel to
face the loser of Wednesday’s
matchup between Philadelphia
and Orlando on Friday night
for the eighth and final playoff
spot in the Eastern Conference.
Charlotte is seeking its first
playoff appearance in a dec-
ade.

Ball’s driving layup put the
Hornets up by five with 26 sec-
onds left in OT. But he made
two critical mistakes after that.

Tyler Herro, who scored 23
points for the Heat, hit a twist-

ing, corner 3, and Ball then
turned the ball over in the
backcourt and fouled Herro on
a 3-point shot.

Herro made all three free
throws to give Miami a 126-125
lead with 8.7 seconds left.

After a timeout, Ball drove
the right side of the lane and
made a leaning, right-handed
layup to give Charlotte the
lead.

The Heat, without any time-
outs, pushed the ball up the
court and Bridges chased down
Mitchell to block his layup at-
tempt, setting off a frenzied
celebration. Ball flexed at mid-
court as players mobbed each
other.

Despite the loss of Adebayo,

Miami remained in control un-
til late in the third quarter,
when White banked in a 3-
pointer and then added another
3 at the top of the key as part of
a 10-0 Charlotte run.

White, acquired in a midsea-
son trade with Chicago,
drained another 3 in the closing
seconds of the third quarter to
give the Hornets a 89-83 lead.

The Heat then built a 102-95
lead in the fourth quarter be-
hind two 3s from Wiggins.

Charlotte tied it when White
caught an inbounds pass and
made a unbalanced 3 from the
corner.

Herro had a chance to win it
in regulation, but hit the back
iron on a 3-point try.
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Caps top Jackets as Ovi thinks on retirement

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Alex
Ovechkin had an assist on the go-
ahead goal in what could be the fi-
nal game of his record-breaking
career, and the Washington Cap-
itals defeated the Columbus Blue
Jackets 2-1 on Tuesday night in
the season finale for both teams.

Ovechkin had the second assist
on Jakob Chychrun’s power-play
goal with 4:07 remaining in the
third period. He finished the sea-
son leading Washington with 32
goals and 64 points.

Ovechkin, the NHL’s all-time
goals leader, has said he will con-
sider retirement over the offsea-
son. He has spent his entire 21-
year career with the Capitals.

Anthony Beauvillier also
scored for Washington and Clay
Stevenson stopped 27 shots.

Boone Jenner scored for Co-
lumbus and Jet Greaves made 19
saves.

Bruins 4, Devils 0: Mark Ka-
setlic scored twice in the first pe-
riod, Jeremy Swayman earned
his second shutout of the season
and host Boston clinched the top
wild-card spot in the Eastern
Conference with a win over New
Jersey.

The Bruins needed a win to

lock up the top wild-card position.
Boston will face Atlantic Division
champion Buffalo in the first
round of the playoffs.

Ten Boston players recorded
points in the game. Sean Kuraly
had a pair of assists and David
Pastrnak reached 100 points for
the fourth straight season with an
assist on one of the Bruins’ four
goals in the first.

Mammoth 5, Jets 3: Nick
Schmaltz scored twice as host
Utah beat Winnipeg and secured
the first wild-card spot in the
Western Conference.

Schmaltz scored his first goal
for the Mammoth 4:54 into the
second period on the power-play,
assisted by Mikhail Sergachev
and Dylan Guenther. He added a
power-play goal 7:16 into the
third, assisted by Logan Cooley
and Clayton Keller.

Mark Scheifele and Kyle Con-
nor had a goal and an assist and
Isak Rosen also scored for the
Jets, which lost a third straight.

Canucks 4, Kings 3 (OT): Jake
DeBrusk scored his second goal
of the game in overtime and host
Vancouver beat Los Angeles.

DeBrusk collected a pass from
center Elias Pettersson and
tapped in a shot to seal the victory

2:58 into the extra period.

Quinton Byfield and Alex La-
ferriereeachhad agoal and an as-
sist for the Kings (35-26-20).
Adrian Kempe scored his 36th of
the season and Darcy Kuemper
made 21 saves.

Blues 7, Penguins 5: Jimmy
Snuggerud scored twice and as-
sisted on both of Dylan Hollo-
way’s goals in the third period as
host St. Louisrallied from athree-
goal deficit to beat Pittsburgh.

Pittsburgh raced out to a 3-0
lead in the first period despite
resting most of its regular
players, including Sidney Crosby
and Evgeni Malkin, with the
playoffs looming this weekend.
The Blues surged ahead with five
consecutive goalsin a span of just
over 20 minutes, with Holloway
and Pavel Buchnevich scoring 44
seconds apart in the third period.

Hurricanes 2, Islanders 1:
Mark Jankowski scored the go-
ahead goal in the third period,
and visiting Carolina defeated
New York.

Nikolaj Ehlers also scored for
the Hurricanes, and Brandon
Bussi made 28 saves. Carolina
closed the regular season with
four wins in its final five games
and finished atop the Eastern

Conference.

Flyers 4, Canadiens 2: Matvei
Michkov had a goal and two as-
sists and Porter Martone had one
goal to lead playoff-bound Phila-
delphia to a win over visiting
Montreal.

The Flyers rested most of their
key veterans anight after they se-
cured their first playoff berth
since 2020 and first home playoff
series since 2018.

Wild 3, Ducks 2: Hunter
Haight got his first career goal
and rookie Jesper Wallstedt audi-
tioned for action in the playoffs
with 35 saves, as host Minnesota
finished its regular season by
beating Anaheim.

Danila Yurov and Robby Fab-
bri also scored for the playoff-
bound Wild, who have won 21 of
their last 22 games against the
Ducks, including eight in a row.

Avalanche 3, Flames 1: Ga-
briel Landeskog scored the go-
ahead goal at15:07 of the third pe-
riod tolead visiting Colorado over
Calgary.

The score was tied at 1in the fi-
nal five minutes of the game
when Cale Makar sent a pass
across to Brett Kulak, whose shot
deflected in off Landeskog in
front.

Athletic’s Russini exits after Vrabel photos published

Associated Press

NFL reporter Dianna Russini
has resigned from The Athletic
less than a week after published
photos of her and New England
Patriots coach Mike Vrabel at an
Arizona resort prompted an in-
ternal investigation at The New
York Times-owned sports outlet.

The New York Post last week
published the photos of Vrabel
and Russini at the Sedona hotel
and said they were taken before
the NFL owners meetings that be-
gan in Phoenix on March 29.

“I have covered the NFL with
professionalism and dedication
throughout my career, and I
stand behind every story I have
ever published. When the Page

Six item first appeared, The Ath-
letic supported me unequivocal-
ly, expressed confidence in my
work and pride in my journalism.
For that I am grateful. In the days
that followed, unfortunately,
commentators in various media
have engaged in self-feeding
speculation that is simply un-
moored from the facts,” Russini
said in a letter sent Tuesday to
Athletic Executive Editor Steven
Ginsberg and obtained by The
Associated Press.

“Moreover, this media frenzy
is hurtling forward without re-
gard for the review process The
Athletic is trying to complete. It
continues to escalate, fueled by
repeated leaks, and I have no in-

terest in submitting to a public in-
quiry that has already caused far
more damage than I am willing to
accept. Rather than allowing this
to continue, I have decided to step
aside now — before my current
contract expires on June 30. I do
so not because I accept the narra-
tive that has been constructed
around this episode, but because I
refuse to lend it further oxygen or
to let it define me or my career.”

Russini joined The Athletic in
2023 after nearly a decade at
ESPN, where she held various
roles, including “SportsCenter”
anchor, NFL analyst and insider.

She hosted a podcast for The
Athletic and made appearances
on their video platform.

Vrabel and Russini, who are
both married, released state-
ments to the Post after publication
of the photos downplaying what
the photos depict.

Russini said they “don’t repre-
sent the group of six people who
were hanging out during the
day.”

Vrabel told the newspaper:
“Those photos show a completely
innocent interaction and any sug-
gestion otherwise is laughable.”

Vrabel didn’t attend New Eng-
land’s pre-draft news conference
Monday.

The New York Times reported
Saturday that the digital outlet
was investigating Russini’s con-
duct.
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Cardinals rally to beat Guardians in extras

Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Cardinals roo-
kie JJ Wetherholt homered
twice, second baseman Juan
Brito allowed Masyn Winn’s po-
tential game-ending grounder
to bounce into right field and St.
Louis stopped a three-game los-
ing streak when it rallied to beat
the Cleveland Guardians 6-5 in
10 innings on Tuesday night.

Wetherholthad his first multi-
homer game, going deep for the
first time since homering in his
debut on opening day. His solo
homer off Joey Cantillo tied the
score 2-2inthe third and his two-
run drive against Erik Sabrow-
ski cut the Cardinals’ deficit to
S-4 in the eighth.

With two outs in the ninth,
Winn reached when his two-
hopper hit off Brito’s left wrist
for just the sixth error by the
Guardians this season. Winn ad-
vanced on Cade Smith’s wild
pitch and scored on Yohel Pozo’s
opposite-field double that
bounced to the right-center field
wall.

Riley O’Brien (2-0) pitched a
perfect 10th, stranding automat-
ic runner Chase DeLauter at
third when Brito grounded out.

Automatic runner Thomas
Saggese advanced to third in the
bottom half on a wild pitch by
Tim Herrin (0-1) and scored
with a headfirst slide, just beat-
ing the throw from right fielder
Angel Martinez on Nathan
Church’s sacrifice fly.

Blue Jays 9, Brewers 7 (10):
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. doubled
home the go-ahead run in the
10th inning as visiting Toronto
beat Milwaukee to hand the
Brewers their sixth consecutive
loss.

Milwaukee had forced extra
innings by scoring twice against
Jeff Hoffman in the bottom of
the ninth after the Blue Jays got
three runs off Trevor Megill in
the top half of the inning.

The Brewers’ skid is their
longest since June 2023, when
they also dropped six straight.

Rays 8, White Sox 5: Shane
McClanahan (1-1) pitched five

innings of three-run ball for his
first win in nearly three years,
and visiting Tampa Bay beat
Chicago for its fourth straight
victory.

Ryan Vilade had three hits, in-
cluding an RBI double, and
scored three runs for the Rays.
Ben Williamson doubled twice
and drove in three runs as Tam-
pa Bay spoiled the major league
debut of White Sox starter Nick
Schultz.

Schultz (0-1), Chicago’s top
pitching prospect, allowed four
runson three hits and four walks
in41/3 innings.

Astros 7, Rockies 6: Chris-
tian Walker had three hits, in-
cluding a home run, and host
Houston used a six-run third in-
ning to snap an eight-game los-
ing streak with a win over Col-
orado.

The losing streak was the As-
tros’ longest since ending the
2013 season with a15-game skid.

Houston trailed 3-0 before
Walker hit a solo homer in the
second inning. The Astros then
took advantage of two errors by
Rockies second baseman Willi
Castro to score six times in the
third.

Diamondbacks 4, Orioles 3:
Ildemaro Vargas hit a three-run
homer in the fifth inning to lift
visiting Arizona over Baltimore.

A night after the Orioles ral-
lied from a 7-1 deficit, Arizona
turned the tables with a smaller
comeback. The Diamondbacks
were down 2-0 when Vargas
connected off Trevor Rogers
(2-1) for his second homer of the
year.

Merrill Kelly (1-0) allowed
two runs and five hitsin S1/3 in-
nings in his first start of the sea-
son. He walked four and struck
out three.

Reds 2, Giants 1: Spencer
Steer and Sal Stewart hit solo
home runs and Brady Singer al-
lowed one run in six innings as
host Cincinnati beat San Fran-
cisco.

Singer (1-1), who lasted 2 2/3
innings in his previous start,
needed just 75 pitches to get

through six innings on Tuesday.
He allowed one run and six hits
with no walks and one strikeout.

Tigers 2, Royals 1: Kenley
Jansen got his 479th save, mov-
ing past Lee Smith for sole pos-
session of third place on the ca-
reer list, and host Detroit rallied
from an eighth-inning deficit to
beat Kansas City for its fourth
straight win.

Jansen stranded the tying run
at third for his third save this
season. Only Mariano Rivera
(652) and Trevor Hoffman (601)
have more saves than Jansen.

Cubs 10, Phillies 4: Carson
Kelly hit a three-run homer, Co-
lin Rea (2-0) pitched six innings
of three-run ball out of the bull-
pen and visiting Chicago rallied
to beat Philadelphia.

Nico Hoerner and Alex Breg-
man each had three RBIs for the
Cubs. Edmundo Sosahitathree-
run home run for the Phillies in
the second.

Nationals 5, Pirates 4: CJ
Abrams went 3 for4 with ahome
run, a double and two RBIs as
visiting Washington held off
Pittsburgh.

Abrams hit a solo shot down
the left-field line in the fourth in-
ning to extend the Nationals’
leadto4-1. He also hitthe third of
three consecutive RBI singlesin
the first inning, following Brady
House and Daylen Lile, as
Washington took a 3-0 lead.

Angels 7, Yankees 1: Mike
Trouthomered forthe third time
intwo games, combining with Jo
Adell and Jorge Soler for three
consecutive long balls in a five-
pitch span against Ryan Weath-
ers in the first inning, and visit-
ing Los Angeles beat New York.

Trout hit a 2-1 fastball to the
loading dock adjacent to Monu-
ment Park in center field and
Adell hit another fastball on the
next pitch into the visiting bull-
pen in left-center field. Three
pitches later, Soler drove a 2-0
fastball into the left-field seats.

Braves 6, Marlins 5: Dominic
Smith hit a go-ahead, three-run
double in the eighth inning as
part of a four-RBI night, and

host Atlanta rebounded from a
four-run deficit to beat Miami.

The Braves trailed 4-0 in the
second inning and S-3 in the
eighth when Drake Baldwin sin-
gled off Pete Fairbanks (0-1)
leading off, Mike Yastrzemski
singled with two outs and Ozzie
Albies was hit by a pitch to set up
Smith’s bases-clearing double.

Twins 6, Red Sox 0: Byron
Buxton homered twice and
Mick Abel (1-2) pitched seven
sharp innings as host Minnesota
beat Boston.

Buxton had four hits and
scored four runs, while Brooks
Lee also homered for the Twins.
Minnesotahas won eight of nine.

Padres 4, Mariners 1: Xan-
der Bogaerts had three hits and
three RBIs, and Mason Miller
pitched a perfect ninth inning
for host San Diego, which beat
Seattle for its sixth straight win
and ninth in 10 games.

Miller recorded his fifth save
and extended his scoreless in-
nings streak to 29 2/3, the longest
active streak in the majors and
third-longest in Padres history.
Hehasstruck out 20 ofhis 27 bat-
ters faced.

Athletics 2, Rangers 1: Jacob
Wilson hit a two-run single and
made a nice defensive play at
shortstop, helping the host Ath-
letics to a win over Texas that
ended a seven-game losing
streak against the Rangers.

Jeffrey Springs (3-0) allowed
one run and five hits over 6% in-
nings with five strikeouts. Mark
Leiter Jr. struck out twoin a per-
fect ninth for his second save,
finishing a four-hitter.

Dodgers 2, Mets 1: World Se-
ries MVP Yoshinobu Yamamoto
and rookie Nolan McLean
dueled through seven innings,
Kyle Tucker singled in the go-
ahead run in the eighth and host
Los Angeles edged New York,
sending the Mets to their sev-
enth straight loss.

Shohei Ohtani extended his
streak of reaching base to 48
consecutive games with an in-
tentional walk by Raley in the
eighth. He finished 0 for 3.
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